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Volleyball
season all but

By Kristi Ault

The boy’s volleyball season is coming
to an end, closing their second season in
the D.V.C.

Their record going into their last three
games is 4-24, with their wins over
IM.S.A. and Aurora Christian. In their
final games, they lost to Naperville North
for senior parent night, and faced Aurora
Christian at sectionals.

The Wildcats placed fifth in confer-
ence, which meets coach Kristi Hasty's
previous goal.

“We have improved immensely, and in
a couple of years, we will be competi-
tive.” Hasty went on to say that “we’re
not tall, so it’s hard to be competitive.”
Hasty is looking to recruit basketball
players for the 1996 season.

Junior Varsity competed against
Naperville North, and came back to take
the second game 15-6. The Wildcats lost
the first game 5-15. They finished aclose
third match by losing 10-15.

This year’s Junior Varsity team,
coached by Stacey Anderson, holds po-
tential with five sophomores and six
freshman. Captain Ryan Acker and Jai
Hartigan have carried the team this sea-
son, and hope to lead them next season.

1 Varsity will los¢ some key seniors this
year, but next year’s team will be more
experienced. Next season will be the
third season for the program, and will be
returning many three year players.

spiked!

Senior Brent Busse makes his predic-
tions for next years team by saying “they
will be a major force in the D.V.C. next
year.”

All talent, experience, and height set
aside, this team hustles. J.V. is a quick
transition team, allowing them to play
difficult balls. Starters Chris Pheneger
and Nick Barton have made many break-
neck saves. Barton contorting his body
to set a tight ball into the net cleanly, and
Pheneger plunging to the floor to play up
a tip.

Acker, Hartigan, and Peter Grant have
strong swings, and can put up a good
block.

Anderson remarked that her team has
improved in many areas, but most im-
proved is “their knowledge of the game
overall.”

Next season looks good for the Wild-
cats with over half of their players
returning, including both Varsity cap-
tains, junior Dustin Schultze and sopho-
more Ed Gomez. Hasty is looking for
new talentamong next year’s classes, and
has a vigorous training program sched-
uled for the off season including summer
camp, lifﬁng, aﬂd cmditbning.

At senior parent night, with the close of
the season, Hasty announced to everyone
to “keep the faith.” Hasty says that these
are the toughest years, and it will be
“easier now in the next coming years.”

Tennis team
serving up ace

Strong doubles play has been the key for the
tennis team this year

By Matt Wehling

The We-Go tennis team is ready o
complete the season and some are ready
to head to state for further competition.

One of this years high points of the
team was the play of both Mike Leck and
Matt Bowne. These two have played a
few matches as first doubles and most of
the season on second doubles. These two
have come alongand had arespectabie 9-
6 season before entering the sectionals
competition.

The firsi doubles team that has also
played well is the team of senior Jeff
Sterling and senior Joe Madden. The two
are the best tennis players on the team,
according to coach Sione Moeaki, and
have teamed up together to test their
strength in the DVC. The two have also
had a winning record of 12-5.

Moeaki commented on the season by
saying, “We've done OK. I wish we
could have done a little better in some of
the matches and we ended up with a 6-11
team record.” He is hoping that some of
his players will play well in the sectionals
competition and then advance to state.

Coach Moeaki said, *“Our first, second,
and third doubles have all played well
and come through. I'm hoping our first
and second doubles can make it to state.”

Moeaki said, “Singles play has really
hurt us this year. My first singles player
should be (seated) at third or forth, but I
had to move everyone up so it hurts the
team.” This referring that his first singles
player should be matched up against the
other teams third or forth player. He said
that the singles have a lack of experience
and that some better off-season work
would have helped.

On the junior varsity scene, Coach
Moeaki said that the team played fairly
well, He said that he was pleased with
the play of Tim Martin, Jason Kneel, and
Kirk Johnson. He said that he looks for
some of these players (o step up next
year.

Moeaki stressed the importance of the
off-season. He said, “T hope some of the
players play over the summer in lessons
and tournaments, instead of hanging up
the racket over the summer.” He said

+. that he will be running a tennis program

over the summer for the West Chicago
Park District so he can help his players
out as much as possible.

The future looks bright because Leck
and Bowne will be returning next year,
and likley take the first doubles spot.

The Down-

A Ladycat

ward Spiral 1ook-back

By Jeff Hadzima

The Wildcat baseball team has had a
streak going.

Unfortunately it has been a losing
streak, and it has reached 16 games as of
May 22nd.

Playing in the DVC has not helped the
Wildcats. With teams like 5th ranked
Naperville North or highly regarded
Glenbard North in your conference, your
record is difficult to improve. The catch
is that the Wildcats have played
Glenbard North tough in both their meet-
ings, and has stuck with teams like
Naperville Central and Glenbard East.

The Wildcats won their first DVC
game against the Wheaton Warrenville
South Tigers, but they have not won a
game since. As the frustrations build, so
has the finger-pointing.

Where is the motivation to win a game
and end the losing streak?

“The West Chicago baseball team will
never have a winning record without new
coaches at the varsity level,” senior out-
fielder Joe Czernik. The frustrations have
hit the entire team. Unfortunately most
have handed the blame to the coaches for
the losing streak, and no one is willing to
accept responsibility.

“After a 16 game losing streak, they
still play favorites and never give any-
one else a chance,” senior second
baseman Chris Jernstad said. The team
feels that with the losing streak, change is
needed to end it. The coaching staff
continués to use the same players, even
though the streak continues.

The players feel  that changes are
needed before their regional meeting.
Many on the team are seniors, and they
feel their last game may be near.
Without these changes, their season may

beall but history.

By Stacy Shannon

The girls soccer season  draws to a
close with a record of 5-10-1. It hasn‘t
gone all according to plan, but every
team has their setbacks.

A pastissue of The West Chicago Press
quoted coach Antonio DelReal as saying
that the last stretch of games would be
easy one, and the challenging games
were past. It didn’t entirely work out that
way.

They had a few tough losses to Fenton,
Glenbard East, West Aurora, and Wheaton
North. At press time they were playing
one of their last games.

The Ladycats ended up having better
luck earlier in the season, especially be-
fore goalkeeper Kim Hack injured her
foot. They had a slow start, then had
good streak, had their share of injuries,
but unfortunately faltered in the end.

Remember, they did have great perfor-
mances  against Naperville North (a
strong defensive stand that led to a 1-0
loss to a superb team), and the Elgin and
Streamwood offensive blow-outs. The
memories are there, only not a very
strong record to show it.

Despite losing departing seniors Hack,
Christina Nimmo, Becky Szesny, Tavia
Tawney, and Josie Montalvo, the future
isn’t entirely bleak.

Besides returners Kathy Nimmo and
Katy Madden, the team is set for the
future with numerous freshmen starters
this year. In the future they should be
ahead, experienced, and wise.

So, of course the nextfew years will
be challenging, and they still have toplay
the Naperville teams, but we can’t lose
forever, and the Wildcats will have their
“moment in the sun”, The sun shines
bright on future Ladycat soccer teams.
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With pride and teamwork, the
Wildcatsclinched the DVCtitle for
the first time in three years..

The Cats finished first round of
conference play with a 6-1 record
and finished with a 4-3 record the
second round.

Despite their losses to Wheaton
Warrenville South, Naperville
North,and GlenbardNorth the Cats
managed to hang on to their first
place slot.

“We surprised the rest of the
DVC by winning the conference,”
second baseman Candy Gallagher
said, “I think people expected
Glenbard North to win this year.”

This was a major accomplish-
ment for a team that was not ex-
pected to go any where in the con-
ference.

“It’s pretty cool that we won the
conference this year because it
marks the 20th anniversary of the

Girls track take
two to state

By Blanca Rios

At Saturday's meet in Elgin May
13, Junior Jill Branner and Senior
Dee Dee Judson showed their tal-
ent by over qualifying for state.

Branner ran the 800 meter dashin
2:19.4. The required time for state
was 2:21.8. Branner also ran the
1600 meter in 5:18.3, beating the
required time of 5:22.

Judson the other state qualifier
threw 40ft over exceeding the re-
quired throw of 37ft.

Both Judson and Branner are ex-
cited about state. “I hope to do my
best at state and break my personal
bestlikeIdid lastyear,” said Judson.

State was held at Eastern lllinois
University in Charleston Illinois
on Friday and Saturday May 19
and 20th.

“The season had its good and bad
points,” said coach Wilbur Walters.
He followed by saying there were a
lotof young people on the team that
made winning more important.

Walters feels performing tothe best
of ones ability is more important.

It was good year because West
Chicago dominated in the shot put
event just about every meet. It was
also a good year due to many tal-
ented performers.

Now that the season is over for
the rest of the team, it is time to
look in to next year.

Branner feels there are a lot of
freshman and they will improve for
next year.

Judson feels that they had a small
team with talent like always, and
hopefully next year more people
will come out for track.

“Next year has a great deal of
potential with strong athletes re-
turning,” coach Carrie Kostro said.
She also added that the seniors will
be missed and they have done a
good job of setting a positive ex-
ample for the younger athletes of
next years team,

Cox shines at
state

By Dan Vock

Alicia Cox did “awesome” the
first day of state badminton com-
petition, she said. She “fizzled” the
next day, but still finished between
eighth and twelfth place in Illinois.

Cox played “among the best
badminton she’sever played,” said
one of her most loyal fans, Albert
Wiggin. “She beat some people I
didn’t think she could’ve beaten,”
he continued.

Cox’s first loss was to a girl from
Downers Grove North, tradition-
ally a strong contender in the sport.
She split the match before her
eventual loss.

Wiggin attributes Cox’s losses
mainly to fatigue. “She played
three exhausting games on Friday
both emotionally and physically
added to an hour and a half car ride
to and from Evanston. That’s ex-
hausting.” :

She was seeded between fifth and
eighth going into the tournament in
Evanston.

The state champion Liz Meloy
hailed from Evanston. According
to Wiggin, “Thatkidis good. She’
got it all, both form and flair...I
don’t think she had much competi-
tion until the finals.”

Many other members of her team
came close to advancing, but Cox
was the only Lady Cat to qualify
for state competition.

Kathy York and Amanda
Schmezis lost after splitting their
last match. They led by a comfort-
able margin before suffering from
acomeback by the other team, -

Junior Stephanie Marine’s big-
gest problem according to Wiggin,
was that “she has good shots—a
good slam—but she gets down on
herself. She lost to some people
she shouldn’t have lost to.”

Cox’s teammates still made it out
to Evanston to support their com-
rade. Kolodik, Schmezis, Marine,

Horsley, Wiggin, and Cox’s par-
ents all found Evanston to support
Cox.

first time West Chicago’s softball
team ever wonconference,” catcher
Katie Leitherer said.

This softball team never gave up
on each other if things weren’t go-
ing the way they wanted it to which
is probably a big part to their suc-
cess this season.

“Our team learned to put differ-
ences aside and play as a team
which is why we were so success-
ful,” Jenny Cavaliere-Coleman
said.

Defense was also a big part of
their success, head coach Jim
Schaudt once said, “When we play
defense we win, if we decide not to
play defense we lose.”

The Wildcats are seeded second
in their regional, seeded first is
West Aurorato whom the Wildcats
metinadoubleheader May 6 where
they split the two games.

“We never got the credit that we
deserve because the top six teams

Wildcats DVC champs!

in our regional were expected to
win. We are seeded second, so
again our ability to play with these
teams is questionable,” Leitherer
said.

'I‘heledcatsbegnmhelrreglmal
play yesterday May 25 against the
winner of the Batavia/Geneva
game. If We-Go wins that game
they will face either Naperville
North or Rosary.

Hackysack, what's so blg about

By Jennifer Wagenaar

A sport that is becoming very
popular among the students at
West Chicago is one that is
combined with skills of the eyes
and feet and is played with a
small bean bag like ball called the
hackysack.

You’ve probably noticed the
guys and even some girls playing
during your unscheduled or lunch
period in the Pit or outside on the
campus grounds, but what is so
big about hackysack?

“It’s not too active of a game,
you don’t have to run around too
much and at the same time it’s
challenging,” sophomore Jason
Schroeder said.

The object of hackysack is to
keep the ball from hitting the
ground using only the feet and
other body parts except the hands
which is basically the only rule
that applies to the game.

it?

Being able to use the feet well to
keep the ball going is a huge part
of the game, if your can’t use you
feet you probably can’t play be-
cause a majority of the game is
played with the feet.

There are a number of moves
used to keep the hackysack
going, the best looking one is
called a jester but it is also the
hardest to perfect. Other moves
are the the neck stall, hat stall,
foot stall, knee stall, crotch stall,
basically any move with the feet
and other body parts that can
keep the hackyscak going.

There are many different kinds
of hackyscak balls to choose
from. “The best hackysack to
play with, I think, is called a
Guatemala Hand Made Sack
With Large Beans,” sophomore
Peter Dziedzic said. He also said
that a good hackysack will
probably cost around ten dollars.

The hackysack students spend
most of their unscheduled and
lunch time playing the game.
There are a few games other than
juggling where the object is to
pass back and forth to one
another. Kill is a game that is
played, and in this game each
person has to hit the hackysack
twice and then try to hit someone
with it. Pass Kill, in this game
each person again has to hit the
ball twice then pass it on to
someone and if they don’t save it,
they’re out.

Some tips when playing
hackysack: “Never wear anything
bright or outstanding because ev-
eryone playing will want to go for
you,” Dziedzic said, “playing with
a lot of people will make it the
games easier and wearing shorts
will make it easier for you to play,
and never serve the hackysack to
yomelf 7

A fun kind of fund

By Dan Dibblé

On Sunday, May 7th, the junior
class held the 1st Annual Wildcat
Classic. It started at 10:00 am and
ended with the championship game
ending around 1:00 in the after-
noon.

Most of teams were very good
and the competition was high. The

ralser

In between the semi-final games,
the three point contest took place.
Itfeatured terrible shooting. Assis-
tant Principle John Highland won
the contest by hitting six shots,
proving that the shooting was bad.
Freshman Justin Coletti, finished
second by hitting five. Three oth-

The game was a game for only
about five points, then Bowen’s
team pulled away for good. Leav-
ing Dibble’s team, the #1 seed in
the toumament, in second place.

The team of Logan, junior Jose
Munoz, senior Luis Gonzalez, and
senior Ramon Nieto, won the con-
solation bracket.

idea of the tournament was toraise  ers finished with four; junior Jer-
money for prom. It cost twenty emy Logan, junior Ryan Saul,and  “It was fun to watch. It was
dollars to enter a four-man team in  senior Jerry Planek. cool,” said senior Joe Czemnik.
the tournament. And it cost two  Thechampionshipgame featured ~ On the other hand, some people
dollars to enter the three pointcon- the team of junior Brian Bowen, like junior Tony Berg, got really
test. junior Eric Hall, Saul, and Planek, mad just becaus; their team got
“It was great for the school toget and the team of senior Dan Dibble,  killed in the semi-finals.
the faculty and studentsinvolvedin -senior Mario Gentry, sophomore ~ “We got cheated,” said Berg, af-
something besides discipline and Eric Daniel, and sophomore Jeff ter being beaten by ascore of 11 to
teaching,” Para-pro, Paul Godinho  Weber. S
said about the tournament.
INTERESTED IN
SPORTS MEDICINE?
Become a student athletic trainer
and join
We-Go's winning sports medicine
team
For information on how to
p : become a student athletic trainer
or attend the student trainer
ATHLETIC g TRAINING
workshop, stop by the We-Go
training room and see Mike K.
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