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Stone rolls into
We-go

By Dan Horyn and
Jeff Goluszka

The carousel continues. The
Wildcat Athletic Department will
have a new man in office come
July 1st with the arrival of Bob
Stone, who is presently the ath-
letic director and head football
coach atJoliet Catholic Academy.

Stone brings an impressive track
recordto We-go: inseven yearsas
the Hilltopper head football coach,
he compiled an 80-17 record, in-
cluding a state title in 1990 and
runner-up to Wheaton-Warrenville
South in 1992.

Stone will attempt to turn around
a We-go football program that has
endured several coaching changes
and a combined record of 2-16 in
the last two years.

As athletic director, Stone in-
sists he will show no favoritism to
any given sport. His job will be
athletic director by day and foot-
ball coach by night. Current in-
terim athletic director Gail George

said that Stone “will be visible in
other sports [other than football]”
because “athletic director is his
job and he knows that. The equity
will be balanced and fair.”

Stone’s goals for We-go are
simple. He wants the Wildcats to
“be competitive” in every sport.
He wants the successful programs
tocontinue their excellence and he
hopes to help improve those pro-
grams which are struggling at this
time.

George feels that Stone made a
good decision in coming to West
Chicago. She said that “he did
well and we did well” in the ath-
letic director decision. George
feels that Stone is coming to a
school with great people.

One challenge facing Stone will
be combating the problems of cut
sports programs at West Chicago
Middle School. Currently, there
are only intramural sports at the

middle school because of budget
slashing.

As of now, Stone is undecided
on whether he will retain assistant
football coaches Tony Nevrly,
Greg Hansen, and John Walters.
Walters was totally optimistic
about Stone and “think([s] it’s a
great move for West Chicago.”
Although he, nor any of the other
coaches were involved in the deci-
sion toselect Stone, We-go princi-
pal Dr. Alan Jones, assistant su-
perintendent of personnel Linda
Kime and interim athletic director
and future assistant to Stone, Gail
George, were the major decision
makers.

Stone is also planning tomove to
West Chicagoso he can be close to
the school and have instant, quick
access.

The search was completed as
scheduled, said George.

Ladycats strive to win
DVC crown

By Kelley Betts

The Ladycats of We-goare ready
to swing into action as the 1997
softball season ‘rounds the corner.

The varsity team is already at an
advantage with a heavily experi-
enced group of girlsincluding eight
seniors.

“We’re expecting big things this
season,” said varsity coach Jim
Schaudt.

There is no doubt that pitching
will be strong with seniors Angela
Barnes and Tracy Morris. Barnes
had an excellent season last year
earning a 1.03 ER.A. and a 17-6
record. She will be a key player
this season. Both Bames and
Morris will switch off as starters
on either second base or pitching.

Senior NatalieFijalkowskiis the
catcher along with junior Jenny
Mullaney, who also plays infield.

This year will be Fijalkowski’s
third year as a varsity player.

“Fijalkowski is really looking
sharp this season,” said Schaudt.

Senior Sarah McQueen takes the
outfield along with senior Nicole
Winkler in center field. Both are
starters this season. Also in the
outfield are juniors Darcie
Wostrazky and Jenny Berendson
and sophomore Jeanette Arroyo.
First base is covered by senior
Anne Rogers, who is a starter, and
junior Candi Widerski; while se-
nior Emma Cortez, also a starter,
plays short stop, and senior Dana
Nelson and junior Jessica Leston
cover third.

“Our goals for this season are to
win conference, win regionals,
advance in the state tournament,

and go undefeated in conference,”
said Schaudt.

Last season the Cats came so
close to winning all conference,
but lost to Glenbard South. They
lost regionals to Naperville North.

“We tried to reach last year’s
expectations and came so close,”
commented Schaudt.

The Cats also suffered the loss of
five seniors to graduation last sea-
son including three all conferance
players, Candy Gallagher, Kiley
Long, and Ellyn Gernand.

“They will be missed, but we
have a great group of girls this
season who will fill that void,”
said Schaudt.

“We want to take one game at a
time and try not to look too far
ahead,” said Schaudt.

By Tracy Morris

With the opening game of the
season slated for this Monday,
April 1,the Wildcat varsity base-
ball team is making a few last
minute adjustments.

Luckily for head varsity coach
Tim Courtney, the team is
stacked with experience in ev-
ery aspect of play.

Despite losing four valuable
players to graduation last year,
including Ryan Saul, Dan
Oklepek, Brian Bowen, and Eric
Hall, the Cats will have seniors
JimRichardson, Bart Gallagher,
Zach Davidson, Chad Perry, and
Nick Cleinmark to step in.

“We have a lot of experience
on this team, a lot of veterans.
The seniors are going to have to
lead the team,” said Perry.

Richardson will take over the
duties of all-conference catcher
Saul, while Gallagher will head
up the five man rotation that
consists of himself along with
juniors Jim Callahan, P.J.
Leitherer,JohnJensen,and Todd
Yormark.

Courtney expects the pitching
staff, with Gallagher as number
one and the other four compet-
ing for spots two through five, to
be one of many of his team’s
strengths for the season.

“We have a lot of speed,” said
Courtney, “We should have real
good defense. Our pitching is
strong.”

While the starting line-up will
possibly undergoa few changes,
it will mainly consist of
Cleinmark orJensen at first base,
ashort-stop/second combination
of Yormark and senior Mark
Milauskus, along with junior
John Brigowatz at the third base
comner.

The Wildcat outfield is a hot
contest with six players, juniors
Justin McLoughlin, Brain
O’Hara, Callahan, and Leitherer,
as well as Davidson and Perry,
battling for three positions.

In the few weeks since team
Eﬁ:ﬁs and practices began, the

had worked on a number of
nning drills, got the pitchers

Experienced Cats
look to improve

into game shape, and worked on
situation plays such as first and
thirds and double plays.

“We’re going to win games by
playing smart baseball,” said se-
nior catcher Ted Barzso.

Still left on Courtney’s agenda
was taking real ground ballson a
real infield when the ground
would allow as well as hitting
live pitching.

Although the guys had been
outside on the grass within the
first two weeks of practices and
hit off live pitching a little, they
were mostly restricted to the hit-
ting cage in the fieldhouse.

“I think we’ll put the ball in
play; we won’t strinke out
much,” said Courtney.

One of the team’s main goals
for the season is to play hard
every game. Courtney points
out this means forgetting the
game before and putting itin the
past, not falling into a slump
because of one bad game.

“That’s happened two years in
arow, where we didn’t win one
game and it took us two weeks to
getover it,” said Courtney.

Stepping in to help the team
overcome this is a group of jun-
iors coming off a sophomore
level DuPage Valley Conference
championship.

“Combined with the senior
class, we hope to reaccomplish
what we did last year,” said
O’Hara.

With the group of juniors
comes otheradditionsto the base-

ball program. Courtney is the
only coach to stay at his regular
post.

Kevin Gimre moves up from
the sophomore level to help out
on varsity, while varsity boys
basketball coach Dan McCarthy
takes over Gimre's prior role.

Assistant football coach John
Walters moves in at the fresh-
man level in his first year at We-
go.

The Cats first home appear-
ance will be a doubleheader on :
Thursday, April 3, against St. |
Francis. |

Young squad leads girls' track

by Dan Young

“We don’t have the middle run-
ners to compete with them.” That
is what Coach Wilbert Walters
saidasthe Girl’s Track Team com-
peted on the fourth of March
against Wheaton North and West
Aurora. The girls would often
finish third in relays and on the
middle distance races. This is the
way it has been for the girls, who
will rely on youth and enthusiasm
to bring them close to their com-
petitors.

The Wildcats just finished the
DVC Indoor Conference in 8th
place. The girls team had acouple
of top finishers like freshman
Jocelyn Schineller, who placed 3rd
in the Varsity level as a Freshman.
On the Junior Varsity level, the

team got a 3rd from freshman
Michelle Lasky in long jump, and
the four lap relay team took 2nd.
Freshman Franchesca Smith took
4th in the 50, and freshman Jenny
Wiechert took Sth in the 800.
Majority of the team’s placers are
freshman.

The team has some very hopeful
runners, jumpersand throwers that
they want to see come up big in the
near future. Schineller has won a
bunch of varsity competitions.
Another athlete to watch is Lexie
Nussbaum, She is the anchor of
the sprinting team, and she holds
the experience that some of the
team could use. Another part of
the team that could show some

success is the freshman bunch. A the girl team heads into the
They make up the majority of the outdoor season, they have had
team, and have shown some great some problems withthe injury bug.
success formnnl{lg nvarsitycom- A couple of the top runners have
petitions. The girls are joined by peen hurt, and the coaches would
Andrea Beutjer of the basketball jike 1o see all thirty girls ready to
team. She has speed and good ryn by the outdoorconference race.
form to complement her quick- The team is waiting for the return
ness. y . of Beutjer, Lindsay Leckner, and
The team is really in need of  eslie Harlson, of the basketball
morerunners. Coach Walterssaid, ieam, Of course, all the coaches
“All we need is maturity and out- wouid like to see these things hap-
standing girls to come up from the pening, but it doesn’t always go
Fresh/Soph level.” Some of these (he way everyone likes it.
girlsare Wiechert, MichelleLasky,  When compared tolast year, the
Smith and Merritt Olsen, to name girj seem to be on the same track.
afew. “Itis such a tough confer- The number one thing that the
ence, but wedoexpecttobe ableto team has is youth. It seems to be
compete. present in the large number of

freshman and sophomores. How-
ever, there is a large gap in be-
tween the top and the newer run-
ners. The good thing about having
the seniors and juniors is that the
upperclassmen teach the younger
runners what it is like to be a
seasoned runner and to develop
hard work habits.

Coach Walters is looking for
sprinter to help the team, so every-
one who enjoys running or who is
fast should come out for the team
because of the of the friends that
you will make and the experiences
that you will have. This ateam for
the future, and yet it is a team of
now. As the team approaches out-
door season, you can expect that
the girls will be ready to run.
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