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Quick start holds hope for future 
By Dan Young 

As girls swimming gets ready for 
the Wildcat Invitational tomorrow, 
they can be proud of what they have 
done so far. 

After trouncing the York swim­
ming and diving team, they swim­
ming cats left Evanston and · 
Barrington on the diving boards 
eating their dust. 

The cats last meet was 13 days 
ago, but with the pace their going at, 
a shot at a team bid to the state meet 
is very likely. Coach Dan Johnson 
said, "It all depends on how we 
swim. We have the potential to be 
a very strong, talented team, but we 
must improve our work habits." 

The Wildcats swam against top 
ten ranked Barrington and 
Evanston. They took 3rd in the 
meet, but the individual swimmers 
swam extremely well. 

The Wildcats beat the tar out of 
York, by a lopsided score of 134-
55. 

"Normally, York is a good sec­
tional team," Johnson· said. The 
Wildcats got good performances out 
of freshman Shannon Stem, who 
got lifetime personal bests, and from 
Katie Coffman as well. 

Johnson said, "She (Coffmann) 
had an outstanding meet. Stem has 
been swimming with the Shark's 

program for her grade school years, depends on how bad they want it. 
and now she gets all of her lifetime This team could make it to state, 
bests." Johnson also said that he but it all depends on how bad they 
was extremely proud of how well want it. It's hard to say if they will 
the diver were. "The divers were make state, because it also depends 
excellent," he said. on how they swim on the sectional 

Johnson also said, "Danielle day." 
Lureau swam extremely well, and Johnson also addressed the loss of 
she posted good times this early in the senior swimmers, saying, "It is 
the seaso.n." Lureau is a returning alwaystoughtosaygood-bye,butit 
state swimmer, and just a sopho- is exciting to see the freshman and 
more last year. "She has a very sophomores step up and take the 
good chance of going downstate," seniors places. I take personal en­
said Johnson. joyment in watching the seniors go 

The team is ready for the season. to college and do great thing." 
Johnson said, "Some swimmers are However, there has a been a prob­
alread y at state times, and it all I em with the school pool. The pool 

heating system filters into the mairi 
boiler to heat the water. However, 
there was a faulty part in the heating 
system, and the water began to leak 
in the main boiler, and the pool had 
to be closed. Johnson said, "It threw 
a crimp in our training." 

We wanted to get a few double 
workouts in there during the week, 
but we couldn't because of the leak. 
We even opened the pool early to 
get some workouts in. We had to 
workout in the outdoor pool, and I 
arranged for us to workout in St. 
Charles. It was a problem, but now 
we are back." 

Girls Running Brave The DVC's got a new red and blue 
By Kelley·Betts 

The Girls' Cross Country team 
has their eyes fixed on their goals 
and is ready to run overall obstacles 
in their path. 

These Ladycats are off to a posi­
tive start finishing just short of their 
goal of placing in the top ten at the 
Wacaunda invitational last Satur­
day, September 13. They placed 
11th out of 30 teams. 

"They didn't run as they were 
expected to," says coach Kelly 
Kolassa, "but Racheal Altergott ran 
her best race." 

Altergott, sophomore. is among 
the top returners forthisseasonalong 
with sophomores Jenny Wiechert 
and Crystal Adams. 

September 16 was the girls' first 
conference meet. They beat 
Glenbard East by one point having 
the girls place second, third, fifth, 
sixth and 12th. 

"We are lacking a fifth runner in a 
big way," says Kolassa. 

The Ladycats lost to Glenbard 
North at the same meet. 

This season also marks the first 
season boys and girls cross country 
is completely separate. Last year, 
Kolassa was the assistant coach of 
the cross country team. This year, 

By Jennifer Lasky 

she is the head coach. 
"We now have the freedom to run There arc new faces in the DuPage 

in different meets," says Kolassa. Valley Conference starting in the 
JanineMorrisalsojoinedthetearn 1997-98 school year. Glenbard 

which started off as a big boost South's departure from the DVC 
adding to the list of top runners, but left an opening and the West Aurora 
Morris is currently out with an ankle Black hawks seized the opportunity 
mJury. to move from the Upstate Eight to 

"Our goal for this season is for the DVC. 
Varsity to try finishing fifth in the West Aurora saw the opening in 
D.V.C., and in order to do this, the DVC as a great opportunity for 
everyone needs to be in good shape , the students. The D V C is a smaller 
says Kolassa ' conference than the Upstate Eight, 

At this point many of the runners making game scheduling easier. The 
have one year of experience behind DVC al_s? offers better lower level 
them providing a good start into the competltlon for the students. Some 
season. of the schools in the Upstate Eight 

The biggest problem girls cross 
countryisfacedwithincompetition some sports. Jommg the DVC 
is the experienced runners most gives the younger students more of 
schools have. an opportunity to play. 

Looking ahead, another goal is to InordertojointheDVC,theschool 
be consistent in placing in the had to .apply. St. Charles, 
D.V.C.,says Kolassa. The past five Valley, and Lake Park 
years were very inconsistent corn- also apphed for the spot. 
pared to years before. Each school in the DVC sent a 

The girls struggled last year with to a meeting to inter­
a lower turnout of nine runners, vtew each of the schools. West 
most of them being new. Girls cross Aurora matched the other schools 
country also lacked a varsity team. in the DVC in size_, levels 
Despite these major drawbacks, the of and fac1httes. . 
frosh/soph team managed to place W1th a student populauon of 25-

2600, the Blackhawks were once a 
big name in the Upstate Eight. The 
UpstatcEightconsistsofSt. Charles, 
Waubonsie Valley, Lake Park, 
Elgin, East Aurora, De Kalb, and 
Larkin high schools. West Aurora 
was a part of the conference since 
the start of the conference in 1963. 

During West Aurora's 34 years in 
the Upstate Eight, the school col­
lected 120 conference champion­
ships. 

The school's most recent accom­
plishments include a state champi­
onship in girls tennis, a second in 
state in boys basketball, and boys 
tennis and girls badminton were 
conference champs. 

West Aurora has already played 
many of the schools in the DVC in 
non-conference games. The school 
is known for having a strong ath­
letic program. According to We-go 
athletic director Bob Stone, the 
school has strong boys basketball, 
baseball, and wrestling teams, and 
strong girls tennis and swim teams. 

The only We-go team to have 
played West Aurora is the soccer 
team, and the Wildcats were de­
feated 4-3. The rest of the teams are 

scheduled to play the Blackhawks 
later in the season. 

Joining the DVC has increased 
the school's turnout for sports. The 
school currently has 10 boys sports 
and 12 girls sports. Some sports 
have as many as 50 more people 
than last year. The girls cross coun­
try team has approximately 50 mem­
bers, boys soccer has 65 members. 
Of an approximately 80 member 
coaching staff, 75 work in the school 
building. 

Most of West Aurora's sports fa­
cilities are located on campus, with 
the exceptions of tennis, golf, cross 
country, and swimming. There are 
plans to move tennis on campus. 
Swimming is held at Illinois Math 
and Science Academy. 

The property on which IMSA is 
located was sold -to them in the 
1980's by West Aurora. West Au­
rora has a large but old gymnasuim 
and the best football facility in the 
DVC. The school just installed a 
new sprinkl_ing system and has the 
largest pressbox in the DVC. 

By Allison Taylor 

We got spirit, so lets hear it 
Sports Editorial 

"Why would I want to go to the 
football game? We're just going to 
lose anyway." 

"Spirit days are so dumb, why do 
we even have them?" 

"This school sucks." 
I hear comments like this all the 

time. People who are too cool to 
take pride in our school. I hate the 
negative attitude some students at 
We-go have. 

I am not saying everyone is like 
this. In fact the majority of students 
support our school and take pride in 
our Wildcats. However, there are 
always some exceptions. 

These are the people who refuse 
to attend pep assembly days, who 
make fun of athletes, and who ver­
bally put down our school. 

People iike this make me mad. I 
understand that not everyone en­
joys watching a soccer game or sing­
ing the school song, but why do they 
have to say anything against those 
who do? 

When I was at a football game 

earlier this month, I heard some 
students talking about how bad the 
team was and how they would lose 
no matter what. This made me 
angry. I always show up to football 
games, or any sport for that matter, 
with the hope that we will win. If 
these people felt we would lose then 
why were they at the game in the 
frrst place? 

I think as a school we should have 
confidence in our athletes. We need 
to support them, whether they win 
or lose. The fans need to be respect­
ful and keep their losing attitudes to 
themselves. I think if everyone had 
a better attitude about our teams, 
especially football, the players 
would appreciate it. . 

l know some people will say 
they're just stating the facts when 
they put down our teams, and maybe 
they are. If they stopped to think 
about what they were saying, 
though, I think th_ey would see how 
rude they really are. 

I think the students and staff would 

also like it if people could stop say­
ing how bad our school is or how 
much they hate it. Just because a 
few rules bother someone doesn't 
mean they have to go around and 
tell everyone just how much our 
school sucks. 

Pep assemblies are another pet 
peeve of mine. I would love to see 
the bleachers filled to capacity in­
stead of just a few big groups of 
people. I am proud of the people 
who go to the assemblies, though. 
They are choosing to support We­
go and show their support by cheer­
ing for our teams. 

As I said before, I think most We­
go students are proud of this school 
and they support our teams. Those 
people who have a bad attitude, 
though, should think about what 
this school means to the rest of us 
and be respectful. Don't share your 
snide remarks about school spirit 
because chances are, most people 
don't want to hear them. 

> END ANY THREATENING ALTERCATION IN SECONDS! < 

ULTIMATE SELF -DEFENSE 
THROUGH BRUCE LEE'S ART OF 

Dj/ JEET KUNE DO 
Lam from arts lib: 

BRAZIUAN JUJITSU <> THAI KICKBOXING <> JUDO 
WESTERN BOXING<> SAVATE <> FIUPII'fO MARTIAL ARTS 

<>AND MAKY MORE<> 

LOW FEES • CLASSES OF 4 OR LESS • FLEXIBLE TIMES 
CLOSE LOCATIONS • SMALL GROUP RATES • EXPERIENCED STAFF 

ONE-ON·ONE TRAINING • IN HOME LESSONS • FAST RESULTS 

FOR A FREE PHONE CONSULTATION 
CALL (708) 431-0029 

ECLECTIC DEVELOPMENT SYSTEMS INC. 
"Q/siny no 11Jay CLJ /Jiay, no him/a/ion as hind a/ion" -7lruce Bee 

( Jil 
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Football wins opener, prepares for Homecoming 
By JeffGoluszka 

The West Chicago football team ThegameagainstGlenbardSouth Jensen has played well so far, as "He's done a very goodjobconsid-
started out the season with a thrill- was played at home, and the Cats he has completed eight of fifteen ering he hasn't played quarterback 
ingvictory, but things quickly went won the very emotional game 15- passes for 125 yards and one inter- since his freshman year ... he's only 
from promising to grim. 14. Glenbard South's missed two ception. gettingbetter,"saidStoneonJensen. 

The Wildcats won their season point conversion in the fourth quar- Jensen clearly has the support of Carstensen's words mean very 
opencrgameagainstformerDuPage ter was the difference. The team his teammates. "JohnJensenisper- much,sinceheisaco-captainandis 
Valley Conference rival Glenbard was ecstatic after the game and the fectly capable of doing the job. highly regarded by his teammates. 
South, but then fell apart facing two crowd was definite! y into it. We're fine. He's got a strong arm "He's got greatleadership ... he takes 
savage defeats at the hands of Adam Morissey and Mike (Jensen is also a pitcher). He's control in the huddle," said senior 
Batavia and Glenbard North. Schneider scored for the Wildcats. gaining confidence every game," · defensive tackle Rich DiVito. 

Last week Glenbard North rav- The team unfortunately has be- said senior co-captain Jim Raymond also was the 
agedtheCats57-12. Thiswasespe- gun to point fingers at each other Carstensen. Raymond added that placekicker, so the new kicker is 
cially tough to take after week two • s Raymond said, but "we need to stick Jensen is working hard and is doing junior Chris Weston. "He's got a 
defeat at the hands of Batavia 36 to together and be pointing fingers at well. good foot, he can kick," according 
0. ourselves not each other," said NewheadcoachBobStonealsois toCarstensen. Westonhasnotcome 

In week two the Wildcats lost at Raymond. pleasedwithJensen'sperformance. intoagametokickanextrapointor 
Batavia 36-0 and in week three at In the third quarter against r-;;;;;;;;:;;=;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;;;:;;==================~----. 
home versus Glenbard North, the Glenbard South, We-go took the 
Cats were destroyed 57 to 12. lead 15-0 with backup senior quar-

The Cats got down to Glenbard terback John Jensen playing that 
North 23-0 early and could not re- position for the first time. 
cover. The Wildcat defense had Jensen was in because Raymond 
trouble containingGBNjuniorrun­
ning back Mike Mims, who ran for 
182 yards on 10 carries including 
four touchdown runs. 

was lost for the season with a collar-
bone injury he sustained in the sec­
ond quarter, although he continued 
to play until halftime. 

field goal yet, but he has 7 kickoffs . 
with an average of 4 7 yards a kick. 

Unfortunately, none of that mat­
tered as the Cats were blown out in 
the next two games. 

However, the season is not over 
and the team has time to regroup 
and possibly salvage the season. · 
Stone will have to get his team to be 
more confident to be competitive. 

In the end it looks as if Stone will 
play a huge part in the rebuilding 
process of the We-go football pro­
gram. Raymond said Stone de­
scribed things best when he said 
"We're building a program, not a 
season." 

Being competitive the rest of the 
season may be a tough task for the 
Cats, since their upcoming sched­
Ule includes three teams that were in 
the Chicago Tribune l?reseason Top 
10, Naperville Central, whom they 
play tonight, Wheaton-Warrenville 
South and Naperville North. 

In the coming weeks We-go has 
the Homecoming game against 
Glenbard East Saturday. 

A .factor in the losses was star 
junior quarterback Brian 
Raymond's season-ending collar­
bone in jury in week one that shocked 
the team and it's fans. 

Raymond completed two of three 
passes for 22 yards and a touch­
down before being injured. 
Raymond's loss leaves the team 
without an experienced leader. 

. Photo by Kristi Ault 
Football prepares to run over thell' oppenents in the DVC 

We-go will end their regular sea­
son with a home game on Senior 
Parent Night, October 17, versus 
DVC. ~wcomer West Aurora. 

A Stable Rock 
By Hannah Kenny 

Mter three head football coaches 
and Athletic Directors within one 
matter of a year, We-go hopes Bob 
Stone will be the rock of the Ath­
letic Department 

July 1st marked the arrival of Bob 
Stone who will fill the position of 
athletic director by day and head 
football coach by night. 

Stone left the same position at 
Joliet Catholic Academy to come to 
We-go. Since he did not have any 
assistance as athletic director, he 
turned down both positions at first. 

He accepted the position here at 
We-go to attempt to turn around a 
struggling We-go football program 
that has experienced several coach-

ing changes. He hopes to bring 
stability by keeping the present as­
sistant coaches, PE teachers Tony 
Neverly and Greg Hansen, and PE 
and Drivers Education teacher John 
Walters. 

Competition and concentration on 
We-go are goals Stone anticipates, 
but he will take what happens. 

Maybe some of Stone's previous 
records will polish the records for 
We-go. He brings an impressive 
recotd: 80-17 in his seven years as 
the Hilltopper head football coach, 
including a state title in 1990 and 
runner-up to Wheaton-Warrenville 
South in 1992. 

As athletic, director Stone feels it 

will be a challenge to persuade par­
ticipation. He said "Girls have a 
greaterparticipation than boys,"but 
hopes tO see participation equal in 
the future. 

Another role he wants to fulfill is 
"being there" as a spectator at both 
girls and boys sports. Fonner in­
terim athletic director Gail George 
said "Athletic director is his job and 
he knows that [so] the equality will 
be balanced and fair." 

Stone chose to make the move to 
West Chicago for the challenge, the 
teacher retirement system, and his 
friend business teacher and head 
basketball coach Dan McCarthy. He 
is currently residing in Geneva. 

Golf is driving fore success 
By Kelly Kaylor 

Wildcat golfers are heading in their 
anticipated direction for success, 
despiteaclosedefeatatthehandsof 
NapervilleCentralonTuesday. The 
girls are working towards improve­
ment after a tough loss to Geneva. 

The boys golf team came close, 
but lost to Naperville Central on 
Tuesday on Naperbrook GC. Top 
scores were posted by Justin 
Sadaukas, Jeff Powell, and Kevin 
Brewer. 

After a 6-9 record and a fifth place 
finish in the DuPage Valley Confer­
ence last year, Coach Tim Courmey 
is expecting more this season. "This 
team should do really well, we 
should be in the top half of the 
conference," Courtney said .. 

With the losses of Bait Gallagher 
and former captain Terry Yormark 
to graduation, this season depends 
on strong performances by the se­
nior class. Led by captain John 
Brigowatz, the seniors include: 
Kevin Brewer, Adam Bridge, Jus­
tin Saduaskas and Jason Sewell . . 

New additions to the varsity ros-

ter are juniors Jeff Belokin, Chris 
Howell,KyleMulligan,JeffPowell, 
and Rick Williams. 

"In order for this year's team to be 
successful they need to continue to 
shoot scores in the thirties, and just 
keep doing what they are doing," 
Courtney said. Courtney expects 
the team to continue the progress he 
has seen in the past opening weeks 
of the season. 

During the Homecoming week the 
team has a meet against West Au­
rora on their home course of St. 
Andrews at4:15 p.m. 

Lady Wildcat golfers lost on Mon­
day to Geneva , top scorers were; 
Lydia Schroeder(53), Helen 
Walsh{ 57), and Jessica Leston(60). 

The girls' golf team which has 
only been in existence fortwo years, 
continues to work on gaining re­
spect in the DVC. 

This season the number of partici­
pants increased · to ten from last 
years' six including; seniors Leston, 
Jenny Mullaney, Candi Widerski, 
juniors Allison Kuranshi, Ellen 

McLoughlin, Molly Saul, and 
sophomores Angela Mullaney, 
Christie Palombi, Schroeder, and 
Walsh. 

Thus far into the season the girls 
have a record of 0-5. On the more 
positive note, some girls have bet­
tered their scores by twenty strokes 
which leaves coach Mike Cain and 
Leston hoping to send a few golfers 
to regionals. 

This season the team hopes to 
improve on last year's winless con­
ference play. 

Leston who was last year's MVP 
commented on the goals of the 
team,"Already this season we have 
seen a lot of improvement, our goal 
is to keep building this program. 
We had to cut players this year 
which has forced us to compete 
with ourselves to get better." 

During Homecoming week, no 
home meets have been scheduled 
for the girls, but the team plays 
Benet Academy at Elburn Golf 
Course on Thursday, September25, 
at 4 p.m. 

Soccer kicks off its· 
new season 

By Kelly Kaylor 

Varsity has kicked off their sea­
son with a winningrecordof6-l-l, 
and are foreseeing sucess for the 
rest of the year. 

Despite the key losses of All-Con­
ference recipients Roberto Martinez 
and Chris Payton to graduation, this 
year's soccer squad has made up for 
the difference. Led by captains se­
niors Jim Callahan, Arturo Guevara, 
Brian O'Hara, and junior Alberto 
Perez, the team hopes to avenge last 
year's 3-3 conference record. 

been added to the varsity roster. 
Ryan Dom, David Boyle, and Den­
nis Janek have been seeing playing 
time. 

In the DuPage Valley Conference, 
captains Callahan and O'Hara are 
expecting challenges from Wheaton 
North and Naperville North. 
Callahan commented on their pre­
dictions saying, "both teams 
[Wheaton North (5-l) and 
Naperville North ( 4-1)] are decem, 
but I feel we have a good chance to 

Photo by JeMy Lasky 

be on top." 
O'Haraspoke 

for the team say­
ing, "We are 
looking forward 
to a good year 
and could really 
use some fan 
support. .. the 
more fans we 
have the better 

Looking · for 
their strength 
to be in the 
backfield, the 
team feels 
comfortable in 
their experi­
enced defense. 
Confidence is 
found in their 
s e n i o r s· 
Callahan, 
O'Hara, and Soccer prepares for another season 

we play." 
The Cats are 

Jason Hempel in the defensive posi­
tions, in addition to strong perfor­
mances by Uriel Bejarano, Damian 
Guerrero, and Perez on offense. 

A strong class of seniors with var­
sity playing experience should prove 
beneficial to the squad, which also 
boasts talent in their junior class. 
The team's junior goalie, Kevin 
Rugaard, has impressed many with 
his numerous saves in the past two 
weeks of the season. Two sopho­
mores and a freshman have also 

ready to scratch and claw their way 
to the top of the DVC. The soccer 
team lost to DVC rival West Aurora 
(4-3), and tied to Oswego (3-3). 
However, the rest of the games the 
team has played in have ended up 
with the Wildcats running the vic­
tory laps. The team won the first 
two games, then faced Oswego. 

The team is scheduled to play 
Naperville North on Tuesday, Sep­
tember 23, at 6:30P.M., at the Na­
perville campus. 
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