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Volleyball finishes 2nd in DVC

By Jeff Goluszka

The girls volleyball team won
the regional championship by
defeating both Geneva and
Batavia,

They defeated Geneva (15-6,
15-4) and Batavia (15-7, 15-8)
before facing a tough Larkin
squad.

Larkin was a very good team,
as was shown by their record
going into the game of 34-1-1 .

Their victory over We-go 15-
4,15-11 in the sectionals elimi-
nated the Cats from the Class
AA state playoffs.

Evenoff thisdown point, Kelly
Kaylor and Danielle Murphy
made the All-Conference team.

Overall, the team’s final record

of 25-13 (9-5 in the DuPage
Valley Conference, whichplaced
them tied for second place)
pleased the team.

“I’'m very proud of our perfor-
mance. We accomplished our
main goal of winning regionals.
We’re also very proud of win-
ning the [DVC] tournament.
There was a little disappoint-
ment because we thought we
could’ve gone fartherin the play-
offs, butoverall the season was a
success,” said senior outside hit-
ter Kelly Kaylor of the team’s
performance this year.

“We had a strong season, the
best since I've been on varsity
[for four years]. We achieved

our season goal of winning
regionals, but we’re still a little
disappointed with such an early
finish,” said senior co-captain
and outside hitter Danielle
Murphy.

“We will definitely miss our
seniors, but we have a lot of
talent to work with. Combine
that with hard work in the off-
season and we can put it to use,”
said junior setter Melissa Acker
on next year.

One bright spot for next sea-
son will be the return of junior
setters Chrissy Dabbert and
Acker. “Setter is a key position
on our team,” said Kaylor.

Swimming season ends at state

By Dan Young

Aftertaking the DVCinvite by
storm, the girls swim team
Jjumped into the sectional pool
and qualified five athletes to head
down to the state meet.

The girls left on Friday, No-
vember 21 and competed in the
state

repeaters junior Danielle Lureau,
seniors Emily Limburger, John-
son, sophomores Abby Grantand
Stephanie Shalek.

Johnson, Grant, Lureau and
Shalek make up the medley re-
lay and Grant is also swimming

meet
a'w
Batn
on
No-
vem-
ber

events last year and this year she
is only going down in the relays.
“We took a chance with her en-
durance, and we lost this time.
She made it last year without the
rest, so we expected she could
make it this year as well.

She

21

and
22 (Results were unavailable at
press time).

The Wildcats took third over-
all in the sectional meeting, los-
ing to St. Charles and
Schaumburg. Coach Dan John-
son said, “We loaded the relays
and that move hurt our team
score. We took a chance and
didn’tlet some of our swimmers
rest enough and it hurtus. On a
good note, senior Angie John-
son swam well, and so did Katy
Coffman.”

After all of the hard work the
girlsputin, they are reaping their
success. Five swimmers quali-
fied to the state meet, including

in the 100-meter breast stroke.
The medley relay is a combina-
tion of breast stroke, freestyle,
butterfly and back stroke. Grant
isthe 13 ranked individual in the
state in the 100-meter breast
stroke. Johnson said, “We hope
Abby can move up a spot and
take top 12, which is All-State.”

However, they have to stand
up to last years success. Last
year’s team had six girls head
downstate, starring ex-Wildcat
Heather Horsley, senior
Limburger, Lureau, Grant,
sophomore Tracy Drzal, and
Shalek.

Lureau went downstate in four

File Photo

Girls swimming ended their season at the State Meet in Evanston.

had a great sectional last year
and then she didn’t have any-
thing left for state,” said John-
son.

“This year we will be going for
team points, team scoreand plac-
ing. We have made it to state
almost every year now, SO we
want to try for a good state fin-
ish,” said Johnson.

“Right now,” Johnson said,
“wereally need torestupand get
ready for state. We alsoneed to
correct our mistakes and prac-
tice on those relays. The relays
preformed well for sectionals,
dropping 2 seconds off the med-
ley and 5 seconds off the 400
free relay.”

Winter sports schedule

Boys Basketball:

11/25/97 - Thanksgiving Tip-
Off at Oswego

12/5/97 - At Glenbard East -
6:00 p.m,

12/12/97 - Home vs.
Naperville Central - 6:00 p.m.
12/16/97 - Home vs. Rockford
Jefferson - 5:30 p.m.

Girls Basketball:

11/28/97 - Tournament at
Lyons Township

12/4/97 - Home vs. Downers
Grove North - 6:00 p.m.

12/11/97 - Home vs. Glenbard
East - 6:00 p.m.

12/13/97 - Home vs.
Naperville Central - 1:30 p.m.

Boys Swimming:

12/11/97 - At Benedictine
University - 6:00 p.m.
12/13/97 - Home - 1:00 p.m.
12/18/97 - Home vs. Crystal
Lake Central - 5:00 p.m.

Wrestling:
11/26/97 - At Geneva - 5:30
p.m.

11/29/97 - At Wauconda - 9:00
a.m.

12/5/97 - Home vs. Glenbard
East - 5:30 p.m.

12/6/97 - At Hersey - 10:00
a.m.

12/9/97 - Home vs. Steinmetz -
6:00 p.m.

- 12/1297 - At Naperville

Central - 6:00 p.m.

12/13/97 - At Sycamore - 9:30
am.

12/18/97 - Home vs. Wheaton
North - 6:00 p.m.

Wrestling team
on the move

By Arlete Penaflor

The wrestling team is prepar-
ing for their first meet against
Genevaon Wednesday, Novem-
ber 26.

The wrestling team has been
preparing with a lot of practice.
It is vital that they fit into the
right weight classes in order to
make the best of this years sea-
son.

They have a lot of goals this
season. Some are to have a win-
ning season with a better than a
.500 winning percentage in dual
meets. They also want to have at
least have six sectional qualifi-
ers. They want to win one out of
four tournaments. Another one
of their major goals this season
is to have two state qualifiers.

“Last year we didn’t have any
state qualifiers. It’s hard to
qualify athletes some times but
if they work hard this season, we
hope to at least get two,” said
head varsity coach Bob Hein.

This season will have a much
differentlook. The team will be
strong in the upper weight lev-
els, unlike last years power in
the lower weights. Hein feels
this could be the team's advan-
tage.

Hein feels that although they

haven’t had agood turnout so far
this year, he is very impressed
with the team's performance.

“Although we are low on num-
bers for the some weightclasses,
I am very impressed with the
hard work that they all do,” said
Hein.

The varsity team is looking
very strong this year with se-
niors Steve Pastore, Greg
Gomez, Luke English, Dale En-
glish, Marvin Boorsma, John
Svast, Jason Osterkamp, juniors
Luis Aquado, Cesar Pena and
sophomore Ben Stevens.

With the wrestling team being
strongand ready to take this years
season head on, Hein feels that
they will do good in this years
season.

“Right now we have quality,
not quantity,” said Hein.

Last years wrestling team-had
arecord of 9-12, and they placed
third in conference, third in the
dual meets, and fourth place
overallin the conference tourna-
ment. This years team hopes to
beat last years records from last
season.

The season opening meet is on
Wednesday, November 26 at
Geneva.

Girls basketball
wins season opener

By Beth Siwy

The girls basketball team also
played vs. Homewood
Flossmore.
JanineMorris played
well and Leslie Harlson |
got five blocks. :

The Cats won against
Oswego on opening
night, which was Tues-
day, November 18 by a
score of 55-37.

The game was close
upuntil halftime, but the
Ladycats pulled away
in the second half,
mostly by Harlsons 26

points.

With the loss of
NatalieFijalkowskiand
Missy Buenz, who was
the top scorer and top
rebounder, to graduat-
ion, Coach Kim Wallner
has along road ahead of
her.

The ‘98 We-go girls
basketball team is

counting on Seniorsy eslie Harlson

Andrea Beutjer andfeturns for the
L ew season -ats will be playing at the Lyon's

Leslie Harlson to lead the way.
The four year players
and leeaders of twokey
positions, point guard
and center, have a lot
riding on their shoul-
ders this season.
Theteamincludes se-
niors Harlson, Beutjer,
Morris; juniors Leah
Spindler, Molly Saul,
Krista Varble, Kim
@ Ellis, Mellissa Miller,
Mellissa Acker,
Jeanette Arroyo, Nicole
Gomez; sophomores
Michelle Grove, Neha
Soneji, Missy Krueger,
.1 Christine Cleveland,
{ Michelle Lasky, Kim
» Olson.
Harlson was honored
| with all DVC last sea-
- son by averaging 10
| points per game. The
* Wildcats are starting
" with a new lineup this
e season with three
guards, twocenters,and
no forwards. The Wild-

Township Tournament on Fri-
day, November 28.
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Soccer enjoys great season

By Jeff Goluszka

The West Chicago boys soc-
cer team had a successful sea-
son, which included a sectional
championship.

Their season ended with a loss
in the supersectional of the state
playoffs to then top-ranked St.
Charles.

No one outside of the team
itself, according to head coach
RobertOwens, ever thought We-
go could go so far into the state
playoffs. During the sectional
the Cats outscored their three
opponents, Willowbrook, York
and previously undefeated
Wheaton North by a combined
score of 11 to 1.

The win over Wheaton North
was especially sweet for the
Wildcats, mostly because the
Cats lost4-3 in an earily match-
up.
The Wildcats’ 3-0 shutout of
the Falcons in the sectional
shocked everyone, exceptforthe
We-go soccer team.

Unfortunately, the Cats fell into
a trap versus St. Charles.

“We had been so emotionally
and mentally ready for the
Wheaton North game, with the
adrenaline flowing, that after the
game we had to sit around for

two days,” said Owens.

“It can be difficult to be ready
mentally, physically and emo-
tionally in two days, even when
we were ready to play then top
ranked St. Charles,” said Owens.

We-go ended up losing the
game 5-2. St.Charles wentup 2-
0 early on a disputed goal that
should not have counted, said
Owens.

The ball bounced off the foot-
ball crossbar and should have
been out of play, said Owens.
The referee didn't call it and St.
Charles scored a goal.

“The missed call caused a bit
of aletdown forus, but we stayed
with [St. Charles] the rest of the
game,” said Owens.

Overall, the We-gosoccer team
accomplished their goal of win-
ning sectionals, but they didn't
do as well in the DVC as they
had hoped.

The Cats’ overall record was
15-5-2, but they were adismal 2-
4-1 in the DVC.

The Wildcats blew a 3-1 lead
in the final minutes to lose to
West Aurora in overtime in a
conference game.

Inaddition, the lossto Wheaton
North was a game We-go could

Sectional champs fall to St. Charles

have won, said Owens.

We-go didn't have problems
scoring, as they made 74 goals
this year, averaging about three
per game. They gave up just
over a goal per game, which
makes a good a winning combi-
nation.

The defensive unit was led by
seniors Antonio Pasillas, Jason
Hempel, Kevin Openshaw,
Gustavo Porcayo, Jim Callahan,
John Hall, BrianO’Haraand jun-
iors Joe Leli .

The Wildcatoffensive unit was
led by seniors Nino Gonzalez,
Joe Kaczmarek, Damian
Guerreroand Randy Labak. The
players on this years team were
“the driving force behind [our
runin the playoffs],” said Owens.

The future is certain with
sophomores Ryan Dorn (for-
ward) and Dave Boyle
(midfielder) stepping up this
year. Along with juniors Alberto
Perez (midfielder), Kevin
Rugaard (goalie) and Leli, these
two look to be leaders next year.

All of the midfield will return,
except for All-Conference and
All-Area senior midfielder
Arturo Guevara.

Basketball ready to tip-
off the new season

by Kelly Kaylor

After last year’s disappointing
10-16 finish, the boys basketball
team is hoping to stay consis-
tently winning throughout this
season.

The Wildcats finished in the
bottom of the conference last
year, despite a 7-0 startand win-
ning the annual season-opening
Oswego Thanksgiving Tourna-
ment.

Experienced varsity returners
seniors Jim Callahan and Jon
Hall are expected to carry the
team of newcomers into one of
the most competitive basketball
conferences in the state of Illi-
nois.

Callahan, a 5’9" senior guard,
was one of the most reliable and
successfulshootersonlastyear’s
squad and will be looked to di-
rect the offense on the floor. With
an almost guaranteed shot out-
side the arc, he enters the season
with a fair chance at being an all-
conference selection if his game
proves consistent.

Senior forward, 6’4” Hall,
who's play saw tremendous im-
provement last year, as he led
the team in scoring their last five
games of the season, will also be
looked to lead the team. Coach
Dan McCarthy is depending on
him to be a strong force off the
glass.

Newc¢omers senior Martin
Filippson and junior Andy
DuBois should be key additions

to McCarthy’s talented roster.

Swedish exchange student,
Filippson, brings his talent and
experience to the team. This
6’3” senior played with the
Swedish national team last year
and is expected to be one of We-
Go’s top scorers.

DuBois, a 6’1” guard who
worked extensively in the off-
season has proved his hard work
and dedication to the program.

Returning varsity letter win-
ners also include: Jeremy
Adams, Justin Coletti, and Jus-
tin McLoughlin.

The team as a whole seems to
find its strength in its well-bal-
anced offense, McCarthy said,
“We have quite a few kids who
can score.” Offense will be vi-
tal, but defense may be just as
important when the Cats step
onto the court with such teamsas
last year’s state runner-up, West
Aurora.

McCarthy feels histeam needs
to improve on their rebounding
game, considering the team does
not stack up to the height of the
conference.

“Strong shooting, heart, and
intensity are our strengths. We
also have a good group of jun-
iors coming in who look to con-
tribute. But we need to work on
ourrebounding game,” Callahan
said.

Predictions for the DVC com-
petition have Naperville North

and Central at the top, in addi-
tion to powerhouse West Au-
rora. All of the teams will be
tough competition for the Wild-
cats.

McCarthy believes his team
will be constant competitors with
teams of such caliber. “The DVC
is challenging, but also an op-
portunity to go up against some
of the best teams in the state,” he
said.

Team expectations for the sea-
son include finishing in the top
half of the conference and win-
ning their regional, Callahan
said.

The squad had a busy summer
in preparation for the season,
having 22 kids on two teams in
leagues at Glenbard West and
Lockport. One team also com-
peted in the 32-team Morris
Shootout, one of the most presti-
gious tournaments in the state.

The team also includes: senior
Justin Sadowski and juniors Jeff
Callahan, Brian Raymond, Mark
Doeseckle, Jeff Belokin, Andrew
Merrick, Brian Franckowiak, and
Chris Grin.

The Cats kicked off competi-
tion last night against Yorkville
in the Oswego Thanksgiving
Tournament (results were un-
available at press time). Their
next game is scheduled at 6:30
p.m. onFriday against Marmion
Academy at Oswego.

Number of athletes hurdle
for boys swimming

By Jennifer Lasky

The boys swim team is begin-
ning a new season with new
coach, Chris Hall.

Hall has four years of high
school coaching experience in
Arizona. He hasalso spent six to
eight yearscoaching recreational
summer swimming.

The team consists of Joey
Lureau, Jake McPherson, Justin
Hilt, Dave Marino, Scott Hamlin,
Kevin McCarthy, Brian Ahlgard,
and Mark Gottleib.

The team practices every af-
ternoon, three mornings each
week, and Saturdays. Alto-
gether, the team practices and
weight lifts 22 plus hours each
week.

Hall’s goals for the season are

notfocused on a win-lossrecord,
buton making sure the boys have
more progress than ever before.

Hall sees this season’s sched-
uleasbeing difficult, but he feels
the win-loss record will not re-
flect what the team is capable of.

The boys swim team lost many
swimmers to graduation, includ-
ing the "Fab Four," Ryan Acker,
Jeff Cain, Peter Grant, and Jai
Hartigan.

Hallreplaces LenPenkala, who
led last years team through a
good season. Penkala isnow the
aquatics director at Neuqua Val-
ley High School

Boys may join the swim team
up until Sectionals, on February
21.

Fall sports wrap-up

By Allison Taylor

Athletes from nine different
sports, including six All-Con-
ference athletes, wererecognized
on Monday, November 10, at
Fall Sports Awards Night.

Students on boys soccer, boys
and girls cross country, boys and
girls golf, girls tennis, football,
girls volleyball, and girls swim-
ming were recognized for their
performance during the fall
Sports season.

The evening opened with a
short speech by Athletic Direc-
tor Bob Stone. Stone said that
the season was very, very suc-
cessful. He thanked everyone
for the support they gave the
athletes over the past three

Campos and Vice-President
Amy Kaylor. They recognized
all 44 of the four year athletes
and presented them each with a
key chain.

Over 40 students were pre-
sented with the scholar athlete
award and 69 people earned
Academic All-Conference hon-
ors. To be a scholar athlete, one
musthavea3.5 G.P.A. or higher
and have earned a varsity letter
intheir respective sport. Toearn
Academic All Conference, the
athletes must have a 3.0 G.P.A.
or higher and have earned a var-
sity letter in their sport.

The six All-Conference ath-
letes were recognized for their
achieve-
ments.

0LO cou
Wes Skidgel accepts an award from
months. Coach Paul McLeland
Pep Club advisor and social
- studies teacher Steven Wrobleski
then recognized senior athletes
who were not honored with a
senior parentnight. Seniors from
boysand girlscrosscountry, boys
and girls golf, and girls tennis
were recognized for their hard
work and dedication. Each ath-
lete was escorted by their par-
ents and given a flower.
The next award was presented
by Booster Club PresidentRuben

Theyin-
clude,
junior
i3 ks
Young
i
Cross
country,
senior
Justin
Sadaskas
for boys
golf, se-
niors
Damian
Guerrero
and
Arturo
Guevara
forboyssoccer, andseniorsKelly
Kaylor and Danielle Murphy for
girls volleyball.

After all of the awards were
givenout, coaches from the nine
sports talked about their teams
and what they accomplished
during the season. Each gave a
short synopsis, and then the
sports separated and held mini-
awards ceremonies for their re-
spective teams. Awards such as
most valuable player, most im-
proved player, and the coach’s
award were given to athletes.
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