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ve over Chicago Bulis!
By Dan Horyn since.
: And now not a fleet of firemen Saturday athome where the team  to do and nobody is selfish. If a  Carol Stream on Friday night.
Ladies and gentlemen, the Chi-  ¢ould put this fire out. The Cats forced nine turnoversaloneinthe  guyis hot, then we’ll feed himthe  The one thing We-go should be

cago Bulls have dropped out of
the playoff race and handed their
spot over to the West Chicago
Wildcats.

Imagine hearing thatcome May
1997. Onemonth ago, the thought
was unthinkable-to wild for even
the wildestimagination. Butnow,
the way West Chicago is playing,
it’s hard to believe any team can
beat them.

The victory tour began months
ago when Community High
School hired head coach Dan
McCarthy to teach Consumer

Education. As each day passed,
McCarthy added fuel to the fire
by holding conditioning sessions
preparing for the upcoming sea-
son. By the time the team reached
its opening game- the Oswego
Thanksgiving Tournament- the
fire was so immense it had gained
proportions to that of the Great
ChicagoFire. The team unleashed
its energy and has not looked back

Senior trio leads We-go

captured the tournament trophy
and Eric Daniel earned first-team
honors.

The momentum carried the Cats
to their next game versus confer-
ence favorite Naperville North on
December 6th. The number one
ranked team pitted against the
number seven ranked team.

And who wins? West Chicago.
Somuch for seventhranked. West
Chicago shocked Naperville
North at Naperville North behind
Daniel’s 26 points. With the win
came “a lot of confidence. The
kids are so excited, they fuel they
can beat anybody,” said
McCarthy.

Andtheyhave. Since Naperville
North, We-go has blazed by
Glenbard South (where they
scored 70 points), torched
Wheaton-Warrenville South (be-
hind junior guard Jim Callahan’s
hot hand and four three-pointers),
and incinerated St. Francis (last

first quarter). The Cats are pres-
ently 7-0, their hottest start since
1986.

What'’s their secret of success?
Depth. McCarthy uses his bench
like a loaded weapon. At set
points in the game he fires in
certain players to spell the starters
relief. Sometimes he subs in one
player, but more often than not,
McCarthy sends in two or three
players at a time. The result is
havoc for the opposing team de-
fenses and fresh legs to get in the
game, said McCarthy.

Because of this system, in the
first six games the team has had
five different leading scorers.
Daniel is the only playing averag-
ing double figures. After him
comes five players, including se-
niors Jeff Murphy, Tim Fraser,
Bart Gallagher, and junior Jim
Callahan, that average between
six and ten points.

“Everyone does what they have

ball,” said senior starting point
guard Jeff Weber.

“Qur depth really shows in the
fourth quarter where we wear
teams down,”

weary of is cockiness. Arrogance
can come with a perfect record.
Though McCarthy said that over-
confidence is not a problem,

Weber said

said Daniel.

G D a-c'h
McCarthy came
to We-gohoping
to build a strong
defense. If the
offense is click-
ing, that’s great,
he says, but the
“defense has to
remain  con-
stant.” The team
often utilizes its
pesky defensive press and its ef-
fectiveness was evident by how
flustered St. Francis got in the
backcourt.

West Chicago played Plainfield
athome on Tuesday night (results
were unavailable at press time).
They go to Glenbard North in

oo
Senior forward Jeremy Gleason d
strates perfect shooting technique.

that the
team will
have to be
reminded
each game
w| that they
*| can lose at
any time.

Remain-
i-fnvag
undefeated
is a tall or-
der, and
McCarthy said heis curious to see
how We-go will react to adver-
sity. He also noted though that
“we can only get better.”

If this is true, then when May
rolls around, look to see West
Chicago, not Chicago, on your
TV screen.
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Fab four enters senior season

By Dan Horyn

Luke Stevens, Adam Fitzenreider, and
Bear Ayala have put four good years into
the Wildcat wrestling program and now
reaping their reward.

The three senior captains are the leading
point scorers for the team and because of
their strong start,headcoach BobHein said
the rest of the team “is hopeful because
[Stevens, Fitzenreider, and Ayala] give
We-go a chance at some downstate com-
petitors.”

Of the three, Ayala is enjoying the best
season. He is presently 12-1, his only loss
being to a wrestler who placed third in
State one year ago. He feels he canreach
his goal of making it to State because his
“matches have been
flowing.”

Stevens is 8-4 for the
Cats, where three of his
losses have come by the
number one, three, and
five ranked wrestlers in
his weight class, 171.
Most recently Stevens
lost 4-3 to the number
three wrestler in the state. The third period
has beena challenge to Stevens, as he said:
“The closer [the core] is, the more cautious
you get.” He is working on losing this
mentality in an effort to change the heart-
break losses into convincing victories.

Fitzenreider has jumped out to a 10-3
record this season. He, like Ayala and
Stevens, has downstate aspirations, but
admits he is “taking it one matchata time.”
A new regional and sectional alignment
should make qualifying for State easier for
Fitzenreider, but right now he is focusing
on his “obligation to lead the team. Being
in a lower weight class, I try to start things
off good and Luke and Bear try to close it
off.”

Though these three wrestlers contribute
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Freshman Ben Stevens puts the crunch on.

valuable points to the team score, they are
not alone. Heavyweight wrestler Jason
Osterkamp has scored some important
points for We-go, including the heavy-
weight title at the West Chicago Invita-
tional three weeks ago. Hein was “pleas-
antly surprised” with We-go’s third place
finish and considers Osterkamp “greatly
improved from last year.”

In addition to Osterkamp, freshman
phenom Ben Stevens has a winning record
for the team. Ben Stevens has experienced
his share of defeats, but notes that all ofhis
losses have been by two points or less.
“Freshman year has been great for me,”
said Stevens, “I'm not as nervous and I
have a lot more motion.” Ben Stevens
considers his freshman season extremely
important in his de-
velopmenttosomeday
hopefully being a
“state champ.”

Senior Jaime
Sanchez provides vi-
tal leadership as the
fourth captain of the
team and Hein is
happy to get 112
pound junior Greg Gomez back from in-
jury. Gomez’sreturnis helpful because the
Cats have had trouble filling the lower
weight classes.

Freshman Rachel Watson has won a
match on the freshman level, and sopho-
more Sheridan Bolz continues to compete
on the sophomore level.

Last Friday the Cats beat Wheaton-
Warrenville Southat home. The Catscom-
peted last night at the Bishop Gymnasium
against Glenbard North (results were un-
available at press time). Upnext for Hein’s
squad is the 16 team Hinsdale Central
Invitational. The team placed eighth inlast
year's two day affair, and Hein said the
team “is looking to improveand I think that
we can.”

oto by Josh Hitchcoc
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By Dan Horyn

The freshman foursome of four yearsago
is now in its senior swimming season,
ready to live up to all expectations.

Jai Hartigan, Jetf Cain, Peter Grant, and
Ryan Acker came into the Wildcat pro-
gram in 1993 with high aspirations after
enjoying success in Sharks- a West Chi-
cago-based swim team.

Hartigan has had the most downstate
experience of the four. Last year alone he
qualified in three events, including the 200
freestyle relay, in which Cain, Grant, and
Acker were members.

Four years later, though, these Cats look
back at their performances and all agree
that there's more to be done.

The foursome is looking to put togethera
strong 200 medley relay, an event which
the Cats won last Saturday at the Wildcat
Relays.

“We have some unfinished business to
do [in the 200 medley relay],” said Cain.
“Winning Sectionals would be a pinnacle
for us, though.”

“The guys have a lot of state-level expe-
rience,” head coach Len Penkala noted.
“They have great expectations for them-
selves.”

After the relay, Hartigan will be looking
to place in State in the 50 freestyle- his
specialty. To do that, Hartigan said he will
have tocutapproximately one second from
his personal best. “Jai is placing pressure
on himself to score at State this year,” said
Penkala.

Grant’s marquee event is the 100 breast-
stroke. The ultimate accomplishment, he
said, would be to qualify for State in the
breaststroke and medley relay and place in
the relay.

Inaddition tothe fabfour, the Cats will be
looking to sophomore Josh Slattery for
some team points. Slattery did not swim
last year, but he was a state champion in

multiple freestyle events when he was with

W

the Sharks as an [ 1 and 12 year old.

If Slattery can get back into form, and
Penkala said he will, then expect to see
Slattery join Hartigan in the 50 free at
State. “It wasn't that hard to get back into
swimming,” said Slattery, “But I need to
get in shape,” he said. Slattery appears to
beon the right track- ashe swam a personal
best last Saturday.

Teamwise, a lack of numbers should
hinder the Catsthis season. They have only
13 regular members. This is an increase
from last year, Grant said that the team
loses many close meets because of low
turnout. Though the Cats might win an
event, without depth they lose out on sec-
ond and third place points.

The only other thing that might slow the
team down is conditioning. The fab four
and others didn’t get in the pool enough
during the off season. Cainacknowledged
this, saying, “We have a lot of ground to
cover.”

Fortunately though, the state meet isn’t
until early March, so with the morning and
afternoonpracticesessions, theteamshould
get to State with their heads above water.

And the fab four will be leading the way.

Softball getting into
the swing of things
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