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A year to remember 
Wildcat tennis season 
ends on a good stroke By Jenny Wagenaar 

A long tough season is over for 
the West Chicago volleyball team 
but expectations for next year are 
within their reach. 

On Tuesday October 24, the 
Wildcats played SL Charles in the 
Regional tournament and lost in 
three matches. This was the fmal 
gameoftheirseasonandoneofthe 
best they've played all year long. 

By Steve Berezney 

Even though the girls viewed 
their season as a disappointment, 
they didn't fmish too poorly com­
ing in with a .500 record going 12-
12-1. 

a positive way. 

· "We had a great match against St. 
Charles," head coach Kris Hastey 
said, .. that should have happened 
more often during our season." 
The Wildcats came out with great 
intensity,as they always did, but it 
wasn't enough to win the game. 

They ended the season on an up 
Photo by 1cnny Wagenaar note by winning against both 

The volleyball team huddles around head coach Kris Hastey while she talks. Plainfield and St. Francis. 

This DVC losing trend was typi­
cal of their entire season. They 
lost to all of the teams that they 
needed to beat in the DVC, and 
they won most of the games that 
they played out of their confer­
ence. 

This season was a disappoint­
ment in many of the players eyes. 
"We had a lot of talent but we 
didn'tuseit,"junior Angela Barnes 
said, .. We should be a lot better 
next year. We'll all have the var­
sity experience and all the starters 
are returning next year so we'll 
havetheadvantageofalreadyplay­
ing together." 
· Next year's team will consist of 
the same six starters as well as 
others which will be a big advan­
tage for a West Chicago ... With all 
our starters retwning next year we 
should be very competitive," 
Hastey said. 

Although the season dido 't go 
thewaytheteam would have, West 

Chicago had two players from the 
team receive positive recognition 
from the rest of the DVC coaches. 
Sophomore Kelly Kaylor received 
All-Conference first team and 
sophomore Danielle Murphy re­
ceived Honorable Mention All­
Conference. 

Seniors Renee Levine, Lyndsey 
Paver and Karen Paton will not be 
returning to the team next year. 
"What I'll miss most about volley­
ball are my teammates because 
they were all great people, "Levine 
said. 

One of the most memorable 
moments the players experienced 
this year was their success at the 
Lyons Township tournament. 
"My most memorable moment 

Wildcat football 
retires season with 

• a w1n 
By Kristi Ault 

Well, they came in like Lions, 
and they left like Lions, rather 
Wildcats, it wasn't March, more 
like October, but the cold couldn't 
stop the Wildcats. After winning 
their home opener, on Friday Oc­
tober 20, the Wildcats won their 
last home game. 

For some this game marked the 
end of the football season for the 
Wildcat football team, and for most 
seniors, inarked the end of a ca­
reer. For the varsity coaching staff, 
the loss of head coach Bruce 
Do nash. 

The Wildcats hosted the 
. Glenbard South Raiders and out 

classed them. TheWildcatsplayed 
real football and won 24-12. 

Scoring the four touchdowns 
were juniors Andy Aliniz and 
Bear Ayala, seniors Nick 
Castellano and Dave Spohn. The 
whole team contributed with in­
tensity and good execution lead­
ing the Wildcat to a gallant fmish. 

From the start of wann ups to the 
final handshake, the Wildcats were 
pumped with intensity. They came 

on to the field ready to win, they 
played with all their hearts. and 
they won. To any bystander, it 
was apparent that the Wildcats 
wanted to win this game. 

Whether it was because it was 
the last organized football game 
ever for many of the seniors, or 
because they just wanted to play 
football. the Wildcats showed up 
with such intensity that a loss 
would have been inconceivable. 

The end of the season is usually 
sad for the seniors and other play­
ers who are leaving; spending four 
years with a team and coaches has 
emotional attachment Unfortu­
nately this season's end means 
more than the loss of a bunch of 
good players, but also the loss of a 
great coach. On Thursday No­
vember 2, head coach Bruce 
Donash announced. to his players 
that he would not ·be returning as 
the head football coach next fall. 

With the resignation ofDonash, 
the future of Wildcat football is 
uncertain. 

Too bad they didn't play as well 
in the DVC Tournament just three 

. . . daysbefore. TheylosttoGlenbard 
was m the begmrung when we South Wheaton Warrenville 

South.' and Naperville North fm­
man Krissy S8ld. . ishing in seventh place. The Cats 

One of the. funmest memones had troubles against those same 
the players will always remember teams just a month before losing 
involves Karen Paton. "Rudy! to all three of them. ' 
When Karen fell," Paver said The girls might have lost the 

"She runn,ing through DVC games, but at least they re­
Valleys tunnel and ceived some praise for their non­

she felt she was Rudy (from playing attitude. One member of 
the movae R.wll), Barnes ex- the Glenbard North tennis team 
plained, .. and she ttipped over a said that the Cats were the nicest 
ledge the ground and andmostpoliteteamintheconfer­
According to Barnes she S81d It ence. That is something for this 
was one of the events they always team to be proud of because of 
talked about before a game. they're representing the school in 

Maybe the season dido 't go as 
well as the team wanted it to but 
there's always next year to look 
forward to and the memories to 
look back on. 

The season was not all bad for 
some of the members of the team 
who were awarded with individual 
honors. Senior Michelle 
Rapinchuk. juniors Amanda and 
MelissaPetrowich,andsophomore 
Kelly Y ednock received Honor­
able Mention All-Conference. 

Rapinchuk offered this about 
their season, "We improved indi­
vidually,· but we just didn't im­
prove as a team." This will be the 
end for seniors suchasRapinchuk, 
but the younger talent such as the 
Petrowich sisters and Y ednock, 
coming up should be much better 
in the next few seasons learning 
from past experiences. 

Check out your Wildcat winter sports 
schedule during the month of November 

Girls Basketball 
Wednesday Nov. 15 vs. Plainfield (away)@ 7:00 

Nov. 17-18, 22, 25-26 Lyons Township Tournament 

Boys Basketball . 
Nov. 21, 24, and 25 Oswego Tip-Off Classic 
Friday Nov. 29 vs. St. Francis (away)@ 7:30 

Wrestling 
Tuesday Nov. 21 vs. West Aurora (away)@ 6:00 

Saturday Nov. 25 Wildcat Invitational (home)@ 10:00 
Tuesday Nov.28 vs. Batavia (home)@ 7:30 

Boys Swimming 
Sorr)', nothing's going on until December . 
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Knocked out until next year 
Wildcats lose in second round of Regional play . They're back! 

By Steve Beremey 

The boys soccer team ended the 
season with a loss. but that is not 
reflective of the kind of season 
they had. 

The last game of the season was 
played against Glenbard West in 
which the Cats lost 2-0. That 
game gave them a second place 
finish in Regionals. 

Regionals began on October 21 
against a school that is only a few 
miles awtiy. yet aren't part of our 
Conference. Wheaton Academy. 
That game turned out to be the last 
win for the team as junior Chris 
Payton scored two goals and se­
nior Joe S~iley added a goal of 
his own for a 3-0 victory. 

In the preceding DVC Tourna­
ment. the Cats didn't do as well 

as they hoped fmishing with a 
flfth place showing. With the stiff 
competition in the conference. the 
fmish was understandable as they 
ended up where they were pre­
dicted to end~ 

Besides the team doing welllhis 
season, there were several players 
who received additional praise f<V 
their play on the field. 

Senior goalkeeper Rafael 
Pasillas was honored with a selec­
tion to All-Conference and All­
Sectional. The same goes for 
junior forward Roberto Martinez. 
Two players were awarded with 
All-Conference,seniormidfielder 
Eddie Acosta and senior fullback 
Nick Spalo who was also given 

Honorable mention for AU-Sec­
tional. 

Two seniors. forward Dietrich 
Rudolph who had a quick start to 
the season with his goal produc­
tion. and fullback Joe Paver were 
given Honorable mention for All­
Conference. 

Payton summed up the season 
when he stated, "We had all of the 
pieces. but we couldn't put them 
together." 

There are plans for the future for 
this group of guys. They are play­
ing indoor soccer in the off-sea­
son at Glen-Ayre on North Ave. 
for additional practice and also 
for fun. If you would like to show 
your Wildcatsupport,come watch 
them play on Thursday nights. 

The girl's basketball team is shooting . 
for a DVC title 

By Elizabeth Feltes 

Coming off the first Regional 
championship since 1989 and a 
terrific season, the Lady Wildcat 
Basketball team is ready to go. 

This season the Wildcats are 
thankful for the experience they 
have. They lost five of their 11 
varsity members, including All­
Conference Robin Westrom, but 
of the remaining six. five have 
had significant time on the court. 
Returning will be seniors Mich­
elle Rapinchuk, Ellen Gernand, 
Jenny Wagenaar and juniors Sarah 
McQueen. Missy Buenz. and 
Natalie Fijalkowski. 

While size is no tone of the Cats 
greatest assets, they will be con­
centrating on the speed they have. 

Coach Kim Wallner, "Hopefully 
we'll catch a lot of team • s off­
guard and create some easy bas­
kets for ourselves." 

Tough opponents this year will 
be the very large Naperville North 
and Wheaton Warrenville South. 

But the Lady Wildcats are keep­
ing a positive attitude. 

Wallner stated, ''We definitely 
want to go farther in the state 
tournament and place first in the 
DVC." 

And tlie team itself is excited. 
"I think we have the power to win 
the DVC," said McQueen, "It's 
not only a goal for the year. but an 
expectation." 

Addition added to Poms preformances 
"We are going to try and run a 

very quick pressure defense," said 

Other members of the Varsity 
team consists of senior Kiley 
Long. junior Angela Barnes, and 
sophomore Leslie Harlson. 

By Hannah Kenny 

This year the We-Go poms 
squad have added another addi­
tion to their performance sched­
ule, they have decided to cheer at 
the girl's basketball games to pro­
mote school spirit. 

Captains Bridget Horgan and 
Christen Hansen-Porayko came 
up with the idea and then pre­
sentedittothesquad Othermem­
bers of the squad were supportive 
of the idea and willing to go along 
with it. 

''The girls basketball team 
needs more support than just par­
ents. The girls basketball team is 
one of the best in the school," 
Horgan said, "they deserve as 
much support as they can get. The 
girls work as just as hard as the 
guys do, and should receive as 
much recognition as the guy's 
teams." 

Even if it means more work for 

the poms, the squad is willing to 
put in the extra time and commit­
ment "If that's what it takes, 
we ·u pull it off," says sophomore 
Liz Edwards. Some of their rou­
tines will be the same if they have 
a tight schedule, but they will tty 
to vary them for each game. 

During the summer the poms 
attended a competition camp. All 
through the summer they prac­
ticed every day during the week 
for a number of hours to prepare 
for the routines they planned to 
preform. 

.They placed first in the skills 
routine, second in the senior kick 
line, second in Originality and 
broughthometheSunshineAward 
(an award presented to the squad 
who had the most spirit) This 
gave the squad an invitation to the 
1995 Midwest Invitational where 
they placed in the top 10 for their 

prop routine. 
.. We had a really good year this 

year. We practiced all summ« 
long for 5-6 hours a day, but in the 
end it all paid off," says Horgan. 
Over all, they received fU'St in 
their division, 1995-96 Class A 
Grand Champions, and Horgan 
and Patience Tannebaum were 
named totheAil-StarTeam. And 
to top it all off. many friendships 
were made. 

This year the poms performed 
at soccer and football games. and 
will be preforming during half 
time at the boys and girls basket­
ball games. They hope to be go­
ing on to a few more competitions 
in February and March. 

After this year, there will be 13 
seniors leaving. opening up 13 
new places for squad members. 
Tryouts will be in the spring. 

Hopes high for swim team going 
into Sectionals 

By Trncy Morris 

It's what they worked for all 
year. It's every team member's 
common goal. Swimming quali­
fyingtimesatsectionalsandmak- . 
ing their way to state competition 
is what it's all about for the 
Ladycat swimmers, and the time 
has arrived! 

This month, the girl's swim team 
will put forth their best effort in 
order to make their mark at state. 

The Ladycats have until Satur­
day, November 11, to prepare 
themselves for sectionals. The 
200 freestyle and 200 medley re­
lay teams are hoping to make the 
state cut time. They have swam a 
time that makes the cut this year, 
but it is necessary to do it at the 
one sectional meet. 

Coach Dan Johnson usually 

knows by October who is going to 
be able to make sectionals. but he 
has held off until now due to inju­
ries and sickness. Senior Meghan 
Hadzima explains, "Everyone is 
either sick or hurt, so we·~ just 
trying to piece it all together." 

At this point, senior Tawney 
Larm is expected to make state to 
compete in the breaststroke. State 
events take place the weekend 
after sectionals November 17 and 
18. 

The Cats had their Senior Par­
ent Night meet on November 1. 
West Chicago, Dekalb, and Ro­
sary competed at We-Go's last 
home meet of the season. All 
three Wildcatlevels, Varsity,JV1, 
and JV2, finished with second 
place fmishes, as Rosary came 
out on to in all levels. 

Now that your season is over what are you gonna do now? 

Wrestle," -Miguel Silva (soccer) 
'Play club yolleyball and play basketball with Lavonne Harvard,"-Kelly Kaylor (volleyball) 
'Play indoor soccer and work more."-Ntck Spalo (soccer) 
'Maybe wrestle or get ajob,"-Andy Al1niz (football) 
'I don't care,"-Dave Spohn (football) 
'I'm looking forward to attending the exciting basketball games."-Matt Belokin (fan) 

he funniest thing that has happen this season ... 

The Jimmy thing,"-Bret Mackert (football) 
'Mavrick swimming in the pond at Chad Perry's house."-Tony Berg (football) 

L.-.-...;;...;;... ______ ..J,Pulling Patience off the bed at camp,"-Mary Stuart (poms) 
"Katie Leitherer running and falling after our team. scored a touchdown,"-Brenda Miller 

(cheerleading) 
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