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Wildcats clinch playoff berth
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in win over Naperville Central

After 24-year drought, West Chicago
finds playoffs in last minute win

(Continued from page 1) -
Chicago Wildcats.

The teams that beat the
Wildcats this season in con-
ference were the Wheaton
Warrenville South Tigers and
Glenbard East Rams who did
not make it into playoffs.

Tony Zumpano’s dream
since freshman year, came
true. He had wanted the team
to make it into playoffs this
season.

“It’s all what you have put
into it. The practices, the
weight lifting, off-season
practices; it all comes down
to it in the end. And tomor-
row we will be going to
school at 9:00 in the morn-
ing to watch film for game
ten, which we have not done
for over twenty years,”
Zumpano said  after
Naperville Central’s game.

West Chicago’s varsity
football record this year
ended with 5-4.

Defense was an important
and strong aspect of West
Chicago’s game against
Naperville Central.

The score remained 0-0
through out the first quarter.

In the second quarter,
Zumpano made a touchdown
on a third down but was
called back. The reason was
that the Wildcats had a hold-
ing penalty called against
them.

Instead, the Wildcats
kicked a field goal to take the
lead 3-0 on a fourth down.

No one scored a touch
down by the first half, which
ended with the score 3-0.

“We did good, being able
to shut them out in the first
half and only letting one
touchdown get around us in
the second. We stood up
pretty tough and were able
to have a good game,” said
Strike.

The Naperville Central
Redhawks were reenergized
after coming back from the
half time break and made a
touchdown leading the game
7-3.

Soon, on a punt back to the
Redhawks, they fumbled the
ball giving West Chicago a
chance to catch up in the
game.

Ryan Stuhr recovered the
fumble to help lead the Wild-
cats gain a touchdown.

After We-go recovered the

fumble, they gained several
yards.

Soon Scott Sieder made a
4-yard sweep into the end
zone which was the final scor-
ing point.

Some penalties that were
called on West Chicago held
them back from being able
to run the ball down the field
further.

A couple of 20-yard pen-
alties were called against the
Wildcats through out the sec-
ond half.

The Naperville Central
Redhawks’ attempt to catch
up was to throw the ball in
deep. A couple interceptions
to We-go hurt Naperville
Central. Aron Morris and
Stur caught interceptions in
the second half.

In the last minute,
Naperville Central Redhawks
had a chance to score with in
30 yards and win or make the
game continue into overtime.

“We knew we had it, we
knew we could stop them in
the last minute,” said varsity

football player Nick
Fairbanks.
The Redhawks could have

taken We-go into over time
if they had kicked a field
goal. Instead, they decided
to try and over score the Wild-
cats by throwing in the end
zone.

With 15 seconds to go ona
fourth down the Redhawks
over threw the pass and We-
go had a few seconds to hold
the ball until they officially
won the game.

The crowd cheered with
joy when the announcer
called out that West Chicago
was going to the playoffs.
Students rushed the field and
joined their Wildcats in cel-
ebration.

Wildcats have been wait-
ing over twenty years for this
to happen again. -

A victory over the
Glenbard North Panthers on
Oct. 18 put the Wildcats in a
possible position for the play-
offs.

Elliott Tinnes scored 3
touchdowns and rushed 116
yards.

Tinnes scored his first
touchdown after Fairbanks
tackled a Panther on kickoff
resulting in a fumble that T.J.
Shanagan recovered.

The Panthers were able to

complete a field goal and
scored a touchdown after the
field goal. Then it was 10-7
going into the half.

Sieder scored to help We-
go take the lead in the third
quarter and made one out of
the four touchdowns for We-
go in the second half.

Tinnes was able to score
again in the third quarter and
once more in the fourth. Af-
ter Tinnes’ touchdown, Hall
passed to Zumpano for a two-
point conversion.

We-go lost to the best team
in the conference, Wheaton
North Oct. 11.

We-go’s defense was able
to hold Wheaton North’s of-
fense from scoring for the first
quarter.

“Although we lost, it was
one of our greatest games. We
played out hearts out,” said
varsity linebacker Eric
Oglanian.

The Falcons scored twice
in the second quarter, lead-
ing at halftime 14-0.

In the beginning of the
second half, Hall was able to
connect with Zumpano on a
73-yard drive for their first
and only touchdown of the
game.

“We played them really
tight in the first half except
with some bad calls from the
refs, but in the second we
couldn’t stop the ball and
offense couldn’t produce ev-
ery drive,” said Zumpano.

The Wheaton North Fal-
cons were able to score two
more times in the second half.

It was difficult for We-go
to keep up with Wheaton
North’s starting quarterback
Zach Ulrich completing 22
out of 26 passes.

“Defense came out ready.
We had to be. We have re-
spect for Wheaton North’s
quarterback. We had to shut
them down as much as we
could, to give our boys on
offense time to get on the
board. We started off solid,
then a couple bad calls by the
refs and some blown cover-
age and the momentum
shifted,” said defensive end
Dan Kaylor.

Running back Sieder had
a career high, rushing 222
yards in 10 carries during the
game against West Aurora on
Oct. 4. He also scored three
touchdowns as well as a two-

point conversion.

We-go won their first con-
ference victory 47-19 against
the West Aurora Blackhawks.

On the first drive, West Au-
rora went up 7-0.

West Chicago was able to
score in the first three drives
of the first quarter. Sieder
scored the first touchdown on
a 45-yard run.

Later Hall passed to
Zumpano for their second
touchdown of the game.

Brad Bytof ran in from the
4-yard line to score.

Hall again passed to
Zumpano for a touchdown
with a couple minutes left in
the half to give a half time
score of 27-7.

On the first play of the sec-
ond half, Sieder ran the ball
81 yards for his second
touchdown.

“Scott played very well

with the help of the offensive
line,” said Stone.
The West Aurora

Blackhawks were able to
score again late in the third
quarter.

Sieder then scored again,
dashing 16 yards for his third
touchdown.

“Sieder played one of the
best games I've seen out of a
running back in a long time.
He made the big plays when
we needed them,” said
Zumpano.

Tinnes made the final
touchdown in the fourth
quarter leaving the game with
a47-19 victory over the West
Aurora Blackhawks.

‘We-go was not able to have
a homecoming victory game
earlier this season. Wheaton
Warrenville South Tigers beat
the West Chicago Wildcats
31-20.

The game started off in fa-
vor of the Wildcats. Hall
passed to Zumpano on a third
down for a 23-yard catch to
help set up for a touchdown.
Sieder soon scored the touch
down after Zumpano’s
completion. .

Then Wheaton Warrenville
South ran the football down
the sideline on the West Chi-
cago 3-yard line after a kick-
off.

Soon South scored mak-
ing it 7-7 in the first quarter.

Wheaton Warrenville
South scored their second
touchdown in the beginning

Captain Chris Sanzeri gives the team pointers at practice

earlier this season.

of the second quarter.

Tigers made a field goal
after the Wildcats made a fake
punt.

Another unfortunate punt
by We-go put the Tigers in
scoring position to score
again in the beginning of the
second half.

Shortly afterwards Tigers
had a lead of 24-7.

-

On the fourth down, Hall
passed to Zumpano for 22
yards and later passed again
to Zumpano for a 23-yard
touchdown.

Tigers scored their last
touchdown in the fourth
quarter.

West Chicago’s Bytof
scored the Wildcats’ last
touchdown.

Girls just want to
have fun with tennis

By Melissa Stevens

Wildcat girls tennis is en-
joying a season of improve-
ments.

The team has not won any
of their DVC matches over-
all, but individually they are
doing very well.
Winning is not as important
as the game itself to many
players. ;

“I'don’t care as much about
winning,” said varsity player
Andrea Johnson, “I just care
about having fun.”

Johnson focuses on the
friendships made with other
players and with varsity
coach Sione Moeaki this sea-
son.

Practices until 6 p.m. ev-
eryday have brought the
team together. Their friend-
ships have made the team
stronger, overall,

Varsity player Mary
Hesterman held the record in

singles this season for win-
ning the most matches.

Johnson accredits the
losses to the length of time
most team members have
been playing. She said that
most of the other schools have
been playing the game for
years longer than her team-
mates.

The team played well in
the DVC tournament Oct. 11
and 12. They also placed sec-
ond out of four teams at Joliet
Catholic High School.

“Overall the whole team
needs to improve on their
positions,” said Moeaki. He
believes that the girls are
playing well, but their weak-
ness is playing their positions
and using the court to the
fullest.

Moeaki predicts that les-
sons learned this season will
better the team for next sea-
son.

Staff Photo.
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