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Editorial Ladycats looking for 
postseason success 

By Tmcy Morris 

Where's the stability 
and trust? 

The Ladycat basketball team 
returned to the court last week for 
DuPage Valley Conference play 
following a post-holiday layoff 
and ended up breaking even with 
one win and one loss. 

Most recently, the Cats came 
off a loss to Naperville Central, in 
which they saw a considemble 
lead vanish. 

The girls bounced back, though, 
with a win against Glenbard East. 

The girls traveled to Lombard 
to battle with the Rams on Satur­
day, January 11, and came home 
with a convincing 51-29 massa­
cre. 

According to senior Missy 
Buenz, although they posted a 
win, the game was slow paced 
and not their best effort 

Buenz, one of the team's double 
figure 
leaders 
along with 
junior 
Leslie 
Hartson 
and senior 
Natalie 
FJjalkowOO, 
contrib­
uted 14 
points to 
the Wild­
cat victory. 

As of 
January 9, 
the Cats 
garnered a 
1 2 . 4 
record, and 
with seven 
games left 
on the 
schedule 
they are 
well on 
their way 
to improving on last year's 19-8 
record. 

Over the holiday break, the 
Ladycats kept themselves busy 
by defending their PlainfieldHoli-

day Tournament title. claimed the lone spot as tourna­
ment champion. The Cats were clearly success­

ful. "It got us ranked in the Sun 
Times and Tribune, so it was good 
for us," said Buenz. 

They posted a 4-0 tournament 
record and scored a total of 260 
points versus tournament oppo­
nents 

The Ladycats take on the 
Wheatoo 

Bradley 
Bwtxnis, 
Joliet 
Catholic, 
a n d 
Morton. 

Their 
first op­
ponent 
w a s 

who they 
cremated 
by a star-

North 
Falcons 
away 
from 
home at 
7 : 3 0 
p.m. to-
morrow 
night. 
Junior 
varsity 
takes the 
court at 
6: 0 0 
p.m. 
The 

C a t s 
tling score of haven't faced the Falcons yet this 
82-6. season, but Buenz believes it will 

Bolling brook be a battle as usual. 
scored their Six more conference games re-
only six points main on the 
in the final three s c h ed u 1 e 
minutes of the after to­
fourth quarter, m o r r o w 
with We-go's n i g h t ' s 
junior varsity match-up. 
players taking The final 
over the duties. conference 

.. Their shots game is 
weren't falling a g a i n s t 
and ours were," Wheaton 
said Buenz, North, on 
"Plus, we came February 13, at home for Senior 
out really ParentNight. 
strong." Up ahead in the near future is a 

The last game game against the Huskies of 
of the Cats' sue- Naperville North, a rematch 
cessful tourna- against Wheaton Warrenville 
ment was South (who the Cats dropped a 
against Morton, tough three point game to), along 
who We-go with games against Glenbard 

shared last year's tournament title North, Naperville Central, and 
with. Glenbard East 

This year though, West Chi- Thegirlshavetheattainablegoal 
cago wasn't willing to share. They of taking the conference title this 
beat Morton by nine and in turn season. 

ByDanHoryn 

Recently, head varsity football 
coach Randy Hofman resigned 
from his post because hecouldn 't 
meet the off-season demand of 
being there for his players. His 
resignation was the fourth in the 
last year for We-go football, leav­
ing the program coachless and in 
confusion. 

The players have had to endure 
much grief in recent times. Be­
sides the combined 1-17 record 
over the last two years, players 
must be wondering who they can 
trust. Bruce Donash was the frrst 
to resign from his varsity job. 
Though many speculated the res­
ignation was forced, speculation 
didn't help the Cats win any 
games. 

Next came Bob Bagby. Bagby 
coached the varsity Cats through 
most oflast season's summer, and 
then unexpectedly quit just two 
weeks before the fust game. In­
terim Athletic Director Gail 
George said that Bagby threw We­
go for a loop: "He built up trust 
and then without warning to any­
one, he left." 

George inherited a frantic prob­
lem: she needed to quickly fmd a 
new head coach. Fortunately 
Hofman came to the rescue. He 
took over the reigns, but saw We­
go continually lose. The reason 
for the dismal defeats was self 
evident: Hofman did not have 
enough time to prepare his play­
ers. Getting a new coach two 
weeks before the season kickoff 
is like asking a woman to marry 
you two weeks after meeting her. 

Over time, though, it appeared 
that some stability was develop­
ing. Players began to learn the 
system, and there was even hope 
fqr the next season. 

But the hope was dashed when 
freshman head coach Gordon 
Heaton resigned because of 
"philosophical differences" with 
Hofman. The fact that there were 
"philosophical differences" be-
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Board's decision concerning the 
rehiring of Hofman." The next 
day Hofman issued a written state­
ment saying why he would no 
longer be coach. 

And now We-go barely has a 
heartbeat Fortunately George has 
found three responsible coaches 
to temporarily take over-physical 
education teachers Tony Nevrly, 
Greg Hansen, and John Walters. 
The three are spearheading the 
off-season conditioning program 
while George is searching for a 
coach. 

And sooner or later she will 
indeed find one. But what will 
happen this time? How long will 
the coach stay? Can the players 
trust anyone anymore? 

Sophomore quarterback Brian 
Raymond voiced his concern 
when he said, "We're a little leery 
now because of the coaching 
switches. We're just looking for 
a coach who's going to stick 
around for a while." 

Senior leader Bear Ayala said 
that "the team concept was messed 
up, and I dido 't like that too much. 
If [a coach] plans to do some­
thing, then [he or she] just has stay 
with it." 

So what kind of attitude will the 
players bring to the new coach? 
How can a Wildcat believe the 
promisesofacoachwhensomany 
before have broken their prom­
ises? 

Stability is vital in high school 
sports. A coaching change nor­
mally represents a rebuilding sea­
son. How about four new head 
coaches in less than two years­
what does that represent? 

Certainly at least one thing. That 
the athletic department is having 
trouble finding the right man for 
the job. 

The ideal situation would be for 
George to find a coach who lives 
in the area- Bagby and Hofman 
were both making long commutes 
to their coaching duties each day . 

George will also need to con­
sider a coach who is as devoted as 
Nevrly, Hansen, and Walters. If 
these guys are volunteering to go 
to school early just to open the 
weight room, then the new head 
coach should be expected to go _ 
early; after all, he '11 be getting a 
paycheck. 

The team should follow if the 
coach is devoted to the program. 
Now granted, there might not be 
quite a hundred guys pumping 
iron for the football season, but at 
least ten will start. Ten will turn 
into twenty; twentywillturninto ... 

It isn't like We-go will be ex­
pected to tum into Wheaton­
Warrenville South in just one 
season's time . 

But it isn't too difficult to im­
prove upon 0-9. 

Now will we have the coach to 
start it off? Stay tuned. 
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Head coach Hofman quits Wildcat wrestlers win title 
Leaves post after 0-9 season 

By DanHoryn 

Head varsity football coach Randy 
Hofman resigned four weeks ago after a 
disappointing season saw the Cats finish 0-
9. 

The resignation came one day after David 
Augustyn resigned from the Board of Edu­
cation because he did "not agree with the 
Board's decision concerning the rehiring 
of Hofman." 

Hofman issued a letter stating he was 
unable to give 100 percent to off-season 
conditioning. Interim Athletic Director 
Gail George said that Hofman resigned "in 
the best interest for himself and West Chi­
cago. I find that admirable." 

She also mentioned that it will be impor­
tant for the coach to live close to West 
Chicago. Each day, Hofman was making a 
commute longer than an hour to get to his 
West Chicago job. 

Though she is looking for input from 
parents, George said that the parents will 
primarily be a "support group." George 
said that she is not overwhelmed with the 
coach search process because Hofman's 
resignation came with "great timing." 

She also said that she isn't looking for a 
specific breed of coach-like one that stresses 
defense over offense or vice versa- "I'm 
not so interested in the X's and O's. 

"It's how involved they get." 

ByDanHoryn 

Wildcat Wrestling captured the Geneva 
Invitational title last Saturday, placing frrst 
out of ten teams, including Wheaton­
Warrenville South and two top five single 
"A" teams. 

The win is West Chicago's frrst invita­
tional victory this season as the team moves 
closer to postseason 
play. The conference 
invitational is now 
less than three weeks 
away. 

together at conference: "Losing a guy at 
the last minute would hurt us very badly." 

Hein said this because We-go is already 
hurting in numbers. They have been thin 
all year on the lower weights. After 
Fitzenreider, junior Steve Pastore is the 
only other lighter weight Wildcat to con­
sistently score for West Chicago. Pastore 

wrestlesat112 
pounds. 

Board of Education President Gerald 
Landis was disappointed that Augustyn 
left the Board over a football related prob­
lem, saying, "I would hope that a· board 
member would not resign over a matter like 
[this], but that was Mr. Augustyn's deci­
sion." 

Presently, Physical Education teachers 
and football coaches. Tony Nevrly, Greg 
Hansen, and John Walters are running the 
morning and afternoon weightlifting pro­
grams. George is excited with the three's 
devotion to Wildcat football: ''They make 
themselves available," she said. 

Head coach Bob 
Hein has a loaded 
weapon in senior co­
captains Bear Ayala, 
Luke Stevens, and 
Adam Fitzenreider. 
The three are the 
teams' leading point 
scorers. 

Photo by Josh Hitchcock 

The Wildcats are looking to finish in the top three 

Freshman 
Ben Stevens, 
who is Luke 
Stevens 
younger 
brother, pos­
sesses a 19-10 
record. By 
having such a 
high winning 
percentage, 
Ben has done 

Augustyn has a son who plays on the 
varsity team. He said that he had spent a 
long time considering whether or not he 
should resign from the Board. Augustyn 
voiced his opinion of the program by say­
ing that "each season a player needs to 
walk away from [football] and say 'this 
was really worth it.' That didn't happen 
this season." 

At the same time, the West Chicago Ath­
letic Association is trying to bring the Raider 
football program back to life. Raider foot­
ball used to be West Chicago's feeder 
program until lack of numbers caused the 
program to shut down. 

George is presently searching for a new 
head coach through advertisement and word 
of mouth. She said that she is unsure if the 
new coach will be hired as a teacher. 

Now the Raiders are changing their name 
to the Wildcats, and will begin to run the 
same offensive and defensive schemes as 
the high school team in an effort to interest 
more youngsters into playing football. 
Hansen said that hopefully the WCAA' s 
efforts "will get the numbers out." 

Sophomore Brian Raymond, the team's 
starting quarterback last season, summed it 
up this way: ''We're just looking for a 
coach who's going to stick around for a 

The new coach will represent We-go's 
fourth head coach in less than two years. 
Consequently, George will "certainly be 
looking for stability." while." 

Boys basketball: 
rebound from tough 

By Tracy Morris 

It's been said too much 
rest can be a bad thing. It 
looks as if the boys basket­
ball team is suffering from 
such a problem as they 
struggle to find the glory of 
their frrst seven games. 

Mter nearly a two week 
hiatus from play after a holi­
day tournament on Decem­
ber 28, the Wildcat 
hoopsters dropped two key 
conference games last 
weekend. 

The first was a 59-38loss 
to Naperville Central and 
the second, a three point 
loss to the tune of 53-49, to 
the Rams of Glen bard East. 

The Cats were 2-1 in 
DuPage Valley Conference 
play before they hosted 
undefeated conference lead­
ers Naperville Central on 
Friday, January 10. 

We-go is now 3-2 and two 
and a half games out of first 
place, which is occupied by 
Naperville Central and 
Naperville North. 

The Naperville Central 
game featured a battle for 
frrst place in the DVC. If 
the Cats had won, they 
would have found them-

selves side by side with their 
opponents, the Redhawks 
of Naperville Central. 

Although senior Eric 
Daniel put in the first two 
points of the game and We­
go was able to hold Central 
scoreless through the frrst 
three minutes of play, a win 
for the Cats simply was not 
to be. 

The Redhawks forced 
turnovers that allowed them 
to suppress We-go's scor­
ing while they went about 
putting numbers on the 
board. 

One turnover in particu­
lar hurt the Cats. 

Just before the halftime 
break, Daniel dribbled to 
half court and was met by 
one of the many Naperville 
Central double-teams of the 
night. 

Senior Jeff Murphy, one 
of the team's most produc­
tive scorers, ended up stop­
ping the play at the other 
end, and in tum cut his night 
short with a sprained ankle. 

Takinga29-15 deficit into 
the last two quarters of play, 
the Cats made a small run. 

The effort included two 
three pointers by We-go's · 
hot hand, junior Jim 

can they 
losses? 

Callahan, but Naperville 
Central managed to push 
their point output to double 
that of the Cats. 

The Wildcats hustled 
throughout the entire game, 
but seemed to come up short 
while everything went 
Central's way. 

Mishandled passes, 
botched defense, and too 

many second chance points 
allowed were just a few fac­
tors holding the Cats back. 

The closest any Wildcat 
came on the night to scor­
ing in double figures was 
Daniel, who put in nine. 

Close behind him was se­
nior Jeff Weber with eight 
and Callahan with six. 

Hopefully the Cats can get 
their touch back in place for 
their next three conference 
games, starting a week from 
tomorrow at Wheaton 
North. 

We-go will continue its 
conference schedule with 
upcoming rematches 
against Naperville North 
and Wheaton Warrenville 
South, both of whom they 
had beaten earlier this sea­
son on their way to their 
best start since 1986. 

at Conference. 

Ayala has wrestled 
strongly all season long. He has nearly 
eclipsed his win total from last season with 
a stellar 23-3 record. "I didn't expect to 
have this good of a record," said Ayala. 

He captured the crown at the 16 team 
Hinsdale Central Invitational. He in wasn't 
surprised with Ayala's performance there, 
and neither was Ayala. He said he had been 

hoping to win the in­
vite from the get-go. 

Unfortunately Ayala 
was unable to follow 
up on that title when 
he took to the mat last 
Saturday. Ayala suf­
fered · a concussion in 
the middle of his sec­
ond match and was 
forced to withdraw 
from competition. 

He is, however, 
poised for the confer­
ence meet, where he 
is looking to finish 
frrst or second. ''The 
coaches have been 
very supportive, and 
I'm not overconfi­
dent," said Ayala 
about his attitude to-

what few 
freshman are 

capable of doing. "I've overcome the big 
jump," said Ben, "I never get nervous 
anymore." 

Two other athletes who Hein will look at 
to score points at conference are juniors 
Jason Osterkamp and Louis Aguado. 
Osterkamp wrestles heavyweight, and 
Aguado will fight at 215 pounds. Hein has 

praised 
Osterkamp 
for being 
much im-
proved from 
last year. 
Aguado is 5-
1 when com­
peting at215. 

wards postseason Seniorco-captainJaimeSancbezshows off his mas­
play.. sive anns after he was victorious in a match this year. 

Senior 
J a i m e 
Sanchez, who 
competes at 
119 and is the 
team's other 
co-captain, 
has seen the 
team come to­
gether over 
time: ''Weare 
very support­
ive of each 
other, which 
is a real 
strength to the "Ayala is in fine 

shape for postseason honors," said Hein. 
The Cats are hoping to fmish in the top 

three at the DVC match, and that relies 
heavily upon how well Stevens and 
Fitzenreider wrestle. Stevens' present 
record is 19-7 and he competes at 171 
pounds. 

Stevens is still trying to solve hi~ third 
period problems. That part of the match 
has been difficult for Stevens all year- most 
of his seven defeats have been decided by 
his third period performance. "I need to 
improve on my takedowns," Stevens said. 
If he can do that, he won't have to worry so 
much about last second losses. 

Fitzenreider has been the heart and soul 
of We-go's lower weight classes. He 
grapples at 125 pounds, and his season's 
recordis20-6. Fitzenreiderwon the Geneva 
Invitational, beating an undefeated indi­
vidual. Fitzenreider shares similar goals as 
Ayala and Stevens in qualifying for State, 
but mentioned that he is taking one match 
at a time. 

Hein said everything will have to come 

team." 
Sanchez said that as a captain, he tries to 

"lead quietly by example." 
Look to see how the team winds up at 

DVC. 

*Flash* 
Sports medicine tip number one: if you 
~ave a bone sticking out of your leg, then 
~ou are probably injured. 

Sports medicine tip number two: if you 
Jhave a golf ball imbedded in your fore­
Jhead, then you are probably injured. 

Sports competition tip number one: 
~on't smoke while you play. 

~ports competition tip number two: 
pever compete with an open, gaping 
Jleadwound. 

• 
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