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Varsity paces with competition

By Marc Berry

The varsity boys basket-
ball team is 4-5 so far this
season.

Their most recent game was
on Tuesday against Geneva.
The final score was 69-54
with We-go taking the win.

On Dec. 15, they played at
home against York.

The Wildcats started off
behind but tried their best to
stay in the game. They suc-
ceeded in this, although they
still ended up losing 53-49.

The week was not all bad,
however, as the team grabbed
a win the night before fat
Naperville North, with a fi-
nal score of 62-52.

On Dec. 11, the team trav-
eled to Marquette and ended
up losing 57-50.

This loss followed another
loss against Wheaton
Warrenville South at the op-
posing team’s court.

The game was extremely
close and went into double
overtime.

Despite the Cats’ efforts,
Wheaton Warrenville South
grabbed the win, scoring 76

points to the Cats’ 73.

Jimmy O’Hara led the team
in points, with 24 overall.

O’Hara attempted three
three-point shots over the
night and sunk them all. He
also hit seven out of eight of
his free throws.

Other high scorers for the
night included Mike Paschke
and Nick Michael with 14
points each.

The team played their first
home game of the season a
week earlier and lost to
Glenbard North.

The season kicked off with
a Thanksgiving tournament
at Oswego, with We-go tak-
ing first place.

The Wildcats put forth a lot
of effort and ended up taking
first place, beating Oswego
and Yorkville with scores of
65-56 and 63-60 respec-
tively.

The only school able to
overtake We-go was
Marmion Academy, taking
the victory, 46-40.

Head coach Kevin Gimre
said that although the team
is doing well in many areas,

there is always room for im-
provement.

“One of our goals is to al-
ways improve from our last
game,” he said:

He also noted a few spe-
cific things the team could
improve on.

“We need to be more con-
sistent offensively and defen-
sively. We need to work to-
gether more as a team... as a
unit with one common goal -
to win,” Gimre said.

But there are a lot of things
that the team is doing con-
sistently, according to Gimre.

“There’s always a lot of
motion and intensity on the
court... For the most part, the
players are playing very
hard,” he said.

Junior varsity coach and
varsity assistant coach Eric
Lasky also noted some ups
and downs of the team.

“The positive thing is that
we’ve been close in every
game. The negative thing is
that we haven’t been winning
a lot of these close games,”
said Lasky.

Lasky said that although
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The boys varsity basketball team sharpens their skills in practice.

some people like to blame
losses on bad calls by the ref-

erees, the refs are not the ones |

to blame.

“Itdoesn’t matter what the
refs say. To win games, we
have to hit our free throws,
not turn the ball over, and
make crucial shots. These are
the things that decide games,
and against Naperville North
we did do these things,” he
said.

Lasky said he admired the
constant effort the team has
put forth, though.

“Against York and

Glenbard North, we fell be-
hind quick. We worked hard
to get back in the games, and
I’'m proud of that,” he said.

Lasky said this competi-
tiveness has been represen-
tative of the team through-
out the season.

“Fans that come to our
games can expect to see a
good game and not a blow-
out. We have been competi-
tive against all the teams, and
that involves a lot of stress
and energy,” said Lasky.

Right now, the team is
looking ahead to a Christmas

tournament at Waubonsie
Valley, where We-go will take
on four teams.

“It will be good to play dif-
ferent teams that will also-
provide a challenge,” said
Gimre.

Gimre said he hopes the
Wildcats will continue to
work hard and improve
through the tournament and
after.

“The road ahead will not
be any easier... We just need
to keep improving and win-
ning will take care of itself.,”
he said.

Varsity girls basketball team drops the ball in double overtime

By Michelle Loerzel

West Chicago varsity girls
lost to Naperville North in
double overtime Saturday.

“We had our chances to
win, but didn’t execute at the
end,” said girls varsity coach
Kim Wallner.

We-go girls were up 36-31
with three and a half minutes
left and after that they didn’t
score again.

Varsity girls led in both first
and second over time, but
couldn’t finish off, said
Wallner.

Senior Megan Young
broke her finger in second
overtime that will hurt the
team, said Wallner.

“Senior Lisa Thomas was

fouled out in the fourth quar-
ter. Sophomore Shaina
Sullivan scored 14 points.

“Sullivan made some big
shots in over time to put us
in lead,” said Wallner.

We-go lost to Shaumburg
42-27 Dec. 11. The girls were
down 21-20 in the third quar-
ter.

“This was a very physical
game,” said Wallner. “It was
a difficult loss for varsity
girls.”

We-go girls were winning
the entire game until fourth
quarter. The score was 23-14
at half and 38-31 at the end
of the third quarter.

In the beginning of the
fourth quarter We-go girls

had the first three shots to put
them in lead. After that the
girls couldn’t score again,
said Wallner.

Sophomore Lauren
Johnston had 12 points.
Johnston made some big
shots for the offense and had
high percent shooting, said
Wallner.

Sullivan had 10 points at
this game.

“We did well holding the
other team down on defense,”
said Wallner.

Glenbard North’s defense
Dec. 6 made it difficult for
the girls to shoot.

Two good guards on the
other team hurt us, said
Wallner.
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Meghan Young thinks quick and passes to a teammate during a recent game.

The girls were down eight
points at the end of the first
quarter, the score was 18-10.

The game ended when the
girls fouled and the other
team had 10 for 10 at the free
throw line.

Sullivan worked nicely to
my expectations, scoring 12
points against Glenbard
North, Wallner said.

Varsity had trouble coming
out, but had a great come
back at Oak Park, Wallner
said.

“They could have fallen
over and given up, but they
didn’t,” said Wallner.

The girls were down 18-4
at the end of first quarter, and
down 32-14 at half.

Varsity was able to hold
Oak Park to only four points
in the third quarter earlier in

‘this season.

We-go scored 22 points in
the fourth quarter, 11 of them
being Young. Young had a
total of 15 points the whole
game.

“Young is our key in com-
ing back,” Wallner said.

The girls had a hard time
playing against Conant
where they lost by 10. The
score was 37-47.

Sullivan was a bright spot
offensively on the team scor-
ing 13 points, Wallner said.

“They were really neverin
the game,” said Wallner.

We-go was down at the end
of the first quarter with a score
of 16-3 and down at half with
29-11.

In the fourth quarter we had
a little run, and were up by

two, said Wallner.

The girls scored 15 points
while the other team only
scored seven.

“We fatigued and had a
slow start this game,” said
Wallner.

Younger had her highest
shooting score of 31 points
in earlier .

We-go lost by one point in
overtime, the score was 56-
93

“It was a tough game,”
Wallner said.

Junior Nicole Skala and
Johnston shot eight points
each. Athalftime We-go was
down by three points and
Young had 10 baskets.

It ended up with both
teams having balanced
points.

In overtime the other team
had a three point shot and
after the girls couldn’t keep
up, said Wallner.

“The girls looked tired at
this game,” Wallner.

The team won their second
tournament game at Montini,
78-45. ;

Young made the top score
of 17 points.

Four girls had double fig-
ures.  They included
Johnston, Sullivan, Rogers,
and Young.

Rogers did a nice job com-
ing in and scoring three three-
pointers, said Wallner.

Thirty-two field goals were
scored at this game.

“We play great on full
court but we need to work on
our half court,” Wallner said.

Luckily the other team

only made about 50 percent
of their free throws, Wallner
said, if they would have made
more, Montini-could of had
a chance to beat We-go.

The other team could not
handle We-go’s defense pres-
sure, Wallner said.

The second game of their
tournament was played at St.
Benedicts. We-go varsity
girls won 75-31.

Young led the team with
26 points, and three assists.
Strock had nine points, three
steals and three assists. Skala
lead the team with seven re-
bounds.

Again Wallner said the op-
posite team couldn’t handle
We-go’s defense pressure.

We-go scored 19 out 24
field scores in the first half.
All together the girls scored
26 times out of 42.

The first varsity game and
first home game was a win for
the girls in late November,
with a 63-31 score.

Young had 19 points and
10 assists.

Four people had double
figures including Johnston,
Strock, Young and Skala.
Sullivan kept the team going
with 11 rebounds and eight
points.

Varsity girls scored 27 out
of 52 times on their first
game, making over 50 per-
cent of their shots.

Defense got 16 steals and
quite a few turnovers, said
Wallner.

“Ididn’t have a lot to com-
plain about in this game,”
Wallner said.
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