
































Wildcat Chronicle

Baseball hurting for wins

By Tracy Morris

oo

Afterrecentlosses, including two
by slaughter rule, the varsity base-
ball team is looking to pick up the
pieces to what could still be a prom-
ising season.

The Cats had been setting for an
0-2 DuPage Valley Conference
record before taking on the Tigers
of Wheaton Warrenville South on
Wednesday April 23 (results were
unavailable at press time).

Thescheduleisn’tcutting the Cats
any slack either. They are slated to
take on conference powerhouse
Naperville North tomorrow, April
29, on the Huskies home field.

Luckily, the Cats have identified
the problem areas that led to their
most recent defeat, at 10-0, six in-
ning blowout at Naperville Cen-
tral, last Monday April 20.

“People are intimidated by teams
were playing with better records
than us,”said senior Ryan Baker.

Even with an intimidation factor
out of the way, the Cats are not
performing at full potential in the
field.

One of the teams strengths is its
experienced roster, including four
senior starters, right and left field-
ers Chad Perry and Zach Davidson,
respectively, along withcatcher Ted
Barszo and Mark Milauskus at sec-
ond base, butis making rookie type

erTors.

The pitching staff is walking bat-
ter after batter and allowing a large
member of runs that are hard to
defend.

More bad news for the pitching
staff comes with the injuries of se-
niors Bart Gallagher and Jim
Richardson, who are suffering from
are problems.

Gallagher is expected to be out of
commission for pitching for two
weeks,
while
Richardson’s
layoff pe-
riod was
undeter-
mined at
press time,

Versus
Glenbard
South, a
departed
conference
opponent,
junior PJ.
Leitherer
took the
loss when
the team couldn’t quite overcome a
mixture of walks, hits, and errors.

Prior to the second conference
loss to Naperville Central last week,

. Photo by Sandy Weiss
Freshman Victor Osario pitches to fresh-
man catcher Dan O'Hara

the Catslacked off theirconference
schedule with an 8-5 loss to
Glenbard North.

West Chicago battled the Pan-
thers but two bad innings spoiled
the day for the team, as well as for
losing pitcher Gallagher.

“Its all mental,” said Leitherer,
who heads up the outfield as center
fielder when he’s not on the mound
“We had two bad innings and we
couldn’t come back.”

The Cats had
seen better days,
including a major
league trip when
We-go rented out
the Metrodome in
Minnesota.

We-go traveled
to the field the

night before their
game andattended :
the Detroit Tigers -
Minnesota |

VS.
Twins game.

On April3, West
Chicago took on
St. Francesof Min-
nesota in one var-
sity game, which they won in nine
innings, and with the remaining
time part of a junior varsity game
was played.

Individual runners
boost Cats

Horyn and Stogis lead team

By Amanda Pope

The boys track team took 2nd
place against Glenbard North at
We-go on April 22.

John Stogis, the number one
sprinter according to Coach Paul
McLeland, won the 400m, and the
400m relay consisting of seniors
Stogis, Dave Blozis, Jake Meyers,
and sophomore Bryan Franckowiak
took first with a season’s best time.
The team did well individually, as
junior Arturo Robles took first in
pole vault and Franckowiak took
first in long jump and the 300m
hurdles with a personal beston both
events.

McLeland said that because
“Stogis spends a lot of time on
starts, it has helped him to excel.”

Stogis and senior Dan Horyn are
team captains. McLeland picked
thembecause he believed they could
communicate with the coachesand
the athletes.

Atthe Geneva Co-Ed Invitational
April 19, the varsity placed fourth
out of nine teams, and placed in 15
out of 18 events. Meyers placed
first in the high jump and was two
inches short of his personal best.
Horyn placed firstin the 800 witha
time of 1:58.9, a meet record, and
was .8 seconds from his personal
best.

Blozis placed second in the triple
jump as he jumped over 40 feet for
his personal best. Horyn also took

second place in the mile run with a
time of 4:23.9 which was only one
second from his personal best.

Horyn was the only member of
the varsity team to participate in the
Illinois Prep Top Times Invitational
on April 5 at the University of Illi-
nois.

Horyn ran the mile in 4:23.4 to
take first in this unofficial state
meet. Horyn says, “It was an in-
door personal best, and half a sec-
ond off my outdoor personal best.”
He claims it was one of his best
performances ever. He said, “it
was more of a race than a run,” and
was very happy with his perfor-
mance. He said he was nervous,
because it was an important meet
and good preparation for outdoor
meets.

Other thannormal practice, Horyn
can be seen running three miles
fourmomingsa week before school.
His personal goal is to take first in
state for the mile,

Horynhasbeen on the cross-coun-
try and track teams all four years,
and he plans on continuing his ef-
forts at the University of Illinois, or
University of Iowa.

McLeland says this year’s team
isstrong partially because there are
eleven seniors. He feels next year
will still be strong, because there
are many strong distance runners in

the sophomore class.

McLeland said sophomore Josh
Slattery will be a strong point in
shot put and discus, and
Franckowiak is a good jumper and
sprinter. Sophomore Bart Visser is
also a strong point in distance.

McLeland said freshman Tim
Keller “gives us some real high
quality that can help usin the meets.
He’s focused and dedicated, and
that’s good to see.”

McLeland said next year there
will be a need for more high jump-
ers, long jumpers, and triple jump-
ers.

There have been a number of in-
juries this year. Junior Jason
Hempel tore a muscle in his hip,
and will be out for the rest of the
season. Junior Alfredo Muhlberger
has had a number of injuries, and
sophomore Liam Doyle will soon
bereturning after having painin the
arches of his feet. Junior Joe
Kaczmarek is also out for the sea-
son after he tore his posterior cruci-
ate ligament.

The goals for the team are to

improve scoring pointsandplaceat position

invitationals, move up in confer-
ence, and for each person to im-
prove in each meet.

The boys hope to finish in the top
twoin the Willowbrook invitational
on April 26.

|
|

Inexperience:
ladycats biggest
hurdle

By Dan Young

As girls track heads into the
outdoor season, they are only
missing two things. One of them
is experience, and the other is
good weather. On the 8th of this
month, the girls had a meet can-
celed because of gusty winds and
chilly weather.

Even with the bad weather, the
girls managed an 8th place finish
inthe Geneva Co-ed Invite, which
had 14 teams.

They earned personal best per-
formances from junior Janine

Morris in the high jump (3rd
place) andin thetriple jump, fresh-
man Regina Oroni in the long
jump, junior Becky Blenkle in
the 100 meter hurdles and the 300
meter hurdles, junior Andrea
Beutjer in the 300 hurdles, fresh-
man Janet Drenth in the shot, and
senior Amanda Petrovich in the
mile.
AtGeneva, the team also eamed
a fourth place finish in 800 med-
ley and 800 relay, and fourth in
the shot from Shannon Baker.
The girls have a couple of indi-
viduals who have stood out this
season. Freshman Jocelyn
! Schineller has competed on the

1 varsity level, and placed third in

the Indoor Conference. Her shot

putting has been one of a few

snro-iges this season
The freshman girls have been

pbne highlight of the track season.

The distance core of Jenny
Weichert, Merritt Olson, and
Crystal Adams have paced the
team’s success with quality runs.
The young team also shows an
excellent sprinting team, starring
Michelle Lasky, Francesca Smith,
and Oroni.

The junior and senior athletes
aren't as plentiful as the younger
teams, yet they have shown the
way tothe rookie runners. Sprint-
ers like junior Lexie Nussbaum,
Blenkle,and Beutjer show alot of
promise. The team lost the ma-
jority of their varsity team to
graduation last season, but this is
a team of the future.

The girl’s team also competed
on Tuesday, April 15th against
Glenbard East. The lady cats had
numerous top finishers like the
3200 meter relay team, Schineller
in the discus and Blenkle in the
hurdles.

The girl’s are looking towards
future meets like the DVC Finals,
where they will compete with the
best of the DVC.

The lady cats' final home meet
ison April 29 against Naperville
North and Wheaton-Warrenville
South.

The DVC finals are May 9th,
and Sectionalsare May 16th-17th.

After Sectionals is State. which is
ne wimarte goal 1or ali athletes

on the high school level.

Even cold weather can't
cool off hot Cats

By Kelley Betts

The fierce roar of the Ladycats is
louder than ever as varsity softball
leaps into the season with a record
of 5-0.

So far the Cats’ most important
defeat was against Naperville North
last Wednesday with a score of4-1.
All of the runs were scored in one
inning and led by the strong pitch-
ing of senior Angela Barnes, the
Ladycats
earned a

In the Bollingbrook game senior
Dana Nelson hit a three run homer
and seniors Emma Cortez, Barnes,
Natalie Fijalkowski, Tracy Morris,
and junior Jenny Mullaney hit
doublesthroughout the five innings
that were players.

As of last Thursday, pitchers
Barnesand Morris have great pitch-
ing records with Barnes’ being 3-0
and Morris’ being 2-0.

“Our pitchers are doing

huge vic-
tory. Last
season,

was tied
for first
place in
confer-
ence.
Tihits
game
puts the
Catsinan
excellent
in the
DVC.
Two
games

takes a swing.

Photo by Josh Hitchcock
Senior Nicole Winkler

what is expected of them,”
says coach Jim Schaudt.

Two players were also
named athletes of the week
last week for their outstand-
ing plays in games played
last week. Senior Dana
Nelson hit an over the fence
home runagainstOswegoand
Morris had a two hit shut out
against both Elgin-Larkinand
Bollingbrook.

The weatherisnot favoring
the Ladycats this season.
They have had eight canceled
games which will be made up
in May. None of the games
that were canceled were con-
ference games.

The results for the last three

were called by slaughter rule, one games played (Thursday, 'Friday,
being against Oswego (17-1) and and Saturday) were notavailable at

the other being
Bollingbrook (10-0).

against press time.
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