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Eltrain 's 
View 

Stop making 
excuses, we 
are in need of 
real sports 

By Elliott Tinnes 
The city of Chicago has hit 

rock bottom in the world of 
sports. Not that we've ever 
really been that great to be­
gin with. With the exception 

of a 
long­
gone 
Bulls 
dy­
nasty, 
one 
s u­
per 
:J3aM 
vic­
tory, 
and 
afew 

decent teams here and there, 
Chicago sports have not 
been much to root for. 

It has become even more 
evident and desperate lately, 
as Chicagoans try to take 
pride io athletes that no 

belon to them. 

For instance, during the 
playoff run of the past foot­
ball season, Chicago news­
papers published how many 
pro players , including 
Donovan McNabb, Simeon 
Rice and Mike Alstott are re­
lated to Chicago. 

Granted, these players used 
to play in the Chicago area, 
but it's about time we let go. 

Taking pride in past ath­
letes past performances is 
understandable, but Chicago 
has been on such an athlete 
withdrawal that we hold on 
to any recognition we can. 
McNabb is leading the 
Eagles through a dominant 
season because he's from 
Chicago? Not likely. 

No one wants this city to 
be the doormat of the NBA, 
NFL, NHL, and MLB (twice!) 
any longer. How, you might 
ask, is it possible that in a city 
with major football, basket-

( See Eltrain page 16) 
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What's happening in the world of sports? Athlete of 
By Elliott Tinnes bn d · t 'd · · · · . . . oa er vzew o sports outst e a near game wmnmg fade- ported $25 mtlhon. h h 
Thts arttcle lS a new ,(TIT Ch ' . . . t e mont . 

hi 
O; rrest lcago. away, remmtscent hts old -WestAurora's top-ranked • 

mont Y installment in the -The NBA all-star game, days. basketball team will face an-
sports section of the Wild- which was held Feb. 9 in At- -High school basketball other tough hurdle Saturday Crawford 
cat Chronicle. lanta, Georgia, payed tribute phenomenon LeBron James against Proviso East. Proviso 

As opposed to the to the. retiring Michael Jordan. has been cleared to finish the handed the Blackhawks one 
section 's other stories, Jordan, at nearly 40 years old, season with his team at St. of two losses this entire sea­
which will deal mainly with will finally call it quits, after . Vincent-St. Mary in Akron, son. 
Wildcat athletics and ath- finishing the season with the Ohio. The game, which will be 
letes, this section wilL exclu- Washington Wizards. James, who was suspended held at Northwestern Univer­
sively cover the otherrealms The game, which went into by the OHSAA for recieving sity is expected to draw 
of sports in brief summaries. double overtime, ended with free merchandise, is expected heavy crowds. 

From pofessional sports, a 155-145 score, as the east to be the number one pick in -The Chicago Bears have 
to athlete updates, to cover- prevailed over the west. the upcoming NBA draft. decided not to immediatly 
ageoflocalteamsonaroll, Jordan contributed .20 -ItisreportedthatNikeand resign linebacker Rosevelt 
this section will offer a new, points to the game including Adidas are both vying for a Colvin. Colvin, now a free-Boys·' s Wl. m team' shoe contract with . James, agent is now free to roam the 

which is currently at a re- NFL for offers. 

treading rough water New coaches keep 
boys' track runnzng By Kyle Bullis 

The boys swimming team 
headed into rough waters last 
January, when it capped off 
the month with a record of 
0-4. 

The team has, however, 
been dropping times signifi­
cantly, said team captain 
Hans Colliander. 

Eric Nelson completed the 
50 in under 27 seconds 
while finishing the 100 in a 
minute flat. 

The third place finishers 
for ATVC 200 freestyle re­
lay are Colliander, Jeff 
Lesniak, Chris Nelsen and 
C.J. Wostrazkyi. 

Lesniak, Nelson, 
Colliander and Matt Simon 
also performed well in the 200 
medley relay. 

Colliander also_ broke his 
personal best time in both the 
200 and 500 freestyle. 

Alex Wemple also achieved 
a personal best time of one 
minute in the 100 freestyle. · 

Simon finished the 100 
yard backstroke in 101.20 sec­
onds. 

The team will be working 
harder throughout the rest of 
the season to ensure that they 
can get better times and win 
more meets. Hopefully, they 
will raise by regionals. 

By Mary Beth Selby 
Boys' track is off to a 

strong start, with many re­
turning long distance run­
ners, ·said Jason Becker. 

They also have new 
coaches including sprint 
coach Jeff Ford, who will 
replace coach Matt Doll. 

The distance portion of 
the team is in good shape, 
having run through the win­
ter. The runners include Tom 
Harwood, Pat Baur and Rich 
Visser. 

In agreement with Becker, 
coach Paul McCieland is 

glad to see strong returning 
runners for the distance team. 

He said they should also 
have a strong team for field 
events, with many returning 
team members. 

"The hardest area to fill, we 
lost graduate runners, is in 
sprints," said McCJeland. Joe 
Park, Joe Caniano, Mike 
Nubie, and Lon Beutke gradu­
ated last year. 

McCieland hopes that West 
Chicago will place in the top 
half of the DVC, and have at 
least two runners qualify for 
state, as well as in relays. 

Cold weather keeps the boys' track indoors. Mike Doll, Scott Campbell, Anthony McNerny, Ken Klein, and Jake Bermudez 

stretch for hurdles in the hall way. 

proving to be 
varsity material 

Courtesy of Jessica Crawford 

By Stephanie Bodane 
Any freshman who has 

ever played at the varsity 
level knows that it has its 
perks. 

A t the same time, the ath­
lete holds a great deal of re­
sponsibility. It is up to them 
to prove that they are worthy 
of their varsity promotion. 
For freshman Jessica 
Crawford, this proof could 
not have come in a sweeter 
way. 

Crawford became a Wild­
cat hero after she sunk a three 
point buzzer shot Nov. 23, 
topping off a stunning win 
over St. Benadict's 

Crawford has played a 
strong role in the varsity 
girls' basketball team, help­
ing the team claim third place 
in theDVC. 
. Crawford is the first fresh­
man this year to be named 
Athlete of the Month. 

How long have you played 
basketball for? 

Since I was 8. 
How did you become in­

volved in basketball? 
My parents put me in some 

league. 
What were your expecta­

tions for this season? 
I was looking forward to 

competing, learning, and 
having fun. I didn't expect 
to make varsity. 

What is your favorite part 
of basketball? 

Winning is a big part, but 
also just playing and doing 
my best. 

Wrestlers stick it out through tough season 
What is the best part of be­

ing a part of the varsity team? 
Playing at a high level. 
Do you plan on conTinu­

ing to play basketball? 
By Melissa Stevens the deficit you get from for- lieves that all three are qual-

The We-go wrestling team feiting,'' he said. The team is ity wrestlers and have a 

is down, but not out. trying, but the forfeits have chance at making it. 

Lack of wrestlers forced the placed a heavy burden on "'They're our best chance," 

team to forfeit many of its their wrestling. said Molina. Their dedica-

matches this season. While the team itself has tion to the sport has made 

"It's been a bit difficult,'' not won many matches, in- them stand out. All of the 

said varsity coach Marty dividual wrestlers Fabian wrestlers have been injured 

Molina. Wrestling teams usu- Cruz , Tyler Hemple, and during the season and still 

ally have 42 starters total for Mike Mcinerney all have wrestled despite their inju-

all levels with 14 starting at good winning records this ries. 

each level. The We-go team season. All three wrestlers are Whoever places in the top 

has 30 wrestlers total with usually in the lineup. three after sectionals is guar-

usually five or six starting on Molina has high hopes anteed a trip down to state. 

varsity. that at least one of the three "Just making it to state is 

"You'll never overcome will make it to state. He be- good," said Molina. 

As a team overall, Molina 
believes their biggest prob-
!em is that most wrestlers 
have little to no wrestling 
experience. 

Many wrestlers on other 
teams have wrestled since 
junior high, while most on 
the We-go team began their 
wrestling careers in high 
school. 

"We need. to become more 
fundamentally sound wres-
tiers," he said. Molina plans 
to work on educating the 
wrestlers on the basics of 

wrestling and give them 
more time and experience on 
the mats. 

The stellar performance 
through We-go's otherwise 
bleak season, though, was a 
second-place medal from 
Cruz. 

Cruz took second in the 
DVC on the varsity level. 

In the 118 pound division, 
Cruz claimed the highest 
scoring. day of all Wildcats. 

The Wildcats finished their 
regular season schedule in 
the regional tournament. 

Yes, in high school and 
possibly college. 

How is it being a freshman 
on a varsity team, are you 
treated with the same re­
spect? 

It's been a lot of fun. All 
the girls have been so nice, 
I've really been enjoying it. 

How do you feel you have 
done so far this season? 

There's great room for im­
provement. Improving is my 
goal for the rest of the sea­
son. 
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Wildcats avenge loss to Glenbard North 
By Elliot Tinnes 
With a win against confer­

ence rival Glenbard North, the 
Wildcats boys' basketball 
team has been on its way to a 
strong comeback season. 
Earlier in the season the Wild­
cats endured a 55-66 loss to 
the Glenbard North Panthers. 
The Wildcats, eager to 
avenge the loss of their first 
meeting, stormed through 
everything the Panthers 
could dish them. 

The Wildcats played a stel­
lar game, coming off a tough 

loss to West Aurora, high~ 
lighted by Matt Coiley's 
breakaway dunk. The game 
was even through the first 
eight minutes until the Wild­
cats finally pulled away with 
an 18-15 lead. From that 
point on, the game was com­
pletely dominated by the 
Wildcats. The Wildcats con­
trolled the boards and picked 
off several Panther passes. 

They managed to hold 
their lead throughout the 
game,consistently 
outscoring and outpacing the 

Panthers. The bench kept the 
team strong even after Nick 
Michael and Leo Baylor 
fouled out of the game. 

West Chicago walked 
away with a 77-55 win. The 
win put the Wildcats at 12-7 
(3-5 in the DuPage Valley 
Conference). 

Jan. 30 the Wildcats faced 
a dominant West Aurora 
team. Led by seniors 
Dameon Mason and Jaeh 
Thomas, as well as junior 
Justin Cerasoli. 

The game, hosted by West 

The varsity basketball team bangs out before practice in front of Bishop Gym. 

Chicago, packed the bleach­
ers from floor to ceiling, as 
fans from both teams came 
to see the top-ranking 
Blackhawks play. 

''West Aurora is an excel­
lent team. They are number 
one in state," said head coach 
Kevin Gimre. 

Mike Paschke and 
Michael, each pitching in 
seven points, led the Wild­
cats. Other top scorers in­
cluded John Weier and Lee 
Corning with five and four 
points, respectively. 

"The kids didn't give up," 
said Girnre, "they just played 
until the buzzer." 

Although the Wildcats suf­
fered a 70-32 loss to the 
Blackhawks, the house re­
mained full for the entirety of 
the game. 

The Blackhawks wowed 
the crowd with several grav­
ity-defying dunks, including 
an allie-oop from Cerasoli to 
Mason. 

The loss left the Wildcats at 
a 10-7 record, while the Black 
Hawks maintained a flawless 

Claiborne 

record in conference. 
"At this point we're 10 and 

seven, two and seven in con­
ference. I think before the 
season I would have liked to 
have been two games better," 
saidGimre. 

The Wildcats were able to 
pull off a strong conference 
win against the Glenbard 
East Rams by keeping their 
intensity throughout both 
halves. Led by Michael, who 
had a game high 33 points, 
the Wildcats took a 67-49 
win away with them. 

excited 
for new track season 

By Logan Schrage 
Girls' track at We-go has 

started this season with 55 
members, many of whom are 
returning from last season. 

According to coach 
Katerina Claiborne this 
season's team is looking ex­
cellent and excited after their 
first practice. 

"If someone wants to join, 
but needs to work on her skills 
can join," said Claiborne. This 
is in thanks to the policy of 
no try-outs. 

The events include sprints, 
jumps, pole vault, shot put, 
hurdles and relays. With all the 
different events the team can 
easily be divided up. 

Leadersoftheteam include 
seniors distance runners; Katy 
Kostal and Carmen Saucedo, 

sprinters Jessica Cwiak , 
Aimee Beutke, who is also a 
jumper and went to state last 
year. 

Juniors Kristi Aducci and 
Laura Baumrucker, both re­
turning runners, will also be 
strong pillars for the team. 

Claiborne said the only 
weakness on the team could 
be field events, but said with 
a large number of members 
on the team the outlook is 
good. 

Practices began in Janu­

ary, and are everyday except 
Sundays. 

The team will meet in­
doors and anyone who still 
wants to join can, until the 
team starts outdoors in April. 

Girls track had the first of 
four meets Feb. 11. 

Girls' basketball holding third in DVC------------... 
By Jessica Myers Nicole Skala, and Magen sica Crawford scored seven Rogers lead the team to 
The Lady Wildcats are 7-6 Rogers. points and Lauren Johnston victory with 14 points and 

in the conference, tying them But We-go lost 60-30 scored six points, also help- four steals through out the 
with Glen bard North and Naperville Central Feb. 6. ing the team to victory. game. Sullivan lead the team 
Wheaton Warrenville South West Chicago faced Sullivan and Dana Hernan in rebounds with seven 
for third place with one game Wheaton North Feb. J. had five rebounds and steals. 
left against West Aurora to- "We were down 21-27 at Rogers stole the ball from We-go lost to Wheaton 
night. t~e end of the first half," said Wheaton North five times. Warrenville South 41-37 on 

We-go played Glen bard head coach Kim Wallner. We-go had a duplicate win Jan. 25. 
East Feb. 8 and won 74-51, We-gowasabletooutscore · Jan. 30 against Naperville We-go lost 47-40 to 
breaking the conference Wheaton North 28-10 North. Glenbard North Jan. 23. 
record, number of points through out the second half, We-go was down 19-13 at We-go faced West Aurora 
scored in a conference game. giving We-go a 45-31 win. the end of the first half. The Jan.18. In the first half de-

Senior night was also that Shaina Sullivan scored 10 wildcats came back out scor- fense gave up a lot of points 
night, the Wildcats honored points through out the game, ing Naperville North 31-14 getting W~-go down 31-44. 
Kori Flagg, Lynn Mielke, snagging leading scorer. Jes- to win 44-33. "We were able to cut the 

lead to two at the end of the fense in the third quarter by 
third quarter," Wallner said. scoring seven of her total 

Twice in the fourth quarter nine points. 
We-go was able to cut the lead Lathie Norton, however, 
to two. was leading scorer with 14 

"We couldn't get any closer points. 
than that," said Wallner. We-go lost 70-35 

Flagg scored 16 points Naperville North Jan. 11. 
while Sullivan had 15 points. Although, We-go beat 

We-go beat Glenbard East Wheaton North 61-47 during 
52-46 during their Jan. 16 their Jan. 9 game. 
game. We-go lost 51-34 to Maine 

The wildcats were down two West Jan.7. 
points at the end of the sec- We-go won third place in 
ond half. a tournament hosted by 

Sullivan lead the team's of- Naperville North. 

£[train ... (Continued from page 15)--------------------------------------

ball and hockey teams, as 
well as two baseball teams? 
The answer is management. 
Not a single team has been 
successfully managed or 
coached for years. 

The Bears have drafted 
and dropped numerous rook­
ies, unable to harness or de­
velop the strengths of the 
players. 

Does Cade McNown ring 
a bell? It is not as if bad play­
ers are being drafted, decent 
players have been drafted, but 
no one knows what to do with 
them. This flaw on the coach­
ing staffs make Chicago look 

amateurish. 
Even the standout, sea­

soned athletes in this city 
cannot be managed. Chicago 
holds two great sluggers, 
Sammy Sosa and Frank Tho­
mas. 

Both players bring plenty 
of attention to Chicago. Both 
are great individual players, 
but team players they are not. 
Sosa can tear the cover off a 
ball, he's a great addition to 
the Cubs. 

However, being a great 
athlete does not make an all 
around great player. Sosa and 
Thomas both have problems 

playing for the team. as individuals and as teams, 
Which brings us back to and lately in Chicago, that 

the coaching staff. The job just isn't happening. 
of professional coaches and Some like to blame other 
managers is to manage their factors. For instance, it has 
players, something that is been suggested that Wrigley 
not often done well in Chi- Field is responsible for the 
cago. terrible records of the Cubs. 

Chicago needs to step Wrigley is known nation­
back a moment to assess its wide for its old fashioned ivy 
situation in professional walls and intimate seating. 
sports. Wrigley is a relic of the 

It's time coaching staffs in past compared to new, state­
Chicago, as well as players, ' of the-art stadiums. 
take things more seriously. Nonetheless, Wrigley is 
An athlete's sport is their job. just as, if not more, appeal­
They should be expected to in g. Games consistently sell 
play to their full potential out, as people of all ages 

come to party. Therein lies the 
problem. 

Critics believe that it is im­
possible for the Cubs to play 
in a stadium where the games' 
outcomes really do not mat­
ter. Win or lose, the fans will 
still have a good time. This is 
ridiculous. 

Regardless of whether or not 
the fans are having fun, the 
play~rs should still play hard. 

By the same logic, the play­
ers would play well if the fans 
scrutinized every second of 
game time. And that is obvi­
ously not true. 

Chicago fans are notorious 

for their hard-nosed, con­
stant criticism of players. No 
amount of criticism seems to 
make the players any better 
either. 

I ask you, what do we have 
to do to find a decent team 
in this city? Chicago is one 
of the nation's largest, most 
diverse, and cultured cities. 
One can find anything their 
heart desires in a city of 
Chicago's magnitude. 

Anything there is to be of­
fered by a city, Chicago has. 
So I ask once more: What 
must we do to find someone 
that can give us sports again? 
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