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Golf captures Hodge's interest 
By Michelle Loerzel 
Having no experience 

playing golf at all, Greg 
Hodge decided to take up 
the sport freshman year. 

Although neither Hodge's 
parents or siblings played 
golf, he became interested 
after playing himself. 

"My grandpa is a great 
golfer and the only one who 
really plays in the family," 
said Hodge. 

"I had tried out because 
my friend Mike Paschke 
wanted me to try out with 
him," said Hodge. 

Although he was not a 
regular golfer at the time, 
Hodge was picked for the 
school's team. 

Hodge had some difficul­
ties playing at first. He 
played baseball for years and 
the two swings do not work 
together, he said. 

Hodge said it was difficult 
at first starting out as a fresh­
man, when some of the golf­
ers have been playing since 
they were really young. 

away from going to state. He 
shot a 78. 

"Missing state by one shot 
was the most disappointing 
time I've ever had in sports. 
One shot is so little in golf so 
it was tough to take, but I am 
proud of the way I played," 
said Hodge. 

Over the years he has learned 
a lot about himself, how to be 
able to control his actions on 
the golf course and to have 
patience with himself, Hodge 
said. 

He has also learned to ad­
just his school life with his 
golf. 

"It's always difficult keep­
ing up with school work and 
playing golf too," said Hodge. 

Practicing for golf is not like 
other sport practices because 
playing a round of golf can 
take around four hours. Some­
times practice would go until 
it was dark, said Hodge. 

Hodge· would like to go on 
playing golf in college if pos­
sible. 

time doesn't. He still plays 
golf in other seasons. 

Hodge spends much of his 
golfing time at St. Andrew's 
Golf Course where he works 
and plays. 

Hodge has worked at St. 
Andrew's since he was 15. He 
also receives private lessons 
for golf there. 

Working at the course pro­
vides free golf time for prac­
tice, so in summer he prac-

tices until dark. 
Over the summer Hodge 

plays for the Illinois Junior 
Golf Association, which is 
the junior equivalent of the 
PGA. 

"I would like to see more 
students just try to play golf 
and see if they enjoy it. I 
admit, I was not a very big 
fan of golf before I really 
started to play on the high 
school team," said Hodge. 

Girl runners capture 
position at sectionals 

By Anna Nubie 
The girls' cross country 

team heads to sectionals af­
ter receiving third at 
regionals on Saturday. 

Kristy Adduci led the team 
coming in fourth place with 
Katy Kostal following be­
hind in fifth. 

Coach Katerina Boves 

enth, both winning all con­
ference. On the JV level 
Bryce Wolfe pulled in at 15th. 

Boves said, "This is the best 
we have done at DVC since 
1990." 

The team placed fourth out 
of nine teams on Oct. 12 at 
the Benet Academy Invita­
tional. Kostal and Adduci 

said, "We did what we were lead the team placing fourth 
expected to, this meet was and fifth. 
more of a sigh of relief than On the freshman-sopho-
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Greg Hodge spent the summer playing for the Illinois Jun­
ior Golf Association , the junior equivalent of the PGA. 

Out of 33 teams the team 
placed 13th on Oct. 5. 

Boves said that this was 
the highest finish at this 
meet which includes many 
of the hardest teams to beat. 

This meet is also different 

eluded Kostal, Adduci, 
Andracki, Carmen Saucedo, 
and Kim Palka. 

The girls took second 
place behind Hindsdale 
South atthe Bartlett invite on 
Sept. 28. Recently Hodge played in 

sectionals to qualify for state. 
Hodge was only one shot 

Over the summer you can 
usually find Hodge playing 
golf almost every day but when 
summer ends, Hodge's golf 

excitement. We'll be thrilled more level Gwendolyn than most others. Instead of This was a disappointing 
meet for the girls because 
they took second place last 
year, Boves said. 

if next Saturday goes well." Murphy ran her breakthrough 
The girls' team performed meet placing fourth. 

Boys' cross country tops invites 
well at DVC on Oct. 18. Murphy was moved up to 

The varsity team placed varsity for the DVC meet. 
fifth out of eight teams. Wheaton North was the 

By Kyle Bullis course of the season the team Kostal placed fifth and hardest meet of the season for 

all of one level running at 
one time, the top runner 
from each school ran to­
gether. 

Five out of the seven var­
sity girls at this meet went 
home with medals. This in-

Doves said that it seemed 
to be an off day although 
they bounced back the next 
meet. Boys cross country is hav­

ing a smooth season so far 
with their last meet at the 
Dupage Valley DVC, where 
they finished fourth place 
out of eight. "That's pretty 
good for us," said coach Paul 
McLeland. 

has gained speed and bas Adduci trailed behind in sev- · the girls, Boves said. 
shown improvement, said 

McLeland. Disappointments pushed aside, soccer looks ahead 
The team's meet last Satur-

The team finished third 
out of 12 in the Benet invi­
tational with the help of 
sophomore Tom Harwood 
and senior Pat Baur, the 
team's top runners. 

Both Harwood and Baur 
are all conference. At the 
Crystal Lake invitational, 
the team finished second out 
ofl6 teams. 

It's questionable whether 
or not the team has improved 
from last year, but over the 

day at Kaneland High got 
them in sixth place out of 10. 

''The meet didn't go as good 
as I had hoped it would," said 
McLeland. 

The top performers were 
Harwood, who placed sixth, 
and Baur, who placed 22nd. 

"Each guy worked harder 
this season than ev.er," said 
McLeland. 

McLeland said it would be 
tough losing his seniors. Baur 
will also miss the team. 

"(They are) one of the best 
group of guys I've ever had the 
pleasure to run with," said se­
nior Pat Baur. 

Golf. .. (Continued from page 14) 

last year's. 
"We bad a good year, the 

girls improved dramatically 
over the season," said Cain. 

Cain feels that it just takes 
some time for the girls to fig­
ure the game out and hopes 
that next year We-go's score 
can be even closer to the 
other teams. 

"Mike has taught us so 
much this year," said girls' 
golf team member, Mckenzie 
Maloney. 

Cain is looking forward to 
the next season already. "We 
have our two top players re­
turning next year, Jamie 

Klingberg and Dana 
Yormark," said Cain. He said 
they improved their games 
throughout the season and 
lowered their score by five to 
seven strokes. 

Klingberg and Yormark 
weren't the only players who 
improved their games, 
Maloney said that the girls that 
came back from last year low­
ered their scores this season. 

At the beginning of the sea­
son, Cain said that as long as 
the girls had fun the season 
would be a good season. 

Maloney said she feels that 
the team had a blast. 

By Mary Beth Selby 
Despite the continuous 

disappointments the soccer 
teams faced this season, boys' 
varsity soccer hopes to go 
into their sectional competi­
tions strong. 

"I've been telling these 
kids all year, 'You're better 
than your record.' I hope we 
cari get some validation for 
that statement at sectionals," 
said varsity coach Steve 
Brugmann. "We've had a 
pretty disappointing year." 

Varsity's record was 0-6-1 
in DVC and 5-13-1 overall. 

Brugmann said the West 
Chicago Wildcats are the 
"underdog" for sectionals as 
varsity begins competitions 
Friday at East Aurora. The 
team would like to beat East 
Aurora with just as many 
scoring opportunities as last 
time they met when the Cats 
won,6-2. 

"Doing well against 
Waubonsie would be a huge 
statement for their talent. It 
would be validation for what 
I've been telling them," said 
Brugmann. 

Unfortunately, the problem 
varsity faced was with their 
finishing skills, said 
Brugmann. They would be 
able to create scoring oppor­
tunities, but not put the ball 
in the net. 

"Much like what we saw 

last night, against Naperville 
Central Redhawks, we'd be 
creating scoring opportuni­
ties, within 10 feet of the 
goal, and it would hit the 
post, we'd be shooting at the 
goalie, it would go over the 
goal," said Brugmann. "We 
just never got it in." 

The score ended with West 
Chicago Wildcats tied with 
the Naperville Central 
Redhawks. 

Finishing shots was the 
skill the team worked on in 
practice. They would pull off 
the shots in practice, but not 
in the games, said Brugmann. 

"I think that we also would 
have done a lot better had I 
gotten a more solid starting 
lineup earlier in the season, 
like a constant eight starting 
players," said Brugmann. 

Towards the middle of the 
season Brugmann switched 
players around to create a 
strong offensive front line of 
senior Carlos Ramirez and 
juniors Eduardo Alvarez and 
Manny Escobedo. 

"Eduardo and Carlos 
seemed to spark when I fi­
nally put them together," said 
Brugmann. 

Brugmann also admits that, 
"without a doubt," having a 
young team was a major fac­
tor in this season's outcome. 

"This is the youngest 
(team) I have ever had. Last 

year, I lost nine seniors, and 
Carlos was the only return­
ing starting varsity player, 
so I had a lot of young play­
ers, especially without var­
sity experience. 

"I have never had more 
than one freshman and three 
sophomores on the team at 
once," Brugmann said. 

This year, the team con­
sisted of three seniors, seven 
juniors, five sophomores, 
and three freshmen. 
Though this accounts for 
limited high school varsity 
experience, Brugmann is 
looking forward to next 
year. 

"Varsity looks good for 
next year, with the players 
that will return and those 
coming in," said Owens. 

By losing only three se­
niors, most of his team will 
be returning next year, and 
the sophomores and fresh­
men will be with varsity for 
the next couple of years, 
said Brugmann. 

"I'm also looking forward 
to the two goalies that will 
also be returning next year 
(junior Ted Gernand and 
sophomore Bruce Janek)," 
said Brugmann. "They are 
really great goalies, lots of 
skill." 

Though the season has 
been unfortunate for the 
team, Brugmann was 

pleased with the team's de­
tennination. 

"This team just doesn' t 
give up, and that's a good trait 
for life," said Brugmann. 

Sophomore coach Robert 
Owens is also pleased with 
the cohesion of the sopho­
more team. 

''They seemed to stick to­
gether well as a team," said 
Owens. 

The sophomore overall 
record was 14-3, and 4-3 in 
conference, placing them 
fourth in DVC. 

Owens feels that the disap­
pointment with the sopho­
more team is that they lost so 
many players to varsity. 

"By the end of the season, 
nine freshmen and sopho­
mores went to the varsity 
team, so we lost a lot of re­
ally good players," said 
Owens. 

In contrast, this left more 
playing time and experience 
for the remaining team mem­
bers left on the sophomore 
team, said Owens. 

He hopes this extra experi­
ence will prep the players for 
next year. 

Owens was glad to see bow 
well the sophomores did. He 
said he saw them put their 
tactical training to good use 
on the field like positional 
playing and combinations," 
said Owens. 

-
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Wildcats clinch playoff berth·­
in win over Naperville Central 
After 24-year drought, West Chicago 
finds playoffs in last minute win 
(Continued from page I) 
Chicago Wildcats. 

The teams that beat the 
Wildcats this season in con­
ference were the Wheaton 
Warrenville South Tigers and 
Glenbard East Rams who did 
not make it into playoffs. 

Tony Zumpano's dream 
since freshman year, came 
true. He had wanted the team 
to make it into playoffs this 
season. 

"It's all what you have put 
into it. The practices, the 
weight lifting, off-season 
practices; it all comes down 
to it in the end. And tomor­
row we will be going to 
school at 9:00 in the morn­
ing to watch film for game 
ten, which we have not done 
for over twenty years," 
Zumpano said after 
Naperville Central's game. 

West Chicago's varsity 
football record this year 
ended with 5-4. 

Defense was an important 
and strong aspect of West 
Chicago's game against 
Naperville Central. 

The score remained 0-0 
through out the first quarter. 

In the second quarter, 
Zumpano made a touchdown 
on a third down but was 
called back. The reason was 
that the Wildcats had a hold­
ing penalty called against 
them. 

Instead, the Wildcats 
kicked a field goal to take the 
lead 3-0 on a fourth down. 

No one scored a touch 
down by the frrst half, which 
ended with the score 3-0. 

"We did good, being able 
to shut them out in the first 
half and only letting one 
touchdown get around us in 
the second. We stood up 
pretty tough and were able 
to have a good game," said 
Strike. 

The Naperville Central 
Redhawks were reenergized 
after coming back from the 
half time break and made a 
touchdown leading the game 
7-3. 

Soon, on a punt back to the 
Redhawks, they fumbled the 
ball giving West Chicago a 
chance to catch up in the 
game. 

Ryan Stuhr recovered the 
fumble to help lead the Wild­
cats gain a touchdown. 

After We-go recovered the 

fumble, they gained several 
yards. 

Soon Scott Sieder made a 
4-yard sweep into the end 
zone which was the final scor­
ing point. 

Some penalties that were 
called on West Chicago held 
them back from being able 
to run the ball down the field 
further. 

A couple of 20-yard pen­
alties were called against the 
Wildcats through out the sec­
ond half. 

The Naperville Central 
Redhawks' attempt to catch 
up was to throw the ball in 
deep. A couple interceptions 
to We-go hurt Naperville 
Central. Aron Morris and 
Stur caught interceptions in 
the second half. 

In the last minute, 
Naperville Central Redhawks 
had a chance to score with in 
30 yards and win or make the 
game continue into overtime. 

"We knew we had it, we 
knew we could stop them in 
the last minute," said varsity 
football player Nick 
Fairbanks. 

The Redhawks could have 
taken We-go into over time 
if they had kicked a field 
goal. Instead, they decided 
to try and over score the Wild­
cats by throwing in the end 
zone. 

With 15 seconds to go on a 
fourth down the Redhawks 
over threw the pass and We­
go had a few seconds to hold 
the ball until they officially 
won the game. 

The crowd cheered with 
joy when the announcer 
called out that West Chicago 
was going to the playoffs. 
Students rushed the field and 
joined their Wildcats in cel­
ebration. 

Wildcats have been wait­
ing over twenty years for this 
to happen again. 

A victory over the 
Glenbard North Panthers on 
Oct. 18 put the Wildcats in a 
possible position for the play­
offs. 

Elliott Tinnes scored 3 
touchdowns and rushed 116 
yards. 

Tinnes scored his first 
touchdown after Fairbanks 
tackled a Panther on kickoff 
resulting in a fumble that T.J. 
Shanagan recovered. 

The Panthers were able to 

complete a field goal and 
scored a touchdown after the 
field goal. Then it was 10-7 
going into the half. 

Sieder scored to help We­
go take the lead in the third 
quarter and made one out of 
the four touchdowns for We­
go in the second half. 

Tinnes was able to score 
again in the third quarter and 
once more in the fourth. M­
ter Tinnes' touchdown, Han 
passed to Zumpano for a two­
point conversion. 

We-go lost to the best team 
in the conference, Wheaton 
North Oct. 11. 

We-go's defense was able 
to hold Wheaton North's of­
fense from scoring for the first 
quarter. 

"Although we lost, it was 
one of our greatest games. We 
played out hearts out," said 
varsity linebacker Eric 
Oglanian. 

The Falcons scored twice 
in the second quarte~ lead­
ing at halftime 14-0. 

In the beginning of the 
second half, Hall was able to 
connect with Zumpano on a 
73-yard drive for their first 
and only touchdown of the 
game. 

"We played them really 
tight in the first half except 
with some bad calls from the 
refs, but in the second we 
couldn't stop the ball and 
offense couldn't produce ev­
ery drive," said Zumpano. 

The Wheaton North Fal­
cons were able to score two 
more times in the second half. 

It was difficult for We-go 
to keep up with Wheaton 
North's starting quarterback 
Zach .Ulrich completing 22 
out of 26 passes. 

"Defense came out ready. 
We had to be. We have re­
spect for Wheaton North's 
quarterback. We had to shut 
them down as much as we 
could, to give our boys on 
offense time to get on the 
board. We started off solid, 
then a couple bad calls by the 
refs and some blown cover­
age and the momentum 
shifted," said defensive end 
Dan Kaylor. 

Running back Sieder had 
a career high, rushing 222 
yards in 10 carries during the 
game against West Aurora on 
Oct. 4. He also scored three 
touchdowns as well as a two-

point conversion. 
We-go won their first con­

ference victory 47-19 against 
the WestAuroraBlackhawks. 

On the first drive, West Au­
rora went up 7-0. 

West Chicago was able to 
score in the first three drives 
of the first quarter. Sieder 
scored the fll'St touchdown on 
a 45-yard run. 

Later Hall passed to 
Zumpano for their second 
touchdown of the game. 

Brad Bytof ran in from the 
4-yard line to score. 

Hall again passed to 
Zumpano for a touchdown 
with a couple minutes left in 
the half to give a half time 
scoreof27-7. 

On the first play of the sec­
ond half, Sieder ran the ball 
81 yards for his second 
touchdown. 

"Scott played very well 
with the hetp of the offensive 
line," said Stone. 

The West Aurora 
Blackhawks were able to 
score again late in the third 
quarter. 

Sieder then scored again, 
dashing 16 yards for his third 
touchdown. 

"Sieder played one of the 
best games I've seen out of a 
running back in a long time. 
He made the big plays when 
we needed them," said 
Zumpano. 

Tinnes made the final 
touchdown in the fourth 
quarter leaving the game with 
a47-19 victory over the West 
Aurora Blackhawks. 

We-go was not able to have 
a homecoming victory game 
earlier this season. Wheaton 
Warrenville South Tigers beat 
the West Chicago Wildcats 
31-20. 

The game started off in fa­
vor of the Wildcats. Hall 
passed to Zumpano on a third 
down for a 23-yard catch to 
help set up for a touchdown. 
Sieder soon scored the touch 
down after Zumpano's 
completion. 

Then Wheaton Warrenville 
South ran the football down 
the sideline on the West Chi­
cago 3-yard line after a kick­
off. 

Soon South scored mak­
ing it 7-7 in the first quarter. 

Wheaton Warrenville 
South scored their second 
touchdown in the beginning 

Captain Chris Sanzeri gives the team pointers at practice 
earlier this season. 

of the second quarter. 
Tigers made a field goal 

after the Wildcats made a fake 
punt. 

Another unfortunate punt 
by We-go put the Tigers in 
scoring position to score 
again in the beginning of the 
second half. 

Shortly afterwards Tigers 
had a lead of 24-7. 

On the fourth down, Hall 
passed to Zumpano for 22 
yards and later passed again 
to Zumpano for a 23-yard 
touchdown. 

Tigers scored their last 
touchdown in the fourth 
quarter. 

West Chicago's Bytof 
scored the Wildcats' last 
touchdown. 

Girls just want to 
have fun with tennis 

By Melissa Stevens 
Wildcat girls tennis is en­

joying a season of improve­
ments. 

The team has not won any 
of their DVC matches over­
all, but individually they are 
doing very well. 
Winning is not as important 
as the game itself to many 
players. 

"I don't care as much about 
winning," said varsity player 
Andrea Johnson, "I just care 
about having fun." 

Johnson focuses on the 
friendships made with other 
players and with varsity 
coach Sione Moeaki this sea­
son. 

Practices until 6 p.m. ev­
eryday have brought the 
team together. Their friend­
ships have made the team 
stronger, overall. 

Varsity player Mary 
Hesterman held the record in 

singles this season for win­
ning the most matches. 

Johnson accredits the 
losses to the length of time 
most team members have 
been playing. She said that 
most of the other schools have 
been playing the game for 
years longer than her team­
mates. 

The team played well in 
the DVC tournament Oct. 11 
and 12. They also placed sec­
ond out of four teams at Joliet 
Catholic High School. 

"Overall the whole team 
needs to improve on their 
positions," said Moeaki. He 
believes that the girls are 
playing well, but their weak­
ness is playing their positions 
and using the court to the 
fullest. 

Moeaki predicts that les­
sons learned this season will 
better the team for next sea­
son. 
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