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win; but that’s what’s great about the

Dan Dibble goes up for a jumper.

expecting it to be a close game. We took
them for granted.”

Wildcats Look to Regional
for Compensation

By Raven Moore

"Our goal this season has been to win as
many games as possible and play as hard
as we can, "Varsity coach Lee
The boys’ Varsity basketball team has
struggled to get wins in the DuPage Val-
ley Conference this season.

“We didn’t connect this season-we
didn’t play well as a team, “ senior guard
Tom Suess said.

With their final conference game on
Friday against Wheaton North, the Cats
have a 3-9 record in the DVC (notinclud-
ing Saturday's game at Wheaton-
Warrenville South) .

A seventh place finish will likely be the
Cats record unless an upset win against
North occurs. A win at West Chicago
could put the boys in sixth place.

At the beginning of the season the play-
ers were hoping to finish in the top two or
three in conference.

"The boys didn’t take into account how
strong the conference would be this year.
They also didn’t realize that although we
had three starters and a sixth man return-
ing on the Varsity level, we lost two all-
conference performers in Kevin Baldus

- and Dave Valenti, " Maciejewski said.

Muchofthe scoring that hasbeenmissed
from Valenti and Baldus has been picked
up by senior forward Donta Norwood .

"I’m not surprised with the way Donta
has stepped up at all. He has turned out to

be one of the top players in the DVC. he
has been demanding on the boards, has
been more assertive offensively, and has
shown strong leadership and a great atti-
tude,” Maciejewski said.

Norwood will need help offensively for
West Chicago to win regionals next week.

"Someone will have to step up offen-
sively to take the pressure off of Donta,
especially if we get the chance to play
Naperville North,” Suess said.

The Cats will have to beat East Aurora
next Tuesday before the getting the chance
to play Naperville North next Thursday.

"For us to beat Naperville North in the
regional final we have to play solid basket-
ball for the whole thirty-two minutes, "
Maciejewski said.

For the Cats, thatmeans they will have to
focus on shooting shots they practice and
being patient enough to run the offense.

Their defense will not be a concern be-
cause it has been the constant for them all
year long.

"When we are faced with a tough oppo-
nent, our defense steps up to the occasion,
"-reserve guard Derek Porter said.

"I hope we finish the season up hard and
end on a good note, " Suess said. A
conference win against Wheaton North
and a regional final upset win over
Naperville North would definitely be a
good end to a somewhat disappointing
season.
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Berendson Highlight
to New Start

By Jeff Hadzima

After a long a grueling season, Rich
Berendson has done what he has been
wanting to do all year long, and that is
make it to the state finals in Champaign.

“’Our goal is to get as many people
down to the state meet as possible,”
Coach Dan Knight said before the Sec-
tional meet. Freshman Eddie Valdez (103
1bs.), Sophomore Jamie Phillips (125),
Junior Rich Berendson (135), Senior
Todd Reffet (145), and Senior Felipe
Hemandez (152) all went to the sectional
meet at Conant High school in Hoffman
Estates. Only Berendson came out witha
chance to prove himself again by ad-
vancing to the state meet by placing
second at the sectional,

**Our record wouldn't indicate it [that
it was a successful season], but all of our
kids are accomplishing their personal
goals. We gave up a lot of forfeits in the
year, so that hurt our dual meet record,”’
Knight said.

Even with one going to state, Coach
Knight'sseason has beenasuccess. Wres-

tlers now are more dedicated, and are
beginning to work for next season.

Having a new coach can greatly im-
prove a team according to Senior Rich
Clark. "Coach Knight set a tone and a
higher standard. He also taught more in a
way that we can learn and improve. He
helped me improve more because of his
style of coaching.”’

Knight brought his All American style
tothe wrestling program. Thisis noticable
by watching and listening to the wres-
tlers. They want to work hard in the off
season, and they want to improve to their
absolute best, with nothing less.

Even though the season is over for all
but Berendson, the wrestlers still practice
after school. This is a sign of dedication
and change. Enthusiasm and glory is in
the wrestlers faces. The days of Coach
French are over, and a new era of Coach
Knight is here. We-Go wrestlers will be a
force to be reckoned with now, and the
glory of We-Go wrestlers going down to
state will be something common. Dedica-
tion becomes victory. -
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