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Boys team swims steadily |  Vavrek places first: freshman swimmer shows skill

By Sean Reynolds By Mary Beth Selby once. Iswam duringmy gym  and has competed for almost winning state.

The West Chicago boys swimming team continues to do | What does it take to wina  class, I hadacouple hoursof aslong. Starting with swim- “Sometimes I do get tired
well with arecord of 3-1. On Dec. 14, the team defeated York | state swimming champion- swim practice after school ~ming lessons, Vavrekmoved  of swimming, but then the
by 80 points with a score of 130-50. ship? during the season, and then  up to club swimming and geason finally ends and you

The team’s Dec. 12 meet against Hinsdale South was can- | Freshman Jackie Vavrek alsohad todo some dryland  then to Jr. Olympics and Jr.  get a bit of a rest.
celled due to the weather. would know. €XErcises. Nationals. “As for state, ] am glad that

The team had their best finish in school history at the We- |  Vavrek recently became  “It  was strenuous work  Vavrek placed 21st at the | won, but now I have a lot of
go relay meet on Dec. 9. The team ranked second of 11 | the girls state champion for that cut into my social life Jr. Nationals (up to age 18), expectation upon me to win
teams. : the 50-yard freestyle. Her sched- next year or the next. Idon’t

Boys swimming also broke the 400-meter individual med- | time was 23.84 Photof know how much further I can
ley relay record and the 200-meter breaststroke relay record | seconds. Ja";”q:"\zyw 20, but I guess I can always
at the Dec. 9 meet. This brought her try to exceed in other sports,”

“The team is looking good and everyone is working hard,” | all the way to get- | Freshman said Vavrek.
said Coach Bryan Artel. ting the state title, dpckie. Vovrek Even though Vavrek has

AtaDec. 7 meet against Benet, the team lost 92-91. How- | which hasn’t been wasa hox It some doubts about her future
ever, senior Joe Hamlin had his personal best in the 200- | accomplished at p!ace el in swimmine, she does ha

e ; . (tight). With s P o
meter freestyle with a time of 1:53, said Artel. We-go since 1994 nioe — Jeamy a personal goal.

Boys swimming beat Oswego with a score of 126-64 on “T'had a bitof an Cwiak, junior ‘ “T want to be state cham-
Dec. 5. expectation to win Heather pion again next year, be in

The team’s first meet of the season on Dec. 1 against Larkin
was a victory. The final score was 126-45.

Senior Joe Lureau won the 200-meter freestyle and the
100-meter breaststroke. The team also finished first in the
medley relay, and they were less than one second away from
the state cut. :

Artel said that the relays are doing well, and they are hav-
ing good times for the start of the season. He said that the
team is performing solidly.

“As long as everyone keeps doing the same, we should do
really well,” said Artel.

at state,” said
Vavrek. “It wasn’t
areally big deal to
me at first, but later
it sunk in as a very
big deal”

The after effects of win-
ning a state title may have
settled in later, but Vavrek was
prepared for the meet.

Vavrek worked and trained
hard to reach the top.

Prochnau, and
sophomore |
Eom ity

Biancalana

ule. I would see my friends
from swimming, but I hardly
ever saw my other friends not
in swimming outside of
school. And Istill had home-
work on top of that,” said
Vavrek.

Boys basketball shoots to
score at home and away

By Jamie Nadolny

The West Chicago High
School boys basketball
team’s record is currently (2-
4,0-2).

The boys varsity game
scheduled for Tuesday, Dec.
12 was canceled due to the
weather. The team was
supposed to play against
Ottawa Marquette in a home
game.

We-go played State

Champions West Aurora in
an away game on Dec. 8.
West Chicago stayed in the
single digits until the second
quarter but gained points
after the half.
- West Chicago’s main
conflict was the large amount
of turn-overs, resulting in
points for Aurora.

Junior Andy Heinand
seniors Brad Olsen and Steve
Gilbert played during the
second half, scoring eight
points each.

The final score was West
Aurora 55, West Chicago 37.

Junior Jim O’Hara fouled
out during the game despite
attempts to gain points. Hein
was the lead scorer of the
game with nine points.

We-go also played
Naperville Central in an away
game on Dec. 1.

Although the score was
tight throughout the game,
Central pulled ahead at the
end of the fourth quarter,
making the final score 57-48.

The varsity team pulled
the game to a tight 48-44 in
Central’s favor during the
fourth quarter.

However, We-go trailed
behind after fouling

Naperville. Central scored
nine of 10 free throw points
during the last two minutes
of the game.

Gilbert scored 19 points in
lay-ups and jump shots
during the game. Olsen was
also a lead scorer during the
game with eight points.

West Chicago also placed
second with a final record 2-
1 at the Oswego
Thanksgiving Tournament
Nov. 21-25.

The boys varsity team
finished in top place during
the first game against
Oswego with a score of 62-
57. The away game was the
first win of the season for the
Wildcats.

During the second game,
We-go lost to Yorkville, 66-
56.

Senior Brian Howard and
Olsen each scored 11 points
during the game, and seniors
Josh Rogers and Mike Nutall
each scoredl0. Olsen had
nine rebounds and Howard
nabbed eight.

West Chicago pulled
through during the final
game against Marmion,
however, finalizing the 44-
26 score and securing the
second place title at the
tournament.

Olsen led the team with 10
points, and Howard scored
nine. Nutall and junior Matt
Weber each had six rebounds.

Olsen and Rogers were
included in the five-man All-
Tournament team. Senior
Nick Romanelli and O’Hara
also scored points at the
tournament.

“I trained for about four
hours each day, but not all at

Vavrek has been swimming
since she was five years old

Hockey hits hard with skill

By Sean Reynolds

Playing on the West Chicago hockey team takes more than
just skill.

Players must have discipline and must accept many rules,
including the zero-tolerance rule. The team had a problem
earlier in the season with the zero-tolerance rule.

Fans who came to watch the team were very loud and dis-
tracting to the players. Although the team did not officially
get penalized, the referees warned the team about the distrac-
tions.

Now the team has monitors to keep an eye on the crowd
during the game, said manager Nancy Baumracker.

The team faces another problem. Most games are on Sun-
day, and some players cannot make the games. Baumracker
said the team would win more games if they had more play-
ers show up to games.

Some players miss games due to family or religious con-
flicts and commitments, said Baumracker.

Normally, the team has around 10 skaters per game, and
after a while the players get tired and don’t perform as well,
Baumracker said.

She would like to see at least 13 skaters per game. The
team has a lot of strength, though. Most of the players on the
team have played for several years, so they all have experi-
ence.

The top West Chicago players are senior Eric Mederich
and junior Matt Baumracker. Wheaton Academy’s student
Jonathon Shaver is the league’s top scorer.

Baumracker also pointed out the great coaching staff the
team has. Jeff Mederich and Jim Shaver coach the team.

“Both were offered a salary to coach the team, but denied it
just for love of the game. They are very good coaches,”
Baumracker said.

The West Chicago hockey team plays in the West Subur-
ban Junior Varsity Hockey League, which consists of 3 divi-
sions (red, white, and blue) for a total of 25 teams.

Teams in the red division have one junior varsity team. In
the white division there are two teams, a junior varsity team
and a varsity team. Teams in the blue division have three
teams, two junior varsity teams and one varsity team.

This is West Chicago’s first year with a hockey team, and
they are combined with Wheaton Academy. The team is ranked
third in their division. They play in the West Suburban Jun-
ior Varsity Hockey group.

The team plays home games at several locations. The team
usually plays home games at Center Ice in Glen Ellyn.

The team practices at an ice rink in Addison. The West
Chicago Wildcat Hockey Team continues to do well with a
record of 6-4-0.

5% at the senior state (all
ages), and won at Jr. Olym-
pics (up to age 14). Her best
times were 23.70 seconds for
the 50-freestyle and 52.89
seconds for the 100-freestyle.

Vavrek said that these are
some of her greatest personal
accomplishments besides

the top three for the 100-
freestyle, and possibly go -
onto the Olympics at some
point in my swimming career.
The possibility of even go-
ing to the Olympics is a big
motivation that keeps me
swimming,” said Vavrek.

Besides swimming, Vavrek
also participates in track and
she is the freshman class
president in student council.
She also enjoys playing
other sports, including soc-
CEr.

By Marc Berry

The West Chicago wres-
tling team began their sea-
son Nov. 6.

The varsity team recently
[took a trip to Hindsdale Cen-
tral for the two-day Rex
'Whitlach Invitational on
Dec. 15 and 16. However,
[results were not available at
press time.

Earlier in the week, on
Dec. 14, they visited
Glenbard North in an at-
tempt to take down their
team. They failed in their
efforts, though, as Glenbard
North took the win,

“If we had gotten a full
week of practice, I think that
we would have done a lot
better in the meet. We gave
it all that we had, and we did
well overall, but there are
still a few things that we
eed to work on,” said se-
ior Robert Whitman.

Dec. 9 saw the team at Oak
River Forest, where they

peted against Oak Park,
‘ and Crystal Lake
entral. We-go defeated all
three schools.

OnDec. 5, they competed
lagainst Aurora East and
walked away with their first
victory of the season.

They traveled to
'Woodstock on December 2,
I;ttempting to take down the

ome team, Hersey, and
Glenbard West.

We-go did not have a full
Hline up for the meet, and they

were defeated by all teams.

On Dec. 1, they competed
l:t Naperville Central and
1

ost to the home team,
3-21.

Varsity wrestles for the top

Their first meet took place
Nov. 25 at home for the 22™
Annual Wildcat Invita-
tional, where they took
sixth place out of eight com-
peting teams.

Bob Guererro is head
coach again this year, as-
sisted by Ed Valdez. Rich
Berendson acts as freshman
coach for the team.

According to Guererro,
the biggest thing holding
the team back this year is
experience.

“We have a young team.
Our freshmen are inexperi-
enced, but they're tough,” he
said.

He also said he believes
that by the end of the year,
the freshmen will have im-
proved a lot.

Junior Nate Willia::l

agreed. “The guys with ex-
perience are doing well,

the younger players just
need more experience. Asaj
team we are very well con-
ditioned. We just need to
work on our technique.”

The team’s next sched-
uled meet is on Dec. 29 at
Downers Grove South with
Prospect and Argo High
Schools.

“I think that we need to

improve the confidence
level in the freshmen, jun-|-
ior varsity, and varsity|
teams.
“By having a good atti-
tude, we’ll be able to moti-
vate ourselves to do well,
which is one of our goals for|
the season,” said senior
Steve Taylor about the up-
coming meet.
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