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Searching for consistancy 
The Wildcat baseball team and their up and down baseball 

season 
By Jeff Hadzima 

The weather hasn't slowed 
down the Wildcat baseball team, 
but inconsistency has. 

It is too early to tell, but the 
ups and downs the Wildcats have 
experienced might be an indica­
tionofhowtherestoftheseason 
will go. In a rain plagued early 
season, the Wildcats were forced 
to'hide under umbrellas for their 
DVC opener against Naperville 
North. 

This forced the Wheaton 
North Falcons to become the 
Wildcats first opponent, and the 
first game jitters were apparent 
16 strikeouts for the Wildcats 
was the deciding factor in this 
game, and the game wasn't 
much prettier for the Falcons. 
This pitching duel ended in a 1-
0loss,andthekeyfactorseemed 
to be nervousness. 

This all changed for the 
Wildcats in their second game 
against the Wheaton­
Warrenville South Tigers. Per­
fect execution and smart base­
ball lead the Wildcats to their 
frrstDVC win of the season, but 
it wasn't easy. Junior catcher 
Ryan Saul laid down a perfect 
suicide squeeze · bunt, and this 
scored the go-ahead run. The 
final!mrewas5-4,andthe Wild­
cats had gotten over the hump. 
Past Wildcat teams have had 
problems with the Tigers, but · 
that was history. 

Thencamearchrival Glenbard 
North, and the Wildcats had their 
hottest pitcher, junior Brian 
Bowenonthemound TheWild­
cats wasted no time, and scored 
a run in the first when the 

Glenbard North pitcher balked, 
allowing junior Kevin Griffey 
to score from third. That was all 
the scoring for the Wildcats. 
Bowen continued his magic, 
throwing a shutout until the 
flfth inning. That was when the 
Panther bats struck. Bowen 
began to tire, and the Panthers 
fmally began to hit. A two-run 
ftfth inning was all the Panthers 
needed, even after a strong sev­
enth inning rally by Wildcats. 

A strong perfonnance was put 
on by senior Giovanni Arroyo, 
who hit three singles. Griffey, 
Saul, and junior Eric Hall also 
singled. 
"I was really psyched to play 

against most of my old team­
mates, so the pressure helped . 
me do better," Arroyo said. 

The following day, the Wild- a 5-2 lead. The Wildcats 
cats traveled to Naperville to bounced back in the flfth when 
face the Naperville North Hus- they scored three runs to tie the 
kies. The Wildcats did not wear game. The inning was sparked 
out their welcome, and let Hus- by Juan Figueroa's RBI double 
kies destroy them. Senior to center. Senior Tim Landis 
Owain Price and junior Steve andsophomoreJimRichardson 
Porubcansky were shelled the also picked up RBI's. 
entire game by the Huskie bats, Unfortunately the Wildcats 
and the fmal was a 14-1 slaugh- could not pull the game out, 
terrule. Adeflnitelackofdesire and ended up giving up two 
lirigered over the Wildcats. runs in the seventh: The 
. On Saturday Apri122nd, they Wildcats could not rebound 
faced the Glenbard South Raid- from their disappointing sev-
ers, and a win was needed to enth inning, and the 
stay in the DVC race. After a ended in a 7-5 defeal The 
two-run first, things looked good Wildcats moved to 1-3 in the 
for the Wildcats. Starting pitcher DVC. 
Tim Landis cruised until the The Wildcats have a double-
fourth inning, when the Raiders header this Saturday against 
showed their flrst sign of life. Naperville North. The games 
They scored five runs, and took are at home and begin at 11:00 

Lady Cats on the prowl Of happy feats ana hard-
Bystacyshannon fought defeats 

The girls varsity soccer team but they never gave up. Tavia By Dan Vock 
was off to a disappointing start Tawney and Missy Buenz each 
this season, but things have be- put in good performances on 
gun to turn around for the Lady defense. 
Cats. April 18th, Hack was a major 

Startingearlywithfivelosses factor in the team's victory 
andonetieontheirrecord,things against Elgin. Hack had an as-
were looking bleak for the sea- sist on a goal by junior Lisa 
son ahead. Although the team is Coleman, scored on a penalty 
still searching for their first con- kick, and scored once again. 
ference win, the future is look- Both of her goals came in the 
ing a little brighter. second half. Elgin scored only 

In a non-conference game on twice. Schlenger had eight 
April22nd, injuries meant sac- saves. 
rifices, and sacrifices meant a At the beginning of the sea-
victory. Christina Nimmo left son, the Lady Cats had a few 
the game at the end of the flrst frustrating losses against 
half with an ankle injury, and Wheaton Christian and 
her sister Kathy Nimmo had her Glenbard North. Their game on 
knee looked at by the trainer AprillOthversusGlenbardWest 
during the game. Hill toppers was canceled due to 

The Bolingbrook Raiders the weather, and another loss to 
looked like an equally matched the Batavia Bulldogs. April 15th 
team, however their offense broughton a win at home against 
couldn't pull through for them. Streamwood. 
The Lady Cat defense was too Although a non-conference 
much for the weak Raider of- win, Streamwood was a big 
fense, so the Lady Cats took the move for the team. "We feel 
game 1-0. In the first half, that the team confidence level is 
senior Kim Hack was goal- up." co-captain Nimmo said. 
keeper. Hack had 5 saves, while The team as whole has it's 
freshman Beth Schlenger had good and bad days, but there is 
1x saves in the second half. still room for improvement. 

Lady Cat defense dominated "We have to work on paying 
the second half, and offense fi- attention more. Especially after 
nally its stride. Esther the other team scores, we tend to 
Gonzales scored off a rebounded get discouraged." senior Becky 
shot taken by Hack. Szesny said. Hack feels that 

TheLadyCatssufferedatough they need to work more as a 
loss to arch-rivals Naperville team, and their passing is a little 
North April 20th. The score 1- rusty. 

. 0, was the product of a strong Nimmo and Hack, as the team 
defensive stand Other teams captains have established them-
have been demolished by the selves as leaders, setting an ex-
Huskies. Both teams were ample to the five freshman and 
scoreless in the first half of four sophomores gracing the 
play. ItmayhavebeentheLady ranksofvarsity. However, with 
Cat defenses finnest hour. coach Julio DelReal starting 

Early in the second half, younger players, that leaves 
Huskie Heather Ory scored to some more experienced players 
get her team on the board. The sitting the bench most of the 
Wildcat defense looked sedate, game. 
and We-Go had few scoring op- Varsity's next home games 
·portunities. TheLadyCatswere will be May 6th against Fenton 
out- hustled the entire game, 

After a clear loss to Wheaton­
Warrenville South, varsity bad­
minton coach Lavora Singleton 
encouraged the team by remind­
ing them that the true goal was 
to play well, not necessarily to 
win. She reminded the Lady 
Cats that they handed the de­
fending state champions four 
losses, as opposed to only one 
last year. 

Improvement has been the key 
for Lady Cats. 

In the last home meet of the 
season, the varsity squad put on 
a show that ranged from inspir­
ing to frustrating. 

Alicia Cox smeared her oppo­
nent in singles competition, and 
Amanda Schmezis mustered up 
an impressive comeback, but the 
Lady Cats still fell short 7-8 
against the Glenbard South 
Raiders. 

The top two doubles both spljt 
their matches. Cox and 
Stephanie Marine regrouped af­
ter a loss in the second game and 

beat their opponents 15-8. Krista 
Oleksiak and Michelle Kolodik 
weren't so fortunate. They lost 
in a close game 12-15. 

With theendoftheseasonclose 
at hand, the team started to look 
forward to the DVC Invitational 
(which started yesterday, contin­
ues today at 5:00p.m. and con­
tinues tomorrow at 10:00 a.m. at 
Glenbard South). 

Cox held up one fmger and 
said, "This is what I'm going for. 
I was it sophomore year, was 
placed that last year (but got sec­
ond), and I'm going for it again 
this year." As for the rest of the 
team, "We'llhavehaveaspieling 
good time," she said. 

To place third, as the Varsity 
originally set out to do, would 
mean the Lady Cats would have 
to beat out one of the Napervilles 
or Wheaton Warrenville South. 
Singleton predicts that West Chi­
cago, Glenbard North, and 
Glenbard South will all be vying 
for the fourth place si>ot 

Singleton believes (and 
hopes) that West Chicago will 
do very well in state competi­
tion. "We're a meat and pota­
toes kind of team, •• she said, 
"we focus on the basic skills." 
She noted that the aeam, while 
containing many young play­
ers (including four sophomores 
and one junior), is in excellent 
shape. 

"This is one of the youngest, 
most successful teams we've 
had," she said. Especially note­
worthy is the great individual 
perfonnances which have lifted 
the teaiil for many of its victo­
ries. "Singles have never been 
the stronger part [of the aeam] ," 
she said. 

To prepare the team for sec­
tional competition at DeKalb 
on May 5, the varsity will play 
in the same teams as they will 
for state. The team is in excel­
lent shape physically for post­
season play and the next week 

. will focus on preparing the play-
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Wildcats defensive play put pressure on D V C teams 
By Jennifer Wagenaar 

The Wildcats have begun their 
season with an ultimate goal of be­
come conference champs, but with 
the loss to Glenbard South (in the 
ftrStconference gameofthe season) 
the Cats now must play every game 
to win and that is exactly what they 
did when they met up with Wheaton 
North. 

We-Go defeated the Falcons last 
Wednesday (April 19) 5-4, giving 
the Wildcats a record of 1-1 in the 
conference. . Otronicle pwt.o by Jemtifer Wagenaar 

Up until the bottom of the fourth Candy .Gallagher adds to the. Wildcats defence as she throws the ball to Susie 
inning West Chicago trailed Koclmiarczyk for an out. 
Wheaton North 4-1 when catcher . . 
Katie Leitherer hit a double bring- .Inthes~th,leftfielder!'ileyLong 
ing in two runs, leaving the Cats hit. a ~n?ce ~d put. nght fi~~der 
trailing by one. ~stin Dieter m sconng pos1~on. 

In the fifth inning, shortstop Ellyn ~~g~t aCf:er, Gemand flew out bnng­
Gernand bunted and beat it out for a mg m Dieter to take the lead of the 
safe hit. Then second baseman game 54· . 
Candy Gallagher hit a sacrifice, The Cats wen~ 0~ a defenstve ~ 
advancing Geniand to scoring posi- after the fourth m~mg never letting 
tion for We-Go. th~ Falcons back mto the g~e. 

Center fielder Karissa Saville an- Defense was the key to this game 
red th all h . . andweprovedthaL Whenweplayed 

swe e c w en she h1t a lme Gl bard S th didn' ha th 
drive into center filed bringing in en ou we t ve e 
Gemand and tying up the game 44. defense we had today and that made 

the difference in winning," head 
coach Jim Schaudt said. 

Tracy Morris pitched for the Cats 
and had three easy innings follow­
ing the fourth. 

..She throws strikes,haS good con­
trol, and a natural low ball which is 
hard for good hitters to hit. She 
could have . fallen apart today but 
she dido 't," Schaudt said. 

Morris pitched well that day and 
~se balls that were hit were easy 
enough for the in fielders and out 
fielders to play defense. 

Tennis team tries to avoid any· faults 
By Matt Wehling 

Mter losing more experienced 
players, the tennis team must re­
bound and look for leadership in 
this coming year from some se­
niors. 

Mter a decent perfonnance last 
year from Jeff Sterling, the team is 
looking to him for leadership. For 
now, Sterling will concentrate on 
single matches and then center on 
doubles toward the end of the sea­
son. 

Another player that will add some 
strength to the team will be senior 
Joel Madden. Madden, like Ster­
ling, is coming off a strong season 
and hopes to perform even better 
this year. Madden is also a singles 
player and wilJ look to be either first 

orsecondsingl~thisyear. Madden 
will also play doubles matches to­
wards the end of the year. 

Sterling likes the idea of both him 
and Madden playing doubles. "I 
really like our chances. I think we 
have a really good shot at making it 
to state this year," he said. 

Coach of the tennis team, Sione 
Moeaki, said that Sterling and Mad­
den will both participate in doubles 
play later on in the year. He de­
scribed the two by saying, •'Those 
arethetoptwoplayersontheteam." 
He said as far as expectations go, 
.. I'm expecting them them to qualify 
for state fmals." 

Sterling commented on expecta­
tions concerning his doubles team 

by saying, "I would rWJ.y be disap­
pointed if we dido 'tmake it to state." 

As far as the doubles are con­
cemed.junior Mike Leek and sopho­
more Matt Bowne will most likely 
play fust doubles for the time being. 
•'This team will be first and some­
times play second doubles," Moeaki 
said. . 

Coach Moeaki also said he was 
looking for players · like Andy 
Dvorak. Brett Stark, and Chris 
Brown to have strong seasons. He 
also said there are some g~ play­
ers on the mise with players like 
Kirk Johnson, Nate Estlund, and 
Brandon Beiderman. 

Rain rain go .. away 
By Blanca Rios 

Spring is here ·and the girls are 
ready for outdoor track, but the min 
isn't waiting. 

The outdoor season has gotten off 
to a very slow start, with weather,­
trips, injuries, and other time con­
flicting obstacles. 

The weather is not helping at all. 
Tuesday April 18th's meet at. 
GlenbardEastincluded strong gusts 
of wind, rain, and hail. 

As for injuries, one of the top 
throwers Senior Dee Judson, has a 
back in jury and at this point, there is 
no telling when she will be back. 

Despite all the problems, there are 
some new runners for the outdoor 
season. The new face of Senior 
Robin Westrom has joined the team 
as a sprinter, Tawney Lann is back, 
freshman Kelly Boyle is back after 

being injured, and junior Leslie 
Kurzawa has joined for the new 
outdoor season. · 

Coach Carrie KostrQ said that be­
cause of all the restraining prob­
lems the team has not reached their 
full potential. 

The Kurtz Classic Invitational at 
Fenton was. a great success, when 
the Girls Track team placed 3rd out 
eight teams. 3rd was very good 
Considering they were missing some 
of their top runners. 

Coach Wilbur Walters feels there 
is a bigger varsity team this year, 
with more experience. 

The top sprinters are senior An­
drea Ohins and again Nussbaum. 

The top relay team is juniors Mich­
elle Rapinchuk, Lann, Sara Toney, 
and senior Mary Merrick. 

Sutenbachisoneofthetopthrowers 
and Judson is the reigning shot put 
champion in the conference from 
last year. 

Branner is the top runner in any­
thing from 400-3200, and consis­
tently wins the 2 mile run. 

Garcia is also a top performer in 
the long jump and high jump .who 
consistently jumps 5' in the high 
jump. 

State is coming sooner then you 
think and some potential state com­
petitors will be Branner and Judson, 
if she recovers from he injury. 

Kostro feels that for years to come 
alotofthe youngerperfonners have. 
a sttong potential to be much &etter. 

We-Goclosedthegamein the top Chicago'srecord of2-l in the con­
oftheseventh inning when Wheaton ference. 
North's player rounded second and "This was an exciting game be­
tried for third. The Cats quickly cause we weren't expected to win, 
~cted by getting her into a run- they were. They were ranked in the 
down situation and allowing top ten by the Daily Herald and we 
Ekstrom to tag her out on her way to beat them," Leitherer said. 
third. The Cats also beat 

With theircon- Wheaton Warrenville 
fidence high the South, Monday April 
Cats once again 24, with an easy vic-
made a step to- tory of 7-2. 
wards the DVC Savillehadatriplein 
title when they the game along with 
d e f e a t e d Ekstorm and 
Naperville Cen- Kochniarczyk who 
tral (who were each had a double. 
ranked in the top Leitherer and 
ten of the Daily Gemand showed off 
Herald) in extra their defensive skills 
innings 8-6, on when they threw out a 
Friday April 21. Chronicle photo by Jennifer w agenaar girl trying to steal third. 

In the top of the Tracy ~orris ~itches while Susie "A lot people under_ 
seventh the Cats Kocbniarczyk u ready at 1st base estimated us in the be-
battled their way ginning of the season, 
to gained the lead when Leitherer's I think were gonna prove them 
hit brought Saville home. Unfortu- wrong," Kochniarczyk said. 
nately the Red Hawks would an- The Wildcats face Naperville 
swer by tying the game up in the North tonight at Pioneer Park be-
bottom of the seventh. ginning at 4:30p.m. 

We-Go went on a scoring streak • 
in the top of the eighth scoring four 
runs to Central's two in the bottom 
of the eighth increasing West 

West Chicago 
volleyball battles 
for varsity victory 
By: Kristi Ault 

The guys volleyball team has 
gotten off to a slow start, but 
have not lost their optimism. 
The team is 0-2 in conference, 
however, that doesn't fairly re­
flect their play. 

.. The D.V.C. is a tough con­
ference," Coach Kristi Hasty 
commented. ..We are a young 
club. Itusuallytakesaboutthree 
to four years to build a good 
strong program." 

This is only We-Go's second 
year in the program, and We­
Go's first year with coach Kris 
Hasty. Returning senior play­
ersareBrentBusse,JeffNyman, 
and Steve Petusky. Returning 
juniors are Ryan Drake, Kent 
Mohr, Brad Richards, Bill 
Saunders, Jeremy Salutric, and 
Dustin Schultze. 

Two Sophomores new to the 
varsity level are Ed Gomez and 
Rich Standish. 

Schultze has been We-Go's 
strongest passer this season fol­
lowed by Drake who also stands 
out as the teams strongest hitter. 

On Tuesday, April18, We-Go 
broke the school's losing streak 
when they defeated I.M.S.A. 
After losing the ftrSt game, We­
Go came back to take the match 
in three winning 16-14 and 15-
7. 

We-Go has been battling all 
throughout the season, they took 

"We have to remain 
positive and P.atient 
hlqng with continuing 
to tmp,rove to reach our 
goal,' 
Coach Hasty 

·one game from Fenton, losing 
in three, and put up a good fight 
against Wheaton North's block 
of6'3"GriffmSonntagand6'7" 
Chris Puryear. 

Wheaton North is a new team 
this year and have created an 
upset in the D. V .C. by defeating 
Naperville Central for the first 
time. 

Schultze hopes to .. give them 
(Wheaton North) a tough match 
when we play them on our home 
court." · 

Hasty expects her team to keep 
getting stronger and to .keep play­
ing better with each match they 
play. 

"I'd like to fmish other than 
last place in the D.V.C. This is 
a realistic goal considering our 
competition. We have to re­
main positive and patient along 
with continuing to improve to 
reach our goal," Hasty said 
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