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ROLLFR GOASTER CATS

by Matt Wehling

After losing three out of four
on the road, then posting two
impressive home wins, and then
another defeat at Naperville
Central, many want to know
when the erratic Cats will start
to play consistently.

With a 4-4 record, 1-2 in the
DVC, the Cats have struggled.
Home games are a different
story. After a 1-3 start, many
wondered if the Cats would be a
contender this year. The Cats
then came back with two im-
pressive home wins against
Glenbard East and St. Francis.

Coach KurtRoley commented
on the Cats home wins by say-
ing, “I was in disbelief. The
way we played before that week-
end, and the way we played at
home were like night and day.
We were very aggressive, and
didn’t back down to them.”

Aggressive the Cats were,
thanks in part to the strong play
by Wildcat players. Senior Dan
Dibble controlled the boards
both offensively and defen-
sively. The outside shooting by

Jjuniors Brian Bowen and Jer-
emy Logan also helped the Cats
way (o victory.

Unfortunately, this didn’t
carry over to Friday nights game
against Naperville Central. The
absence ofahome crowd seemed
to throw the Cats into reverse.
In the end the Cats lost by a
score of 62-46.

The Naperville Central loss
hurt the Cats not only in their
overall record, but in their DVC
record as well. Roley com-
mented on the difficulty that
Central would give them by say-
ing, “They are not as strong as
last year, but they still can cause
problems.”

Roley explains that the record
they have now is what he ex-
pected. He said, “Weareayoung
team. Icamein and didn’tknow
what kind of talent we had. It
would have been nice to start of f
better.” Roley also explained
that the team is in a transition
period and described the week-

end with the two wins proved,
“...how capable our team is of
winning.”

The key to the Cats success is
to maintain a consistent game,
like they played at home ac-
cording to Roley. The Cats will
have to take their show on the
road with a Lincolnway Christ-
mas Tournament over Christ-
mas break.

The team will then have two
important conference games
againstboth GlenbardNorth and
Naperville North, having
Naperville at home on the Sat-
urday, January 6.

Roley said, “We all learned a
lot in the first four games. Even
though we lost some games, you
can never be dissatisfied with
leamning.”

The Cats don’t have to worry
about playoffs till February 27.
Roley commented on that by
remarking, “Everyonemakes the
playoffs. We will contend with
everyone, and we must work on
maintaining control of game.”

Inconsistency Hurts
Wrestling Team

By Jeff Hadzima

Coach Dan Knight is gone,
and so is conference champ
Eddie Valdez, so you’d think
that this would be a rebuilding
year. Wrong!

Senior Rich Berendson is back
aftercom-

record of 2-5. In wrestling, as
our wrestlers have shown us,
anything can happen.

On Thursday, December 15th,
the Wildcats took on powerful
Naperville Central. Although

With all these powerful per-
formances, why can’tthe Wild-
cats seem to get that important
DVC win against a powerful
school. Inconsistency has hurt
the Wildcats this year. Key
victories
have been

peting in
last years
state
meet, and
returning
to his
head
coaching
duties is
Robert
Hein:,
Other
DVC title
contend-
ers are
Jamie
Phillips
(1351bs.),
Miguel
Silva (103), Mike Genovesi
(145), and Adam Fitzenreider
(119).

As a team, this year has not
looked so successful, but indi-
vidual goals are being met. Al-
ready the wrestlers look to do
better than last years dual meet
record of 3-15,and aconference

L

the Wildcats lost the meet as a
team, there were many bright
spots. Silva won his match with
apin, sophomore Scott Carlson
won his match, as did Phillips
and Fitzenreider. Berendson
won his match with an impres-
sive 55 second pin.

overshad-

owed by

disap-

pointing

losses,

and there

are times

when you

can’t tell

what di-

rection

the Wild-

cats are

headed.

Now is a

good time

toturn the

season

around, and we will most likely

see itin these upcoming weeks.

*“ Don’t count us out,” Silva

said. As the Wildcats have

shown, they will never give up.

Their nextmeet is on Decem-

ber 28th against Naperville

North at Rockford East. The
action begins at 11 AM.

In the running
for a title

By Jeff Hadzima

Key victories against highly
respected Glenbard East and
Naperville Central have put the
Ladycats tied for first in the
DVC, and more importantly in
the hunt for a DVC title.

The

to prove that they are serious
contenders. The Ladycats did
just that. With Westrom's 15
points, and both McQueen and
Michelle Rapinchuk adding 10
points to a 64-51 We-Go vic-

tory. A

DVC
hasbeen
nearly a
breeze
for the
LadyCats
this
year. A
huge
w in
against

started
the roll
that the
Ladycats
are now
|
Then
came
Glenbard
ER St
and this
when

powerful
victory fora
team that
wasn’t sup-
Ppose to con-
tend for the
DVC title.
All the
Ladycats
have todois
continue
what they
have been
doing: win-
ning. The
Ladycatsare
in the driv-
ersseatnow,
and they
control their
own des-
tiny. All we
can do is
wait for the

the test
began.

The game stayed close the
entire game. JIC bound Robin
Westrom had a quiet game with
only 7 points, so the scoring was
left to Missy Buenz who had a
game-high 21 points. Alsoplay-
ers adding to the scoring may-
hem were Natalie Fijalkowski
with eight points, and Sarah
McQueen with four. In the end,
a blocked shot by Christina
Nimmo secured the We-Go vic-
tory.

On Thursday there was apow-
erful Naperville Central team,
and the Ladycats needed a win

January 7th
showdown
against
Naperville North, the team tied
for first with the Ladycats. The
advantage is on our side, be-
cause the game is at home.

Warmup for the Ladycats is
the Niles North Holiday Tour-
nament, and this is a touma-
ment that can be won. With
continued excellent play, the
Ladycats could very much take
home the firstplace trophy. The
tournament begins on Decem-
ber 27th at 7:30 P.M.. Their
next DVC contest is at Glenbard
North on January 5th.

[Lack of swimmers
doesn't hurt Cats

by Blanca Rios

The fab five is back this year
and they’re better than ever!

The boys swim team has gone
off to a great start this year.
They are a small team, but
they’re still growing. There cur-
rently have nine team members,
when the average swim team
has about 20.

The fab five consists of sopho-
mores Ryan Acker, Jeff Cain,
Peter Grant, and Jai Hartigan
and Josh Keller. Juniors this
year James Smith and Dan
Tracy.

The boys had a meet Decem-
ber 15 against Marmion, with
Acker swimming the 200
Freestyle at 2:00:67, and
Hartigan swimming 50 freestyle
at 24:03, who both won first
place.

There are no seniors on the
team. Former boy swimmer
Brian Adamo said he’s not on
the team anymore because, “I

feel I wasn’t appreciated, the
fabfivehad all theattention.”

CoachLenPenkalaresponded,
“On any team there are cliques,
and to do well it takes a lot of
hard work.” He then added, “It
was hardex for the seniors and
juniors to work up to the level of
the now sophomores.”

Some of the swimmers lost for
this yearare Seniors Corey John-
son, Brandon Fantozzi, Chris
Brown, Tony Villa, and Adamo.
Juniors gone are Tom Saylor,
Dave Bunge, and Brendan
Vaughn. Some of these people
are gone due to moving.

Acker who swims the Fly and
Free style said “We're doing
pretty good, we’re better but
there are not as many swim-
mers.” He also says there are not
enough swimmer to win meets.

Their next swim meet is Thurs-
day, January 5 away at Elgin.
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