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ance.
The students of West Chi-

“'cago, as well as the residents

of the surrounding area, ex-
perienced a week of excite-
“ment surrounding West Chi-
cago athletics that have not
been seen in decades. Signs
littered the town, as restau-
rants, companies, and fami-
lies showed their support for
the Wildcat football team.
The football team in par-
ticular reaped the benefits of

a winning season. Pizzas and
thunder sticks were donated
to the team, as well as a huge
inflatable football compli-
ments of the Booster Club.
The entire school was for-
tunate enough to receive a
pep rally in honor of the
school’s athletic achieve-
ments. US 99’s Ramblin’
Ray conducted the rally,
with appearances from West
Chicago’s alumni, namely,
players from the last Wild-
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open spots.

After winning first place
in the Bronze division of the
Autumn-fest tournament, the
Wildcats went on to
regionals.

In regionals they took
their first game and just
missed winning the regional
championship after a loss to
Geneva High School, end-
ing their season.

Staff Photo
Emilie Biancalana and Jackie Vavrek practice before state.

We-go takes 9th in state

By Stephanie Bodane

The We-go girls’ swim
team had their best state meet
ever Saturday.

The team placed 9th over-
all out of 35 in state. The
team was lead by a first place
from Jackie Vavrek, who cap-
tured the gold medal in the
50 free. The medal was
Vavrek’s second - at state.

The results from state were
as follows: 100 freestyle, 7th,
Vavrek; 200 medley relay,
7th, Vavrek, Rachel Slattery,
Heather Crabbe, Kristina
Sedjo; 200 freestyle relay,
4th place, Slattery, Emilie

Biancalana, Missi Sheme,
Vavrek.

At sectionals, Nov. 16th,
six of the team’s swimmers
qualified for state. The fol-
lowing swimmers qualified
in these events: 200 medley
relay, Slattery, Crabbe,
Sedjoy, Vaverek; 100 free-
Vaverek; 200 medley relay,
Crabbe; 50 free, Slattery,
Vaverek. 100 backstroke,
Slattery.

In the 200 free relay,
Slattery, Biancalana,
Sheme, and Vaverek set a
new meet record and beat the
West Chicago School record.

Wildcats close on tough season

By Stephanie Bodane

We-go’s football team
ended in a rush, after a hard
season.

The football team played
Naperville Central for their
last home game. The game
determined whether the team
would be playing in state, or
playing their last game.

“Every player on the team
gave the whole week of prac-
tice their best. We felt that we
deserved it (winning) more
then they (Naperville Cen-
tral) did,” said senior Jake

Delort.

The Wildcats ended up
.500 in their season. -

The West Chicago Com-
munity came together to
watch the football team
battle Lake Park.

“It was awesome. It was
cool to see that we were able
to get the whole town sup-
porting us,” said Delort.

The team lost 28-0 agianst
Lake Park.

“We were in unfamiliar
territory against an unfamil-
iar team,” said Delort.

cat team to see the playoffs.
In a conference that is no-
torious for its plethora of

Every so often a surprise
basketball team or wrestling

team pops up for a season,

good teams, West Chicago  disappearing just as fast.
has always found itself at the There is a difference be-
bottom of the pile. tween a strong team and a

The Naperville and
Wheaton schools, all of
whom are known statewide
for consistently good pro-
grams, have always run the
show. West Chicago has seen
good teams.

For the last several years,
boys’ volleyball has been
conquering its opponents.

strong program. A program
exists when a school consis-
tently makes strong show-
ings, rather than forming a
great team that expires over
a season. It seems, though,
that after a fall season such
as this, West Chicago might
just be finding its place in
sports.

Cross country falls just short

By Anna Nubie they had all season. Katy

The girls’ cross country Kostal placed 14th and
team missed going to state  Christy Adduci came in 20th
by one place, coming insixth  out of about 200 others.
at sectionals. According to Boves the

Only the top five of the 20  rest of the team also ran well,
teams were sent to state from  including Megan Andracki
the sectional meet at who had a 104-degree fever
Northside Park. the Monday before the meet.

Although it was disap-
pointing for the girls, it was
also an accomplishment.

“This was the best finish at
sectionals in history (for We-
go girls’ cross country),” said
coach Katerina Boves.

Seven girls from varsity ran
at sectionals.

Boves said they ran how

For the season awards
MVP award went out to
Kostal and Adduci because
Boves said that they both had
been consistent throughout
the season. Freshman Amy
Ackerman took the rookie
award, and the most im-
proved award went to sopho-
more Kelly Wdowiarz.

Pr€Vl€W. o « (Continued from page 11)

the team this year and be the
core of the team,” said
Wallner.

Other players to look for

are Magen Rogers, Kori
Flagg, and Lynn Mielke.

Flagg and Mielke will
help inside the paint.

Wildcats ready for winter
Boys’ Basketball ‘

Nov. 26 Vv Tournament@ Marmion
Nov. 27 A" Tournament@ Marmion
Dec.2 F Joliet Catholic

Dec.6 S/V' @ Glenbard North

Dec.7 1\ @ Glenbard North

Dec. 7 SV Joliet Catholic

Dec.9 F-JV @ West Aurora

Dec. 13 SV Wheaton Warrenville South
Dec. 14 F-JV  Wheaton Warrenville South
Dec. 18 SV Geneva

Dec. 20 SIV Naperville North

Dec. 21 F-JV  Naperville North

Girls’ Basketball

Nov. 26 SV Tournament@ Willowbrook
Nov. 27 S/V. Tournament@ Willowbrook
Nov. 29 SIV Tournament@ Willowbrook
Dec. 3 SIV @ St. Viator

Dec.5 1A% Naperville Central

Dec. 17 SIV Schaumburg

Dec. 19 ES Naperville North

Dec. 19 JV/V_ Naperville North

Boys’ Swimming

Dec.6 JVIV. Oswego

Dec. 14 A Wildcat Relays- Diving
Dec. 14 \' Wildcat Realys- Swimming
Dec. 19 JV/V. @ St. Charles East

Boys’ Wrestling _

Nov. 30 \' 24th Annual Wildcat Invite
Nov. 30 F-S Wauconda Tournament
Dec. 6 E JV/V Glenbard North

Dec. 7 F @Woodstock

Dec.7 JVIV  @Glenbard West

Dec.9 F @ Oswego

Dec. 10 E JVIV @ East Aurora

Dec. 13 E JV/V @ Wheaton Warrenville South
Dec. 14 \% @ Oak Park River Forest
Dec. 19 E JV/V @ Naperville North

Dec. 20 \' @ Hinsdale Central

Dec. 21 Vv @ Hinsdale Central

Athlete of the Month

By Elliott Tinnes

For the second time in her
high school career, Jackie
Vavrek placed 1st in state.
Vavrek is no stranger to the
state swim meet. As a junior
on West Chicago’s varsity
swim team, she competed in
state for the third straight sea-
son.

Vavrek competed in four
events, the 50 free and 100
free, as well as two relays. She
was accompanied by five
teammates, which is quite a
feat for the team, which has
not in recent years seen this
many girls qualify for state.

This year’s team is seeded
10th in the state meet. Vavrek
hopes to place within that
range, which will be much
more possible this year with
six girls Competing. Accord-
ing to Vavrek, the Naperville
schools as well as Lyons
Township will all be tough
competition.

Her experience at state
proved to_be an advantage
over many girls this season.
As a freshman, Vavrek took
the gold medal in the 50 free
as well as 6th place in the
100 free.

In her sophomore season
Vavrek returned to state to
defend her title. An upset in
the 50 free placed her in sec-
ond, and she once again took
6th in the 100. Going into
this season’s meet, Vavrek

" hoped to avenge that loss.

Photo courtesy of Jackie Vavrek
Jacki Vavrek

Vavrek swims to state... again

A meet as large as state is
enough to make anyone ner-
vous, but, as a veteran, things
may be a little easier for
Vavrek. “I'm nervous, but
I've been there twice, which
makes things better. This will
be my third year going,” said
Vavrek.

To say that Vavrek did.not
earn her success would be an
insult. Vavrek has been swim-
ming competitively forninc
years. She has put in hours of
practice each season, includ-
ing practices at 5:15 every
day before school.

“It (early moming practice)
was tough at first, but after a
while we got used to it and it
was just like getting up for
any normal day,” said
Vavrek.

Vavrek also spent much of
her summer training. She not
only swim, but she weight
lifted as well. Vavrek, who
never weight lifted before
this season, said that it made
ahuge difference.

Several people contributed

" to Vavrek’s success as well.

According to Vavrek, Coach
Dan Johnson was a big fac-
tor. The two have been train-
ing together for several years.
The rest of the swim team
has also helped Vavrek. The
entire team has worked to-
gether well. They all have
good team spirit and are al-
ways cheering each other on,
according to Vavrek.

Season preview: Wrestling
We-go grapples with new season

By Elliott Tinnes

The West Chicago wres-
tling program is looking to
turn itself around.

Last season yielded a
dissapointing number of
wrestlers. The freshman level
was the only level able to fill
its roster. Of 13 openings, the
JV squad had only three wres-
tlers, whereas the Varsity
level had six. Returning var-
sity wrestlers include Tyler

Hempel, Fabian Cruz, and
Mike McInerny.

Marty Molina will coach
the team in his second year
at West Chicago.

Also coaching is Bob Hein.
Hein, a veteran of the Wild-
cat wrestling program,
stopped coaching for several
years, before coming back. -

Mike Zepeda and Mike
Assaf will coach the lower
levels.
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