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Wildcats defensive play put pressure on DVC teams

By Jennifer Wagenaar

The Wildcats have begun their
season with an ultimate goal of be-
come conference champs, but with
the loss to Glenbard South (in the

firstconference game of the season) =

the Cats now must play every game
to win and that is exactly what they
did when they met up with Wheaton
North.

We-Go defeated the Falcons last
Wednesday (April 19) 54, giving
the Wildcats a record of 1-1 in the
conference.

Up until the bottom of the fourth
inning West Chicago trailed
Wheaton North 4-1 when catcher
Katie Leitherer hit a double bring-
ing in two runs, leaving the Cats
trailing by one. :

In the fifth inning, shortstop Ellyn
Gemand bunted and beat it out for a
safe hit. Then second baseman
Candy Gallagher hit a sacrifice,
advancing Gernand to scoring posi-
tion for We-Go.

Center fielder Karissa Saville an-
swered the call when she hit a line
drive into center filed bringing in
Gemand and tying up the game 4-4.

Inthesixth, left fielderKiley Long
hit a sacrifice and put right fielder
Kristin Dieter in scoring position.
Rightafter, Gernand flew out bring-
ing in Dieter to take the lead of the
game 54.

The Cats went on a defensive run
after the fourth inning never letting
the Falcons back into the game.

“Defense was the key to this game
and we proved that. When we played
Glenbard South we didn’t have the
defense we had today and that made
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Candy Gallagher adds to the Wildcats defence as she throws the ball to Susie
Kochniarczyk for an out.

the difference in winning,” head
coach Jim Schaudt said.

Tracy Morris pitched for the Cats
and had three easy innings follow-
ing the fourth.

“She throws strikes, has good con-
trol, and a natural low ball which is
hard for good hitters to hit. She
could have fallen apart today but
she didn’t,” Schaudt said.

Morris pitched well that day and
those balls that were hit were easy
enough for the in fielders and out
fielders to play defense.

Tennis team tries to avoid any faults

By Matt Wehling

After losing more experienced
players, the tennis team must re-
bound and look for leadership in
this coming year from some se-
niors.

After a decent performance last
year from Jeff Sterling, the team is
looking to him for leadership. For
now, Sterling will concentrate on
single matches and then center on
doubles toward the end of the sea-
son.

Another player that will add some
strength to the team will be senior
Joel Madden. Madden, like Ster-
ling, is coming off a strong season
and hopes to perform even better
this year. Madden is also a singles
player and will look to be either first

orsecondsingles this year. Madden
will also play doubles matches to-
wards the end of the year.

Sterling likes the idea of both him
and Madden playing doubles. I
really like our chances. I think we
have a really good shot at making it
to state this year,” he said.

Coach of the tennis team, Sione
Moeaki, said that Sterling and Mad-
den will both participate in doubles
play later on in the year. He de-
scribed the two by saying, “Those
are the toptwoplayersonthe team.”
He said as far as expectations go,
“I'mexpecting them them to qualify
for state finals.”

Sterling commented on expecta-
tions concerning his doubles team

by saying, “T would really be disap-
pointedif we didn’t makeit to state.”

As far as the doubles are con-
cerned, junior Mike Leck andsopho-
more Matt Bowne will most likely
play first doubles for the time being.
“This team will be first and some-
timesplay second doubles,” Moeaki
said.

Coach Moeaki also said he was
looking for players like Andy
Dvorak, Brett Stark, and Chris
Brown to have strong seasons. He
also said there are some good play-

We-Goclosed the game in the top
of the seventh inning when Wheaton
North’s player rounded second and
tried for third. The Cats quickly

| reacted by getting her into a run-

down situation and allowing
Ekstrom to tag her out on her way to
third.

With theircon-
fidence high the
Cats once again
made a step to-
wards the DVC
title when they
defeated
Naperville Cen-
tral (who were
ranked in the top
ten of the Daily
Herald) in extra
innings 8-6, on

Chicago’s record of 2-1 in the con-

ference.

*“This was an exciting game be-
cause we weren't expected to win,
they were. They were ranked in the
top ten by the Daily Herald and we
beat them,” Leitherer said.

The Cats also beat
Wheaton Warrenville
South, Monday April
24, with an easy vic-
tory of 7-2.

Saville hadatriplein
the game along with
Ekstorm and
Kochniarczyk who
each had a double.

Leitherer and

their defensive skills
- when they threw out a

Friday April 21. ouronicie photo by Jennifer Wagensar girl trying tosteal third.

Inthe topof the Tracy Morris pitches while Susie

seventh the Cats Kochniarczyk is ready

battled their way

to gained the lead when Leitherer’s
hit brought Saville home. Unfortu-
nately the Red Hawks would an-
swer by tying the game up in the
bottom of the seventh.

We-Go went on a scoring streak
in the top of the eighth scoring four
runs to Central’s two in the bottom
of the eighth increasing West

"A lot people under-
estimated us in the be-
ginning of the season,
I think were gonna prove them
wrong," Kochniarczyk said.

The Wildcats face Naperville
North tonight at Pioneer Park be-
ginning at 4:30 p.m.

at 1st base

West Chicago
volleyball battles
for varsity victory

By: Kristi Ault

ers on the raise with players like

Kirk Johnson, Nate Estlund, and
Brandon Beiderman.

Rain rain go away

By Blanca Rios

Spring is here and the girls are
ready for outdoor track, but the rain
isn’t waiting.

The outdoor season has gotten off

toa very slow start, with weather,

trips, injuries, and other time con-
flicting obstacles.
The weather is not helping at all.

Tuesday April 18th’s meet at

GlenbardEastincluded strong gusts
of wind, rain, and hail.

As for injuries, one of the top
throwers Senior Dee Judson, has a
back injury and at this point, there is
no telling when she will be back.

Despite all the problems, there are
some new runners for the outdoor
season. The new face of Senior
Robin Westrom has joined the team
asasprinter, Tawney Larm is back,
freshman Kelly Boyle is back after

being injured, and junior Leslie
Kurzawa has joined for the new
outdoor season.

Coach Carrie Kostro said that be-
cause of all the restraining prob-
lems the team has not reached their
full potential.

The Kurtz Classic Invitational at
Fenton was a great success, when
the Girls Track team placed 3rd out
eight teams. 3rd was very good
considering they were missing some
of their top runners.

Coach Wilbur Walters feels there
is a bigger varsity team this year,
with more experience.

The top sprinters are seénior An-
drea Ohins and again Nussbaum.

Thetoprelay team is juniors Mich-
elle Rapinchuk, Larm, Sara Toney,
and senior Mary Merrick.

Sutenbachis one of the top throwers
and Judson is the reigning shot put
champion in the conference from
last year.

Branner is the top runner in any-
thing from 400-3200, and consis-
tently wins the 2 mile run,

Garcia is also a top performer in
the long jump and high jump who
consistently jumps 5’ in the high
jump.

State is coming sooner then you
think and some potential state com-
petitors will be Branner and Judson,
if she recovers from he injury.

Kostro feels that for years tocome

alotof the younger performers have

astrong potential to be much better.

The guys volleyball team has
gotten off to a slow start, but
have not lost their optimism.
The team is 0-2 in conference,
however, that doesn’t fairly re-
flect their play.

“The D.V.C. is a tough con-
ference,” Coach Kristi Hasty
commented. “We are a young
club. Itusually takesabout three
to four years to build a good
strong program.”

This is only We-Go’s second
year in the program, and We-
Go's first year with coach Kris
Hasty. Returning senior play-
ersare BrentBusse, Jeff Nyman,
and Steve Petusky. Retuming
juniors are Ryan Drake, Kent
Mohr, Brad Richards, Bill
Saunders, Jeremy Salutric, and
Dustin Schultze.

Two Sophomores new to the
varsity level are Ed Gomez and
Rich Standish.

Schultze has been We-Go’s
strongest passer this season fol-
lowed by Drake whoalsostands
out as the teams strongest hitter.

On Tuesday, April 18, We-Go
broke the school’s losing streak
when they defeated L.M.S.A.
After losing the first game, We-
Go came back to take the match
in three winning 16-14 and 15-
) A

We-Go has been battling all
throughout the season, they took

Gernand showed off

"We have to remain
positive, and patient
along with continuing
toimprove to reach our

goal,
Coach Hasty

-one game from Fenton, losing
inthree, and put up a good fight
against Wheaton North’s block
of 6’3" Griffin Sonntag and 6’7"
Chris Puryear.

Wheaton North is a new team
this year and have created an
upsetin the D.V.C. by defeating
Naperville Central for the first
time.

Schultze hopes to “give them
(Wheaton North) a tough match
when we play them on our home
court.” \

Hastyexpectsher team tokeep
getting strongerand tokeep play-
ing better with each match they
play.

“I’d like to finish other than
last place in the D.V.C. This is
arealistic goal considering our
competition. We have to re-
main positive and patient along
with continuing to improve to
reach our goal,” Hasty said.
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