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Wallner Replaced as Head Volleyball Coach

Move raises questions about West Chicago coaching futures

By David Vingren

After two years as girls varsity head
volleyball coach, Kim Wallner is being
replaced, the administration announced.

The Board of Education is expected to
hire her replacement at its March 22
meeting. The replacement will be hired
as a Physical Education teacher who has
great experience in volleyball.

The transaction comes in the midst of a
suddenly publicized interest the board
andadministration hold in having coaches
who teach within the school.

But, the athletic departmentclaims there
ire other reasons for the move, which
)ertain to the circumstances Wallner was
iired under.

Two years ago, West Chicago was ex-
sected to have a new head volleyball
coach; but the summer prior to the start of
season, this person decided to take a
position elsewhere. Inan urgent need for
a head coach, the school asked Wallner,
who was coaching at alower level, if she
would assume the position. Wallner
agreed and became head coach.

But, according to Assistant Athletic
Director Gail George, it was understood
between Wallner and the administration
that the move could be temporary due to
the unexpected circumstances she was
hired under.

“Atthe time it wastalked about that this
was something I might not do forever,”
Wallner said.

“My greatest strength overall was not
volleyball at the beginning because I had
never played volleyball in high school or
college; but after going to a number of
clinics and coaching it over the years I
feel I did a pretty good job.

“Atthe time I took the job I'had told the
AD thatit may not be something I wanted
to do forever.”

But, the administration now feels that
they have found someone more qualified
to fill the coaching position, who will
teach within the school as well.

“We prefer to have coaches that are in
the building,” Athletic Director Tom
Hancock said. “What we’re looking for
is excellent teachers who have an exper-
tise in a particular sport. That’s logic.

staff.

Ted Fijalkowski plays toss before practice. He is the ace of the West Chicago pitching

“We’d like it if all our coaches worked
in the school. We see coaches as role
models. It’s good to have it so that the
students can see their coaches when
they’re walking down the hall or when
they’re in the classroom, or when there’s
an emergency that they always can find
theircoach. Anyone would say that is the
excellent way to go.”

Wallner did file a job application with
the school to become a Physical Educa-
tion teacher; but the new coach will fill
the only current opening available.

“I had heard they were looking to get
coaches [who teach] in the building and
I was hoping they’d-look to me,” said
Wallner who is currently a PE teacher at
Benjamin Junior High School.

Wallner was unsure when attempting
to find the words to describe the school’s
move. .

“Do I feel I was fired?” Wallner said,

repeating an asked question. “I don’t °

know what the right word is to be honest
with you. I was replaced. I was replaced
by another person. Idon’t know.

"[The administration] put it where
they wanted to get their head coaches in
the building.”

Some feel that this is the first of several
moves to come by the administration and

school board where they try to fulfill
their preference of having coaches who
teach within the building.

Wallner said she believes the replace-
mentisaresultof acombination of things
— the administrationand board’s prefer-
ence, and the circumstances she was hired
under.

Wallner said her two years as head
volleyball coach meant a lot to her.

“As far as coaching at the high school,
I've donealotandputinalotof yearsand
what volleyball coaching meant to me
was a lot,” she said. “I think in every
sport I coach I putin lot of myself into it
and1 tried todo the bestI could to help the
program whether I wasa varsity coach or
alower level coach.”

“Iliked her,” said senior Sherri Daleiden
who played under Wallner in volleyball
and varsity basketball. “I enjoyed being
coachedby her. She gives you the oppor-
tunity to prove yourself. She believes in
all her players.

“What other person could give asmuch
effort and dedication as Miss Wallner
does?”’

Although it is one of the reasons she
will not be the volleyball head coach next
year, Wallner does not see the coaches in

the building preference as a negative
idea.

“Ifeelit’sagood thing,” she said. “My
feeling overall is it helps your program.
It makes your athletic program stronger
overall to have coaches in the building. I
think you can relate to staff members
about your program and I think you can
get more support sometimes if you’re
around the building. You can communi-
cate with parentsand athletesmucheasier.
I think there are a lot of advantages to it.

“I'm not saying that it’s the only way
that it should be run; but there are some
advantages to being in the building.”

This preference by the administration
and board could mean Wallner’s head
varsity girls basketball coaching job is in
jeopardy, as well as Lee Maciejewski’s
head varsity coaching jobs in boys bas-
ketball and girls softball.

When asked about the status of her
basketball coaching career, Wallner said,
“I have no idea.” She said that she has
fear in regards to her future. She said, “I
think that’s a natural reaction.

“Iam still the head basketball coach as
of this time and as far as what’s going to
happen in the future, nothing is really
decided yet.”

Superintendent Dr. Joel Morris said
replacing Wallner or Maciejewski would
be considered “if somebody comesalong
withan outstanding backround [for coach-
ing] who is hired as a teacher.

“We've only hired for teaching. If the
person hired has the ability to be a coach
here, that’s great.”

Morris said the board and administra-
tion has always preferred coaches who
teach within the building and said he has
“no idea” to why this issue has all of a
sudden arisen in a controversial manner.

“I'm certainly not the one raising the
issue,” he said. “These circumstances
aren’t anything new. The board has
always preferred to have coaches in the
building.

“I can’t imagine students would not
want to have their coach in the building
so they can see them on a regular basis.”

Good Things to Come on
Mounds

By David Vingren

There is the of saying “pitching is ninety
percent of the game.” It has been used for
years by baseball coaches, and Head Var-
sity Baseball Coach Tim Courtney is no
different.

“You’ve got to pitch to win,” he says.

If Courtney stands strong by his state-
ment, he should be optimistic about this
season.

* Three starting pitchers from last year

have returned—Seniors Ted Fijalkowski,
John Miller, and Tim Murphy.

Fijalkowski is coming off a 2-1 record
during the summer league with an impres-
sive 0.91 ERA.

Even more impressive was his finish of
last season in the regional championship
game against the eventual state champion
York, where he pitched a complete game
and gave up only one run.

“[That game] gives me confidence that I
can pitch against the best in the state,”
Fijalkowski said.

Courtney said he thinks Fijalkowski and
Miller (3-3, 2.81 during summer) are ca-
pable of setting the school record for most
wins in a season (seven).

“If I pitch to my full potential, it’s very
possible,” Fijalkowski said. “[I’ll have to]

pitch smart, stay ahead of the hitters,
and establish my inside fastball.”

“I’ve got to pitch smart,” Miller said,
“and not get psyched out by Naperville
Central and teams like that. I think I can
[break the record).”

For West Chicago’s pitching is to be
fully effective, it will need improve-
ment behind it as last year’s team
struggled defensively.

“We're going to hit a million ground
balls and a million fly balls,” said
Courtney of how he will use his practice
time to improve that area.

Although most of the pitching staff is
back, a bulk of the offense is gone,
mainly Scott Westman (5 HR’s) and
.300 plus hitter Richie Fikis, who both
have gone on to play in college.

Courtney said his team will have to
focusonexecuting well inorder to score
runs.

“We’re going to have to do the little
things like walk, steel bases, bunt; just
the little stuff,” he said.

West Chicago (14-17 last season)
opens the season March 29 withadouble
header at St. Charles.
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