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White squall in pool as boys 
swimming season ends 

By Dan Young 

The fab four's final season came 
crumbling to an end as the boy's 
swim team sent senior Jai Hartigan 
downstate. Thiswasn'tas good as 
last year, when the team managed 
to send 3 more people downstate 
to compete in the finals. 

Coach Len Penkala said, "It is 1 Mark Gottlieb, a super fresh­
always tough losing the seniors, man,JoeyLureau,mthenextsea-
but I always feel good when I son. 

Hartigan's toe missed the wall 
by an inch in his turn to head 
towards the fmal stretch. 

tant parts of their team. 
Penkala won't be back next year 

to coach our team to state next 
year. He still hopes that the team 
does well next season, even in his 
absence. 

know that 1 helped them prepare "Lureau is extremely talented, 
for swimming in college." and if he swam his personal best 

Hartigan said that he had fun, 
even though it would have been 
better if all of the team members 
had made it downstate. 

This was quite upsetting after all 
the time the boys spent in the pool. 
Even without sending lots of 
people downstate, the team en­
joyed a good season. 

Many of the athletes will not be 
backnextseasonbecauseof gradu­
ation, but there still are others to 
step up and take the seniors place. 

The seniors need to know what it here, he would have almost all of 
is like ahead of them, to reach therecordsforourfreshman team. 
some new personal bests, and as Those are his bests right now'" 
well as to get awards and press. Penkala said. 

In the absence of the seniors, the In the last season, which was 
Cats look to Alan Ahlgard to take rocked with disappointment, the 
the lead. "He keeps getting better Wildcats managed to send 
every year," said Coach Penkala. Hartigan downstate. He fmished 
"Alan was an excellent surprise 25th overall, and Coach Penkala 
this season." thinks that Hartigan could have 

More disappointment came from 
the twisting of senior Jeff Cain's 
ankle the day before the sectional 
meet. This sidelined Cain to less 
than his possible performance. 

The team also missed Ryan 
Acker because Acker didn't have 
excellent attendance to practice. 

As the team struggles on, it still 
is getting bigger, and getting bet­
ter. That is the whole goal of the 
Wildcat program. 

Even through struggle, and the 
hard times, the swim team seems 
to rise to the top. That is way the 
Wildcats are getting better every 
year. 

Penkala also mentioned support won if he hadn't missed his turn in 
from another junior swimmer, the state meet. 

Even after the season was over, 
swimming was still losing impor-

We-go awards winter 
athletes 

By Jeff Goluszka 

Boys track pushes 
off on right foot The Winter Sports Awards held 

at West Chicago High School 
went quickly and handed out 
awards. 

The hour-long awards cer­
emony was held on March 13 in 
the Weyrauch Auditorium. The 
auditorium was packed from wall 
to wall, standing room only with 
student -athletes, parents, friends 
and fans. 

The night kicked off with a 
short welcoming introduction by 
West Chicago athletic director 
Gail George. 

Next was booster club repre­
sentative Pat Davidson, who 
gave a short speech and then 
awarded four-year accolades to 
student athletes from numerous 
sports. 

Members of boys basketball, 
girls basketball, wrestling and 
boys swimming all had repre­
sentatives. 

Next, assistant football coach 
Greg Hansengaveaquickspeech 
then presented DuPage Valley 
Conference honors. 

By Tracy Morris 

With a core of five returning 
seniors and an eager group of 22 
newcomers, the badminton team 
now has three meets under its belt, 
including matches against York, 
Downers Grove South, and Au­
rora East. 

Since conference play doesn't 
start until after Spring Break, the 
team is using these preseason 
matches, such as theY ork meet, as 
a tune up from the year long layoff 
as well as for a testing of some new 
techniques. 

Not only does the team need to 
fmd its natural touch, but it also 
has to change its footwork before 
it will all come together naturally. 

"We're learning a lot of new 
skills, so even the people who have 
been playing for three years are 
learning new things," said senior 
Heather Horsley, currently the 

He was followed by girls bas­
ketball coach Kim Wallner who 
gave it her best shot to give a 
speech while overcoming a lost 
voice. 

She noted several records that 
the girls set this season, includ­
ing the first 20-win season in 
school history, the first time they 
had three All-Conference mem­
bers at the same time, (senior 
Missy Buenz, senior Natalie 
Fijalkowski and junior Leslie 
Harrelson) and the individual 
records set by Buenz, most points 
in school history (963 points) 
and most rebounds in school his­
tory (567 rebounds). 

Student of the month Sarah 
McQueen was also recently ac­
knowledged with a full, four­
year scholarship to Michigan 
State University, along with a 
50% chance of receiving full tu­
ition plus room and board 

The ceremony closed with a 
story by wrestling coach Bob 
Hein about sportsmanship on the 
wrestling team from Bear Ayala. 

By Lisa Schellenberg 

The West Chicago boys track 
team has headed off to a good start 
this season by winning two meets 
out of their past three this March, 
and placing 6th in the Glenbard 
North Invitational. 

They won their meet at Fenton 
where senior Dan Horyn broke the 
record in the Jim Spivey Classic 
by placing third. 

Two teammates have been in­
jured since the season has started. 
Sophomore Jeff Stogis while run· 
ning the 50 meter at the Glenbard 
North Invitational tripped and 
sprained his shoulder. Junior Joe 
Kaczmarek, the team's top 400 
meter runner was hurt while play­
ing indoor soccer. 

He tore his LPC (a ligament in 
the knee) and has been attending 
rehab to get back in top form. 
Coach Paul Mcleland commented 
on Kaczmarek's injury, "If you 
lose your #1 in any way it hurts, 
lle's our#l in the 400 meter." 

The captains of last years team 
were se-
nior Jeff 
Svast, 
gradu­
a t e d 
Bryan 
Lasky, 
Horyn, 
a n d 
gradu­
ated Jeff 
Rau. No 
captains 
h a v e 
b e e n 
chosen 
yet this 
year. 

Mcleland has many goals for the 
season, he would like to improve 
in every meet, score more points, 
improve in place, get higher up in 
the conference, and have a couple 
ofstatequalifiers. Mcleland stated 

Let the birdie fl 
team's number two singles player. 

These new skills are courtesy of 
head coach Lavora Singleton and 
new assistant Dan Latka, Amy 
Gibson's substitute while she was 
on maternity leave. 

Singleton and Latka attended an 
Olympic Training clinic in late 
February at Oak Forest High 
School hosted by the USA Olym­
pic badminton coach. 

"Everyone's learning something 
new, including me," said Single­
ton: · 

Since Illinois is one of only five 
states in the U.S. to house a na­
tional badminton team, the USA 
coach has designed a specific les­
son plan to begin restructuring 
USA badminton and improve na­
tional competition in the sport. 

Singleton and Latka were the 
only coaches present at the clinic 

from the DuPage Valley Confer­
ence, so according to Horsley, 
"That should shock the people of 
theDVC." 

Aside from the new techniques, 
the Ladycats have also been train­
ing hard by lifting weights every­
day, holding two to three hour 
practices, occasionally doing step­
aeorobic workouts,_and doing wa­
ter aerobics in the pool. 

With graduation last June came 
the loss of Stephanie Marine, the 
team's number one singles player 
and the only senior on last year's 
varsity team. 

Singleton expects this year's se­
nior nucleus of Kathy York, 
Horsley, Melissa Kern, Julie 
Kolodick, and Rebecca Bina to 
lead not only the varsity team but 
the entire program. 

"I assume since the seniors are 

all four year athletes on the team, 
they will be the leaders," said 
Singleton. 

"We have a lot of returning play­
ers who are very dedicated," said 
Kern, ''The key to badminton is 
dedication and without it you can't 
succeed. · 

Along with the dedication of re­
turners comes the eagerness· and 
ability of the newcomers to the 
team. 

"They're much better than we 
were when we first started," said 
Kern. 

There were no cuts made at try­
outs; the team will have three lev­
els of play, including varsity,jun­
ior varsity, and exhibition. 

While varsity is the only level 
that counts in tenns of points and 
standings, the exhibition level pro­
vides young players with the op-

that last year the team "started 
strong but starting fading." 

Freshman Tim Keller (2 mile), 
freshman Pete Serrato (long 
jump), freshman Efran Conteras 
and freshman Louis Contreras 
(distance) look very promising in 
their events. Seniors Jake Meyers 
(sprint relay), Dave Blozis (sprint 
relay), Dan Horyn (800 meter 
andlOO meter), and John Stogis 
(100 meter and 400 meter) also 
look very promising in their 
events. 

Returning seniors this year in­
clude Dan Horyn, John Stogis, 
Dave Blozis, Jake Meyers, Jeff 
Svast, Phil Landrault, Jerry 

Young, Rob Greer, Matt Potts, and 
Jamie Sanchez. 

With the 55 guys on the team 
their up coming DVC invitational 
at Glenbard South on Saturday 
March 22 looks like it will be 
successful win or lose. This team 
is very determined and should do 
WPJl 

portunity to participate and get 
introduced to the sport 

If the opposing team has an exhi­
bition level, the two face off with 
each other, but otherwise it is used 
as a sort of pick up team. If there 
are extra players or those who want 
more practice, the exhibition squad 
gets to compete. 

The overall team goals for this 
year's squad are to keep the tradi­
tion alive of sending people to 
state and placing above fourth in 
conference play. 

"The teams in the past have only 
placed fourth, nothing higher,. so 
we'd like to exceed that," said 
Kern. 

The Ladycats next home meet 
will be on Tuesday, April 15, in 
Bishop Gym when they host the 
Huskies of Naperville North. 
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Stone rolls into Experienced Cats 
look to improve 

By Dan Horyn and 
Jeff Goluszka 

The carousel continues. The 
Wildcat Athletic Department will 
have a new man in office come 
July lst with the arrival of Bob 
Stone, who is presently the ath­
letic director and head football 
coach atJ oliet Catholic Academy. 

Stone brings an impressive track 
record to We-go: in seven years as 
the Hilltopper head football coach, 
he compiled an 80-17 record, in­
cluding a state title in 1990 and 
runner-up to Wheaton-Warrenville 
South in 1992. 

Stone will attempt to turn around 
a We-go football program that has 
endured several coaching changes 
and a combined record of 2-16 in 
the last two years. 

As athletic director, Stone in­
sists he will show no favoritism to 
any given sport. His job will be 
athletic director by day and foot­
ball coach by night. Current in­
terim athletic director Gail George 

We-go 
said that Stone "will be visible in 
other sports [other than football]" 
because "athletic director is his 
job and he knows that. The equity 
will be balanced and fair!' 

Stone's goals for We-go are 
simple. He wants the Wildcats to 
"be competitive" in every sport. 
He wants the successful programs 
to continue their excellence and he 
hopes to help improve those pro­
grams which are struggling at this 
time. 

George feels that Stone made a 
good decision in coming to West 
Chicago. She said that "he did 
well and we did well" in the ath­
letic director decision. George 
feels that Stone is coming to a 
school with great people. 

One challenge facing Stone will 
be combating the problems of cut 
sports programs at West Chicago 
Middle School. Currently, there 
are only intramural sports at the 

middle school because of budget 
slashing. 

As of now, Stone is undecided 
on whether he will retain assistant 
football coaches Tony Nevrly, 
Greg Hansen, and John Walters. 
Walters was totally optimistic 
about Stone and "think[s] it's a 
great move for West Chicago." 
Although he, nor any of the other 
coaches were involved in the deci­
sion to select Stone, We-go princi­
pal Dr. Alan Jones, assistant su­
perintendent of personnel Linda 
Kime and interim athletic director 
and future assistant to Stone, Gail 
George, were the major decision 
makers. 

Stone is also planning to move to 
West Chicagoso he can be close to 
the school and have instant, quick 
access. 

The search was completed as 
scheduled, said George. 

By Tracy Morris 

With the opening game of the into game shape, and worked on 
season slated for this Monday, situation plays such as first and 
April1,the Wildcatvarsitybase- thirds and double plays. 
ball team is making a few last "We'regoingtowingamesby 
minute adjustments. playing smart baseball," said se-

Luckily for head varsity coach nior catcher Ted Barzso. 
Tim Courtney, the team is Stilllefton Courtney'sagenda 
stacked with experience in ev- was taking real ground balls on a 
ery aspect of play. real infield when the ground 

Despite losing four valuable would allow as well as hitting 
players to graduation last year, live pitching. 
including Ryan Saul, Dan Although the guys had been 
Oklepek, Brian Bowen, and Eric outside on the grass within the 
Hall, the Cats will have seniors frrst two weeks of practices and 
Jim Richardson, Bart Gallagher, hit off live pitching a little, they 
Zach Davidson, Chad Perry, and were mostly restricted to the hit-
Nick Cleinmark 10 step in. ting cage in the fieldhouse. 

"We have a lot of experience "I think we'll put the ball in 
on this team, a lot of veterans. play; we won't strinke out 
The seniors are going to have to much," said Courtney. 
lead the team," said Perry. One of the team's main goals 

Lad yeats strive to win 
DVC crown 

Richardson will take over the for the season is to play hard 
duties of all-conference catcher every game. Courtney points 
Saul, while Gallagher will head out this means forgetting the 
up the five man rotation that game before and putting it in the 
consists of himself along with past, not falling into a slump 
juniors Jim Callahan, P.J. because of one bad game. 
Leitherer,JohnJensen,and Todd "That's happened two years in 
Yormark. a row, where we dido 't win one 

Courtney expects the pitching game and it took us two weeks to 
staff, with Gallagher as number get over it," said Courtney. 
one and the other four compet- Stepping in to help the team 
ing for spots two through five, to overcome this is a group of jun­
be one of many of his team's iors coming off a sophomore 
strengths for the season. levelDuPage Valley Conference By Kelley Betts 

TheLadycats ofWe-go are ready 
to swing into action as the 1997 
softball season 'rounds the corner. 

The varsity team is already at an 
advantage with a heavily experi­
enced group of girls including eight 
seniors. 

"We're expecting big things this 
season," said varsity coach Jim 
Schaudt. 

There is no doubt that pitching 
will be strong with seniors Angela 
Barnes and Tracy Morris. Barnes 
had an excellent season last year 
earning a 1.03 E.R.A. and a 17-6 
record. She will be a key player 
this season. Both Barnes and 
Morris will switch off as starters 
on either second base or pitching. 

Senior NatalieFijalkowski is the 
catcher along with junior Jenny 
Mullaney, who also plays infield. 

This year will be Fijalkowski 's 
third year as a varsity player. 

"Fijalkowski is really looking 
sharp this season," said Schaudt. 

Senior Sarah McQueen takes the 
outfield along with senior _Nicole 
Winkler in center field. Both are 
starters this season. Also in the 
outfield are juniors Darcie 
Wostrazky and Jenny Berendson 
and sophomore Jeanette Arroyo. 
First base is covered by senior 
Anne Rogers, who is a starter, and 
junior Candi Widerski; while se­
nior Emma Cortez, also a starter, 
plays short stop, and senior Dana 
Nelson and junior Jessica Leston 
cover third. 

"Our goals for this season are to 
win conference, win regionals, 
advance in the state tournament, 

and go undefeated in conference," 
said Schaudt. 

Last season the Cats came so 
close to winning all conference, 
but lost to Glenbard South. They 
lost regionats to Naperville North. 

"We tried to reach last year's 
expectations and came so close," 
commented Schaudt. 

The Cats also suffered the loss of 
five seniors 10 graduation last sea­
son including three all conferance 
players, Candy Gallagher, Kiley 
Long, and EUyn Gernand. 

"They will be missed, but we 
have a great group of girls this 
season who will fill that void," 
said Schaudt. 

"We want to take one game at a 
time and try not to look too far 
ahead," said Schaudt 

"We have a lot of speed," said championship. 
Courtney, "Weshouldhavereal "Combined with the senior 
good defense. Our pitching is class, we hope to reaccompliSh 
strong." what we did last year," said 

While the starting line-up will O'Hara. 
possiblyundergoafewchanges, With the group of juniors 
it will mainly consist of -comesotheradditionstothebase-
CleinmarkorJensenatfirstbase, ball program. Courtney is the 
ashort-stop/secondcombination only coach to stay at his regular 
of Yormark and senior Mark post 
Milauskus, along with junior Kevin Gimre moves up from 
John Brigowatz at the third base the sophomore level to help out 
corner. on varsity, while varsity boys 

The Wildcat outfield is a hot basketball coach Dan McCarthy 
contest with six players, juniors takes over Gimre' s prior role. 
Justin McLoughlin, Brain Assistant football coach John 
O'Ham, Callahan,andLeitherer, Walters moves in at the fresh­
as well as Davidson and Perry, man level in his first year at We-
battling for lhree positions. go. 
In the few weeks since team The Cats first home appear-
outs and practices began, the ance will be a doubleheader on : 

hadworkedonanumberof Thursday, April 3, against St. i 
nning drills, got the pitchers Francis. 

by Dan Young 

Young squad leads girls' track 
"We don't have the middle run­

ners to compete with them." That 
is what Coach Wilbert Walters 
said as the Girl's Track Team com­
peted on the fourth of March 
against Wheaton North and West 
Aurora. The girls would often 
fmish third in relays and on the 
middle distance races. This is the 
way it has been for the girls, who 
will rely on youth and enthusiasm 
to bring them close to their com­
petitors. 

The Wildcats just finished the 
DVC Indoor Conference in 8th 
place. The girls team had a couple 
of top finishers like freshman 
JocelynSchineller, whoplaced3rd 
in the Varsity level as a Freshman. 
On the Junior Varsity level, 'the 

team got a 3rd from freshman 
Michelle Lasky in long jump, and 
the four lap relay team took 2nd. 
Freshman Franchesca Smith took 
4th in the 50, and freshman Jenny 
Wiechert took 5th in the 800. 
Majority of the team's placers are 
freshman. 

The team has some very hopeful 
rurtners,jumpersand throwers that 
they want to see come up big in the 
near future. Schineller has won a 
bunch of varsity competitions. 
Another athlete to watch is Lexie 
Nussbawn. She is the anchor of 
the sprinting team, and she holds 
the experience that some of the 
team could use. Another part of 
the team that could show some 

success is the freshman bunch. As the girl team heads into the 
They make up the majority of the outdoor season, they have had 
team, and have shown some great some problems with the injury bug. 
success for running in varsity com- A couple of the top runners have 
petitions. The girls are joined by been hurt, and the coaches would 
Andrea Beutjer of the basketball like to see all thirty girls ready to 
team. She has speed and g~ runbytheoutdoorconferencerace. 
form to complement her qutck- The team is waiting for the return 
ness. of Beutjer, Lindsay Leckner, and 

The team is really in need of Leslie Hartson of the basketball 
more runners. Coach Walters said, team. Of co~. all the coaches 
"All we need is maturity and out- would like to see these things hap­
standing girls to come up from the pening, but it doesn't always go 
Fresh/Soph level." Some of these the way everyone likes it. 
girls are Wiechert, Michelle Lasky, When compared to last year, the 
Smith and Merritt Olsen, to name girls seem to be on the same track. 
a few. "It is such a tough confer- The number one thing that the 
ence,butwedoexpecttobeableto team has is youth. It seems to be 
compete." present in the large number of 

freshman and sophomores. How­
ever, there is a large gap in be­
tween the top and the newer run­
ners. The good thing about having . 
the seniors and juniors is that the 
upperclassmen teach the younger 
runners what it is like to be a 
seasoned runner and to develop 
hard work habits. 

Coach Walters is looking for 
sprinter to help the team, so every­
one who enjoys running or who is 
fast should come out for the team 
because of the of the friends that 
you will make and the experiences 
that you will have. This a team for 
the future, and yet it is a team of 
now. As the team approaches out­
door season, you can expect that 
the stirls will be readv to run. 
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