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Football season ends

By Derek Koelsch

The West Chicago varsity
football team played
Naperville Central in what
was an emotional game on
Friday.

It was emotional, not only
because they played DVC ri-
vals Naperville Central, but
because it was the last game
for the seniors, losing to
Naperville 42-9.

The varsity traveled to
face the Wheaton North Fal-
cons on Oct. 4. Not a lot went
right for the team, as the final
score was 39-14 with the Fal-
cons on top.

Coach Josh Chambers said

Junior varsity team goes

that this game was “The op-
posite of the West Aurora
game. We didn’t play well on
both sides.”

Chambers did not blame
penalties for the team losing.

“The penalties went
against us, but that’s not why
we lost the game,” he said.

The West Chicago home-
coming game was against the
West Aurora Blackhawks.
The Cats played hard and
won, 42-14.

“West Aurora has a lot a
decent players. They are simi-

lar to us,” said Chambers..

West Aurora have also
struggled in the DVC.

Chambers said the team
should have beaten them and
they did.

“Both our offensive and
defensive line did pretty
good.” Chambers said.

He added that homecom-
ing didn’t play that much of
arole because the Cats were
already pumped up.

Chambers said that next
year’s varsity team could
learn a few things from this
year’s varsity.

One example would be to
work as a team, create a fam-
ily environment, and disci-
pline, said senior Brandon
Baermann.

through ups and downs

By Michelle Loerzel

Muddy would be an under-
statement about JV’s game
against Glendbard North on
Oct. 13, coach Josh Chambers
said.

JV lost the game, 8-0 with
a halftime score of 0-0.

“It was next to impossible
to throw the ball,” Chambers
said.

Glenbard scored with a
screen pass close to the end
zone.

_It turned out to be a big
play for them, Chambers said.

JV had a couple of oppor-
tunities to score, but did just
not follow through.

Rain also made it difficult
for offense to do their-job,
according to Chambers.

“Senior Mike Nubie
played well. Senior Matt
Trygar did well, he-also in-
jured his neck,” said Cham-

- bers.

Junior middle linebacker
Eric Loosi did an especially
good job, Chambers added.

Wheaton North won their
homecoming game on Oct. 6
against West Chicago’s JV
team, 18-8.

Even the “black knight”
couldn’t help.

Chamber’s said the team’s
only touchdown came from
the trick play.

In the beginning of the
second quarter, with 37 yards
for a first down, senior Cris
Holguin passed to junior
Scott Sieder who threw it
deep to junior Joey
Klingberg who scored the
touchdown.

Senior James Thrasher hit
to make a fumble and Loosi
recovered the fumble.

Junior Matt Wasielewski
had seven tackles on Oct. 6.

JV had six turnovers, four .

fumbles and two intercep-
tions that kept them behind.
Trygar, Nubie, and Sieder
moved the ball, but then
fumbled and that hurt, Cham-
bers said.

All of West Chicago’s foot-

ball teams won their home-
coming game, including JV.

The score was 14-8 against
West Aurora Sept. 29.

Junior Brian Calabrese and
Trygar both scored touch-
downs.

The first touchdown was a
short 8-yard pass thrown by
Holguin to Calbrese. Trygar
ran the ball to score the two-
point conversion.

“We had no major mis-
takes, dense and offense
played well,” said Chambers.

Trygar scored the other
touchdown on a screen pass
about 14-yards, a two-point
conversion failed after the
second touchdown.

Trygar ran over 100 yards,
also Nubie and Sieder played
well Sept. 29, said Chambers.

Junior Buddy Wilkovicit
recovered two fumbles and
senior Mike Brown had one
interception. Junior Danny
Kaylor led the team in tack-
les Sept. 29.

Wyatt Schuyler runs his hardest looking to gain some yards.
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Freshmen lack experience

By Elliott Tinnes

The West Chicago fresh-
man football team suffered a
devastating loss to confer-
ence rival Glenbard North
Oct. 11.

Freshman head coach Ward
Rau factors the team’s lack
of experience into the loss.

* “They really weren’t over-
all better athletes, it was just
a matter of experience and
experience as a team,” said
Rau.

Rau credited Glenbard
North’s performance to the

fact that many of their play-

ers had much more experi-
ence and had played together
as a team longer than West
Chicago’s players had.

The team made a few per-

sonnel changes in prepara-
tion for their game. A new
offensive formation called
“Rhino” was thrown into the
playbook. In this offense the
team’s bigger players are used
as backs. Freshman Jeff Gil-

_bert was used as both a run-

ning and blocking back and
did very well, according to

‘Rau. It was used several times

with success and it also
spread the Glenbard defense,
opening up the passing game
for West Chicago.

Although risky plays are
not something that the fresh-
man coaching staff likes to
resort to, the team felt it nec-
essary to be risky if they were

~ tostay in the game, said Rau.

Risky decisions started

from the beginning of the sec-
ond half when the Wildcats
unsuccessfully attempted an
onside kick. The team then
tried new trick plays like
pitch passes-andTeverse.

All was attempted in vain,
though, with the game end-
ing in a Wildcat loss 33-0.

Although it was Wheaton
North’s homecoming Oct. 4,
the Falcons traveled to West
Chicago to duke it out in the
mud with We-go’s freshmen
football team. Cold, rainy
weather reflected the mood
of the game as both teams
battled the elements as well
as each other.

The game ended in an un-
fortunate 28-0 loss to
Wheaton North.

Sophomore football team honing talent on the field

By Josh Winquist

Sophomore T.J. Shan-
ahan’s 40-yard touchdown
pass to sophomore Dan Harms
wasn’t enough to defeat
Wheaton North on Oct. 5.

These were the only points
put on the scoreboard for the
Cats.

Coach Randy Zeitler said,
“Our offense played very in-
consistently.”

The defense gave up three
big-plays that allowed
Wheaton North to score 23
points.

On Oct. 6 the Cats B-team
lost a close game 20-16 los-
ing in the last minute.

“We still played well,”
said Zeitler.

West Aurora was no match

for the Wildcats on Sept. 28.

In We-Go’s homecoming
game offense gained a total
of 409 yards.

Sophomore Brad Bytof
and sophomore Elliott
Tinnes both rushed for over
100 yards.

Tinnes had a 93-yard run
for a touchdown, and Bytof
ran back a punt to the 5 yard
line.

Defense only let one
touchdown slip through.
Harms’ tackle stopped a West
Aurora touchdown attempt.

Wheaton-Warrenville
South took advantage of two
hurt starters during the game
on Sept. 21 ending the game
with a score of 21-0.

Offense lost two good

players that made it hard for
the sophomores to get a drive
going.

Sophomore Andy
Denniger sprained a ligament
in his. leg, and sophomore
Eric Oglanian ripped some
ligaments in his groin.

Wheaton-Warrenville
South then took to throwing
fades over the defensive

‘backs heads, and scoring

three touchdowns.
Naperville North was able
to squeeze an 8-7 victory over
the Wildcats on Sept. 14.
We-Go was in control of
the game all the way until the
end when Naperville North
took advantage of a missed

. field goal.

They drove the ball down

the field and scored a touch-
down and a two-point con-
version.

Tinnes scored for the Wild-
cats on a 10-yard run in the
second quarter, but that was
all they managed to score.

It was a tough loss for the
sophomores against
Glenbard East Sept. 7.

In the first quarter the of-
fense was able to move the
ball and the defense also
made some stops including a
goal line standoff, but it
wasn’t enough. The final
score of the game was 26-0,
dropping the sophomore
record to 1-2.

In the second week of the
season the sophomores im-
prove their record to 1-1. The

final score of the game was
20-12.

Batavia scored on two
breakaway runs, but failed to
make any extra points.
Tinnes said, “Our defense
played strong the whole
game, Batavia just broke for
two touchdowns.”

Offensively Denniger
broke a 99-yard touchdown
run which broke IHSA and
DVC records for the longest
sophomore run for a touch-
down.

The last two seasons have
been very promising for the
sophomore football team. In
the 1999 season the team
managed a record of 6-2-1.
Last year’s team record was
54,

“Our defense looks strong,
and our offensive play de-
pends on how the line
blocks, and there is a battle
for the quarter back spot be-
tween T.J. Shanahan and
Zack Hedger,” said Zeitler

There is talent existent at
the wingback position as
well.

Brad Bytof and Elliott
Tinnes look solid, Zeitler
said.

Zeitler also said some tal-
ents on the defensive side of
the field include sophomore
Hulices Davalos at defensive-
end, sophomore Nick Fair-
banks at nose guard, and

- sophomore Ryan Stuhr at the

strong safety spot.
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