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Girls soccer kicks their way up conference rank

By Mary Beth Selby

The girls soccer teams are
moving up in the conference
rank as the season and their
records progress.

The soccer records stand at
2-1 in conference and over-
all for freshmen; 2-2-1 over-
all and 1-2 conference for
sophomores; 1-1-1 in confer-
ence and overall for junior
varsity; and 3-2 overall and
2-1 in conference for varsity.

“We (the sophomore team)
have improved a lot since the
past four games,” said Lena
Gomez. “We talk more and
work more together.”

In their first game of the
season, playing against
Wheaton-Warrenville South,
the varsity team lost 5-0, and
the sophomore team lost 2-1.

“I think we just had first
game jitters playing against
a top team,” said varsity
coach Julio DelReal. “I
didn’t change much to im-
prove from that.”

The first JV and freshmen
games were played against
Naperville North. JV lost 2-
1, but freshmen won 2-0.

“I think we definitely need
to work more on communi-
cation,” said JV coach Kate

Madden.

Playing St. Francis, varsity
won 2-1 and sophomores tied
0-0. They played Glenbard
North the following week.
Unfortunately, sophomores
lost in a devastating game of
2-1.

“For both the WWS and
Glenbard North games, we
could’ve played well enough
to tie had we not had so many
injuries,” said sophomore
coach Robert Owens.

Two weeks previous to
playing Glenbard North, one
of the sophomores defender/
midfielder players sprained
her ankle. During the game,
the only goal scored was by
Maricella Ballines. Though,
just as the ball hit the net,
Maricella fell to the ground
and twisted her ankle in a pile
of defenders, forwards, and
the Glenbard goalie.

About 15 minutes after
Maricella was led off the
field, Maritza Gonzales
joined the bench with a hurt
leg and Leti Acosta with a
painful backache.

The varsity played after-
wards, winning 2-0.

A week later, JV and fresh-
men were victorious in play-

ing against Glenbard North.
JV won 1-0, and frosh won 2-
1.

The varsity and sopho-
more teams were also victo-
rious against West Aurora.
Varsity slaughtered them 9-
2, and sophomores won their
first game of the season 4-0.

“I was just really happy to
win,” said Owens.

The last game played was
at Batavia by varsity and
sophomores. Sophomores,
who played instead of the JV
team, shut out Batavia 5-0.

“We did real well,” said
Owens. “Our short passing
was very good, it was the best
of all year, and our movement
was very good.”

Unfortunately, Owens feels
they still need to be more
physical and condition more.

West Chicago quickly
dominated the Batavia field
as Courtney Voelz scored the
first goal within 10 minutes.
Katie Boland scored second,
and the injured Gonzales,
who hardly played at all,
scored the third goal.

Third time’s a charm for
Stephanie Schwabe since she
scored the fourth goal at
Batavia on her third attempt

Raymond beats state pole vault record

By Marc Berry

Sophomore Jeff Raymond
broke the state pole vault
record by three inches at

Tuesday’s meet at home
against Glenbard North and
Wheaton North.

Raymond vaulted 13-feet-
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Sophomore Mike Smolucha prepares to run at a recent

track meet.

9-inches breaking the record
of 13-feet-6-inches.

We-go came in last place
with 54 points. They were
eight points short of
Glenbard North in second
place and Wheaton North
took first place with 70
points.

Even though the team lost,
sophomore Mike Smolucha
said the team saying “We can,
we will,” is still true, and the
team is looking at going to
state.

The team will compete in
the Crystal Lake Central In-
vitational Friday.

On April 19, they attended
the Glenbard South Raider
Invitational where they took
first place out of the eight
teams involved.

The Cats traveled to
Naperville Central on April
16 to take on the school’s
team.

They lost, with Naperville
earning 79 points and We-go
earning 66.

The team went to
Naperville North on April 9
to play the school’s home
team and West Aurora.

West Chicago took second
place, with Naperville North
taking first.

Senior varsity runner Joey
Park said he is optimistic
about state this year.

“We’re sending a lot of
guys downstate. We're go-
ing to need a charter bus,” he
said. :

at shooting a penalty kick.
Voelz also scored the fifth and
final goal.

Batavia had about eight
attempts on goal, all of which
were saved by goalkéeper of
the sophomore and JV team
Leticia Cruz. One shot, how-
ever, was saved and knocked
out by defender Charissa
Adamson.

The sophomore record is
improving, and so is the team
confidence.

“The sophomores have im-
proved from last year, with
help from the freshmen,” said
sophomore Michelle Blanco.
“We will go very far this sea-
son. But we need to work on
practicing a little.”

Yesenia Fernandez and
Brenda Calleros also feel
confident with how much the
team has improved.

Fernandez and Calleros
both agreed that the team has
worked hard to improve and
now there is little to improve

on.

The varsity team, however,
was not as successful as the
sophomores at Batavia.

“The referee cost us the
game,” said junior Ashley
Mazzola.

Conditioning coach Cesar
Gomez said the team did
well, except for the goal
Batavia was able to score.

Sophomore Tammi Kuta
played as goalie the entire
game. Starting the second
half, Batavia took the start-
ing kick, and drove to the
goal, but Kuta stopped the
ball. The ball still on the
ground, she proceeded to
move the ball as far up the
goal box as possible, then
pick it up.

According to Gomez, the
ref told her to watch how
close she got to the 18. Be-
fore she could do anything
else, Kuta attempted to kick
the ball off to the side and
out of the way, but a Batavia

forward came in and knocked
the ball into the corner within
two minutes of the second
half.

The final score of the game
was 1-0 in Batavia’s favor.

However, the first half was
played well by West Chi-
cago, the score only 0-0.

“We didn’t have total
domination, but we had the
best possession of the ball
time-wise in the first half,”
said Del Real. “We did defi-
nitely play better than
Batavia.”

Though Kuta missed an
unlucky shot, she did make a
sliding save three minutes
left in the first half on a cor-
ner kick from Batavia.

Del Real said that the team
is the best he has had in his
career, but they aren’t perfect.

“They need to understand
that, regardless of year, this
is a varsity team and we need
to come out and do our best,”
said Del Real.

Badminton swinging to victories

By Sam West

The badminton team holds
practices every day there is
not a meet.

And there have been quite
afew meets.

Since last issue, the team’s
record has gone to 4-2. The
wins were against Plainfield,
Oswego, Larkin, and
Streamwood.

“We completely outnum-
bered them,” said coach
Corrie Gilgallon.

This was a main reason why
the team was victorious.

Gilgallon also attributes
the win to experience.

“We were more skilled
than they were,” Gilgallon

and coach Jodi Donovan

agreed.

The losses were to
Glenbard East and West Au-
rora.

“They had more returning
numbers,” said Gilgallon.

On Monday the team had
a DVC meet against
Naperville Central.

But the team lost the game.
Donovan said, “While our
team put in a great effort,
(Naperville Central) was at a
higher skill level than our
team.”

DVC competition lasts
through this week with meets
on Thursday and Saturday.
After DVC, the team will have

sectionals. Freshman Briana
Jakubik thought that the var-
sity team will do well in
sectoionals.

“They are going to-rock!”
Jakubik said.

In sectionals , the team will
face “stiff competition”,
Gilgallon said.

Gilgallon also thinks that
it is possible that going to
state competitions will be-
come a reality.

“I think there are some
chances if they want it bad
enough,” she said of going
to state.

The season ends in late
April or early May, said
Gilgallon.

Volleyball searching for
missing pieces to come

By Erica Fatigato

The varsity volleyball
team is still waiting for miss-
ing pieces to come together.

“I’m waiting for this team
to find the missing pieces and
rise to be that great team that
I'know can exist,” said coach,
Kristi Hasty.

“Our most dominant player
to date is Shane Olson. He is
our “go to” player and comes
through for us time and time
again. Shane is overlooked
by many and does not get the
recognition he deserves,”
said Hasty.

On April 16 the team lost
to Naperville North. They
won the first match 15-4 and
lost the next match with the
scores 15-5 and 5-15.

“’With the return of Tom

Newman, the Wildcats are
hoping to get things moving
and make some real strides
in the second half of confer-
ence play and in post sea-
son,” said Hasty.

The team battled against
Wheaton Warrenville South
with a tough loss on April 11.
The matches were played
close with the scores 9-15
and 16-18.

“Andy Hein is stepping it
up to help the cause,” said
Hasty.

With three close matches
the Wildcats ended up losing
to Wheaton North on April
9%

“The last good match we
played was with Glenbard
East, but even then our
blocking was not good. We

made many mistakes, but for-
tunately we still won the
match,” said Hasty.

The Wildcats beat West
Aurora with only two
matches played with the
scores 15-9 and 7-15. The
game was held at West Au-
rora on April 4.

The team took place in a
tournament that was held in
Hoffman Estates. By beating
Mundelein, Hoffman Estates,
and Oak Park River Forest
the team came in third out of
five. They lost to New Trier
and Mundlein both matches
were played closely.

The season started out with
a victory on March 20. The
match took place at Larkin
with the scores of 15-10 and
15-9.
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