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Girls soccer team pleased with results of season

By Mary Beth Selby

Girls soccer feels quite con-
tent with their performance
and efforts during the 2002
spring season.

“(The season was) success-
ful. I think we’ve learned
technically and tactically.
We were able to compete
with anyone in or out of the
DVC,” said sophomore coach
Bruno Owens. Aside from
playing with the JV team,
Owens said the sophomores
have played very well and
have definitely improved in
some areas.

In their game against
Wheaton North, West Chi-
cago lost 1-0.

Varsity, however, beat the
Falcons 1-0 in a final-death
shoot out.

The next game was against
Bartlett, where sophomores
lost 2-1, and varsity-lost 2-0.
Sophomores played well
against the Bartlett JV in the
first half, but the defense be-
gan to fall apart in the sec-
ond half as Bartlett quickly
scored two goals.

The following Thursday
resulted in a humiliating
game for St. Edwards as West
Chicago completely domi-
nated the field, scoring three
goals first half and 10 goals
in the second, leaving the fi-
nal score 13-0, a shutout for
West Chicago. Unfortu-

nately, the game was a non-
conference.

The team was doing so
well that Owens attempted to
make the game more of a drill
after the eleventh goal by
not allowing the players to
score any goals unless it was
onacross. Afterthe rule was
laid down, the girls only
scored two more goals in the
final eight minutes.

After playing St. Edwards,
the sophomores went to
Downers Grove North the
following Saturday, and
were able to play well
enough despite the down-
pour of rain. They won 4-0,
but Owens wasn’t too im-
pressed. ?

“We weren’t looking to
where we were passing. It’s
as if everything we worked
on this year has gone to
waste,” said Owens.

The girls weren’t too
happy with the game either.
Leny Escobedo was able to
score two goals, but the sec-
ond goal was not counted.
After the ball rolled into the
net, the referee blew the
whistle to call offsides on
another player. Luckily,
three goals were made in the
second half, the last goal
scored by forward Katie
Boland. Varsity won at
Downers Grove 2-0.

The sophomores went to

Two softball team members
make all-conference team

By Nicole Patel

Girls softball players se-
nior Casey Connolly and
junior Kelly McCarthy made
the all-conference team Fri-
day.

The two were chosen by
other coaches based off of
their records and perfor-
mance.

“We were both really ex-
cited, coach was really ex-
cited, and the team was re-
ally excited,” said Connolly.

On Monday the girls
played their first regional
game at Batavia High School.
They played Glenbard South
and lost 3-2.

The girls scored two runs
in the first inning, but
Glenbard scored two more in
the bottom of the fifth inning.
The last run was scored by
Glenbard South in the bot-
tom of the seventh inning.

According to senior Suzy
Smith, “If you lose one game
of regionals, you’re out. So
this was our last game of the
season.”

Smith added, “We really

wanted to win it and were .

very disappointed. We defi-
nitely could have beaten
them but we had mental and

physical errors that hurt us.
It was kind of rough for the
coaches too, we all knew it
was one inning that hurt us
really bad. They (the
coaches) never gave up on
us though.”

Connolly felt the same
way, “We came out really
strong and working very
hard as a team together.”

Because most of this year’s
varsity team consisted of
juniors, Smith said, “Next
year’s softball team stands a
good chance of winning
DVC. They’ll be more moti-
vated for next year because
of the tremendous disap-
pointment this year.”

Although the team did not

reach its goal of winning:

DVC this year, the selection
of Connolly and McCarthy
has given the team some-
thing to be proud of.

“Us making all-conference
was a big accomplishment
for the team. Our team
worked really hard all year
and making all-conference
meanta lot to me because it’s
my last year here,” Connolly
said. Overall Connolly said,
“There have been a lot of
perks from the season. We

Naperville North for their fi-
nal game, where they tied 1-
1. Boland scored the only
goal on a breakaway. The fi-
nal record of the sophomore
season was 2-4-1 in confer-
ence, and 5-4-2 for non-con-
ference.

The final conference game
for varsity ended in a win of
1-0, with the single goal
scored by Hillary Lim. -

“This has been a great year,
and would have been better
if we had played more than
(13) games,” said varsity
coach Julio Del Real.

The varsity record turned
out as 5-2 in conference and
12-4-1 for non-conference.

“We need more work on
defense and fine tuning goal
keeping.We will be unstop-
pable next year,” said Del
Real.

Once the real season was
over with, varsity began work-
ing for regionals.

“We have a tough oppo-
nent, but the way we are play-
ing, we can sneak out with a
win,” said Del Real.

Varsity went to St. Charles
East Tuesday for regionals.

The JV team finished their
season playing conference
team Glenbard East. Though
the JV put up a strong de-
fense, they lost 2-1. West
Chicago had about five scor-
ing chances within the last

Kelly McCarthy fires up a pitch.

didn’t have a great record, but
we got a lot more out of soft-
ball this year—we learned
what playing on a team is all
about. As individuals we all
grew, too.

“Coach Shaudt had told me
that if I got my batting aver-
age up he’d nominate me for
all-conference, and I did it.”

McCarthy, the team
pitcher, pitched about 80-95
percent of the time and also
worked hard in the off season
with Connolly.

“We did open gyms and we
both played in the summer,”

three minutes of the game,
but was unable to put any
shots in the net.

For this final game, the
sophomore team joined with
the JV to fill the empty spots
and have more substitutes on
the bench.

Despite the opportunity to
use many of the sophomore
substitutes, Owens played all
the seniors in the final few
minutes of the game, “so they
could play in their very last
game.”

Though the game ended in
a loss, and finished their sea-
son, coach Kate Madden held
no regrets regarding their per-
formances.

“Words to describe this
team: hard working, you can
tell they really enjoy play-
ing,” said Madden. “I
wouldn’t change a thing.”

Madden said the proudest
thing about this season was
how the girls never lost a shut
out game, since there was no
team the girls could not score
on. “I think that really says a
lot about these girls,” said
Madden.

Freshmen, however, beat
Glenbard North 4-1 in their
last conference game of the
season.

“We had a pretty good
year, considering we lost most
of our players to the sopho-
more and varsity teams,” said

McCarthy said.

Connolly was also chosen
by her coach to travel down-
state for the Homerun Derby,
an annual hitting contest for
one girl from any interested
teams. “I think it’ll be an-
other great experience for me,
especially to see how I do
before college.

Connolly will play softball
at Augustana College next
fall.

McCarthy will continue to
help the girls bring back a
title to Community High
School.

freshman coach Antonio Del
Real. “They had a lot of ef-
fort and commitment, but we
need to work on ball skills
and overall knowledge of the
game.”

Del Real was satisfied with
the large number of players

buy added the team needs
more experienced girls next
year.

Too many of the players -
are learning soccor in high
school, Del Real said.

Freshmen placed second in
conference, same as last year.

Staff photo

We-go girls soccer midfielder Lupe Montalvo goes head- to-
head with a rival from Glenbard East.

Baumrucker wins
All State award

By Stephanie Bodane

Laura Baumrucker re-
ceived “All State” with her
seventh place finish in the
girls track state meet last week.

The All State award is
given to the top nine in each
event.

Baumrucker is the first run-
ner at West Chicago to win
All State.

In order to earn the All State
award Baumrucker had to
run in the preliminaries and
then qualify for finals.

Head coach Katerina Boves
said, “You have to be the top
caliber runner, it’s a pretty big
deal, especially because she
is only a sophomore and she
has two more years to im-
prove.”

“If she (Baumrucker) keeps
working as she has been and
with her talent, she can re-
ally get closer to being a state
champion,” said Boves.

Altogether, five We-go
girls track team members trav-
eled to Eastern Illinois Uni-
versity last week for the state
competition. :

At state, the medley relay
team took twelfth place. Run-
ners Lauren Anders, Aimee
Beukte, Jessica Cwiak and
Baumrucker made up the
team.

Baumrucker also earned a
seventh place finish in the
400.

At sectionals, held at
Kaneland High School, the
girls track team placed tenth

out of 18 teams.

In the meet, Anders took
fourth in the 100 meter
hurdles and Katy Kostal fin-
ished fifth in the 3200.

Christy Adduci placed fifth
in the 1600, Baumrucker
placed first in the 400, and
Rachel Slattery qualified for
state in the pole vault com-
petition.

“We did very well, we saw
improvement gradually over
the year. Five girls going to
state is a huge accomplish-
ment. We also beat a lot of
school records,” said Boves.

The track team ran their
last conference track meet at
Glenbard East. The team
took seventh place, missing
sixth place by one point.

Baumrucker captured first
in the 400, as did the medley
relay team of Anders, Buetke,
Cwiak and Baumrucker.

Anders placed third in
hurdles, while Kostal took
fifth in the 3200.

Pole vaulter Amy Infanger
placed third, while the 4x
800 relay team of Erin Kirby,
Adduci, Yola Szyszko and
Kim Palka, placed fourth.

Relay runners, Anders,
Cwiak, Adduci, and
Baumrucker, placed fifth in
the 4x100.

“We will only be losing
three seniors (Kirby, Lauren
Migliorato, Hillary Brown).
In every meet they always
helped out, they were lead-
ers,” said Boves. i
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