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Editorial:

By Dan Horyn

Homecoming has passed,
Halloween is here, the foot-
ball season is nearly over, and
we are left to ponder yet an-
other fall sportsseasonat West
Chicago.

The teams have been almost
the same-some winning, more
losing-and all having hope for
next year. Goto sportsawards
night next month, and you’ll
hear a lot of the same thing-
1997 will be thetime torestore
. the roar, to finally begin the
victory tour.

But unfortunately, West
Chicago is stuck ina continu-
ouscircle,makingacycleeach
and every season.

Hope is vital in high school
sports, it's what keeps us go-
ing, but where does the break-
ing point lie? When is it time
tothrow in the towel? Whenis
it time to stay down?

The DuPage Valley Confer-
enceisundoubtedly the tough-
estconferenceinthestate. That
is a legitimate reason for the
frequent losing records our
teams put out. But how many
conference champs did we
have in1995? Zero. Out of 20
varsity team sports, we had
zero  conference crowns.
Checking your math, 0 for 20
isalittle worse than the Bears’
record this year.

And how many top four con-
ference teams were there in
‘95? Certainly more thanzero,
but not nearly enough.

Competing against the best
should make the weak stron-
ger, but what ifthe weak never
get stronger? Losing has be-

come a pattern for West Chi-
€ago sports.

Wilbert Walters hasbeenthe
head girls track coach for ten
years. Over the years, he con-
siders his teams “not very suc-
cessful. We’vehad some great
individuals, but no numbers”
and therefore the Ladycats
have been “unable to meet the
standards [of the other DVC
teams].”

Perhaps moving out of the
conference would be a way to
stop West Chicago’s losing
streak. Interim Athletic Direc-
tor Gail Georgedisagrees, say-
ing “the good experiences [in
the DVC] outweigh the bad.”

Maybe it’s time to look at
Glenbard South, who moved
to the Suburban Prairie Con-
ferencethis year. Lee Halberg,
Glenbard South’s Athletic Di-
rector, said the Raiders left the
DVC because they were hav-
ing “a very difficult time com-
peting. We weren’t going to
increase our pool of partici-
pants, so we found a confer-
ence compatible to our size.”

Consequently, the Raiders
are off to a great start- team
records are above .500 and
Halberg said participation is
up in nearly every sport.

George noted the Raiders
records are improved because
they are competing against
smaller schools.

Basically, then, should we
play smaller schools and win,
or DVC schools and lose?
Georgeclearlystatedshewants
We-gotocompete inthe DVC.

The price we pay for that is
low morale and low winning
percentages.

DVC not for WC

The last winning football
season we had was in 1992,
and the record was 5-4. Man
alive, forthe Wildcats, 5-4 was
like winning the NBA cham-
pionship.

It’s like that with a lot of our
teams. Historically, we'vehad
great girls’ softball and bas-
ketballteams, greatswimming
teams, quite a few good teams,
and a bunch of sub par teams.

Sub par by whose standard?
The rest of the DVC teams.
Now imagine the life we’d be
livin’ if we were playing
Glenbard South, Batavia or
Oswegoeachweek.Obviously
our record would be a lot bet-
ter.

But not everyone wants to
play the smaller schools.
George said she prefers the
tougher competition of the
DVC.

People might say that West
Chicago is quitting- after all,
they said that about - the
Glenbard South Raiders.

But why stay in the confer-
ence if we keep on losing?
Sure we canwork harder, prac-
ticelonger, eatmore Wheaties,
but haven’t We-go coaches
been saying that for years?

It’s not a question of desire.
I see football players on
crutches,crosscountryrunners
with shin splints, tennis play-
ers with tendinitis. Football

practice doesn’t get out until

7:30, female swimmers are in
the pool four morningsa week,
teams practice in the rain.

It’s just a question of practi-
cality. Is it practical to eat,
sleep and breatha sportonly to
lose time and again?

Ask the Raiders.

Golfendswithsubparplay

By Dan Horyn

Afterasummer of hard work
on the greens, and a strong
conference showing, the Wild-
cat golf team ended its season
in disappointing fashion with
a subpar team performance at
Regionals.

With home course advan-
tage, theWildcatsfinishedfifth
atthe DVC invitational, losing
the number 4 spot in a tie
breaker to Wheaton North.
Headcoach TimCourtney said
the team played great behind,
especially BartGallagher. The
senior took third place, shoot-
inga 77.

“I was en fuego [on fire],”
said Gallagher, “I'm pretty
happy with how I played and
it's niceto getall-conference.”

Most of the guys followed

Gallagher’s lead, golfing very
well.  Senior captain Terry
Yormark was one of the few
Cats off of his game, but he
was still named to the all-con-
ference team, making it the
first time in a long time that
two Wildcats made all-confer-
ence.

The Wildcats entered
Regionals confident that they
were capable of advancing to
Sectionals.

The team fell from grace,
though, shooting 22 strokes
higher thantheydid justa week
ago.

“We all hit our bad day at
Regionals,” said senior cap-
tainTerry Yormark, “Butthat’s
golf. Naturally though, we’re
still very disappointed.”

Courtney was unhappy be-
cause the Cats had previously
beaten many of the teams that
finished ahead of them at
Regionals.

The only golfer to escape
disappointment was Justin
Sadauskas. In only his first
year of high school golf, the
junior shot an 83 on the par-72
course.

“It wasa greatfeeling [quali-
fying for sectionals]. The
course was tough and the
whether was bad.”

Sadauskas went on to the
sectional meet, noting the “the
experience factor will be great
for next year.” Not to mention,

\Edito'rial:

By Dan Young

It’s first down for the Wild-
cats and quarterback Brian
Raymond takes the snap from
center =~ Mike  Chapin.
Raymond can pass it to many
eligible receivers, including
tight end Chris Grin.

Flip it over to defense and
you see Shea Pallante, Josh
Slattery, and Mike Schneider
puttin’ the pressure on. Soon
younotice somethingand that
mething is that there are
phomores playing varsity.
Is there some kind of con-
Epiracy going on? What do
coaches think?

Lately, a lot of sophomore
thletes have been moved up
0 varsity and there are a few
nswers why.

One is that the sophomore
Class is extremely talented, or
coaches are thinking. Not
nly in football, but in sports
ikecrosscountry, girlsswim-
and girls volleyball,

Greg Hansen, a coach on
e varsity football team, said
t “there is an open invita-
ion to all players [to play
arsity] if you want to or have
ny skill.” He reminds all
thletes that “the entire sea-
n is made in the off season.
'You can’t just put on your
uniform on game day and ex-
pect to win.”

So is it that some sopho-

mores worked harder this Sports.

Movin' u

Maybe yes, maybe no. Th
bottom line is though tha
coaches want the best
out on the field, court, o
course. And since many o
thoseteamshave sophomo
on them, coaches are reall
looking forward to the nex
few years to see how Wesl
Chicago does against Wes
Aurora and other DV(Q
schools.

Coaches also want to s
how this year’s sophomore
and juniors combine to form
teams next year.

Coacheshavetheiropinio
and they call the shots. Somq
tenth graders disagree wi
coaches’ decisionstopromo
them to varsity. Some soph

lost their confidence to win.
No matter what players
coaches think, Athletic Di
rectorGail Georgehasalway.
backed the coaches of al
sports.
Whatever might have ¢

from this year, Hansen re|

minds us all, amid the co
versy, that this year’s foot
season should be a learnin
experience for everyone

ball, but cross country, swim
ming, volleyball, and al

Sadauskas didn’t do
half bad, shooting
another 83.

Unfortunately, the
Cats lose Gallagher,
Yormark, and Josh
Harris to graduation.

“Joshcontributedto
theteam when he was
on, and Bart was a
great player, and
Terry was a great
leader,” said
Courtney.

But hope springs
eternalassomestrong
sophomores and jun-
iors should take over
next year, including
Sadauskas, Jason

Sewell, John
Brigowatz and Jeff
Powell.

“We should be
good next year. It’ll
be very competitive
to make the team,”
said Courtney.

“They’ll be great if
their cockiness
doesn’t get to ‘em,”
said Y ormark.

—

$149.00

That's your cost for West Chicago
Holloway wool leather jackets with
the West Chicago chenille patch

sewn O1n.

For more information, call or stop

in at

Team Sales
363 N. Gary Avenue

Carol Stream

Phone: 630-668-0908
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Harriers hit homestretch

Makin' waves
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Ladycat tennis season ends at Sectionals

By Tracy Morris

The Ladycat tennis team
brought down the net on the
1996 season with disappoint-
ing results at the West Aurora
Sectional two weeks ago.

The sectional was one of the
hardestsectionals in the state
especially inthe doubles com-
petition.

Amongst tough teams West
Aurora, Rosary, and St.
Charles, seniors Melissa and
Amanda Petrowich were the
only Wildcats to wina match,
but they didn’t make it any
further than their teammates.

The Petrowich twins, who
won at least twice as many

matches as they lost this year,
were by far themostexperienced
members of the netters on the
We-go courts this season.
CoachSioneMoeaki
encourages all the
Wildcats to attend
open gyms in the win-
ter and even seek les- |f
sons with instructors. |}
This isn’t always pos-
sible, though, due to
commitments at |&
school.
According to |,
Amanda Petrowich,
while there are good
instructors out there,
there aren’t many for girls.
Without playing year round

and just beginning to get ex-
perience in their junior and
senioryears, the task of keep-

creasingly difficult.

Melissa Petrowich lunges for the hall, e £ i

Moeaki also urges his ath-
letes to play with the West
Chicago Park District travel-
ing tennis program
inthe summer. The
summer workouts
then lead right into
the fall sports sea-
son, which begins
practice in August.

Despite gaining
no wins in DuPage
Valley Conference
play, the Ladycats
enjoyed success on
thenon-conference
level. The high
point of the season

ing a sharp team becomes in-/ was the Fenton Invitational.

While the Petrowiches

V—ballkillsGeneva,anroundnext

By Tracy Morris

The We-go girls volleyball
team heads into second round
regional action behind a dead
even season of play.

At the end of regular season
play,theCatshada16-16 over-
all record and a 6-6 DuPage
Valley Conference record.

Key conference wins this
season came over Wheaton
North and Wheaton
Warrenville South. Both are

top ranked teams in the Daily did so in the best possible
Herald. fashion, nailing an ace and

We-go hosted Naperville putting a point on the board.
North on October 22 for senior ~ Coach Kristy Hasty looks
parent night as they “packedthe to three of her starters, junior
gym” with We-go fans. outside hitter Kelly Kayloras

The Cats fell to the Huskiesin wellasseniors AngelaBarnes
two games, but senior Dana (middle) and Jamie Hansen
Nelson made her first appear- (right side), to lead the Cats.
ance this season since she un- Regional play began on
derwent ACL surgery on her Tuesday against Geneva at
knee West Chicago Community

Neison came in to serve and High School, where the Cats

played host to three other
teams. The Cats pulled off a
15-10, 15-8 win just befor
Chronicle deadline. :

With We-go's win over
Geneva, they will take on the
winner of the match between
St.CharlesandBataviatonight,
October 31, for the regional
championship.

Sectional action begins on
Tuesday, November 5, in the
St. Charles Sectional.

placed first in 1st doubles, se-
nior Jocy Kovalik placed sec-
ond in Ist singles and third
overall.

SophomoreMarlaD’ Aversa
earneda firstplace finish inthe
consolation round, as did se-
nior Julie Kolodick and junior
Liz Murphy in third doubles.

The two day DVC tourna-
ment saw the Petrowiches fin-
ish fourth and be the only var-
sity Cats to advance to the sec-
ond day of play.

On the junior varsity level,
Nicole Wigder took fourth for
1st singles. i

4Flash+

Head freshman footbal
coachGordonHeatonresigned
earlier this month because of
"personal differences" with
head varsity coach Randy
Hoffman. Heaton is the thi
head football coachinlesstha
a year to discontinue his ser
vices at We-go. Among hi
are Bruce Donash, who re-
signed his varsity post last fall
and Bob Bagby, who quit be-
cause of family reasons. Stay
tuned.
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