


















.. - ........ 

.Sports. 
Wildcat Chronicle Friday, April22, 1994 page 10 

Soccer Hangs 
Tough 

by JeffHadzima 

The girls soccer team's record is 0-4, 
but their play on the field does not reflect 
their recocd. 

In fact, if you have been going to the 
games, you would think their record is 3-

1..., 1. Close games just seem to be a thing 
with oursoccerte3m this year, and all but 
last Saturday's game reflects this. 

The season opened with a tough game 
against our bitter rival Glenbard North. 
We-Go played tough, and even seemed 
to dominate most of the game. At the 
end, it was a disappointing 1-0 loss. The 
girls played great, and deserved to win 
the game, but somehow it just slipped. 
One of the many bright spots was that the 
Nteamwon. 

The next game was at home in the rain 
againstGlenbard West Conditions made 
this game a rough one, and when it was 
all over, We-Go lost3-1. Again, a close 
game that could have gone either way, 
but unfortunately, it went to the visitors. 

Then there was conference game 
against Wheaton-Warrenville South. The 
same thing occurred that did in the first 
two games. Another nail biter, another 
close game that looked as if they were 
going to win. Denied, the score was 2-1, 
and it kept our soccer team winless. A 

game played so well by West Chicago, 
yet it had to go on the loss column. Those 
are the games that hurt 

Last Saturday, West Chicago played 
against Batavia, and this was a rough 
game to watch. The score was 5-0 at the 
half, and after a strong defensive effort in 
the second half, the game ended at a 6-0 
loss. This game hurt, yet in all, it was a 
bright spot to watch the second half and 
see the defense hold this team to only one 
goal in the second half after the rough 
start. 

In all, the season has been winless, yet 
nearly every game remained close, and it 
showed that the girls soccer team can 
play just about any tough team. They 
gave Wheaton-Warrenville South a scare, 
and they are listed in the' 'up in coming,'' 
in the Chicago Tribune. Batavia is also 
on this list So we may see our team knock 
off one of those team:; that always seem to 
get attention. 

The next game is Thursday, and it is 
against 1Oth ranked Naperville North, 
and we may see if the Wildcats are really 
capable of an upset, which they have 
come close to already. 

Sophomore Adam Owens prepares for a meet. 

. 
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Senior Bhavani Shah is part of the small, but promising 
girls track team. ' 

Track Team On a 
Roll 

by Blanca Rios 

This years girls and boys track teams 
are small but are doing exceptionally 
well. 

Junior Dee Dee Judson, who competes 
in shot put, said, "Compared to other 
schools, our team is small, but as whole 
we are doing well." Sophomore Sara 
Toney said, "Most schools have double 
the students than us." 

One of the girls track coaches is Kelly 
Kolosa, she said, "The team is doing 
really well. I enjoy coaching track be­
cause itfs something I have been with for 
ten years." This is Kolasa's second year 
coaching. 

The team has a big invitational coming 
up on April29. Kolosa said "I think we 
will do pretty well." In a past event at 
Fenton the girls placed 1st. 

Top individuals aresophomoresLyndsy 
Paver and Mariso1 Garcia, and Seniors 
Carrie Netzel, Catalina Garcia, and 
Monique Clemenson. 

The girls meet everyday after school. 
Most of the girls think they are doing 
pretty well, but they think they can per­
sonally improve. 

Boys track has a small team as well, but 
are doing well. There good performance 
has a lot to do with the good coaches they 
have. Sophomore Tony Mickley who 
competes in herdles and high jump, said, 
"The team is doing well and we have 
gOod coaches." 
· CoachPaulMcClelandsaid, ''The team 
is improving, and our next big event is in 
Lisle, hopefully we will place in the top 
half." 

"The team has won a third place trophy 
and is hoping for more," said Mickley. 
Another past event was the Wheaton 
North Best Four Invitational where they 
placed seventh, 

''Toencourageandhelpeachindividual, 
we show them respect, and give more of 
personal contact," said 
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SetUp 
by Stacy Shannon 

The boy's volleyball teams are off to a 
slow start. The varsity's record is 0-5 
since they are playing against teams with 
experience like Wheaton-Warrenville 
South, Wheaton North, and Schaumburg. 
Junior varsity has a record of 1-4, with 
their only win against Aurora Christian 
April 13th. 

Those kinds of a records can be ex­
pected from a first year team. Although 
their record isn't a winning one. that is 
really important at this point. because it 
is a learning period. 

Some students don't even know who is 
on the team, or if it has started yet A few 
of the players on varsity are; Donta 
Norwood, Jeff Nyman. Dan 
Schoenenberger, Helio Juarez, Adam 

• Crews, Steve Petusky, Brent Busse, and 
Jason Rehmus. Norwood and Nyman 
are the tallest players on varsity. Some 

junior varsity players are freshman Rich 
Standish, sophomores Kent Mohr, Jer­
emy Salutric and Bill Saunders. 

There are mixed feelings from females 
around school about the team. Not so 
much anger over guys getting teams, but 
the fact that girls don't get wrestling or 
football teams. 

"I think it's good for the school." junior 
George Witkowski said. "It will get more 
people involved in sports." 

"It's cool that there is a boy's team, but 
only ifl was really, really bored would I 
go to a game." junior Sarah Kueker said. 

The next two games are away. The 
teamplays on April 18th at Lake Park, 
and 19th and lllinois Math and S~ience 
Academy. The next home game is the 
22nd against Naperville Central . 

So when will the team start to win? 
Experience will be the key to a winning 
season. 

Darcy McLead senior, works on her swing. 

Tennis Team Looking 
for Spark 

by John Jovanovich 

With just four games under their belt, 
the Wildcat tennis team feels that they 
have no limi.ts on how far they are going 
to go this year. Coach Sione Moeaki has 
theteamwitha3-3record Somematches 
have been cancelled due to bad weather. 

Senior Mike Winterhalderisdoingvery 
well with a 4-1 record on the doubles 
with junior partner Andy Dvorak. "I can 
win any time anywhere," said 
Winterhalder. 

Junior Jeff Sterling is setting his goals 
high as he feels that partner Joel Madden 
and he have a chance at state. "We are 
playing very good and we need momen­
twn going into conference play. It will 
be tough to beat the Wheatons and the 
Naperville schools." 

One other bright spot is junior Mike 
Garceau. He is playing much better and 
he thinks it may due to his improvement 
during the off-season. 

Also. one player who is playing very 
well is sophomore Mike Leek, Leek is 4-
2 and is looking forward to conference 
play. 

While the team has a leader in 
Winterhalder they need to get a spark, 
and that spark is Tom Suess. Suess came 
up big in his opening match, stunning 
Fenton with a victory. "I just flat out 
played my heart out." said Suess. His 
teammates are shocked by his progress. 
Some people play tennis, Suess is a tennis 
player. ' 

On April 16th the Wildcats finished 
second in a quad match against 
Bolingbrook, Lisle, and Wheaton Chris­
tian. 

The Wildcats start conference play on 
April 19 against Glenbard South. 

Go out and see the Wildcats soar on 
their way to state. 

Seniors Donta Norwood and Dan Schoenenberger lead the Wildcat 
volleyball attack. 

Softball Ready· to 
Reign 

by Raven Moore 

Varsity center fielder Stacy Ciombor 
feels, "If we all put our minds to it we 
could win easily conference this year.'' 

The loss of nine Varsity seniors hasn't 
seemed to put a damper on the expecta­
tions of this year's girls softball team. 

Only three players are returning from 
lastyear'sDV~runner-upteamthatmade 
it to the regional finals, but lost in a heart 
breaker to Willowbrook. Seniors 
Ciombor, first baseman and clean-up hit­
ter Darcy McLeod, and standout picher 
Bridget Shockey returned this year and 
will assume the leadership roles. 

Because of the addition of nine new 
varsity players, lack of experience seems 
to be inevitable. "Some of us get panicky 
in some situations which is understand­
able because of the nwnber of new var­
sity players. Everyone just has to adjust 
and be ready to play, • • Ciombor said. 

Nonetheless, the Ladycats have started 
out strong this season. A 6-1 non-confer-

ence record is a better record than the 
experienced Ladycats had at the begin­
ning of last year. "We have really started 
out strong this season,'' McLeod said. 

The team's strong hitting, good · de­
fense, and outstanding pitching from 
Shockey defmitely outweighed lhe lack 
of experience the Cats are struggling 
with. 

Newcomer third baseman Amy Mertz 
is expected to be a force in the team's run 
for the DVC crown. 

''We are definitely talanted enough to 
wintheDVCandtheregionalsthisyear,'' 
McLeod said. 

It is evident that past successes for the 
Ladycats has given them some confi­
dence for this season. Although many 
would say the girls are going through a 
rebuilding year, it seems this year is no 
different than all the rest-successful. 

Although only a sophomore, Mike Leek is a big part of the tennis teams strong hopes. 
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Young Wildcats Swing Surprising 

~y David Vingren 

Who said the Wildcats were too inex­
perienced at the plate? 

Who ever it was go! big rebuttals from 
sophomore Ryan Saul, and juniors 
Giovanni Arroyo and Owain Price, who 
all are speaking back to critics with .300 
averages. 

The surprise hitting of the first year 
varsity players topped with the solid 
contributions from seniors John Miller 
and Tim Murphy have made West Chi­
cago a potent -offensive team. 

"They've been working really hard on 
their hitting," head coach Tim Courtney 
said. "They're listening to things that 
we're telling them. They're starting to 

• make adjustments at the plate. They're 
being aggressive at the plate. They're 
being more confident at the plate. 

· "Some of these guys dido 't know they 
could hit. I think anybody could hit they 
put their mind to it." 

Price has been the biggest bright spot. 
His hard work over the off season earned 
him playing time. It also got him a game 
winning hit at Wheaton North in West 
Chicago's conference opening 5-4 vic­
tory last Thursday. 

"I was just waiting for my chance and 
when I got it I knew I had to hit once so 
I could stay in the lineup," Price said. 
"Coach says if you can hit he '11 find a 
spot for you to play." 

"Owain is having more success this 
year than I think he's ever had and I 
attributetbattojusthardwort,"Courtney 
said of the designated hitter who is bat-

UPDATE on boys ter.nis team- page 11 

UPDATE on Darcy McLead 
and girls softball - page 11 

Bats · 

tlng .435. "He worked hard all winter. 
He went to the batting cage and hit like 
crazy. He got help everywhere. He just 
really worked on getting to the point 
where he had a swing he could count on." 

At only a sophomore, second baseman 
Saul is hitting .444. He has also caught a 
good portion of the Wildcat games, a 
position that requires maturity. 

It was figured that he would hit at some 
point in his varsity career, he only 
struckout once at .the freshman level last 
year, but his great success at such an early 
stage is a bit surprising. 

Arroyo has been earning his share of 
playing time at second base. Although he 
is still sowing his varsity oats defen­
sively, he has been solid at the plate, 
hitting .375. 
If the youngsters keep up their hitting, 

and Miller (.432) and Murphy (.394 in­
cludingDai/yHerc!dAthleteofthe Week 
for his 7 for 8, 3 homeruns, 8 RBI, and 5 
runs scored at the April9 Fenton double­
header) stay solid, and senior Ted 
Fijalkowski (3.00 ERA) and junior Tim 
Landis (3.50ERA)continue to pitch well, 
West Chicago would exceed expecta­
tions during their DuPage Valley Confer­
ence run. The DVC is considered by 
many as the best conference in the state. 

During the pre-confernce season West 
Chicago was 5-4-1. They opened up 
conference impressively with the 
Wheaton North win, but fell to the Chi­
cago Tribune's ninth ranked area team 
13-0 Monday. 

UPDATE on boys track- page 10 

Junior Owain Price is seeing his hard work pay off with a .435 batting average. 

Badminton Season Has 
Begun 

By Laura Torrey 

Yes, it's "Byrdie" season once again, 
and the Ladycat badminton team has 
already started their exciting season. 

Although their season started out on a 
losing note, with 0-2 on Varsity, for 
conference, they are a young team. "Ac­
tually, we're a very young team. We 
have people playing ten positions above 
their r3J.llc. We have two returning var­
sity players and only one senior," said 

. coach LaVora Singleton. 
The two returning varsity players are 

junior Alicia Cox, and senior Heather 
Adams. Adams is 1-1 in conference, and 
Cox is also 1-1. Cox said, "I think that 
next year will be our year. The majority 

· of the team are juniors and will have one 
year experience on varsity." 

' "In two to three years we're going to 
rock the conference ... hopefully. I'll be 
back to see it," says Adams. 

Other juniors on Varsity include Mich­
elle Kolodick, Krista Oleksiak, Wendy 
Kovacs, Amanda Shemezis, Maggie 
Stammer, Ami Sparkman and Jamie 
Symowicz. 

"The year started out rough. I dido 't 
feel I was on varsity level, but then my 
mind got back into the game and I'm 
third in singles," says Kolodick. 

The teams the Ladycats have playCd 
included Wheaton-W arrenvilleSouthand 
Glenbard East in conference. 

"Heather and Alicia should do well this 
year and six others should show great 
improvement," Singleton said. 

The next match the Ladycats play will 
be on Thursday, April2I.athomeagainst 
GlenbardNorth,at4:30,intheBigGym. 
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