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Ophelia Speaks reveals the truth about teens 
By Jamie Nadolny 
There is a novel that gives 

the blatant facts about what 
it is like to grow up. A harsh, 
but honest, collection of teen­
age perspectives, this book 
tells the truth about high 
school experiences and ado­
lescence. Ophelia Speaks 
makes an outrageous debut in 
provocative nonfiction, and it 
also relates to everyday life. 

College graduate Sara 
Shandler, who creates a self­
help masterpiec.e that will 

haunt you with its veracious 
attitude, compiled the book in 
1999. Shandler formats the 
novel in a series of original 
pieces selected from more 
than 800 contributions. 

Ophelia Speaks brings to­
gether opinions and writings 
by girls nationwide. The 
novel collects convictions 
from all over the world, from 
various races, religions, and 
socioeconomic backgrounds. 

With stories and personal 
accounts from girls (or 
Ophelias) ranging in ages 12 
to 18, Ophelia Speaks gives 
the real view on personal and 

public issues that most teen­
agers are afraid of admitting 
and most adults are afraid of 
talking about. 

The novel is organized into 
five parts: "The Body Under 
Assault," "Family Matters," 
"The Worst and Best of 
Friends," "Touched by De­
sire," and "Overcoming Ob­
stacles and Coming into Our 
Own." 

Based on accounts of body 
image, boys, politics, parents, 
school, and sex, Shandler 

helps teenagers realize that . 
their experiences are not un­
common. Readers realize 
that they are not alone in their 
conflicts and challenges. 

"How did every girl I grew 
up with learn to measure their 
merit by the size of their 
skirt?" one girl writes in the 
pages of Ophelia Speaks. 
"Why does Gap make a size 
zero? How can their moth­
ers look into the pale, sunken 
eye sockets and see daughters 
instead of dying victims . . . ?' 
The ultimate question: What 
designed Barbie? I am furi­
ous with the world today." 

Boys verses girls: 
By Alexandra Patin 
Stirring controversy is 

what Christina Hoff 
Sommers has resorted to in 
her latest book The War 
Against Boys: How Mis­
guided Feminism is Hanning 
our Young Men. 

She starts off with a good 
boys are falling behind 

in almost all aspects of life, 
especially school, and need 
special attention. But as the 
book progresses so does her 
irrationality concerning boys 
and girls relating to society 
and adults in the world. 

Perhaps one of the most 
telling chapters is the first, 
where she introduces herself 
as an advocate of boys and as 

a leader against girls. 
"How do boys fit into the 

'tragedy' of America's 'short­
changed' girls? Inevitably, 
boys are resented, being seen 
both as the unfairly privileged 
gender and as obstacles on 
the path to gender justice for 
girls. There is an understand­
able dialectic: the more girls 
are portrayed as diminished, 
the more boys are regarded 
as needing to be taken down 
a notch and reduced in impor­
tance." 

Perhaps Sommers should 
give some evidence of that 
claim, which comes in dur­
ing the first chapter, "Where 
the Boys Are"; certainly it is 
lofty enough to cause the 

In the novel, girls write 
about their beliefs, their prob­
lems, their happiness, and 
their fury. All of their emo­
tions are interlocked, how­
ever, when Shandler gives her 
own opinion in · Ophelia 
Speaks. The topics of each 
chapter are introduced by 
Shandler's views, which of­
fer the comfort and advice 
similar to that c;>f a trusted and 
dependable friend. 

Although derived from the 
adolescent girl, Ophelia 

Speaks is a must for anyone 
experiencing the whirlwind 
of emotions known as pu­
berty. Males who want to 
learn more about the opposite 
sex, or even learn to under­
stand themselves, should read 
Shandler 's brilliantly de­
signed compilation of advice. 

Shandler has created an in­
genious masterpiece that all 
teenagers can relate to. Her 
truthful rendition of high 
school and home will help 
you better understand life. In 
the pages of her novel, girls, 
Ophelias, speak. 
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By Mary Beth Selby 

ADBPEPASSEMBLY GKLOJ JIYM 
FHWSTORAGEQWFBVCGELHERX 

CTLINMOHS CHOOL 
APFEL SFGUZO UGQT JVKTIEEJ 

YEGDYDJRUtYRFHPARADEHUD 
·: DEUETDUCWB'EGNUFYDLK:E-IPHE 

SETELHTADANCEMVNKIOUUHO 
Y JFYUSLTMXCZOTRTNEJKDH 

TSTSRL WSHMMORNINGGAMES S 
·F L W·R A E G) SF H S L 0 IT H MD G S Y E 
DGUHTGYBFBFAKPRENWTJFM 

_., UNBBIQDGLOYFOKDROMANCE 
E. IV 0 C K CW R.D 0 Y E L 0 H G P D Y J N H 

YOWRGDUHEFRFJTXJTQQFHTHF 
· DCGDZIEFD'IELEBATTLESHIP 
GEHGHDSCTOSWVRUYFRHLDHG 
FMGARNHKUGTHGMDISGNVFDR 
GOGMEATHNWGQUEENLGSQDOG 
CHEERLEADINGGFYDHDOCBDF 

FESFYFXDSBJGMPEPRINTGK 
NVPGDBHIDLUFAYVZEQXNBFY 
GHGDRNLAFVAMASCOTSCGKTJ 
ODXBHAVQNSZGTGDYTSHFOQF 

AHEYOCGDRDGVGZGNXPTRAHDT 

Word bank 

Wildcats 
Football 
King 
Queen 
food fest 
Pep assembly,· 
Float Building 
Dance '' 
Dress 
Athletes 
Themes 
Cheerleading 
Band · 
Mascot 
Morning Games 
Board games 
Battleship 
Clue 
Monopoly 
Candy land 
Homecoming 
DJ 
Romance 
School Spirit 
Poms 
Parade 
Tickets 

Who will come out on top of this war? 
reader to do a double take. 

Surely she cannot mean 
that because attention (how­
ever unjust) is given to girls 
in society, everyone is start­
ing to hate boys. 

However, that is one basic 
premise of her argument 
against what she calls "mis­
guided feminism." 

Misguided femitlism, she 
is what is 

the nation's decline of the 
status and of the attention 
given to boys, not just in adult 
society, but in schools: 

Sommers presents many 
facts and statistics pertaining 
to schools around the United 
Staes, and the differences be­
tween girls and boys in cer-

tain areas of education. 
For example, more girls sat 

for AP exams between the 
years of 1984-1996, and 
more girls participated in ex­
tracurricular activities in 
school than boys, with the 
exception of sports, Girls 
also receive better grades. 

Sommers struggles to use 
these facts as proof of her 
earlier claim that boys are 
resented and are 
undeservingly given the shaft 
many times. 

Later on in the novel, she 
paints the picture of the poor 
and innocent schoolboy, be­
ing punished for" what many 
people would think' minor 
offenses. 

She brings up the cases of 
several male students, ages 
six to 17-years-old. The most 
serious punishment was ex­
pulsiol) for the 17-year-old, 
after repeated sexual innu­
endo directed towards and 
concerning female students. 

Of course, as she points 
out, the severity of the pun­
ishment is debatable, how­
ever that is· where her logic 
ends. 

She decides to take the 
punishment as a case of sex 
discrimination instead of 
what it really is- a problem 
with behavior. 

She states that tlie "schools 
rightly fear lawsuits," and 
therefore teenage boys are 

held to a zero tolerance 
policy. 

Sommers goes on to say 
that the boys are just doing 
what's natural, and that this 
zero tolerance policy is sup­
pressing instinct. Maybe so, 
but does that mean that boys 
should be able to make any­
one repeatedly feel uncom­
fortable just because they feel 
like it? 

Perhaps Sommers has 
good ideas, but they are 

badly backed and her expec­
tations of the reader to auto­
matically agree with her off 
hand comments thrown in 
here and there are unreason­
able. At a little over $20, this 
book is a good read. 

Harry Potter is niore than a child's fantasy story 
By Mary-Megan Kalvig 
Harry Potter Mania swept 

through the world with the 
release of the fourth book last 
summer and the new mention 
of a movie. The craze could 
not have happened though, 
without the first book, Harry 
Potter and the Sorcerer's 
Stone, by J.K. Rowling. 

Harry Potter's aunt, uncle 
and spoiled cousin never 
treated him like a decent hu­
man. They lock him in the 
closet and neglect his needs. 
His world soon is turned 
around when he finds out he 
is not a normal human. In 
fact, he is a wizard. 

Harry is soon enrolled into 
}iogwarts, a school of 
eery, spells, potions, and 

magic. The wizards' sports 
are something he never heard 
of. Quidditch, the only sport . 
the school plays, is a mix of 
basketball, dodge ball, and 
capture the flag on broom­
sticks. 

Harry's world is turned 
upside down yet again, when 
a villain from his past ap­
pears. Voldemort already 
killed his parents and is now 
trying to take the Sorcerer's 
stone, which gives eternal 
life. Harry and his friends 
combine their skills to fight 
all that is evil in the world of 
magic. 

This book is labeled as 
children's book. However, at 
309 pages, the book seems 
more suitable for adults. It is, 

in fact enjoyable for people When you are done with 
of all ages to read. It is an the book, you will realize the 
easy vocabulary because it's impact the people Harry meet 
for children. You will not on his life. Harry's friends 
have trouble with the vocabu- show him how important 
lary except when you find friendship is and that friends 
odd names like Mimsy- stick together even when 
Porpington or Gryffindors. lives are at stake. Harry's 

What makes the story so bravery shows how you have 
enjoyable is the reader is not to put your fears to the side 
forced to look for deeper for the lives of others. The 
meanings even though they book is also about how not 
are there. The book does not everyone is what he or she 
go too deep into the situa- seems. Your worst enemy 
tions. It does not explain the could be trying to protect 
reason why every situation you. 
occurred. This is also not an This book may seem far­
assignment for school where fetched sir{'ce it is about wiz­
you have to remember every ards and magic, but readers 
little detail. This is a plea- can apply the lessons to their 
sure book. It is not over de- own lives. You obviously will 
tailed or over exaggerated. not be putting the Body-Bind 

spell on the boy next to you, 
or making potions for forget­
fulness. You will be looking 
at how much your friends re­
ally mean to you. 

The book may not go deep 
into each situation, but it is 
descriptive. It explains all of 
the characters, so you know 
who you are reading about. 
You know Ron is Harry's best 
friend, Hermione is . the 
teacher's pet, and Malfoy is 
the troublemaker. The story 
also paints a picture in your 
head of the situations. You 
can see Harry flying over 
head on his broomstick or the 
three-headed dog Fluffy. 

One of the best parts about 
the book is that once you 
think you have solved the 

problem, the whole situation 
is turned upside down. There 
was a real surprising ending, 
but if you really think about 
it, all of the facts are there. 

High schoolers may not 
consider reading a children's 
book, but this is one book you 
should not miss. 

Harry Potter is one book 
that lets your imagination 
flow and allows you to leave 
your troubles behind. Read 
it for the pure fun of it. You 
will have it read in a few days 
because it is so easy to un­
derstand. Who knows, you 
might even learn a lesson 
about friendship. 
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Students afWCCHS rate summ~r's top movies 
During the summer, movies were a major form of entertainment. As a reminder of the summer movie fun, the staff made up a summary of the summer hits and asked students to rate them. · 

The score are from one to four. One is the worst movie, while four is the best. 

The Patriot 
The Patriot tells the story of the Revolutionary ·War in a 

personal light. Mel Gibson plays Benjamin Martin a wid­
ower with seven children. When the war approaches, he is 
forced to decide what is most important to him, freedom or 
family. When his oldest son, Gabriel (Heath Ledger) joins 
the war and his children are thrown into the fighting, he gets 
personal. His son and he join together with a band of towns 
people to outsmart the enemy (Jason Isaacs). The movie is 
similar to Braveheart during the Revolutionary War. It is 
bloody and three hours but the time goes by with all of the 
action. 

StUdent Rating: 
"Four;' freshman Zachary Flagg 
"Probably a three," junior Margot Reges 

What Lies Beneath 
This movie is a scary ghost/mystery tale, which may have 

started out a little slow, but really pulled out all the stops at 
the end. The movie stars Michelle Pfeifer and Harrison Ford, 
who play a happily married .~ouple who just sent their only 
daughter to college. Their perfect marriage is revealed to be 
more than meets the eye with the appearance of a _ghost in the 
house. 

Student rating: 
''Three and a half," junior Coleen Mitchell. 
''Three;' senior Mike Mroz. 
"Definitely four;' sophomore Heather Koslow. 

X-Men 
The characters form the X-Men comic books come to the 

big scene. The story focuses on the goal of Professor Charles 
Xavier (Patrick Stewart) who is trying to prove that mutants 
are not evil. However, Magneto (Ian Mckellen) wants to elimi­
nate the human race because of their feelings. When he kid­
naps Rouge (Anna Paquin) in hope of using her powers, the 
two sides collide in a battle of intense special effects. The 
movie is neatly done and non-stop entertainment. 

Student Rating: 
"Two point eight" junior Carty Anderson 

''Three," sophomore Lisa Svoboda 

· Highlander: Endgame leaves new viewers asking questions 
By Mary-Megan Kalvig Connor, Duncan, and Kell This movie is incredibly 
Highlander: Endgame is are not ordinary men. They short. It is only 88 minutes 

one sequel that will confuse are immortals who have been long, the length of a televi-
you unless you've seen the alive for over 400 years. They sion movie, which did not 
original. It was however, became immortal by the stab- leave a lot of time to explain 
quick and to the point, see- bing of a sword through the what was going on. Since it. 
ing it was only 88 minutes chest. The only way to kill was so 'Short, it would have 
long, but save your money for an immortal is to behead been better for a television 
when it comes to TV or them with a sword. They can show and everyone would 
video. drop from a twenty-story have saved $1 OThe shortness 

In the final Highlander building, land on a spike, and only helped to make the 
movie, immortal Connor still live. movie quick and to the point. 
MacLeod, played by. Chris- The story line is confusing The only point it really 
topher Lambert, of the origi- for someone who has never showed though, was that the 
nal movie series joins forces heard of the Highlander Kell had to die. 
with the television star movies. The director did in- The special effects were 
Duncan MacLeod, played by corporate the use of flash some of the better parts of the 
.Adrian Paul. Together they backs to explain the charac- movie. The special effects 
duel the evil Jacob Kell, ters and how they work. The added to the fact that when 
played by Bruce Payne, the flashbacks did leave a lot of one immortal kills another, he 
most powerful immortal and questions, Jike why are they absorbs his power. The light-
a face from Connor's past. here and what do they want? ing bolts and explosions 

Plaid singers are angelic 
By Alexandra Patin 
So it's not like going to see 
e new action packed flick 

t the movie theatres, but Far­
ver Plaid is definitely worth 
trip to the city. 
This delightful storyline 

tarts out before the musical 
gins~ four hopeful teenag­

rs start their own quartet, 
orever Plaid. On their way 
o pick up some new plaid 
inner jackets, however, their 
ar is plowed into by a bus 

11 of Catholic teenagers on 
eir way to the first live tele­
ised showing of the Beatles 
n the Ed Sullivan Show. 
Even though the busload 
caped unharmed, the four 
ys were all killed instantly. 
And here the musicaJ starts. 
hrough not ... completely­

dentified powers, they are 
ble to return to earth to play 
e concert they were never 

ble to play while here. 
First there is the peppy and 
thm.atic Frankie, played by 
· J. Boyd, and Sparky, the 

etainer wearing ham, played 

by Paul Peoient. Next there 
are Jinx and Smudge. Jinx, 
played by Elic Ryan 
Bramlett, who constantly suf­
fers nosebleeds when things 
get tense, and has to have 
time to clot up, steals some 
of his own moments when he 
sheds his shy exterior and lets 
his incredible tenor voice 
shine through. 

Smudge, played by Ross 
Wheeler, is another shy one. 
This guy, however, has one 
amazing bass voice and a tal­
ent for drawing the audience 
in with his reminiscent 
speeches and tendency to mix 
things up (such as wearing a 
sash over the wrong shoulder, 
or holding up the wrong hand 
in a finishing pose). 

Much of the play's humor 
stems from the way the group 
performs. About one third 
slapstick in the beginning and 
about two-thirds irony and 
dry humor make up the mu­
sical. 

For example, one ex­
tremely funny scene mixes all 

three ingredients, as the boy 
try to recreate the Ed Sulliva 
Show with all its regular char 
acters and acts. Though thi 
scene may be slightly mor 
slapstick than most, it stil 
guarantees a sidesplittin 
laugh. 

Amidst all the laughter 
though, there always emerg 
the incredible singing talen 
of the actors. Tuned to per 
fection, these four are in per 
feet harmony. With such · 
wide range, it's hard to be 
lieve that each singer can pul 
off each octave after octave 
yet they do, and do wit 
understatedness and flouris 
at the same time. 

This musical is most defi 
nitely a must see for anyone 
whether with friends or b 
themselves. Your face wil 
burt from smiling too much 
your sides will ache fro 
laughing too much, and yo 
ears will never want to leav 
the theatre and the melodio 
voices. Catch it at the Roya 
George Theater 

added a sense of power. They never really had a out.lt was five minutes of sex 
The fighting was probably name, except one called Jin, and nudity. It was over done 

the best part of the movie. and were only in the movie and slightly pointless. It did 
Highlander is known for it three times. The point where help show feelings between 
sword swinging fights, seeing they were killed was also two characters, but it was a 
a sword is the only weapon pointless. They seemed to be little to exposed. 
that will kill and immortal. willing to die, even though The movie was not bad for 
This movie also introduced they did not say so. They just someone who knew the 
the use of guns and knifes, sat there, smiled, and were Highlander story line. It was 
which were pretty useless. beheaded. Only Jin tried to however, incredibly confus-
They also introduced some but up a fight. His fight also ing for someone who has 
more high-powered karate seemed pathetic. In the ear- never heard of Highlander. 
with one character. It was so lier scenes he was so fast; he There were characters that 
intense that you feared blink- could have easily defended were under developed or un-
ing because you would miss himself. There were also explained. The movie did 
an important part. characters from previous epi- have great special effects and 

One major turn off of the sodes who were not ex- fight scenes, but left a lot of 
movie was certain characters. plained. questions at the end. In other 
Three new characters were There was about five min- words, Highlander: 
introduced, and then killed utes of the movie that could Endgame_is one sequel you 
halfway through the movie. have been completely taken can miss. 

Forever in a Day rocks at We-go 
By Laura McQueen 
Did you know that We-go 

students have their very own 
local band, right under our 
noses? Well, wake up and 
check out Forever in a Day. 
This band has its very own 
style and sound that totally 
rocks. 

Forever in a Day writes its 
own songs, so are all origi­
nal. This band's game plan is 
to be individual. 

'jWe aren't trying to fit into 
any genre. We play what we 
like to hear, and hopefully 
others will like it too," said 
drummer, senior Mike Mroz. 
Mroz has been playing the 
drums for seven years, and 
he's been with Forever in a 
Day since its beginning in 
January 2000. 

The other two members of 
the trio are senior Joe 
Mandrino, ~ho jams at vo­
cals and guitar, and senior 
Mitch Strohm who's also at 
vocals and bass. 

"Forever in a Day is awe­
some! They take time after 
each concert to talk to every-

one who came to see them. 
Their lyrics are well thought 
out and meaningful, and the 
melodies are sweet!" said fan 
senior Cathy Wilken. 

Most of the songs are writ­
ten by Mandrino, and Strohm 
works with the vocal arrange­
ments. Mroz updates the 
website and arranges most of 
the shows. 

"I've been to almost every 
show. There's no other band 
around like them that I've 
heard," said fan and senior · 
We-go student, Erich Fries, 
"They have a lot of talent." 

The future is looking very 
bright for Forever .in a Day, 
and they're looking at a pos­
sible record deal with Water 
Dog records very soon. "I 
can see them getting a record 
deal and becoming popular in 
the Chicagoland area and 
even later on, famous," said 
hard-core fan, junior Laura 
Wilken. 

"We'll see what happens;' 
said Mroz. 

"Check their shows out," 
advised Cathy, "you might 

just find an awesome band to 
follow." 

"They're a · great band," 
said fan, senior James Jaffe. 

Want to check them out? 
Here's a schedule of upcom­
ing shows for Forever in a 
Day: 

Oct 14. 7:00 p.m. at the 
Annex in Algonquin, with 
Sleeping at Last and Soul 

Harvest. Admission is $5. 
Oct 20. 7:30p.m. at Fish­

bowl Coffee House in 
Roselle, with Every Person's 
Dream. Admission is $1. 

Nov 4. Battle of the Bands 
at the Annex in Algonquin, 
with a variety of other bands. 
Admission is $7. 

Dec 8. Rock for Life ben­
efit concert at Trinity Evan­
gelical Church in West Chi­
cago with a variety of other 
bands. 

You can find more infor­
mation on the band on their 
website at 
ww w. eeociti e s. com/ 
foreverinaday77 or their page 
on the school website, 
W'!"W. weiocentral.com. 
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