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Boys Swim to 
Sectionals 

By Stacy Shannon 

Things have been going well this year 
for the boy's swim team. There have 
been many improvements this year. 

The freshmen have also given good 
pezformances, and a total of six records 
have been broken by freshmen. All of the 
freshmen were Sharks Coach Mary Beth 
Eaton says there is a possibility to break 
six or seven records at sectionals. 

Three freshman relay records, and the • 
hundred meter butterfly have been bro­
ken. The five hundred meter freestyle has 
been broken twice, twice by Jeff Cain, 
and once by Peta- Grant 

The Wildcats have swam well at their 
past meets, but the most impressive vic­
Ul'}' was at Crystal Lake on the 1st, when 

they wo11. every event except for the 50-
. yard freestyle. 

Sectionals start February 19th. The 
Wildcats play host for the first post-sea­
son meet, which is also the final meet 
before the state fina1s the 25th and 26th. 

Last yt"M they only had one state quali­
fier, sophomore Dan Tracey, but th!s year 
they are looking forward to the posSibility 
of more qualifiers. 

"We're looking f<X" strong individual 
ptrlormances," Eaton said, "we are not 
putting any pressme on them, we just 
want them to do their best" 

West Chjcago May 

Join Mega- Conference 
· By John Jovanovich 

Will West Olicago be in the new 
Mega-Conference? Well, don't count 
on it, at least with in the next few years. 

There has been talk that the schools in 
the DuPage area are forming a Mega­
Conference which would combine 
about thirty schools divided up into four 
divisions according to the size of 

. enrollment 
There, however, has been no times or 

dates set up to discuss fonning this 
conference. 

Athletic director Tom Hancock said, 
"I don't see this happening for quite a 
while, if it happens at all. Fonning a 
conference is a lot of work and a lot of 
time. We're very happy being a part of 

the DVC. I feel that as far as alhletics 
go, the DVC is as competitive as any 
conference in the state." 

Forming a new conference would 
mean new competition. Here are some 
comments by some West Chicago 
students regarding this issue. One 
Senior said, "maybe we can win a game 
now." Seni<X' golft2' Steve Chytry said, 
"Now we can play against schools with 
the same enrollment as us." 

West Chicago would lose the 
Wbeatons and Naperville schools and 
gain schools like Amora and 
Streamwood. 

Hancock said, "I don't see it happen­
ing fCX" quite awhile." 

DVC May Eliminate 
Girls V Games 

By David Vingren 

The DuPage Valley Cooference may 
eliminate junior varsity basketball games ­
from its girls basketball schedule begin­
ning in 1995. 

Although the DVC girls head varsity 
coaches have already voted against the 
proposal, school athletic directors and 
principals can still wort to pass iL 

Currendy, the system•s fow- levels are 
freshman, sq>homore,juniorvarsity, and 
varsity. The proposal would replace the 
junior varsity level with a freshman B 
level. 

The idea is similar to the new system 
girls volleyball will have this fall They 
are also adding a freshman B level which 
will replace the sophomore level in 1994 
and the junior varsity level in 1995 and 
beyond. 

Those who like the idea want to make 
the DVC stystem like the conferences 
they compete against in non-ronference 

games. Most of those confflellCeS do not 
have junior varsity teams, which causes 
scheduling difficulties. 

Another argument for the proposal is 
that mere freshman desezve an opportu­
nity to play and im)I'Ove themselves over 
three years to make the varsity level their 
senior year. Also, as the levels go lowt2', 
more people try out and, thtlefore, are 
cut. The new system lowers the number 
of cut players. 

Those against the proposal dislike the 
idea of several juniors not having the 

seniors are playing at tbe varsity level. 
They feel that juniors need a level to 
prepare for varsity the next season. 

W.est Chicago varsity head coach Kim 
Wallnet voted against the idea for that 
reason. 

Board Denies Rumor -on 
Coaches 

By .David Vingren 

The Board of Education shot down a ru­
mor that they will install a requirement for 
West Chicago head coaches, at any level, to 
be a teacher within the school. 

Due to this nunCX", many believe head 
coaches such as Kim Wallner (girls varsity 
basketball and volleyball) and Lee 
Maciejewski (boys varsity basketball and 
girls softball) will not be coaching next 
season. 

Superintendent Dr. Joel Morris addressed 
the rumor at the Board meeting 
on February 15 saying, "the rumor is 
false." But he did say he told all coaches 
that the board does feel strongly about 
having coaches who teach within the 
school. 

The board was also scheduled to dis­
cuss the issue of athletic penona1 in the . 
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Girls Basketball 

Season Comes to Crashing Halt 
By David Vingren Wallner named DVC CoachpfYear 

Ouch! 
That pain was applied by West Aurora. 

who knocked down a tie-breaking three 
pointez with eight seconds remaining in 
the first round of the regional that would 
cause a shockingly alwpt end to West 
Chicago's season. · 

"I was disappointed because the season 
ended a little earlirz than a lot of people 
thought I wanted it to go on a while," 
head coach Kim Wallner said. w~ 
team lost 50-47 on February 15. 

West Aurora was the eleventh seed in 
the tournament while the Wildcats were 
seeded sixth. 

"We were the team that was suppose to 
win; but that's what's great about the 

state tomnament, [although] itwasn 'tgreat 
for us; anything can happen on any given 
night and the state tournament gives ev~ 

. eryone the tWOrtWrlty to start over again," 
Walln«. said. 

West Chicago (17-8) would have played 
rivalNapezvilleCentral in the second round 
had they won. The Red Hawks had won 
both conference games this season and the 
Wildcats were looking for revenge. 

"I think we were all ready to play 
Naperville Central and we forgot to beat 
West Aurora along the way," senior Darcy 
McLeod said. "I doo 't think anybody was 
expecting it to be a clOse game. We took 
them f<r granted" 

Dan Dibble goes up for a jumper. 

Wildcats Look to Regional 
for Compensation 

By Raven Moore 

"Our goal this season has been to win as 
many games as possible and play as bard 
as we can, "Varsity coach Lee 
Maciejewski said. 

1be boys' Varsity basketball team has 
struggled to get wins in the DuPage Val­
ley Conference this season. 

"We didn't connect this season-we 
didn't play well as a team," senior guard 
Tom Suess said. 

With their final conference game on 
.. Friday against Wheaton North, the Cats 

have a 3-9 recml in the DVC (not includ­
ing Saturday's game at Wheaton­
Warrenville South). 

A seventh place finish will likely be the 
Cats record unless an upset win against 
North occurs. A win at West Chicago 
could put the boys in sixth place. 

At the beginning of the season the play­
ers were hoping to finish in the top two or 
three in conference. 

"The boys didn't take into account how 
r strong the conference would be this year. 

They also didn't realize that although we 
had three starters and a sixth man return­
ing on the Varsity level, W(: lost two all­
conference performers in Kevin Baldus 
and Dave Valenti, " MaCiejewski said. 

Much of the scoring that has been missed 
from Valenti and Baldus has been picked 
up by senior forward Donta Norwood . 

"I'm not surprised with the way Donta 
has stepped up at all. He has turned out to 

be oo.e of the top playrn in the DVC. he 
has beat demanding on the boards, bas 
been more assertive offensively, and has 
shown strong leadrzship and a great atti­
tude," Maciejewski said. 

Norwood will need help offensively for 
West Chicago to win regionals next week. 

"Someone -will have to step up offen­
sively to take the pressure off of Donta, 
especially if we get lhe chance to play 
Naperville North," Suess said. 

The Cats will have to beat East Aurora 
next Tuesday before the getting the chance 
to play Napezville North next Thursday. 

"For us to beat Napezville North in the 
regional final we have to play solid basket­
ball for the whole thirty-two minutes, " 
Maciejewski said 

FortheCats,thatmeanstheywillhaveto 
focus on shooting shots they practice and 
being patient enough to run the offense. 

Their defense will not be a concern ~ 
cause it has been the constant for them all 
yearlong. 

"When we are faced with a tough oppo­
nent, om defense stepS up to the occasion, 
"·reserve guard Derek Porter said. 

"I hope we fmish the season up hard and 
end on a good note, " Suess said. A 
conference win against Wheaton North 
and a regional final upset win over 
Naperville North would definitely be a 
good end to a somewhat disappointing 
season. 

The Wildcats will have a quality regu­
lar season to remember. though, ioclud­
ing a third place 1().4 finish in the DuPage 
Valley Conference behind Naperville 
North (13-1) andNapezville Central (13-
1). 

Wallner will remember this season as 
being the first time she was named DVC 
coach of the year. 

"It m<3lt a lot to me," Wallner said of 
receiving the award. ''Usually the coach 
that wins the confezence wins the award. 
I was very surprised and vczy hon<ml 

"I don't thinkanyoo.e expected us to be 
104. I think [the award is] a reflection of 
my kids this year. They look to give me 
the credit, but I think a lot of the credit 

goestomyteam. Without them I wouldn't 
be getting this kind of award." 

Receiving the honor is also a reflection 
of the fact that West Chicago was so 
successful even though all five starters 
from last season's team graduated and. 
therefore, inexperience was a potential 
problem. 

Seni<nMcLeod,SheriDaleiden,Raven 
Moore, Carie Mielke, Betsy Co, and.jun­
iorsRobin Westrom and OuistinaNimmo 
were all playing at the junior varsity level 
last season. 

Seniors Julie Kramer, Carey Netzel, 
and Jen AQ,lt were varsity resezves their 
jamior years. 

Berendson Highlight 
to New Start 

By Jeff Hadzima 

Afta' a long a grueling seasoo., Rich 
Berendsoo. has done what he has been 
wanting to do all year long, and that is 
make it to the state finals in Champaign. 

''Our goal is to get as many people 
down to the state meet as possible," 
Coach Dan Knight said before the Sec­
tional meet. Freshman Eddie Valdez(103 
lbs.), Sophom(J'C Jamie Phillips (125), 
Junior Rich Berendson {l3S), Senior 
Todd Reffet (145), and Senior Felipe 
Hernandez (152)all went to the sectional 
meet at Conant High school in Hoffman 
Estates. Only Berendson came out with a 
chance to prove himself again by ad­
vancing to the state meet by placing 
second at the sectional. 

''Ourrecord wouldn't indicate it [that 
it was a successftil season], but all of our 
kids are accomplishing their personal 
goals. We gave up a lot of forfeits in the 
year, so that hUrt our dual meet record,'' 
Knight said 

Even with one going to state, Coach 
Knight'sseason bas been a success. Wres-

tiers now ate more dedicated, and are 
beginning to work for next seasoo. 

Having a new coach can greatly im­
prove a team ~g to Senior Rich 
Clark. "Coach Knight set a tone and a 
higher Slandard. He also taught more in a 
way that we can learn and improve. He 
helped me improve more because of his 
style of coaching.'' 

Knight brought his All American style 
to the wrestling program. This is noticable 
by watching and listening to the wres­
tlers. They want to wmc hard in the off 
season, and they want to improve to their 
absolute best, with nothing less. 

Even though the season is over for all 
but Berendson, the wrestlers still JDCtice 
after school. This is a sign of dedication 
and change. Enthusiasm and glory is in 
the wrestlers faces. The days of Coach · 
French are over, and a new era of Coach 
Knight is here. We-Go wresdm will be a 
force to be reckoned with now, and the 
glory ofW e-Go wrestlm going down to 
state will be something common. Dedica­
tion becomes victory. · 
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