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° Hockey team off
Regional champs!
» We-go ices competition
By Carrie Zeffield

The boys cross country team
begins to wrap up their season
with personal bests and confer-
ence runners coming out on the
top.

The boys ran conference on
October 16, which coach Paul
McLeleand claims to be the
best race of the season and best
team time. The team lost by
one point to Naperville Central
50to 51, putting West Chicago
in second place. The top run-
ners of the conference were Tim
Keller who placed 2™, Wess
Skidgel who placed 6™, Dan
Young who placed 7%, Rich
Belcher who placed 14", and
Bart Visser who placed 23rd.

Along with placing second in

the conference, the team also
brought home a first place win-
ning in their regionals on Oc-
tober 24. This is the first time
in the history of West Chicago
boys cross-country that the
team has been champs. The top
runners were senior Nate
Phillips who won the regionals,
junior Tim Keller who placed
2™, senior Keith Lindsay who
placed 3™, senior Dan Young
who placed 4%, and junior Jack
Walters who placed 5" overall.
Running personal bests were
Bart Visser and Rich Belcher.
“This has been an outstand-
ing year. Our goal in the start
of the season was to be the best.
We have now reached that

goal.” responded coach
McLeland.

“We are running pretty well,
yet our best races are still to
come,” said junior Tim Keller

Last year, the team didn’t ex-
pect to even qualify for
regionals. The training was
taken as seriously as this year,
which has put the team on the
top.

“I told them that this was
there land, and they had to con-
quer it. And that is what they
did. They took the land that was
theirs.” Said coach McLeland.

Over the summer, the team
put in an extra hundred miles
of training, which made some
change in the boys quality of
their running.

“We ‘were even lucky to
qualify last year,” said senior
Dan Young.

While this year has brought
much success to the team, the
boys still have two more meets.
The first sectionals meet is with
York High School, who is cur-
rently 2™ in the nation,
Naperville Central and
Naperville North. The last
sectionals will be with the win-
ners of the first sectionals meet.

The first sectionals ‘will be
held on Saturday October 31.
The time is to be announced.

If the team makes state, the
meet will be held on Saturday,
November 7. The time and
place is to be announced.

Spikers bumped out of top spot

By Dan Young

Once one of the most dominant
teams in the school, the girl’s vol-
leyball team has taken a major dip
this season.

The Cats played West Aurora
Thursday, October 22 for senior
parent night. They hoped to im-
prove on their dismal record; how-
ever, the win wasn’t in the cards for
We-go, which fell apart during the
second and third games. The play-
ers were hoping to pick up a little
bit of steam with the senior parent
night which was obvious the way
the first game was played.

We-go cruised to a first game vic-
tory under the spiking skills of se-
nior Chrissy Dabbert and some
great plays from sophomore Jessica
Leston. The Cats lead the whole
way, jumping out to a four-noth-
ing lead early and holding the be-
wildered Red Hawks to just four
points. The key ingredient in the
victory was intensity, they seemed
ready to rip the Red Hawks apart.

However, it was all downhill from
there for We-go. After being
crushed in the first game, West Au-
rora returned the favor by jumping
out to a quick seven-nothing lead
and a 15-7 finish to net the two

* teams at one victory apiece.

The third game was back and
forth the entire match, but it ended

with a We-go miscue and a West

Aurora victory.

The players, who enjoyed numer-
ous victories last season, are seem-
ingly overwhelmed this season.
Head coach Kris Hasty said, “Ev-
erything clicked in game one. Af-
ter that, however, we just couldn’t
get it together.”

The team record, an unbelievable
3-24-1 (0-13 in conference play)
doesn’t tell the whole story. Hasty
said, “It has been a tough season.
We really need our players to play
in the off-season and play club
ball” The major difference be-
tween this year’s dismal display
and last years outstanding perfor-
mances is in kills and mistakes
made. Last years team did a mar-
velous job of avoiding mistakes and
killing the ball whenever the situa-

tion arouse. However, the team
also had All-Conference outside
hitters in Kelly Kaylor and Danielle
Murphy.

This year, the senior experience
comes from the inside play of set-
ters Dabbert and senior Melissa
Acker. Seniors Jeanette Arroyo,
Krista Varble and Kim Ellis also
return from last years regional
champion team, which makes this
situation puzzling. Hasty credits
the loss of junior high school vol-
leyball as a minor reason, “We
don’t have the same type of feeder
program as before. We get some
girls that have never played volley-
ball and it is really hurting us.”

The Wildcats hope to get back on
track, especially after only beating
Romeoville, Montini and
Willowbrook. The Cats even had
a streak of nine straight losses,
which must be tough on the return-
ing regional champs. They also
played 11 straight games without a
win, which must affect the attitude
during practices.

However, the Cats still have a ray
of light. Regional play considers
your record after competition has
started. Unfortunately for the Cats,
they are going to be matched up
with the best team in the regional.

Hoping to upgrade their failing
offence, Hasty wants to get her
team primed and ready for this
year’s regional action, which starts
on October 29 against Glenbard
North. Hasty said, “We need to get
ready to play against Glenbard
North. We hope to play like we did
in the first game of senior parent
night. If we are aggressive on of-
fense and defense, we can play with
Glenbard North. We have to step
up big and block, but if we do i,
we'll be fine.”

A big loss for We-go is senior Ana
Fernandez. Fernandez hurt her
back and is out for the rest of the
year, which will really hurt the
Wildcat offense and blocking.
Hasty said, “Losing Ana is a big
hurt. She was a really big offen-
sive player and we’ll really miss

her.

Girls golf hits their goals

By Arlete Penaflor

The season finally came to an end on October 7, with a new record for
the girls golf team. This year they ended up with a record of 3-9 (0-4 in
conference) znd took 5% place in the DVC out of 5 teams.

One of their goals this season was to improve, which is something
they achieved. They finally hit the top from any of their other seasons.
They were atle to go from a 250 score against Geneva at the beginning
of the seasor, to a 191 against Batavia which earned them a victory.
This was the best score ever for the girls golf team. Some of the scores
that led them to this new record were a 217,216,215, and a 191.

The teams overall performance this year was full of improvement, not
only as a tearn but aleo as individuals.

“Treally felt that I did a lot better this year than I did last year,” said

senior Ellen Mcloughlin.

“ As a team [ feel that we really did great this year, we improved a lot.
As far as my performance goes I felt that is was good, but it could have

been better,” said senior Molly Saul.

The girls golf team will be losing two of their players: seniors Saul,
and Mcloughlin. This won’t affect them as much considering the team
is mostly madle up of juniors. The team hopes that next year they have
more of a turn out, especially since this year they did not have a very
good turnout of people wanting to join.

“Tknow that next year the team will do great, and have a better season
than we did this year. Especially since the team will have a lot more

experience,” said Saul.

Coach Mike Cain, also a golf pro at St.Andrews Golf Club in West
Chicago, has also had a lot do to with this year’s improvement, he has

supported the: girls all the way.

“Ireally think that he is great, in the two years that he’s coached he
has improved as well. He’s really helped the team out a lot, he is really

understanding,” said Saul.

By Dave Mehrman

After winning the first 6 of 10
games last year, the Wildcat
Hockey Club is back for another
season. They won their first league
game vs. Larken 7-1 this year. The
spring league season last year was
their first year. With 16 players on
the team and two of them injured,
the team is still looking for a few
good men, or women.

The coaches on the team are some
of the finest and very experienced.
The coach is Rick Hertz and assis-
tant coach is Ken Fikis, and the
manager is Nancy Baumrucker.
Ken Fikis is the coach for the USA
Hockey select team for the central
district. Also he has been involved
with Amateur Hockey Association
of Illinois (AHAI). Rick Hertz is
also involved with the AHAL

The team is considered a club. At
a school board meeting in August
a memorandum of understanding
was approved. This meant that the
team is allowed to advertise their
game schedules by posters in the
hallway and in the announcements.
They are able to use the school col-
ors, mascot and name. They will
be able to be in the yearbook and
in the winter sports awards.
Though, they aren’t sponsored by
or affiliated with the school.

The two players injured are Pat
Murphy who is out for the season
and Justin DeLeon has a broken
collar bone.

Practices are held at the Blades
ice rink once a week on Monday
in Addison. They will play 20
games beginning Oct. 1 and going
through February. The games are
played on Sunday and are at the
Blades ice rink, and a few are
played in Orland Park. The Hockey
team is looking great this season
and they want your support, so go
to the games.

If you want to join the team they
are still looking for people. If you
have question about joining you
can call Nancy Baumrucker at 231-
7559.

Boys soccer out of regionals

By Jeff Goluszka

The We-go boys soccer team was
eliminated in the first round of
Regionals this year, by losing to
Bartlett 1-0. The Wildcats’ final
record is Six wins, eleven losses and
three ties (1-5-1 in conference).

We-go was last year’s Regional
champion, but this year they had a
rough road on the way there.

The Cats had a scoring drought
in the second part of the season.
After scoring five goals in a 5-4 win
over Glenbard South, We-go went
on to score only two goals in its fi-
nal eight games, going 1-6-1 over
that span.

Including the game against
Glenbard South, the Cats started
out going 5-5-2, scoring 28 goals
in 12 games.

Senior middle fielder and team
captain Alberto Perez said, “We

went in every game confident and
we tried our best every game. We
didn’t get the results we wanted
against the teams we lost to. We
lost most games by one goal.”

As for the game against Bartlett,
Perez said, “Bartlett didn’t have as
many opportunities as we did, but

the one they did have they scored

on. We were a better team, but they
won.

Junior fullback David Boyle said
about the loss to Bartlett, “We
dominated the game in the
midfield, but in the offensive third,
did not take advantage of our op-
portunities. That, along with a
couple of goals called back on con-
troversial calls, cost us the game.”

This year’s team had some veter-
ans from last year’s team that won
Regionals. :

Seniors Kevin Rugaard, Joe Leli,
Eric Chorobic, Chris Cruz, Perez,
Anthony Castiglia, Aaron Busic,
Andy Spalo, and juniors Julio
Gomez, Ken Schuda, Nick Haines,
Mike Streams, Mike Penaflor,
Boyle, and Greg Wheaton all re-
turned from last year’s team.

During the conference schedule,
We-go did not do well, going 1-5-
1 in seven games. The Cats lost 3-
1 to West Aurora, won 4-3 over
Glenbard East, were shutout by
Naperville North 5-0, were de-
feated by Wheaton-Warrenville
South 1-0, played to a scoreless tie
against Naperville Central, lost to
Glenbard North 4-1, and lost to
Wheaton North 1-0.

As for the end of the season,
Perez added, “I'm disappointed
that we didn’t get as far as ‘e hoped
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