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Maciejewski . Loss of Coach Inspires Lad yeats 
NotRe-

• turning 
by Raven Moore 

"In my mind I never wanted to leave 
West Chicago. I was perfectly willing to 
stay here the rest of my career," varsity 
softball coach and varsity boys basket­
ball coach Lee Maciejewski said about 
his leaving West Chicago after this year. 

Maciewski has coached at Community 
High School for over twelve years and 
has spent thousands of hours trying to 
improve the reputation and quality of the 
girls softball and boys basketball pro­
grams. 

At the beginning of this school year the 
Board of Education began to discuss the 
enforcement of the policy which hopes to 
give coaching jobs to teachers at our 
school. This policy allows teachers from 
Community High School, who are quali­
fied, to receive coaching positions over 
coaches who currently work outside of 
District 94. 

"Coaching means so much to my life. · 
In my mind, I was forced to find security 
in coaching at different school," 
Maciclcewski said. 

He said he felt his job was in jeopardy 
and his only way to feel secure with his 
and his family's well-being was to find a 
coaching job elsewhere. 

"I'm getting a higher paying job in a 
good district with a tough conference for 
boys basketball and girls .softball." · 

Next year Ma:iejewski will begin teach­
ing Physical Education at Glen bard West 
High School, as well as coaching. both 
varsity boys basketball and varsity girls 
softball for the Hilltoppers. 

''The same policy that jeopardized my 
job here at West Chicago has given me a 
job at Glenbard West,_" Maciejewski 
said. 

He will also continue to coach the 
Glenbard West boys sophomore football 
program. In 18 years he has coached the 
sophomore football team to a IQ2-3 · 
record. Atone time his team went on a 60 · 
game winning streak. 

"I have plenty of regrets 
In my mind, though, I was put m a post­
lion where I had no choice but to leave, 
by the administration and school bo3rd." 

Although he has several regrets about 
leaving West Chicago, he feels his new 
job llings a fresh start · 

"I hope to get the basketball and 
ball teams to gain respect from thett 
opponents and have? fear of Glenbard 
West I want to reach the kids that fun 
comes from winning and success." 
. Several student athletes have fought to 

keep Maciejewski from leaving West 
Chicago. Letters have been written and 
many parents and athletes have attended 
board meetings Supporting him. 

Senior softball standoutStacyCiombor 
said,"The West Chicagd softball ·pro­
gram will never be the same with. Coach 
(Maciekewski) leaving .. .an era IS end-

: ing." 

by Raven Moore 

The girls softball team has been on a 
mission this season. The fact that varsity 
softball coach Lee Maciejewski is con­
cluding his fiital year at ·west 
has prompted the team to a second plaCe 
fmish in the DuPage Valley Conference. 
·Although many would say a first place 

finish would be mqre fitting, their plac- · 
, _ ing in the conference is more than most 

expected. The loss of ten varsity players 
from last year left the Wildcats with 
inexperience at several positions this sea­
son. 

"The young kids came around real well 
and gave the team solid contnbutions," 

· Maciejewski said. 
Nearly every position was filled this 

season by underclassmen new to the var­
sity level. Newcomers Ellen Gernand 
and Candy Gallagher have been ·solid 
defensive additions at the shortstop and 
second base positions, respectively. 

Consistent hitting has come from jun­
ior shortstop Karissa Saville, seni(X' first 
basemen Darcy McLeod, and senior 
centerfielder Stacy Ciombor throughout 
the entire season. Recently, Gemandhas 
found her hitting groove, coming out of a 
mid-season slump. 

"The seniors (McLeod, Ciombor, 
Mertz, and pitcher Bridget Shockey) are 
really leading the team this season and 
exceeding .all of my expectations," 
Maciejewski said. · 

"We were expected to be a weak t.ealil 
this year, but we provedevecyone wrQQg. 

We've been a strong foite this season in 
the DVC," Mertz said. 

With a 10-4 DVC finish and a 19-6 
record overall, this season has gone quite 
well. for what some would say was a 
rebuildilig year. 

The entire team has been relatively 
happy with their play, except for the loss 
to Wheaton North on May 6. The Cats 
were up 7-2 throughoutmostofthe game, 

1but then allowed 8 runs in the 7th inning 

Senior Bridget Shockey Warms up before taking the pitcher's mound. 

and let the Falcons run away with an 
undeserved win. 

''The loss toWN was the biggest disap­
pointment of the season because we are a 

· much team than they are. We just 
lost-our focus," Mertz .said. 

The Ladycats (seeded 2nd in there- . 
gional) will play StJWnwood (seeded 
7th) on ThQI'Sday. 

"WinDing regionals is still in our grasp. 
and is very possible," Mertz said. 

Wildcats · Search for Wands 

Sophomore Kevin Griffey is in bunting positioo..m.a home game versus.GleA9ard East. 

by David Vingren 
I • • 

Pro basketball and now pro baseball 
observers will often say that the regular 
season does not mean anything, that only 
the post season matters. Last year, West 
Chicago made a case that that view could 
be applied to high school baseball as 
well, and they are hoping to do it again 
dqring this year's playoffs. 

Lastyear'ssquadwasaCinderellasta'y. 
While many thought they would not even 
get past the first round, they ended up in 
the regional final game against even­
tual state champion York. The Wildcats 
lost the contest 1-0 in a game that fea­
tUred an outstanding pitching perfor­
mance from Ted Fijalkowski and a con­
troversial call at the plate that kept West 
Chicago scoreless-. 

"I'm excited about the post season. 
Hopefully we can bringbacksomeoflast 
year's magic," Fijalkowski .said "Hope­
fully we can pitch well. That will be the 
key. Fielding will·be a pretty big key as 
well." 

"(Regionals) is a whole new season," 
head coach Tim Courtney, can 
happen." 

, ..... , 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 
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Wilcats Starvillg for 
.First Win 

There almost there, to getting theirfll'St 
win that is. 

The Wildcat boys volleyball team lost 
a heartbreakrz to Aurora Christian 14-
16,15-12, 14-16·on May 10. Turns out 
West Chicago is just happy· to win a 
game of the Aurora match. 

The game win is a sign of improvement 
for the team that is the first ever at West 
Chicago. The Wildcats hoped that their 
improvement carried them into 
yesteniay's sectional at Naperville Ctn­
tral which featured a pep bus for fans. 

The heart of the improvement has been 
DontaNorwood. His play at the net )>een 

· outstanding. His great jumping ability 
has put fear into players on the other side 
of the net as his blocks and kills has· 
highlighted the Wildcats season. 

Norwood, who was a standout at the 
varsity basktballlevel during the wintez, 
Dan Scheorienburger, a solid contributer 
to the varsity soccer squad ovez the fall, 
andJasonRemusareall seniors and wOuld 
like to post the school's first boys volley 
ball victort before they graduate. 

Also hoping to get the first win under 
his belt is head coach Wayne Chadwick, 
who has been patient with his club be­
cause he understands their is a great dead 
of inexperience. 

The squad has been working hard in 
practice to get their first victory. Their 
chance to do it may have been yesterday 
as they faced a very low seeded team. If 
West Chicago won, they will play one of 
the higQest seeded teams next 

Boys volleyball practices to obtain their first win 

Badminton· Season Has 
Come To An End 

by Laura Torrey 

Well, its ova! Put those birdies away. 
Badinintoo season is over, but it ended 
on a good note! 

AliciaCox,junior,andHeather Adams, 
senior I are the Only twO to make it to 
state. They both won on theirfll'Strounds 
and Adams made it to the top sixteen. 

Cox, who was seventh varsity last year 
and is now second, made in the top 32. 
"It was a dream come true fc:x- her," 
Coach Singleton said. 

"It was awesome going there. It was a 
great experience for me. It was good to 
play with the big girls," Cox said. 

During the conference season, the 
Ladycats were 5-2 and at the DVC tour­
nament, they were 2-1. 

"I think we did extremely well this 
·year," Singleton said. "They improved 
more than I had expected this year." 

On April23, varsity had a tournament 
in DeKalb. Adams took ftrst at varsity 
singles and Cox took ftrst at second 
varsity singles. 

DVC's were on April30 and April29. 
Adams and Cox both got second place 
together at first varsity doubles. Adams 
received second place at first varsity 
singles when she lost to the state return­
ing champion. Cox also received second 
placeatsecond varstiy singles. Everyone 
else on the team got out on the fu'Stround. 

"I'm remty looking f<XWard to next 
year -personally and for the team," Cox 
said. "I think I should do pretty well next 
year, and I think the team will mature a lot 
more." 

"This year was desire. I have high 
expectations for next year," Singleton 
said. 

Next year they are losing only one 
player- Heather Adams. "I'll miss the 
little queenie (nickname)," says Cox. 
"Practie:e won't be the same without her. 
She makes me laugh on the court, I don't 
think anyone can take her place. She 
really helped improve my ganie and I'll 
miss her a lot." 

· .. . 

Tennis Looking to Ex­
cel· in SeCtionals . . 

Four wins to eight losses is not a good 
record, but there is still time for the 
Wildcat boys tennis team to do some 
damage. • 

Head coach Sione Moeaki is very im­
pressed with the hard work and effort the 
team is giving. The team is 4-10 overall 
and finished 1-7 in the DuPage Valley 
Conference, their lone win coming against 
Glenbard South. 

West Chicago has ~eally struggled 
against the Naperville squads, getting 
beat 5-0 against Central and North two . 

. weeks ago. The Wildcats struggled 
against Wheaton North and Wheaton 
Warrenville South as well. 

"The Wheatons and Napervilles are 
tough to beat," Moeaki said. 

Certain players have stepped up and 
played very well though. Third doubles 
combination MattBowneand Mike Leek 
have looked good. 

"They have a winning record and I 
want to keep them together because -

they can be very good in the future," 
Moeaki said. 

First doubles duo Mike Winterhalder 
and Jeff Stezling have just been paired 
together and are looking sharp in prac­
tice, although they did lose ·their first 
match together. 

"I think as a team we have a great 
chance of coming out of our sectional," 

·-Winterhalder said. "We were rough in 
the begilming, but now things are run-· 
ning smooth. 

"Mr. Mo is teaching us about life after 
tennis. He is like a second father to us." 

Other players are also seeing time on 
the varsity, such as senior Rick Shah, and 
juniors Chris Brown, Joel Madden, and 
Mike Garceau, who are. all involved in 
doubles play. 

"We can mix things around in second 
doubles," Moeaki said. "I am looking for 
some good combinations." 

Those players must play well for the 
Wildcats to win. 

Sophomore Mike Leek works on his serve during practice. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 

This year's squad will have a tougher 
time getting to that point since they are a 
lower seed which places them against 
Addison Trail today and against York, 
who is solid again this year, if they win~ 

But, one thing is the same as last year; 
FijaJkowsld has not left The senior has 
shown a trend of pitching well in big 
games. 

Fijallcowski is heating up at the right 
moment He pitched a one hitter against 
one of the top ranked teams in the area, 
Glenbafd East last Tuesday. 

The only hit was the result of a contro­
versial call. A fly ball was hit to Billy 
Tuma in leftfield in the fourth inning. 
Tumamisjudgeditandrantoofarin. The 
never touched him and fell for a hit The 

controversy came on whether it should 
be ruled a hit or an error. 

The initial ruling was a hit, but when 
Fijalkowski kept sailing along with the 
one hitter the next few innings, Courtney 
attemptedtoconvincetheopposingcoach 
to change the hit to an error. The coach 
of the home team, which was Glenbard 
East, gives the final ruling. Courtney 
was unable to change the other coach, s 
mind as Fijalkowski wound upwithaone· 
hitter and the Wildcats picked up a 3-0 
win. 

Fijalkowski wasn't upset about the rul­
ing. "All I wanted to do was win the 
game," Fijalkowski said. 

The Wildcats lost their last two DuPage 
Valley games two finish 6-15 in confer­
ence and 11-18-1 overall. 


	08302023_134638-001
	08302023_134638-002 - Copy
	08302023_134638-002
	08302023_134638-003 - Copy
	08302023_134638-003
	08302023_134638-004 - Copy
	08302023_134638-004
	08302023_134638-005 - Copy
	08302023_134638-005
	08302023_134638-006 - Copy
	08302023_134638-006
	08302023_134638-007

