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. Inconsistent Play Haunting Baseball 

By Steve Berezney 

The past month for the boys base­
ball team has seen some inconsis­
tent play, some records broken, 
and on occasion. some winning. 

Due to the awful weather, the 
Cats were forced to cancel almost 
a week's worth of games. Be­
cause of this, they had to be made 
up, before regionals start, which is 
this week. So they had to play a 
total of seven games in six days. 

The Cats went up againstDuPage 
Valley Conference foe Naperville 
NorthlastTuesday. Havingplayed 
them the day before losing I 0-1, 
the Cats were looking to get some 
redemption. 

Junior Andy Gehrett, still winless 
this season. got the start on the 
mound. We-go took the lead early 
in the second inning on a RBI 
sacrifice by senior co-captain Phil 
Barone. 

The lead lasted until the fourth 
inning when Gehrett was relieved 
by junior Chad Perry who came· in 
with a no out, bases loaded situa­
tion. Perry. not one of the most 
practiced pitchers on the staff, had 
a hard time on the mound as they 
got out of the fourth giving up four 
runs. 

The only other run the Cats would 
get was on a sacrifice by junior Jim 
Richardson. Senior Russ Whitaker 
came in to finish the game that 
would end in a 6-2 loss. 

Going back to one of their more 
successful performances of the 

year on May 4 the Cats took on 
Glenbard South. 

Junior Jeff Murphy took the 
mound as he pitched six in­
nings giving up only one run. 
Murphy, who struck out four 
while walking two batters, was 
relieved by Whitaker who 
pitched the remainder of the 
game. 

Not only was the pitching 
was strong, but the bats had a 
good day as well. Senior Dan 
Oklepek led the way going 3 
for 4 with a run scored. Senior 
co-captain Ryan Saul went 2 
for 5 with the other run scored 
leading to a 2-1 victory in I 0 
innings. 

The day before the South 
meeting, the Cats faced 
Naperville Central, one of the 
best teams in the DVC. Junior 
Bart Gallagher was the hurler 
in this game as he had his rough­
est outing of the season. Cen­
tral scored six runs m the sec­
ond inning. Then Gehrett came 
in to try to stop the Central 
barrage. 

Gallagher or Gehrett would 
get no support from the offense 
as they could muster up only 
four hits. Three of those hits 
went to Saul as he went 3 for 4 with 
three RBI. When it was all said and 
done, the Cats could not overcome 
Central's second inning as they lost 
9-5. 

York and Marine Fall at 
State 

.By Tracy Morris 

And then there were two. 
Junior Kathy York and Senior 

Stephanie Marine were the sole 
We-go Badminton players at the 
state meet on May 10 and ll at 
New Trier High School in 
Winnetka. 

The two Wildcats represented 
West Chicago at the meet and both 
feel to their opponents in the singles 
events. All their opponents were 
highly ranked in state. 

York will return next year for the 
Cats. while Marine will move on 
past graduation. 

Marine and York moved on to 
the state competition after facing 
most of the teams from the DuPage 
Valley Conference atthe Sectional. 
Naperville Central, Naperville 
North and Glenbard East were the 
only DVC teams that were not 
included in the scc.:tional. 

The Wildcats produced strong 
individual performances over the 
course of the season, but at the 
same time had a fairly productive 
team record. We-go captured an 
8-5 overall record despite finish­
ing eighth out of 8 teams at the 
conference meet. 

This season's team was made up 
of some youngsters stepping up to 
perform at a higher level of play, at 
both the junior varsity and varsity 
levels. 

NplayerfreshmanMonicaAcker 
commented, "We did awesome, 
especially the little 'babies' who 
came in this year." 

The varsity team boasted talent 
from all grades this year, ranging 
from sophomores to seniors . 

The team included seniors Ma­
rine, ?Elizabeth Murphy, juniors 
York, Nicole Oleksiak, Julie 
Kolodick, Heather Horsley, ?Kelty 
Y ednick. and sophomore Tanya 
Austin . 

Senior Jamie Llorens, the only 
JV player to place at the DVC meet 
by earning third in the 4th singles 
event pointed out, "The whole team, 
JV and varsity did pretty well con­
sidering we had a young team." 

The Cats will not look to next 
season and hope to follow the lead 
of York and her leadership as a 
senior next year. 

That can only mean good things 
for the Cats and more state qualifi­
ers. 

Even though this game ended in 
a loss, two positive things came 
out of it. Saul broke the record for 

tween·the years of 1991-93. 
Also, the entire team tied the 

record for most double plays in a 
season with nine set by the 
Cat team of 1991 and 1994. 
This is a record that the team 
now owns as they got an­
other double play a few 
games later. 
·Two days before the game 

against Central , they faced 
Glenbard South once again. 
Senior Brian Bowen got the 
start on the mound as he 
pitched his best game of the 
season. Bowen finished af­
ter five innings striking out 
nine batters while walking 
only one. 

Bowen was not the only 
on to have a good day as the 
entire offense lit up the South 
pitching . Bowen and 
Richardson each went 3 for 
4 with three RBI a piece. 
Junior Nick Cleinmark had 
his best hitting performance 
of the year going 2 for3 with 
a run scored. Saul and se­
nior Eric Hall each went 2 
for 4 with Saul getting two 
RBI. 

With a substantial lead 
going into the final two in­

Russ Whitaker hurls a . h f nings, the Cats had a little scare. 
pttc rom the mound. After Bowen left giving up two 

Photo by Steven Berezney runs · . J h H . , JUnior os arns was 
doubles in a career with 21 break- brought in relief. Harris did not 
ing Ken Hodgen's record set be-

have his best game as he was 
knocked around for fur earned runs. 

The Cats then brought in junior 
Ted Barzso who pitched an inning 
of shutout ball to preserve the 
Wildcat 9-8 victory. 

With regional play staring this 
week. the Cats are looking to im­
prove their regular season record 
which only saw three conference 
wins. 

"It's just a matter of consistency; 
doing what we need to do every 
game." head coach Tim Courtney 
said. 

Although they do not know who 
they will face in regionals yet, the 
Cats are confident that they can 
match up well against anybody. 

"It depends on who we play in 
the first round. We're in a tough 
division, butlfecl that we can beat 
anyone," assistant coach Miguel 
Arroyo stated. 

The Cats first round opponent 
was West Aurora, a team the Cats 
feel they can beat. They have a 
relatively easy regional schedule, 
so if they do go far, it wouldn't be 
that much of a surprise. 

If the Cats want to go anywhere 
in regionals. they will need to get 
strong, consistent pitching which 
is something they haven' t had all 
year. 

Regionals started two days ago 
and will be played until Thursday 
May 28 with the location still to be 
announced. 

Congratulations to theSophomor 
Boys Baseball Team on their 

uPage Valley Conference Cham­
pionship 

Good Luck to Girls Softball 
and Boys Baseball in Regional 

play this week! 
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Wildcat Softball Swings Into Regional Play 
By Steve Beremey 

With regional play starting 
tomorrow and their# 1 ranking, 
the Wildcat softball team is 
using the regular season to help 
strengthen their bid for a cham­
pionship. 

The Cats fmsihed DVC play 
against Glenbard South by 
fmsihing up a game that had 
been rained out on Tuesday, 
May 14. We-go went into the 
second part of the game, which 
was made upon Thursday, May 
16, down 4-0 but came out 
strong and scored two right off 
the bat. The Raiders added one 
more run and the game ended 
with a score of 5-2. 

The game clinched a shared 
DVC championship between 
the Raiders and the Naperville 
North Huskies with West Chi­
cago coming in second. 

The Cats played at home last 
Monday, May 13, against a 
DuPage Valley Conference 
team, Wheaton Warrenville 
South. Starting at pitch& for 
the Cats was junior Angela 
Barnes, who has been their 
work -horse this season. 

Barnes had no problems for 
most of the game as she went 
through most of the batters 
one, two, three. The only hope 
for WWS came in the third 
inning as they scored one run 
on two fielding errors by the 
Cats. 

The Cats would have their 
answer two innings later in 
the fifth as junior Tracy 
Morris led off the in-
ning with a walk. 
Then junior 
Nicole 
Winkler 
drove 
Morris 
home with her 
triple to right-cen-
ter field. 

Senior Kiley Long 
then drove in Winkler 
with her single to center field. 
The last rwt the Cats would 

· score was when senior Ellyn 
Gemand drove home Long 
with her double to left-center 
field. 

The Cats had a little strange 
luck when they went up against 
Glenbard East on May 6. The 

Netters Fall Short 
at Sectionals 

By Tracy Morris 

For the boy's tennis team, the Although the sectional disap-
season seemed to end almost as pointmentisoccupyingtheminds 
quickly as it started. of the Cats right now, it won't 

With sectionals .----------. linger too long. 
heldonFriday,May The netters are 
17, the Cats failed already making 
to send any of the plans to regroup, 
six doubles and recov&, and play 
singles players who their best tennis 
were slated for the next season. 
competition to the While next sea-
statefinalstobeheld son is still quite a 
Thursday, Friday, ways away, the 
and Saturday of this Cats expect to be 
week. back with a ven-

Junior Tim Mar- geance on the 
tin and sophomore courts, and the 
Jason Neal were the preparation phase 
lone Wildcatnetters is soon at hand. 
to advance past By playing in the 
opening play. The fllSt doubles USTA (United States Tennis As­
duoofMartinandNeal won Friday sociation) in the off season, We­
and just fell short on Saturday. the go hopes to use the time to their 
day after prom. benefit and gain rankings in the 

The sectional line-up consisted Western region. 
of first singles play& junior Matt They will have to do so without 
Bowne and second singles player the help of several seniors, in­
senior Mike Leek. eluding Leek, Stark, Bill 

The doubles line-up for We-go Dujmovic, David Splawski, 
slated Martin, whoplacedfourthin Go01.ales, and Tony Co. 
the DVC fourth singles competi- Luckily for We-go, despite los­
lion, and Neal at f1tst doubles with ing some depth in the seniors, this 
seniors Brett Stark and Matt years juniors will be back strong 
Gonzalez playing second doubles. next year. Bowne, Neal, and 

Bowne lost his match, which he Martin are looking to represent 
was supposed to boost. him higher the class of '97· as next year's 
in the meet and eventually lead seniorsandprovesomethingabout 
him to state competition. themselves. 

game was turned into a double­
header because of a game that was 
rained out last month. 

In game one, the 
Cats were 
n o hit 

yet 

man-
aged to 
game 2-1. 
the runs came 

win the 
Both of 

on errors by 

East. Gotta feel sorry for the 
East pitcher. 

After game one, the luck 
ran out on the Cats. They did 
manage to get a hit, but still 
lost the game 4-3. 

The Cats were in top fonn 
when they played West Au­
rora in another doubleheader 

on May 4. Barnes started 
the first game and 

pitchedashutoutfor 
a Wildcat 6-0 

win. Morris 
took over 

t h e 
pitch­

ing duties 
in the sec­

ond game as 
the Cats won 5-l. 

One of the main 
reasons that the Cats 

have been so successful 
this year has been the pitch­
ing of Barnes. She has an 
overall record of 14-4 and 
has been called the most 
dominant pitcher in the D VC 
by some coaches. 

Barnes hasn't been the only 
one to play well this year. 

Long is having a great year 
catching everything in sight 
out in center field. Gemand 
is one of the best on the team, 
tied for the lead in RBI. She 
comes up big in the impor­
tantgamesaccording to head 
coach Jim Schaudt, as she is 
batting .400 in conference 
games. 

Even though they will go 
into regionals as the# l seed, 
there are still aspects of their 
game that they would like to 
improve. 

"I'm concerned about our 
defense," Schaudt said. "We 
have a tendency to have a 
few errors a game which we 
can't have happen. I would 
also like to see our hitting be 
more consistent" 
If they can iron out those 

few things, the Cats should 
be in great shape to go all the 
way in regionals. They will 
play today against the win- • 
ner of the East Aurora vs. 
Batavia game. 

"We feel that we can beat 
every team in our division," 
Schaudt said, "but we just 
can't look too far ahead." 

It's No Bull, Chicago's Got the Fever 

By Tracy Morris If there are any teenagers who . You don't have to be sweating 
aren't allowed in bars being in- it out in the city to be die-hard 

With the Chicago Bulls coming off terviewed or asked their pinion Bulls fan. There have even been 
a 72-10 winning season, breaking on the hottest team in town, they signs posted on the parapro cart 
records right and left, and stampeding are interviewed on the streets of by the fieldhouse to encourage 
through the playoffs, Bulls mania has Chicago. Bulls spirit in our school. You'd 
swept through the city and swept fans Since we're stuck out here in almost think it was the West 
off their feet our teenage lives in the suburbs Chicago Bulls that were taking 

Asifitwasn'tenough tojustgazein of the Great Land of Jordan, it's ontheOrlandoMagicintheEast-
amazementatMichael Jordan soaring em Conference Finals. 
through the air, When the 
Scottie Pippen lights go out at 
slamming one the United Ceo-
down with a toma- ter and the fans 
hawk, or Dennis erupt as the 
Rodman engaging starters for our 
in his rebounding an tic i pate d 
art fonn, the fans world champi-
of Chicago have ons are an-
come up with a nounced, it can 
colorful way to almostbefeltall 
watch the games. the way out in 

Some aren't al- each of the 
lowed to so much homes in the 
as breathe as long suburbs. 
as the tube is tuned Bulls games 
to NBC or Sports are more of a 
Channel and the television at-
Bulls are crushing traction than 
their latest victim. "Must See TV" 

Others can on NBC. When 
breathe, as long as L..---------------------J theBullsareon, 
they're on the edge of their seats and not very often that anyone asks they are the must see TV. 
screaming and yelling anytime a man us about our favorite team. Think of the money Sports 
in a red, white, and black Wliform We look forward to the next Channel on cable must take in 
makes a play. Toni Kukoc around the back as- from Bulls games in any year. 
- It's common to see interviews of sist, Steve Kerr three-point rain- You can multiply that amount 
fans on the sports reports at night, but bow shot, Michael Jordan eyes when you think of the unbeliev- · 
most of the people being interviewed closed free-throw. Dennis Rod- able success the Bulls have 
are middle-aged adults drinking with man hat, and Ron Harper grin grabbed this season. 
their buddies in bars and taking in the just as much as a suit-wearing When Dennis Rodman was 
games of the most sacred team in the goof in a downtown office build- traded to the Bulls, Phil I ackson 
Windy City. ing. And when was the last time told his son they no longer had to 

you saw one of them wearing a go to the circus, the circus came 
Rodnian jersey to work? to them. With the circus playing 

in town, Bulls fans couldn't be 
happier. 

• 
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