




















Sports 

Phcto taken by Adam Turner 

Junior Andy Hein struggles to get his hands on the jump-ball at a game against West Aurora on Jan. 30. 

Boys basketball looking to end season on high note 
By Jamie Nadolny secutive points. With help The team's season is quickly 
The West Chicago High from senior Steve Gilbert coming to an end with only 

School varsity boys basket- who scored six points before three games left in the season. 
ball team record is 1-11 in the the half, West Chicago man- We-go is scheduled to play 
DuPage Valley Conference aged to pull the score to 29- Glen bard East in a home game 
and 7-14 in the non-confer- 23 at the start of the third on Feb. 16 and also Wheaton 
ence division. quarter. North on Saturday, Feb. 17. 

varsity team We-go played strongly "We have an advantage con-
played Naperville North on during the third quarter, with sidering the last two of three 
Feb. 9. Senior Brian Howard Howard making a three- games are at home. The next 
was unable to play in the point play and cutting the few games are crucial in gain­
game due to a recent leg in- Panther lead to ·only two ing momentum into regionals. 
jury. Howard is expected to points with a breakaway The team is really trying to fo­
be out for the rest of the sea- dunk. Juniors Andy Hein cus on playing well in the 
son. and Jim O'Hara also played game Friday," said McCarthy. 

The score was tight well defensively. Despite the near-end of the 
throughout the entire game "The team started out slug- season, the Wildcats are still 
and We-go trailed by three gish during the first quarter, trying to focus on improving 
points at the end of the fourth but they came out with a pur- their technique. 
quarter. pose after the half. Every- "Offensively, we have been 

With less than twenty sec- one played intensely during playing really well. However, 
onds left on the clock, the the third quarter and the defensecouldimproveonturn­
Wtldcats attempted to tie the Panthers only trailed by six overs and rebounding. We're 
score with a three point shot points at the start of the trying to correct little mistakes 

so that we can focus on play­
ing strongly during the rest 
of the season," McCarthy 
said, 

West Chicago's fans have 
also helped the varsity team 
build up their confidence 
near the end of the road. 

"We have the best fans in 
the DVC. They make us 
want to play as hard as we 
can even if we're lacking 
points," said senior Jerry 
Coleman. 

"It's been a challenging 
year for the team, and it's 
tough to support a team that 
isn't winning. I think that 
the fans have been espe­
cially great throughout the 
season and I want to com­
pliment them for their sup­
port," said McCarthy. 
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Valdez joins the 
We-go wrestling 
crew this season 

By Steve Taylor 
Young men shout in pain and agony as they are put 

. through some of the most intense physical pain of their 
young lives. They all wish they could stop, but if they do, 
they know that more pain and ridicule is in store for them. 

These are not the conditions of a military boot camp, al­
though at times it may seem like it. This is the atmosphere 
at a West Chicago High School wrestling practice. One of 
the men most directly responsible for this environment is 
new assistant coach Eddie Valdez. 

Valdez, 22, was hired this year as assistant coach on the 
wrestling staff. In attempts to rebuild the staff and, conse­
quently, quality of the West Chicago wrestling program, 
entirely new coaching spots were given at all levels. Long 
time assistant coach Bob Guerrero, was promoted from as­
sistant to head coach and given the responsibility to hand­
pick his own coaching staff. That was when he decided on 
Valdez. 

"Yeah, Bob just kind of called me up one day and said, 
'Hey, you wannabe a coach?"' Valdez said. 

A long time resident of West Chicago, Valdez attended 
West Chicago High School for freshman year only. After 
<;ompleting the ninth grade, he moved to Sycamore and at­
tended Sycamore High School. 

"1 had known Bob from Park District wrestling as a kid. 
All the families of wrestlers kind of all know each other. We 
all share a common bond," Valdez shrugs. "I guess Guerrero 
had liked the way I handled myself [in matches] and thought 
I would be good for the kids." 

Valdez had been a four year varsity letter winner for wres­
tling, starting at the 103 pound weight class his freshman 
year. He was also an accomplished two-year letter winner in 
football, gaining over 1,000 yards rushing at tailback both 
his junior and senior years. He also gained all conference 
honors in those same years. 

Valdez enjoyed his football years. "I always liked play­
ing football more than wrestling, always. Oh, I loved it. It 
was so much fun. But I was too small to go on. Nobody 
wants a 5'5" 125 pound back [in college]," said Valdez. 

"That's what's best about wrestling. There's always a spot 
fcir you, unless you're over heavy [275 pound weight class]. 
And they'll all be the same; no one is bigger than you," said 
Valdez. 

Early in. the season Valdez was optimistic about this year's 
wrestling season despite less then perfect records from West 
Chicago in the past, he said. 

"I think these kids got what it takes. I'm teaching them 
everything I did, the way I acted before a match. I always 
went out there knowing I was going to win; I never thought 
I'd get beat. Most of the time it worked. I'm trying to get 
them to act the same way. It's all mental, it's a mental sport," 

Valdez said. 
Valdez lives with his parents in Sycamore. He works dur­

ing the day with his dad at an insurance company. 

by senior Josh Rodgers. The fourth," said varsity coach WI.nter sports season starting to w. rap itself up: 
ball bounced off of the rim Dan McCarthy. 
just as the buzzer went off to West Chicago managed to Sports schedule shows what's new on the Wildcat playing field 
end the game. tighten the Panther lead to Boys Wrestling 

The 49-46 loss ended the two points during the fourth Friday, Feb. 16 
pme with another confer- quarter, but the game ended 

ur Chi wa'th a series of free throws. Saturday, Feb. 17 
ence .eat.or nest cago. Thesday, Feb. 20 

The varsity team played Although the Wildcats made 
Glenbard North in an away 22 of26 free throw shots, the Saturday, Feb. 24 

game on Feb. 2. Although team didn't follow through 
the score was close through- during clock time. 
out the entire game, the Pan- "Both our team and 
thers pulled through with a North's played very incon­
victory 61-52. sistently all night. We 

The Wildcats started off played hard, but we made a 
slow during the farst quarter few bad decisions at the end 
but managed to cut Glen bard of the game and fouled the 
North's lead to 13-11 at the Panther's best free throw 
beginning of the second shooter. We tried our best to 
quarter. In the first few min- pull through at the end, but 
utes of the second quarter, the it was a disappointing loss." 
Panthers scored nine con- said McCarthy. 

Boys Swimming 
Saturday, Feb. 17 
Friday, Feb. 23 
Saturday, Feb. 24 

Girls Basketball 
Thursday, Feb. 15 
Monday Feb. 19 
Thursday, Feb. 22 
Monday,Feb.26 
Friday, March 2 
Saturday, March 3 

v 
v 
v 
v 

v 
v 
v 

v 
v 
v 
v 
v 
v 

Individual State Finals 
Individual State Finals 
Team Sectionals 
Team State Finals 

Sectionals 
State Finals 
State Finals 

Regional Finals 
Sectional Semifinals 
Sectional Finals 
Super Sectional 
State Finals 
State Finals 

Boys Basketball 
Friday, Feb. 16 

Saturday, Feb. 17 

Friday, Feb. 23 

SIV 

SN 

SN 
WHEATONWARR SOUTH-

Monday, Feb. 26 v 
Tuesday, Feb. 27 v 

v 
Friday, March 2 v 
Tuesday, March 6 v 
Wednesday, March 7 v 
Friday, March 9 v 
Tuesday, March 13 v 
Friday, March 16 v 
Saturday, March 17 v 

GLENBARD EAST 
6:00/7:30 p.m. 
at Wheaton North 
6:00/7:30 p.m. 

Senior Parent Night 
6:00/7:30 p.m. 
Regional Quarterfinals 
Regional Semifinals 
Regional Semifinals 
Regional Finals . 
Sectional Semifinals 
Sectional Semifinals 
Sectional Finals 
Super Sectionals 
State Finals 
State Finals 
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We-go athletes tell all 
Athlete Profile: Wres­

. tling, Gus Detrick 
Three years in a sport 

doesn't seem very long. But 
when it's three years of dedi­
cation and hard work, it can 
go a long way. Wildcat wres­
tler junior Gus Detrick is li v­
ing proof of that. 

What do you like best 
aboutthe team? · 

How it brings everyone to­
gether and you know every­
one better. 

What is the best thing 
about the sport? 

It's one-on-one and it's all 
on you whether you win or 
not. 

What was the highlight of 
your high school wrestling 
career? 

Beating Glenbard North in 
conference. 

What is something you 
continue to work on as an 
athlete? 

My overall condition. 
What advice would you 

give to younger aspiring 
athletes? 

Keep with the sport be­
cause it gets easier. 

What do you think took 
you this far in your athletic 
career? 

Good coaching. 
What is the most impor­

tant lesson you have 
learned from playing a 
sport? 

That not everything comes 
easy in life and you need to 
work for it. 

Athlete Profile: Boys 
Swimming, Joe Hamlin 

Senior Joe Hamlin began 
swimming when he was 6-
years-old, and has remained 
faithful to the sport ever 
since, competing at the var­
sity level in the 100 fly, 100 
free and 200 IM. Here's his 
take on swimming: 

What do you like best 
about the team? 

The comradery and the en­
thusiasm toward others. 

What is the best thing 
about the sport? 

I like to shave everything 
at the end of the season. 

What was the highlight of 
your high school swimming 
career? 

My senior season. 
What do you continue to 

work on as an athlete? 
Refining my stroke. 
What do you think took 

you this far in your athletic 
career? 

Many hours of early morn­
ing practice. 

What do you see in your 
future as an athlete? 

Hopefully swimming in 
college. 

What challenges you 
most in swimming? 

Doing insane threshhold 
sets. 

What is the most impor­
tant lesson you have 
learned from playing a 
sport? 

Every second counts even 
down to the hundreths. 

Athlete Profile: Girls Basketball, Sarah Coiley 
Senior Sarah Coiley has played basketball since fifth grade, 

and has played here at We-go for three years. Here's her 
outlook on the game: 

Who/what inspired you to become an athlete? 
When I was younger (second grade) I used to watch the 

older girls play. When I saw them I knew I wanted to play. 
My family is also very athletic. 

What is the best thing about playing basketball? 
Winning is always a great feeling, but I think the support 

from my family when I play is the best. I love playing for my 
family and making them proud. 

Looking back now that you're a senior, what was the 

highlight of your basketball career here at We-go? 
Coming back junior year because I didn't play my sopho­

more year because of personal problems. I got a lot of sup­
port from the team. That was a very hard time for me and 
they welcomed me back with open arms. 

What advice would you give to younger aspiring ath· 
letes? 

To never give up and always work hard at whatever you 
do. 

What is the most important lesson you learned from 
your experiences as an athlete? 

With God anything and everything is possible because 
without him I wouldn't have gotten as far as I did. 
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Boys track begins indoor season, looks to outdoor 
By Marc Berry 
The We-go boys indoor 

track team participated in 
their first meet of the sea­
son Friday at Rolling 
Meadows, where they 
competed against the 
home team, Maine East, 
and Elgin. The varsity 
team came in second while 
junior varsity came in ftrSt. 

The team perfmmed well 
all-around, according to 
assistant coach Matt Doll. 

"There are some things 
we still need to work on, 
but I'm hoping we can fo­
cus on our strong events 
now ... and improve on our 
weaker areas for the out­
door season," said assistant 
coach Matt Doll. 

The season started Jan. 
15. According to head 
coach, Paul McLeland, 
they have a large team this 
year, with the largest num­
ber of people attending 
practice being 70. 

He believes this number 
may grow, however, when 
swimmers and basketball 
players fmish their sea­
sons. "We're working hard · 
We're going to be as good 
aswecanbe. 

''We have filOt of people, 
But I always tell them 
'quality beats quantity'," 
said McLeland. 

The largest class on the 
team is the juniors, which 
McLeland believes is a 
good thing because of their 

performance last year as 
sophomores. 

So far there are no cap­
tains, but McLeland be­
lieves the leaders of the 
team include juniors Ed 
Abante and Joe Park, and 
senior Matt Raymond. 

Returning varsity letter 
winners include seniors 
Jon Brown, Brian Howard, 
Raymond, and Chris 
Salutric; juniors Joe 
Caniano, Corey Coleman, 
Jon Lim, Mike Nubie, 
Park, Adam Selcke, and 
Tom Wojcicki; and sopho­
more Wyatt Schuyler. 

Junior Joe Caniano said, 
"We're going to tear it up 
this season." 

"We're going to take the 

DVC by storm," said jlUl­
ior Tyler Belding. 

McLeland said his goal 
for the season is to g~t as 
many people to the state 
competition as possible. 
Some individuals he be­
lieves have a good chance 
include Coleman, 
Schuyler, and Howard, in 
triple jump, shot put, and 
high jump respectively. 

McLeland believes 
sprinting is the team's 
strong point and that they 
owe it to sprint coach Doll 
who is in his seventh year 
of coaching. Randy Zeitler 
·is acting as shotput coach, 
while a friend of Doll's, 
Jerry Gozum is hurdler 
coach. 

Girls track starts season off indoor season with a win 
By Marc Berry day at home against East 
-The We-go girls track team Aurora and Larkin. 

participated in their first meet The season started Jan. 15, 
of the indoor season Feb. 7 at with new Eng lisb teacher 
home against Bartlett. We- Bovis acting as head coach 
go outperformed the visiting for her first year at We-go. 
team and took home a win. She coached girls cross-

Sophomore Missi Sheme coWl try earlier in the year, as 
tied the school record of 5 feet well. She said she is hoping 
4 inches for the high jump. for a good season. 

As it was only the first meet "We want to get as many 
of the season, head coach girls to state as we can [and] 
Katerina Bovis said she be- improve our standing in the 
lieves Sheme can break the DVC," she said. 
record by the season's close. "If everyone puts in a lot 

Their next meet is Thurs- of effort, we'll have a good 

season," said junior Erin 
Kirby. 

Last year We-go had 
alumni Jocelyn Schineller 
qualify for state for shot put, 
and they placed seventh in 
the DuPage Valley Confer-
.ence. 

"There are some sprinters 
and jumpers I think have a 
good chance of qualifying for 
state," Bovis said. 

There are about 40 girls on 
the team and only one senior. 
As of now, there are no team 

captains. 

Bovis said she expects to 
see the team grow, as winter 
sports come to an end. 

There are still some things 
the team needs to improve 
on, according to Bovis. 

"We need to work on the 
technical aspects ... starts, re­
lay exchanges, hurdles. We 
also need to nm to our po­
tential," Bovis said. 

The outdoor season will 
begin in April. 

"The indoor season 1s ba­
sically practice for our out­
door meets," said Bovis. 

Conference ... (continued from page I) 
The team was down at half as number one, they are "We want everyone to step expectations at the begm-

time and trailed Wheaton ready to move on to greater up and play their best in the ning of the season, and now 
South throughout the third things. Regionals began for regionals. That's key," said they've learned to play to­
and fourth quarters, at one the Wildcats on Tuesday Wainer, who wants the team gether, said Wainer. 
point being down 44- 35. against West Aurora, in the to use their experience to "I have confidence in my 

The Cats finally came Bishop gym. benefit them in the regional team. I feel great about how 
within one point of South's "After conference it's a season. our team has stuck together" 
lead when junior Sarah Bass' whole new season. Everyone "Oncewewonafewgames, Senior Cathy Brinn said. 
hit a shot and brought the starts over 0-0. We've bad the confidence rose and now The Cats had two victories 
score to 44-43, but the girls different players step up at there's a belief in themselves against Wheaton North 56-
were still down with less than different times throughout and each other,'' said Wainer. 37 and Glenbard East 52-37. 
a minute left in the game. the season. The team had a lot of high There was a chance that 

The Wildcats got posses- ~~=:-================:::::::~ the Cats would share the con-
sian after a rebound and ference title with Naperville 
called a time out. The Cats North, because of a loss to the 
made an out-of-bounds play Huskies 39-34 Jan. 25. 
withonlythreesecondsleft, "We just didn't take 
to win the game. enough good shots," said 

Senior Jaymie Schmidt Mildebrath. 
said never doubted her team. The Cats quickly bounced 

''We've been in that posi- back from their loss, and 
tion before and we've come Naperville North lost Feb. 1 
out on top before. You've just to Naperville Central, leav-
got to go out and do it," said ing the fate of their confer-
Schmidt ence reign back in their own 

"Wheaton Warrenville hands. 
came out and played a won- The Wtldcats also defeated 
derful game. They gave it Glenbard North, one of the 
their all and all," said Wainer. only conference teams that 

Their last game determined had beat them this season, 
whether the 'cats would share winning 47-41. 
the conference title or not. The girls' overall record 
Now that the girls are alone stands at 25-3 and their con­

ference record is 12-2. 

Boys swimming takes third in DVC Over holiday break the 
Cats dominated the Benet/ 

By Mike Mroz 
The boys swim team fm­

ished third in their first DVC 
conference competition, Sat­
urday, Feb. 3. 

"We rocked," said senior 
Joe Hamlin. 

Senior Joe Lureau and 
Hamlin earned school 

records and ·made state cuts 
in the breaststroke and the 
butterfly respectively. 

In the past few weeks the 
team received second place 
at the Wtldcat Relays, and 
second place at the Lyons 
Township meet, which were 
both an all-time best place-

ment in the history of the Naperville North invita-
West Chicago's team. tional, beating Wheaton 

Sectionals take place on Warrenville South, York, 
Saturday, and state finals are Nequa Valley and Naperville 
held on Feb. 23 and Feb. 24. Nor.th. 

"I'm looking forward to The team won second 
shaving my body and swim- ....__ __ --.;.;.;=--- ~~~~~~~ place in the townament, with 
ming really fast," said Junior Billy Rocca takes a dive beginning his attempt at the their only loss to Benet 55-
Hamlin. 100 yard freestyle. 36. 
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