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Football hopes to tackle monsters of DVC

By Tracy Morris

Change, by definition, is “to put
or take one thing in place of an-
other.”

Simple enough.

At the beginning of each season,
one group of seniorsis put in place
of last year’s group, the grass on
the field is renewed, and every
once in a while, the coaching staff
makes a bit of a shift.

The Wildcat football program
has become the epitome of change
at the high school this year.

At the end of last season, head
coach Bruce Donash surprisingly
announced his resignation.

Moving in to replace Donash for
this season was Bob Bagby, a na-
tive of Springfield, Illinois.

Another shocker was delivered
to We-go when Bagby resigned on
August 8, just as players were
wrapping up summer workouts,
registering for classes, and getting
set to begin the new season.

Newly-appointed interim Ath-
letic Director Gail George said
Bagby’sresignation after three and
ahalf months on the job was “right
out of the blue.”

George had just begun her sec-
ond day as Athletic Director after

taking the place of recently de-
parted A.D. Tom Hancock, when
she received Bagby’s resignation.
Bagby cited personal family
matters as the reason for his resig-
nation, according to George.
“He felt regret that he had to do
this, but for his family, he felt that
he must,” said George, who spoke
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An injured player receives assis-
tance from trainer Mike Keating

to Bagby over the phone for 45
minutes.

Senior Dave Delort summed up
the team’s initial reaction to

Alive and kicking

By Tracy Morris

With their first game forthcom-
ing this Friday, August 30, the
Wildcat boys soccer team is spend-
ing its remaining practice time
polishing up a few select areas.

One of these areas, according to
head coach Robert Owens, is con-
ditioning. Owens and his coach-
ing staff have been putting the
team through extensive practices
to whip the guys into game day
shape.

While the defensive strategy has
come along since their first prac-
tice on August 19, Owens has had
his team concentrating on giving
better shape to their offensive at-
tack.

One final element of the team
that’s still lacking is the fitting of
the right personnel into their suit-
able places on the field.

Owens was left withanumberof
spotstofill after losing severalkey
players to graduation. The de-
parted Cats include Eddie Acosta,
Brandon Beideman, Rafeal

f ’

Pasillas, Joe Paver, Chris Ribe,
Dietrich Rudolph, Dustin Shultze,
Joe Smiley, and Nick Spalo.
Stepping in to fill those places is
acrew of fresh seniors who return
from last year’s varsity squad.
Juan  Bejarano, Mike
Christiansen, Juan Garcia, Roberto
Martinez, Chris Payton, Chris
Pheneger,and Juan Ruiz represent
this year’s senior class for the
Wildcats.
Owensalsonoted apack of prom-
ising juniors: Victor Acosta, Renee
Allende, Todd Ballard, Uriel
Bejarano, Jim Callahan, Erik
Chavez, Damian Guerrero, Arturo
Guvera, AdrianGuzman,Jon Hall,
Jason Hempel, Joe Kazmareck,
Randy Labak, Brian O’Hara,
Kevin Openshaw, Gerardo
Resendiz, Ernesto Vargaz, and
Brandon Wojcik.
The Cats’ first game is this Fri-
day, August 30, at Marmion Mili-
tary Academy.
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The Cats run the field to condition for their first big game.

Bagby’s departure by saying, “A
lot of people were mad, disap-
pointed, and surprised.”

Luckily for George and the rest
of the football staff, they didn’t
have to search too far for Bagby’s
replacement.

“We had somebody right here in
Randy Hoffman whose credentials
were even better,” said George.

Interestingly enough, Hoffman
had been Bagby’s high school foot-
ball coach.

Hoffman assisted Bagby and his
coaching staff with the team’s sum-
mer workouts and volunteered to
step in to take Bagby’s place.

George said, “He stepped up to-

offer his services and felt that he
could do the job.”

Hoffman’s move made for an
easy transition for the team and for
George.

The players and coaching per-
sonnel were already somewhat
familiar with Hoffman from the
summer, so his move made the
team able to begin regular season
practices without missing a beat.

Italso saved many hoursof work
for George and the athletic depart-
ment.

“In that respect, that made it ex-

By Kelley Betts

Aside from some minor ad-
justments on their game plan
and starting rotations, the girls
varsity volleyball teamisready
to head out on the court for
their first game.

Despite losing key players,
Rene Levine, Lyndsy Paver,
and Karen Paton to graduation,
the team of seven girls are look-
ing very confident and com-
petitive.

The varsity team consists of
hitters Angela Barnes (senior),
Danielle Murphy and Kelly
Kaylor (both juniors), senior
middles Jamie Hansen and
Sarah McQueen. To round off
the 1996-97 roster is sopho-
more setter Chrissy Dabbert
and junior outside hitter Nicole
Stuart.

According to varsity coach
Kris Hasty, throughout the
summer the girls kept active

tremely easy, because we didn’t
have to go looking again a day
before the boys were to come in,”
said George.

George believes that more than
anything, Hoffman knew the pro-
gram was in an awkward position
and wanted to help.

“He was a little familiar with
some of the kids and coaches and
decided maybe he could help us
out, and he certainly has,” said
George.

Hoffman’s team has set their
sights on a fourth or fifth place
finish in conference and some of
the players feel this summer may

Ayala and Zach Davidson were
already named senior captains, and
two more were expected to be
named.

The Cats see their defense as a
big asset at this point, but know
their offense needs some work.
This year’s seniors feel they’ve
improved over last year because
they’re olderand a little wiserina
football sense.

Despite having to learn a whole
new offense and defense when
Bagby left, the team seems to feel
that Hoffman is a knowledgeable
leader.
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The Cats take the field in last Friday's scrimmage.

have been what they needed to get
them off the ground.

According to senior Humberto
“Bear” Ayala, some of the seniors
lifted over the summer and now
feelalittle stronger, alittle quicker,
and overall more confident in
themselves.

Spikin' into the new season
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The girls volleyball team conditionsby doing ladders.

and by joining various volley-
ball clubs such as Sports Per-
formance to strenghthen their
skills on the court. Weight
training was another way the
team kept active. This allows
the girls to add more power to
their plays.

Volleyball was scheduled to
practice twice a day, however,
the bubble on the gym floor
allowed the team only one
practice aday because the other
sports needed to practice. The
bubble serves the purpose of
drying up the gym floor. The
floor was flooded due to the
heavy rains that took place
about a month ago.

Yet, nothing's going to stop
this team. This week their

. practices will be held at the
Great Lakes Center.

The season opener for the
Lady Cats will be on Wednes-
day, September 4, at York.

Ayalasaid, “He’sinstilled in our
minds that we can beat anybody if
we truly believe it and play pas-
sionately.”

The Cats get their first chance to
do so at the home season opener
this Friday, August 30, against
Oswero.

And in
other

sports...
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Weight trainer Kevin Nejedlo
assists two-sport athlete Leslie
Harlson (jr). Many athletes, no
matter what their sport, trained
in the weightroom over the
summer.
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Girls cross-country coach
Kelly Kolasa spends a
minute on the track with her
team and daughter.
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