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Tune in and dance through the dial 
By Allison Taylor 

After months of preparation, the 
Dance Production class will present 
its annual show on Friday, January 
16, and Saturday, January 17, at 
7:30p.m. in the Weyrauch audito­
rium. 

The 19 acts in the show will in­
clude a variety of dance including 
ballet, pointe, jazz, hip hop, and 
modern. The show is expected to 
run about an hour and a half and 
will cost $2 for students and $3 for 
adults·. 

There are 25 students in Dance 
Production th.is year; however two 
students are out on medical leave 
due to injuries, said dance produc­
tion teacher, Helen Zmurhal. The 
class is all girls this year, since no 
guys .went out for the class. In the 

past a few guys were in dance pro­
duction. 

The theme for this year is "Danc­
ing through the Dial." This 
corresponds with the differ­
ent types of music that will 
be used throughout the 
show. 

Last year the theme 
was "Emotions in Motion." 
The show included dances 
which represented different 
feelings and moods. 

This year there are only 
three returning members of 
dance production: seniors 
Lara Heinz, Arnie Weidner, 
and Briannii Smith. They are joined 
by a mixed group of juniors and 
seniors. 

Senior Julie Hodge is excited 
about the show and her favorite 
part, the Spice Girls dance. In this 

dance, the dancers are planning on 
dressing up as Spice Girls and danc­
ing to a Spice Girls song. Hodge 

believes the dancing and costumes 
put into the performance will make 
it one of the best acts. 

There will be one solo per­
formance by junior Allison 
Weir. She will dance to the 
song "Fever." 

Dance Production has been 
offered as a semester class here 
at We-go for the past 30 years. 
Zmurhal has taught the class 
for 18 years and says it is, 
"Rewarding to see dances cre­
ated from start to finish." She 
thinks this year's show will be 
more interesting than previ­
ous years, because there is 
more variety in the types of 

dances. 
The dancers attended a dance fes-

ti val at Northern Illinois University 
on Halloween last year where they 
participated in a variety of work­
shops and saw a dance performance. 
In December, the dancers attended 
the Nutcracker at NIU. 

Dance Production is expected to 
perform at other school events, in­
cluding Mr. Wildcat on February 
4. 

The tryouts for next year 's dance 
production class will be held at the 
end of February. To tryout, a stu­
dent must perform a required dance 
that will be taught beforehand, and 
a one-minute self-choreographed 
dance. The class is open to all 
students who will be juniors or se­
niors in the 1998-99 school year. 
Dance production can be taken both 
junior and senior years. 

Who's the Wego awakes to a surprise 
senior man? 

By Jennifer Lasky 

The sixth annual Mr. Wildcat 
contest, featuring nine contestants, 
will be held February 4, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Weyrauch Auditorium. 

The Mr. Wildcat contest, formerly 
sponsored by student council, is 
sponsored by the class of 1998 as a 
fund raiser. Mr. Wildcat commit­
tee chair Lisa Mueller is expecting 
to make $300 from the event. 

The contestants for the contest 
are seniors Mike Brosseau, Jim 
Carstensen, Rich DiVito, Steve 
Garcia, Jon Hall, Joe Kaczmarek, 
Abe Mashal, Brian O'Hara, and · 
Chris Shern. 

"I think this year, it's going to be 
very entertaining," says Mueller, 
in regards to the talent competition, 
which will include singing, danc­
ing, and acting. 

"It'll be funny and we can't wait," 
said Brosseau. "It'll be a barrel of 
laughs." promises Kaczmarek. 

The male emcee for the event is 
senior class president Josh Xiong, 

and the female emcee is undecided, 
but will be a senior girl. 

To be eligible ~or the Mr. Wildcat 
contest, each contestant had to com­
plete an application answering ques­
tions about their school activities, 
awards, and why they want to par­
ticipate. Each application had to be 
signed by faculty members. 

Judging the contest will be people 
from local businesses, We-go 
alumni, and possibly some mem­
bers of the school board. 

Last year there were ten contes­
tants from the class of 1997, the 
winner being Josh Brown. 

Prizes for the winner include free 
prom tickets, limo, flowers, tuxedo 
rental, and dinner from Houlihans. 

Dance· Production and Forensics 
will be performing at the contest. 

The Mr. Wildcat committee meets 
once a week to find sponsors in the 
community, find judges, and orga­
nize the event. 

The cost IS $2 for students, $3 for 
adults. 

By Kelley Betts and 
Allison Taylor 

In celebration of halfway day for 
the class of '98, students took it 
upon themselves to break the re­
cent ban on TP-ing by decorating 
the school. On Tues-
day, January 13, 15-30 
students gathered on 
the front lawn at 4:00 
a.m. withover300rolls 
of toilet paper. 

"I give the seniors a 
lot of credit for creati v­
ity," said principal Alan 
Jones. 

TP in the snow. The 3 degree 
weather didn't seem to bother them, 
though. 

"It was fun, and we didn't get 

"Itshowsseniorpride Photo by Kelley Deus 
and under classmen Sariors surprise lhe school with 300 rolls of toilet paper. 
have something to look forward to. caught," said senior Jennie Grobe, 
It was the best job for half way day "I hope we will do this again in the 
that I have seen. I wish I could have future." 
gone," said student council presi- The seniors did not vandalize any 
dent senior Trisha Tinnes. school property like the class of 

The group was comprised of all 1997. 
seniors, whoawokebeforedawnto "We hope they(the administra-

tion) see we can handle this(toilet 
papering) responsibly so we can do 
it again," said senior Crissy Berry. 

"We just wanted to show them 
we can be responsible and 
still have fun," said senior 
Jenny Mullaney. "Sure, 
people messed up before, 
but they(the administra­
tion) shouldn't stop us 
from showing our pride." 

The ban on TP-ing the 
school began after the class 
of '97 went up on the roof 
of the school and one girl 
even fell off. 

"We have to be concerned with 
safety, so we have to take the proper 
measures," said Highland ." 

Despite the precuations seniors 
took this year., the administration 
will not allow TP-ing. 

Semester Exam Schedule 
Monday-no school 

Tuesday-1st hour final, 2nd-10th hour 
Wednesday-2nd, 3rd, 4-5-6 finals/dismissal at 12:45 p.m. 

Thursday-6-7-8, 9th, lOth ho_ur finals/dismissal at 12:45 p.m. 
. Friday-no school 
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The coolest thing or the worst nightmare? 
By Jeff Goluszka 

What's one of the most exciting 
times in a high school students life? 
A possible answer is sophomore 
year, when most of us get to take 
the class we've been waiting for 
our whole lives: Drivers Ed. 

Many students at We-go already 
have their licenses, but there are 
more who don't have them. 

I'm writing this article for all of 
you who just have your permit, or 
who haven't taken Drivers Ed yet, 
to let you know of the joys, and the 
dangers, of driving. 
· No, I'm not going to bore you 
with countless figures about how 
many people die each year and I'm 
not going to try to imprint "Don't 
drink and drive'·' into your brain. 
Not that those aren't good things to 
know, but I'm just as tired ofhear­
ing them as you are. 

First of all, driving is a tremen­
dous responsibility. Even though I 
have only had my license for just 
over four . months, I have learned 
four years' worth of lessons deal­
ing with everyday on-the-road oc­
currences. 

For instance, when it's wet out­
side and you press the brake, you 
just skid uncontrollably down the 
road. Or, when it's icy and you try 

to turn a corner, you keep going 
straight. Even when you have to 
slam on the brakes because you 
weren'tpayingattention to the road, 
that's how accidents happen. 

There's also a tendency for the 
driver to act cool and go way over 
the speed limit to impress his or her 
friends. And these same friends 
quite possibly are the same people 
who may try to smoke or drink in 
the car. Whether you let them or 
not, well that's your choice. In 
addition to all of this, many drivers 
experience peer pressure, which 
makes driving pretty complicated. 

There is so much freedom when 
you're behind the wheel, you can 
go anywhere, do anything, you can 
have a great time. But don't forget, 
you hold your own life and the lives 
of others in the palm of your hand. 

Everyone is going to make a ntis­
take or two behind the wheel. Be­
fore , it was a small fine, and maybe 
you lose your license for a month, 
but that was basically a worst-case 
scenario for a few speeding tickets. 
Now with the new laws that went 
into effect on January l, 1998, it's 
·three strikes and you're out. That's 
right, three convictions of a mov­
ing violation (speeding ticket, run-

ning a stop sign or a red light, not 
using your turn signal, etc.) and 
your license is gone for three 
months. 

The laws are the same for all ages, 
so it doesn't matter if you're 16 or 
45, you won't be able to drive le­
gally for 90 days. That's over 60 
days of school or work, without the 
use of a car. 

Also, since you've committed a 
crime, included is a blemished 
record, and that's not even the half 
of it. Don't forget , convictions of 
moving violations will mean a fine 
of at least $75, possibly as high as 
$500. A reckless driving, DUI, or 
hit and run conviction can be pun­
ished with possible probation, com­
munity service, or even jail, ac­
cording to West Chicago Police 
Officer Mike Barnish. 

All of that can happen by not 
paying attention for five seconds, 
but can be avoided by just doing the 
right things, paying attention and 
not letting yourself get distracted. 

In the end, driving can be one of 
the coolest things in the world, giv­
ing you great experiences that you 
will never forget, or it can be your 
worst nightmare. 

Why such the big deal? 
By Arlete Penaflor 

Every year has to come to an end, 
but when we begin to feel the New 
Year come around the corner, we 
always seem to panic. 

We begin to wonder whether or 
not we have accomplished what we 
set at the beginning of the year. 
Usually not everyone seems to be 
on top of what they said they woulq 
accomplish, they sort of just put it 
to the side and suddenly seem to 
remember' when there's a week left 
before New Year's Eve. 

People usually make resolutions 
because they really want to accom: 
plis.h something throughout the 
y.ear. They usually never had much 
time to get it done so they just 
resolve to do it the upcoming year. 

Most people really seem to focus 
on the idea, "a new year, a new 
me", but how many people really 

change? Does the idea ever cross what to you plan this years resolu­
our mind again after New Year's? tion to be?" andjustmakeabigdeal 
Everyone knows how hard chang- about it. 
ing is. 

You just can't change something 
you've been used to your whole life 
in a couple of months. Although 
it's not impossible, if you really set 
your mind to it throughout the whole 
year. 

Every year I make a resolution, 
but when I look back at the end of 
the year to see whether I kept it or 
not, I always seem to see a resolu­
tion that was left untouched. I 
never even seemed to remember 
about it or even care about it until 
its too late to get it accomplished. 

Resolutions are just an excuse for 
people to be more psyched up about 
the year approaching. People go 
around asking other people, "so 

Some resolutions people usually 
make are to save up more money, 
organize their time more wisely, 
change their appearance. There are 
so many that you can't even name 
them all . Everyone has their own 
individual resolutions and why they 
make them based on experiences 
they've had in their lives. At the 
sound of midnight everyone is ready 
to face the New Year and whatever 
comes of it whether it's good or 
bad. People usually preferthe good 
but take what they get. 

Whatever your reason is, think 
about how important that resolu­
tion really is to you and whether or 
not you know its something your 
really want to accomplish. 

Letter to the Editor 
Dear Editor, 
I am writing regarding the ar­

ticles on drinking and driving. 
The entire school knows not to 
drinkanddrive. We'vehearditat 
school, on t.v., from parents, and 
it gets really annoying. 

The fact is that if you make the 
decision to drink and drive, you 
choose your own consequences. 
Many students at our school have 
chosen to drink already. Most of 
us are responsible enough to get a 
designated driver or just sleep 
wherever we are at. 

Drinking under 21 may be ille­
gal, but I'm sure that within your 
years of being in school, you'll 
try it at least once. Many of us are 
experimenting, and the reason we 

drink is because it makes us re­
laxed. Smart people make stupid 
decisions also, but learning from 
your mistakes is a part of life. 
People are not going to change 

their decisions about drinking and 
driving because of the articles writ­
ten in this newspaper. We are aware 
of the punishments that go along 
with drinking. But, most of us feel 
like we are willing to take the 
chance. 

SADD's job as a club in this 
high school is to make the student 
body aware of the certain conse­
quences when drinking. SADD 
cannot force or pressure kids to 
take a certain path when they've 
already chosen the other way. 

SADD and the school are not our 
parents. 

If we've talked with our parents 
about drinking and they've told 
us about the responsibilities and 
consequences, then why not? 
Most parents say that if you do 
need a ride, just can and no matter 
what time it is or how drunk you 
are, they'll just come and get you. 
It is important to speak about 
drinking with your parents be­
cause you can see how they feel 
about it. It's betternotto lie about 
your decisions. 

All I have left to say is no one is 
going to impact a teenager's deci­
sion, without a personal experi­
ence. But we all learn from them. 

Addie Shreeram 
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Senior Column 
Time to get out 

By Tommy Walton 

Finally, Senior Year, and I now have the great honor of taking my turn 
to do the esteemed Senior Column. I think it would benefit you, the 
reader, to kind of change the pace on this column. 

In the past, my fellow seniors have written about all of the good times 
they've had, and how it all carne and went so quickly. They 've preached 
about how all the good times are gone, and how they've watched their 
friends come and go. 

To me, I think that it's about time we all got out of here. 
The past three years didn't go by as fast as everyone said they went by. 

I remember a few classes in particular through my high school career that 
seemed as if one class lasted a lifetime. You all know what classes they 
are. I'm sure all of you have at least one of them in your schedule. I won't 
single out any classes though, to protect the good-intentioned teachers. 

Class periods vary in length by what year you are. If you' re a freshmen, 
classes are short. If you're a sophomore, they're medium. Once you get 
to be a junior, they're long. By the time you're a senior, they're longer 
then waiting up on Christmas Eve when you know you have 20 fat boxes 
under the tree to open in the morning. 

Not to say that the whole high school experience hasn't been fun. It has 
been one of the greatest times of my life, but it sure is time for a change. 
I'm sure we're all a little tired of being pushed around by the lovable 
"security guards." Now I'd like to take some time to say some much­
anticipated farewells: 

1. No more Ker-McGee (no explanation needed) 
2. No more getting yelled at by that lady on the second floor who 

makes you walk all the way around the library just to get in if you're late. 
3. No more weird sme11 in the library. 
4. No more crowded halls 
5. No more Security Guards hassling you for no reason at all. 

Why would anyone possibly want to stay here for another four years? 
The thought has never crossed MY mind. Yet people still say it is so great 
here. What's so great about living with your parents? What's so great 
about having a curfew? Isn't everyone sick of living here? 

To close, I think we should all enjoy our moments in high school, but 
not dwell on the past and how fast the times went. There aplenty of better 
times to come in college or wherever you're off to. So, live now, but still 
save plenty of energy to live it up later, because college has some pretty 
hard-core parties 
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