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Senior

McCabe prepares to
assist his teammates
in arecent volleyball
game at West Chi-
cago. The team com-
peted insectionalson
Tuesday, May 26 los-
ing to Willowbrook
10-15 and 5-15. The
Wildcats finished the
season with an over-
allrecord of 7-28 and
a DVCrecord of 0-8.
The JV team had a more successful sea-
son with an overall recordof 10-15 and a
DVC record of 4-5.

Season ends at sectionals

Mitch
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Badminton finishes season;
looks ahead to next year

By Jennifer Lasky

With the 98 season over,
the badminton team finished
with some nice surprises.

At the sectionals tourna-
ment, held at We-go, sopho-
more Dana Mourning was
only one game away from
qualifying for state. Every-
body who played at section-
als won atleast match, which
is uncommon for We-go.

The six students who
played at sectionals were se-
niors Tanya Austin and Liz
Murphy, junior Jessica Inch,
and sophomores Mary
Kovacs, Suzy Bollhoffer, and
Dana Mourning.

The DVC tournament was
also held at West Chicago.
Austin and Mourning played
excellentdoubles, sayscoach
LaVora Singleton. The two
upset the fourth seed, 11-15,
15-11, 15-10, and lost to the
eventual champion.

Singleton said the biggest

Girls soccer looking for more
committment next year

By Arlete Penaflor

The girls soccer season
came to an end with more
disappointment for them then
the feeling of sweet victory.

“This year I felt that we
didn’t commit ourselves as
much to the team,” said jun-
ior BlancaRuiz. “We played
justto play instead of putting
all of our heart into it,” she
said.

The team overall felt dis-
appointed with their perfor-
mance this year although not
all of it was bad. They had
several games were they
came out victorious and felt
that when they put all of their
heart into what they were
doing the whole team would
look good. .

“The girls are capable of
playing great when they want

to and they have proven this
tome several times, butits up
to then not to me if they re-
ally want it they can do it,”
said Antonio Del Real, head
JV coach.

The team felt that this year
they lacked team worked and
arehopeful thatnextyearthey
will have this more.

“I hope that next year we
can start working as a team
from the beginning instead
of of just doing it at the end
when it’s too late,” said jun-
ior Nicole Medina.

Although the team didn’t
feel their performance this
year was one to be proud of
they had several highlights
this season. One includes
their victories against sev-
eral schools. The varsity team

Congratulations
to the Ladycat
softball team on
their first place
DVC title.

had a overall record this year
of 8-12-1, junior varsity at 2-
10-3, freshmen 2-7-1.

This years soccer season
came to an end with the var-
sity ata conference record of
3-4 and junior varsity 0-6-1,
freshmen 1-3.

“I'm looking forward to a
better season next year, one
with more commitment from
everyoneasateam,” said Del
Real.

Motivation was one thing
the team felt was important
they needed to be reminded
of their good pointsas well as
their bad.

“As far as my motivation
goes for the JV team, I try to
have them doalotof positive
thinking, and I especially tell
them about the good things

they have done in the game, I
try to get them enthused about
what they are doing,” said
Del Real.

Some ways that the coaches
feel the girls could work up
toabetter season next year is
beig more active.

“One of our main goals to
work up to next year is for at
least 80% of the girls to be
more involved with soccer
clinics, camps, something
related to the sport, thiscould
really help us out a lot,” said
Del Real.

The whole season wasn’t a
major disappointment there
were times when the soccer
really proved their talents, by
winning when they least ex-
pected it all it took was com-
mitment and team work.

Boys tennis ends
disappointing season

By Joe Leli

The boys tennis team fin-
ished out the season at sec-
tionals, not qualifying any-
one for the upcoming state
competition.

The sectional competition
was held the weekend of May
22.

The97-98 boys tennis team
has gone 1-10 so far this sea-
son with a conference record
of 0-7. The team won their
first ~match  against
Streamwood but thingsnever
looked up from there on.
Their games have been com-
petitive and quite close.

The team lost all of their
regular season matches al-
though they placed 6th in the

Geneva tournament and 4th
at the Glenbard North quad.

During mid-season junior
Christian Vigsnessaid heand
doubles partner junior Andy
Spalo hoped to win more
games and have a great sec-
ond half of the season. Un-
fortunately, the season did
not improve and the team
continued their losing streak.

The Frosh-Sophteam how-
ever has alittle more success
with an overall record of 3-8
but a conference record of 0-
7. Recently, the frosh squad
was defeated by Glenbard
North but has bounced back
from such incidences before
earlier in the season.

highlight of the season was
that the team had nine return-
ing players.

Singleton also said that no
one said no about coming
back next season. She would
like to see them back in two
years, because much of the
team consists of sophomores.
She feels they will definitely
make a difference in confer-
ence and possibly win a sec-
tional. “Next year we will be
competitive, in two years we
should be hard to beat,” said
Singleton.

Coach Judy Beckwith has
promised to return, bringing
with her twelve years of var-
sity coaching experience
from Streamwood.

During the season, the bad-
minton team put in four hour
practices, with parts optional.
Saturday practices often be-
gan at 7:00 a.m. The mini-
mum requirement for the

players at practice was run-
ning a mile, lifting weights,
jumps training, sprints, run-
ning the court, ladders, and
other game-like drills.

Singleton has her team
practice things which will aid
them in their matches. “I
don’t believe in practicing
something thatdoesn’t trans-
fer agame-like situation. It’s
a waste of time.”

Coach Beckwith said she
has never seen a team who
puts more time in off of the
court. She is pleased with the
Lady wildcats for their extra
effort in practice.

Amanda Millard, fresh-
man, was another highlight
for Singleton. She started
the season at the bottom, and
ended at first JV singles.

Mourning ended the sea-
son with a 15-8 record and
Singleton considers her to be
one of her strongest players.
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By Kelly Kaylor

West Chicago baseball is trying
to turn its luck around as they
near the state playoffs, which be-
gin on Thursday, May 28th. Af-
ter finally break-

Wildcat baseball
approaches regionals
with determination

“We get the lead early on, but
we have been losingitattheend,”
O’Hara said.

Despite strong offensive per-

formances by

ing their seven
game losing
streak on May
20, the team is
now looking to
bigger and bet-
ter things.

The slump-
breaking game
was a 9-8 vic-
tory over West
Aurora. A fine
pitching perfor-
mance was de-
livered by Jim
Callahan.
Strong hitting contributed to the
win, with home runs by senior
John Jensen and junior Brian
Raymond (game-winning).

As the first round of regionals
rapidly approaches, both coaches
and players are hoping to elimi-
nate their weaknesses which have
cost them games in the past.

“We seem to have a lack of
concentration and enthusiasm,
and way too many defensive er-
rors,” said senior left fielder Brian
O’Hara.

In a number of their losses this
season the team has sustained a
lead up until the final crucial in-
nings. There hasbeen a tendency
for the Cats to blow their lead in
the end, and find themselves un-
able to regain the advantage.

Junior Brian Raymond
swings with determination

Jensen, senior
Todd Yormark,
and Raymond, the
team is looking for
consistency and
big hits when big
hits are needed.

“At times we
have aninability to
make plays with
runners in scoring
position,”senior
catcher  John
Brigowatz com-
mented.

This year the
Cats will again play Geneva as
their first round opponents in the
St. Charles regional. There is a
tone of confidence in the players
as they prepare to face the same
team they beat in the first round
of last year’s regional.

“We know we can step it up
under pressure, the pressure of
elimination means the end and
we aren’t ready for it to be over,”
said O’Hara.

The end itcould be for the team
‘with a majority of seniors, begin-
ning on Thursday one loss could
bring to a close the careers of
most of the players.

The drive for a varsity baseball
regional championship begins on
Thursday, May 28th, at Geneva
at4:30 p.m.

Softball 1st in
conference

By Kelley Betts

Ladycats are sharing the title‘of
first place in conference with
Glenbard North and West Aurora,
and a fourth team could be on its
way to share the title.

Softball has had a great season
this year including a six conference
game winning streak. They were
tied for first with West Aurora until
they played them and lost.

“They [West Aurora] were tak-
ing advantage of our mistakes,”
said Coach Jim Schaudt.

They also suffered an injury that
game when Jenny Hoffman hurt
her leg inacollision at second base.

The Ladycatsalsolost toGlenbard-
North 0-7 in the game on May 20.

“We made a lot of physical and
mental errors,” said Schaudt.
Both the West Aurora game and

the Glenbard North game were the
Ladycats’ ticket to the conference
title, but they didn’t score runs in
either game.

All three hold the title of first
place in conference.

Heading into the regionals, the
Ladycats are seeded third, with
Glenbard North at first and West
Aurora at second.

They plan on focusing on
regionals with the hope of winning
it. The first regional game is on
Thursday, May 28, at 5:00 p.m. It
is a home game.

“Overall, we had a great season
with a great group of girls. They
came together will as a team and
the seniors had a fantastic season.
We all had a lot of fun.” said
Schaudt.

Track goes downstate

By Allison Taylor

The 1997-98 season ended for the
Lady Wildcats after senior Janine
Morris and sophomore Jocelyn
Schineller competed in the state
competition.

Morris was seeded 40th out of

about 50 competitors in the high
jump. Morris jumped a 5’1" as her
first jump, but then had trouble
clearing 5°3”. The first place fin-
isher in the high jump cleared 5°8”,
but Morris’s final score still placed
her in the top 25 finishers in the
state.
Assistant coach Carrie Mocarski
said the high jumpers had a lot of
pressure on them and many of the
athletes did not make the initial
jump. The high jump was sched-
uled to be held outdoors, butacon-
tinuing rainstorm forced the com-
petition inside. This put more pres-
sure on the athletes because they
had been practicing outside for the
last few months and were forced to
compete indoors.

Schinelleralmost qualified for the
final round for the discus. The top
12 athletes advanced to the final
round, and Schineller placed 15th.

Schineller was ranked 2nd after
the first few groups of competitors
had gone. However, the next two
groups included some of the best
athletes in the state.

The discus was also delayed nu-
merous times due to the rainstorm.

The entire Ladycat track team
supported Morris and Schineller in
their trip downstate. For example,
the team decorated Morris’s and
Schineller’s lockers and the van
they drove down in. “The team
support was fantastic,” said Mo-
carski.

The Wildcats participated in the
Wheaton-Warrenville South sec-
tional meet on Friday, May 16.
Morris and Schinéller qualified for
state in the high jump and discus,
respectively. Morris jumped 5°1”
placing second in the sectional, and
Schineller threw 117°6” placing
fourth,

Head coach Kelly Kolasabelieved
the sectional competition was as
difficult as a state meet. Some of
the best teams in the state competed
in the 16- team sectional, including
all of the DuPage Valley Confer-

ence schools, except West Aurora.

The sectional meet qualified 75
athletesincluding 45 from the DVC.
In the discus and the high jump all
of the state qualifiers were from the
DVC, and in many of the other
events, the majority of the state
qualifiers were from the DVC.

The girls track team competed in
the DVC conference meet on Fri-
day, May 8, at West Aurora. The
team finished last, however three
individuals placed in field events.

Senior Janine Morris placed 2nd
in the high jump with a personal
best of 5°4” which exceeded the
state qualifying height. Morris and
the 1stplace finisher both jumpeda
5’4. However, the other competi-
tor, senior Laura Staron of Glenbard
North had a better record from the
first few rounds.

Sophomore Jocelyn Schineller
placed 4th in the discus and 6th in
the shotand sophomore TerriJensen
placed 6th in the triple jump.

The JV track team competed in
their last meet on Tuesday, May 12
in the Redhawk JV invitational at
Naperville Central.

Track season ends;
Keller advances to state

By Jeff Goluszka

The We-go boys track team has
finished the regular season and sec-
tionals, and are preparing to send
sophomore Tim Keller downstate.

Keller will be competing in the
3200 meter run. Keller earned his
spot in the state finals by placing
sixth at sectionals with a qualifying
time of 9:39.2, which is alsoa new
personal best.

Senior Arturo Robles had been
hoping to make it to state, and he
tied his own personal best by pole
vaulting 13 feet. Sadly, it was one-
half of a foot shorter than the state

qualifying height of 13 feet, six
inches.

Junior Dan Young also nearly
qualified for state, but finished third
in the 1600 meter run with a time

4:29.3, in which only the top two pate

finishers go downstate.

Junior Bart Visser was the next
closest to qualifying, finishing
fourth in the 800 meter run. The
800 is the same as the 1600, in
which only the top two finishers
qualify.

Overall, the Cats finished tied for
eleventh place out of 17 teams by
scoring 12 points, much higher than
anyone expected. The Cats have
generally finished in the bottom
portion of the pack this year, sothis
was quite a surprise.

“We exceeded [the] expectations

[that were] based on how we were
seeded [as the 17th seed],” said
Young.

The Cats poor finishes this year
will not be too hard to handle, since
the almost all of the junior-domi-
nated roster will return next year.

At the DuPage Valley Confer-
ence meet, the Cats placed last out
of eight teams, in arguably the
toughest conference in the state.

We-go’stop finisherswere Keller,
Robles and Young. Keller took
fourth in the 3200 meter out of 16
runners. Young grabbed fifth place
in the 1600 meterrun, also outof 16
participants.

Robles pole vaulted to third place
by clearing a height of 13 feet.
Visser wasiill, so he did not partici-

In the DuPage County meet at
Wheaton-Warrenville South on
May 8, the Cats took seventh place
outofnine teams. We-goscored 16
points,compared to 158 by the host
Tigers, 134 by second place York,
and 93 by third place Lake Park.
The Cats defeated eight place
Glenbard West (14 points) and last
place Willowbrook, which finished
with five points.

Top feats for the Cats included
Robles, who pole vaulted 12 feet,
six inches, and Visser, who took
fourth place in the 800 meter witha

time of 2:00.9.

Atameet at Crystal Lake Central
on May 1, the Wildcats took sixth
out of ten teams with 59 points.
Top finishers included Robles and
junior Mark Blozis, who finished
first and second in the pole vault
with jumps of 12 feet, and 11 feet,
six inches,

Young took second in the 1600
meter with a time of 4:29.2, a per-
sonal best. Also, sophomore Tim
Keller took second in the 3200 meter
with a time of 9:49.3, also a per-
sonal best. Another second place
finisher was Visser, who ran the
800 in 2:02.6.

The Cats finished in the middle of
the packatthe Willowbrook Invita-
tional on April 25, by taking fifth
place out of nine teams. The Cats
were lead by Visser and Young,
who finished 1-2 in the 1600 meter
run, with Young ahead of the next
finisher by over four seconds.
Visser attained a personal best by
winning the race with a time of
4:35.4.

Other top finishers were Keller
and the 3200 meter relay team.
Keller took second in the 3200 meter
with a time of 10 minutes even,
while the relay team took second
with a finish of 8:21.6, just over a
second behind first place. St.
Ignatius.
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