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Drugs 
By Jeff Hadzima 

Drugs and athletes have long been as­
sociated together. Drugs may help ath­
leteS perfonnl but they hurt the users 
body. Even if it is just for fun, or it is 10 

help you look and feel better, drugs are 
something that just seem to never go 
away. 

Early athletes wanted a way to inlprove 
their game, and that is how steroids came 
in. Athletes wanted bigger muscles, and 
that is what they got, only they did not 
know the damage they were doing to their 
bodies in the long run. Although it is not 
certain, sieriods have been linked to many 
diseases, one of which is a brain tumor 
which killed fanner football star Lyle 
Alzado. Alzada said he never did ste­
roids, but after fmding out he had a brain 
tumor, he admitted to being a frequent 
user of steroids. 

Steroids are not the only thing athletes 
are doing. When joining a sport here at 
West Chicago, you must sign a pledge 
that says you will not use any illegal 
drugs, tobacco, or alcohol at all times, 
which even includes the summer, when 
you are not in a sport. 

Is this followed or is it being ignored? 

in March of1992, 93% of the 12th graders 
had hied alcohol. The national level was 
88%. Of the percentage of students that 
had hied alcohol in the last month, the 
number dropped to 50%. This would mean 
thatsome athletes had drinken during the 
season. The pledge should have stopped 
this, bur it didn 

Now with the rise of marijuana, many 
athletes are turning to this because you do 
not get the after effects that you do with 
alcohol. 

'• If you smoke marijuana, you have 
enough time 10 recover before a game or 
practice, and with alcohol you can't do 
this, • • an unidentified student said. 

Areccent, unofficial Wildcat Chronicle 
survey shows that 25% percent of the 
students surveyed have tried marijuana 
during the season. students have 
done drugs during the season. 

45% of students have drunken alco­
hol before, and have done during the 
season. 

Boys Volleyball 

Fresh Start 
By Stacy Shannon 

A new berth for We-go is happening this 
year. 1994 marks the fll'St season for the 
new guys volleyball team. 

For the first time, guys will have the 
chance to show theirvolleyballskills some­
where besides gym class, beach, and back-
yardgames. · 

Try-outswereMarch7th,andtheteam's 
frrst game of the season will be here, 
against Fenton on Tuesday, April 5th. 

A good turn-out was expected at try-
. outs, and there was. An estimation be­
tween sixty and seventy guys showed up, 
and the majority that showed up were 
freshmen and sophomores. 

Team cuts start next week, following a 
week of practices. The coaches are keep­
ing thirty people; fifteen on varsity, and 
fifteen for junior varsity. 

This year there will only be two squads; 
varsity and junior varsity. The two coaches 
are: Wayne Chadwick for varsity, and 
Stacey Anderson for junior varsity. 

This season, a top competitor from the 
Dupage Valley Conference will be 
Wheaton-Warrenville South. Wheaton­
Warrenville South has done very well in 
past years, and dley should be tough com­
petition for those teams just starting out. 

page7 

Track Goes 
to the 

Outdoors 
By Wendy Woodward 

Both the girls and boys teams are small 
in size but big in heart and <Jesire, for the 
kids and the coaches. .-

The boys team lost .couple of their 
greatrunners because of graduation. They 

_also gained some good f!eshman this 
year. Dan Horyn for one Is ap excellent 
1600 and 800 meter runner: 

The team also has ·a new sprint coach, 
Coach Klotz. The boys say he is a very 
hard worker and is tough but that is what 
it takes 10 be good. 

As for the girls, whohaveaquitesmaller 
team, but Coach Walters thinks it's the 
best team this school has had for awhile. 
The team is still as strong.as the other 
teams, but one thing is that they don't 
have as many relays and jumpers as the 
other schools in the conference. So they 
make up for that in individual events. 

Outdoor season is just around the cor­
ner for the runners which is the favorite 
of almost everyone. That means better 
times, less injuries, and more fun. 

Mostly it is being ignored. According to 
the American Drug and Alcohol Survey 
for District 94 Students, which was taken 

These facts may not be all true, but they 
still are something that should not be 
ignored. Drugs are something a lot of 
high school students face. Many are ath­
letes,andmanypledgesarebroken.Some 
athletes feel they can drink, as long as 
they stay away from drugs. This is very 
wrong, and it abuses the pledge. In this 
day and age, a pledge just isn't enough. It's Tennis Time 

Soccer Kicks Off 
By JeffHadzima 

It's that time of year when girls soccer 
goes in full swing once again, and this 
year looks like it will be lheir best in our 
school's young girls soccer program. 

Having fifteen returning varsity play­
ers and playing yt>M round can only 
improve your program. Playing indoor 
can really help your game, and this is 
what many of the girls did. By playing 
in the off season and dedicating yourself 
to a long, rough soccer season molds a 
player into a good one. With all the 
players returning, the players speak with 
determination. 

"We have a lot of returning varsity 
players, so our gool is to do better than 
we did last year, •' Junior Kim Jkksaid. 

Doing better than last year seems to be 
every soccer player's goal. Last year 
may have looked like an unsuccessful 
year on paper. but it surely wasn't. It 

prepared them for this season. Now that 
the season is here, the time has come to put 
all tbat was lrmned from last season, and 
use it to become a better team. 

''Most of our top players are returning, 
so basically we have the same team as last 
year. This year as a team we will strive to 
become more of a contender in the DVC,'' 
Junior Ebrin Arimura said 

Becoming more of a contender in the 
DVC is something that will not be easy. 
Being one of the most difficult confer­
ences in most sports, it is surely a difficult 
season ahead for girls soccer also. With 
the large tmnoutof girls each year, the girls 
soccer team has a bright future. Each year 
seems to be a more successful one, and 
soon, after much hard work that is done, 
our girls soccer team may soon bring home 
their first DVC tide. 

Their first game is on April 7th at home 
against Glenbard North. 

By John Jovanovich 

Winterhalder, Sterling, Leek, Madden, 
yes it's tennis time. The season has started 
and the team is pumped. 

With the loss of last years downstate 
players. Jon Martin, JJ Schaun, and Kurt 
Hesterman, the Wildcats will have to rely 
on senior Mike Winterhalder and juniors 
Jeff Sterling and Joel Madden. 

Mr. Mo has had the team prepared by 
giving them time topratice in open gym and 
the players havepraticed on their own in the 
offseason. 

"We're going to wort hard and try to 
finish in the middle of the conference," 
Moekisaid. 

Sterling is hoping for a third place finish 
and he knows the Cats will have to play 
good to beat the Wheatons and the 
Napervilles. 

''The conference is very tough and we 
will just play hard and see what happens," 
said Winterhalder. 

The team will also get some help from 
underclassmen Matt Bowen and Mike Leek. 
Bowr.n is a freshman and Leek is a sonho-

more. However, the only returning 
leuennen from last year's team are 
Winterhalder, Sterling, and Joel Mad­
den. They will have to lead the younger 
players in the right direction if the Cats 
want a successful season. 

One of the team's other bright spots 
Andy Dvorak is hurt and he is not sure 
when he will return. 

The first meet is April 5th when the 
Wildcats visit Larkin. Some predict 
that the Wildcats will only go as far as 
Winterhalder can take them. 

"I'm the best player on the team," said 
Winterhalder. 

Hopefully he and the rest of the Wild­
cats are that confident when they hit the 
nets. 

This just in, former Wildcat quarter­
back star and starting guard for the 
varsity basketball team Tom Suess may 
be reporting to camp and joining the 
tennis team. He may just be b'ying 10 

pull a Michael Jordan. We will keep 
you informed on the Suess watch. 

Boys SOphomore Hoops Shine 
By Raven Moore 

"Our goal at the beginning of the sea­
son was to win the DuPage Valley 
Conference( on the sophomore level')," 
Jeremy Logan said. 

Although success was hard to come by 
for the Varsity boys basketball team this 
season, this was not the case for the boys 
sophomore team this season. 

The sophomores clinched the DVC 
title with a 53-52 win against Wheaton 
North on February 25. 

The boys ended the season with a 17-
3 record overall and a 12-2 record in the 
conference. 

Although most teams would be more 
than happy to do as well as the sopho-

Varsity Ends ·Season in Regional Loss 

mores did this season, they felt they could 
have easily gone undefeated. 

"We were hoping to be more successful 
than our record reflected," guard Ryan 
Saul said. The sophomore team lost by a· 
combined total of five points in their three 
losses this season. 

"Our success was due to the fact that 
Coach Recchia ·worked us harder than any 
other teain he has coached," Logan said. 
"He expected no less than a DVC title 
because he kilew what we were capable 
of." 

The players hope that this DVC champi- · · 
onship will help West Chicago athletics 

get the recognition it deserves in the confer­
ence. 

"The entire boys basketball program at 
WestChicagohasneverwonaDVC title so 
this should help us gain respect," Logan 
said. 

The boys felt another factor in their suc­
cess was the fact that all the players got 
along well together and many of the players 
spent time together off the court. 

Inexperience may be the only problem 
that could hinder the Varsity program in the 
future. With seven seniors graduating, lack 
of experience will be a big concern. 

· Juniors Dan Dibble and Derek Porter will 
have to share their knowledge and experi­
ence on the Varsity level with key sopho-

more players Brian Bowen, Jeremy 
Logan, and Jose Munoz if the Cats ex­
pect 10 succeed next year on the Varsity 
level. 

The Varsity boys basketball team 
ended their season with a loss against 
East Aurora in their flfSt game of the 
Regionals. The Cats were led by senior 
forward Donta Norwood who scored a 
game-high 36 points. 

The Varsity ended up with a 13-12 
record overall and finished 5-9 in the 
conference. NorwOOd was a Unani­
mous All-Conference selection and se­
nior Tom Suess was named Honorable 
Mention All-Conference. 

., I • I : ' •• } I . ·, •• 
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Wallner Replaced as Head Volleyball Coach 
Move raises questions about West Chicago coaching futures 

By David Vingren 

Mter two years as girls varsity head 
volleyball coach, Kim Wallner is being 
replaced, the administration announced. 

The Board of Education is expected to 
hire her replacement at its March 22 
meeting. The replacement will be hired 
as a Physical Education teacher who has 
great experience in volleyball. 

The transaction comes in the midst of a 
suddenly publicized interest the board 
and administration hold in having coaches 
who teach within the school. 

But, the athletic department claims there 
ll'e other reasons for the move, which 
JCrtain to the circumstances Wallner was 
aired under. 
Two years ago, West Chicago was ex­

.xx:ted to have a new head volleyball 
coach;butthesummerpriortothestartof 
season, this person decided to talce a 
position elsewhere. In an urgent need for 
a head coach, the school asked Wallner, 
who was coaching at a lower level, if she 
would assume the position. Wallner 
agreed and became head coach. 

But, according to Assistant Athletic 
. Director Gail George, it was understood 
between Wallner and the administration 
th3t the move could be temporary due to 
the unexpected circumstances she was 
hired under. 

"At the time it was talked about that this 
was something I might not do forever," 
Wallner said. 

"My greatest strength overall was not 
volleyball at the beginning because I had 
never played volleyball in high school or 
college; but after going to a number of 
clinics and coaching it over the years I 
feel I did a pretty good job. 

"At the time I took thejob I had told the 
ADthatitmaynotbesomethinglwanted 
to do forever." 

But, the administration now feels that 
they have found someone more qualified 
to fill the cmching position, who will 
teach within the school as well. 

"We prefer to have coaches that are in 
the building," Athletic Director Tom 
Hancock said. "What we're looking for 
is excellent teachers who have an exper­
tise in a particular sport: That's logic. . 

"We'd like it if all our coaches worked 
in the school. We see coaches as role 
models. It's good to have it so that the 
students can see their coaches when 
they're walking down the hall or when 
they're in the classroom, or when there's 
an emergency that they always can fmd 
theircmch. Anyone would say that is the 
excellent way to go." 

Wallner did file a job application with 
the school to become a Physical Educa­
tion teacher; but the new coach will flU 
the only current opening available. 

"I had heard they were looking to get 
coaches [who teach] in the building and 
I was hoping they'd look to me," said 
Wallner who is currently aPE teacl)er at 
Benjamin I unior High School. 

Wallner was unsme when attempting 
to find the words to describe the school's 
move. . 

"Do I feel I was fired?" Wallner said, 
repeating an asked question. "I don't 
know what the right wotd is to be honest 
with you. I was replaced. I was replaced 
by another person. I don't know. 

"[The administration] put it where 
they wanted to get their head coaches in 
the building.". 

Some feel that this is the ftrSt of several 
moves to come by theadministtation and 

school board where they try to fulfill 
' their preference of having coaches who 

teach within the building. 
Wallner said she believes the replace­

mentis a result of a combination of things 
-the administtation and board's prefer­
ence, and the circumstances she was hired 
under. 
Wall~er said her two years as head 

volleyball coach meant a lot to her. 
"As far as coaching at the high school, 

I've done a lot and put in a lot of years and 
what volleyball coaching meant to me 
was a lot," she said. "I think in every 
sport I coach I put in lot of myself into .it 
and I tried to do the best I could to help the 
program whether I was a varsity coach or 
a lower level coach." 
"I liked her," saidseniOrsbelri oafeiden 

who played under Wallner in volleyball 
and varsity basketball. "I enjoyed being 
coached by her. She gives you the oppor­
tunity to prove yourself. She believes in 
all her players. 
~'What other person could give as much 

effort and dedication as Miss Wallner 
does?' 

Although it is one of the reasons she 
will not be the volleyball head coach next 
year, Wallner does not see the coaches in 

the building preference as a negative 
idea. 

"I feel it's a good thing," she said. "My 
feeling overall is it helps your program. 
It makes your athletic program stronger 
overall to have coaches in the building. I 
think you can relate to staff members 
about your program and I think you can 
get more support sometimes if you're 
around the building. You can communi­
cate with parentsandathletesmucheasier. 
I think there are a lot of advantages to it. 

"I'm not saying that it's the only way 
that it should be run; but there are some 
advantages to being in the building." 

This preference by the administtation 
and board could mean Wallner's head 
varsity girls basketball coaching job is in 
jeopardy, as well as Lee Maciejewski's 
head varsity coaching jobs in boys bas­
ketball and girls softball. 

When asked about the status of her 
basketball coaching career, Wallner said, 
"I have no idea." She said that she has 
fear in regards to her future. She said, "I 
think that's a natural reaction. 

"I am still the head basketball coach as 
of this time and as far as what's going to 
happen in the future, nothing is really 
decided yet." 

Superintendent Dr. Joel Morris said 
replacing W allneror MaciejewSki would 
be considered "if somebody comes along 
with an outstanding blckround [for coach­
ing] who is hired as a teacher. 

"We've only hired rei teaching. If the 
person hired has the ability to be a coach 
here, that's great." 

Morris said the board and administra­
tion has always preferred coaches who 
teach within the building and said he has 
"no idea" to why this issue has all of a 
sudden arisen in a controversial manner. 

"I'm certainly not the one mising the 
issue," he said. "These circumstances 
aren't anything new. The board has 
always preferred to have coaches in the 
building. 

"I can't imagine students would not 
want to have their coach in the building 
so they can see them on a regular basis." 

Good Things to Come on 
Mounds 

By David Vingren 

There is the of saying "pitching is ninety 
percent of the game." It has been used for 
years by baseball coaches, and Head Var­
sity Baseball Coach Tim Courtney is no 
different 

"You've got to pitch to win," he says. 
If Courtney stands strong by his state­

ment, he should be optimistic about this 
season. 

Three starting pitchers from last year 
have returned-Seniors Ted Fijalkowski, 
John Miller, and Tim Murphy. 

Fijalkowski is coming off a 2-1 record 
during the summer league with an impres­
sive 0.91 ERA. 

Even more impressive was his finish of 
last season in the regional championship 
game against the eventual state champion 
York, where he pitched a complete game 
and gave up only one run. 

"[That game] gives me confidence that I 
can pitch against the best in the state," 
Fijalkowski said 

Courtney said he thinks Fijalkowski and 
Miller (3-3, 2.81 during summer) areca­
pable of setting the school record for most 
wins in a season (seven). 
"If I pitch to my full potential, it's very 

possible," Fijalkowski said. "[I'll have to] 

pitch smart, stay ahead of the hitters, 
and establish my inside fastball." 

"I've got to pitch smart," Miller said, 
"and not get psyched out by Naperville 
Central and teams like that. I think I can 
[break the record]." 

For West Chicago's pitching is to be 
fully effective, it will need improve­
ment behind it as last year's team 
struggled defensively. 

"We're going to hit a million ground 
balls and a million fly balls," said 
Courtney of how he will use his practice 
time to improve that area. 

Although most of the pitching staff is 
back, a bulk of the offense is gone, 
maialy Scott Westman (5 HR's) and 
.300 plus hitter Richie Fikis, who both 
have gone on to play in college. 

Courtney said his team will have to 
focus on executing well in order to score 
runs. 

"We're going to have to do the little 
things like walk, steel bases, bunt; just 
the little stuff," he said. 

West Chicago (14-17 last season) 
opens the season March 29 with a double 
header at St. Charles. 
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