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Pep Club Debate Rages On 

Rachel Owens 
It has been a tradition for the 

West Chicago High School paper 
to ripon Pep Club and everything 
they do. I thought that this might 
change with the tum over of the 
paper. New advisor, new staff, · 
new name, .. .New Ideas? Nope, 
same old stuff. 

What impact will it really have? 

Nicbole Cmfin 
It's game day. and pep club is 

busy scwryingaround the school 
decorating players' lockers, the 
male playeiS • locketS that is. 
Okay, so you are tired of bear· 
ing complaints about pep club, 
aftez all, you can't please every-

righ ? one, t. 
Wrong. Not only has pep club 

left out the entire female popu­
lation at Community High, but 
they have done nothing to start 
including them. 

Pep club member Lisa 
Ellezbrochsaid. "The guys don't 
appreciate what pep club mem­
lx"rs do. It would be nice if they 
did it for the girls." Juniors 

and Karen 
Hesterman agree with 

The administration is not re­
sPODSI'ble for the way the male 
students view the female pep 
club membelS. In one sense, it 
is not really important who's 
lockel'getsdecorated.and who's 
doesn't In another sense, the 
controversy can be a symbol of 

how far women's rights have 
come. 

Women are supposed to have 
equal opfXI1UDity, equal pay. 
and the ability to make it in the 
world without a man. 

All cheerleaders are in pep 
club, and now that there are 
male cheerleadeiS, shouldn't 
theyhavetodeante girl's lock­
ers? It is really not too much to 
ask of the male cheedeadcrs. 

It is pathebc that girl's sports 
teams have to decaate their 
own lockers. If pep club offers 
support to Community High 
sports, they should offer sup­
port to all of the teams, not just 
the boy's. 

My faith in Community High 
has started to slip. I don't feel 
that the female sports teams are 

- looked upon with respect for · . 
real athletes who work hard to 
score points for the school. 
Changes need to be made to 
bring equality of the sexes 
among sports. Such changes 
can only come through the fu-

I guess I did see the humor in it 
in the beginning, but it got a little 
stale. I agree that Pep Club does 
make a few mistakes but why 
dor3 everyone expect so much 
from them? Noonemakesfunof 
other clubs that do not do a whole 
lot. 

Pep Club is probably one of the 
more organized clubs in the 
school. They meet on a regular . 
basis and do get things accom­
plished. AU the pep assemblies 
are organized by them. 

It seems that students also feel 
burdened by the assemblies that 
are planned. Why is sitting in a 
gym watching stimulating sports 
activities less exciting than sit­
ting ina class? Some people even 
sit in Commons instead of going 
to the optional Pep Assemblies. 

The official purposeofPepClub 
is to spread pep. What part of 
their job are they not fulfilling? It 
seems to me they have a huge 
lood on their shoulders. Pep is 
something that is not common at 
our school. 

So give Pep club a break and 
pick on something else. (Prefer­
ably not about the school, but if it 
dot-31uive to be about the school 
try to think of something origi­
nal). 

Raven Moore 
The Federal Centers for Dis­

ease Control repon that one out 
of twenty children across the 
nation carries a gun to school. 
Something must be done to con­
trol this astounding statistic. 

It has taken seven yeMS, but 
the Brady bill has finally passed. 
The Brady bill will create a 
mandatory criminal back­
ground check and a five day 
waiting period between the time 
agunisboughtandthetimeitis 
handed to the buyer. 

The bill is named Jim 
Brady who was permanently 
disabled when shot in the head 
by a gunman attempting to as­
sassinate President Reagan in 
1981. Brady was 
presidents's Secretary of State. 

This bill which is now going 
to be a law will in actuality not 
do very much to stop the2S,OOO 
deaths that occur each year by 
handguns. Although the man­
datory criminal-background 
check will keep ex -convicts 
from receiving a gun legally. 
the five day waiting period is 
relatively useless. 

"We want to reduce the num­
ber of deaths and injuries from 
guns in this nation. 1bal is my 
goal," Sarah Brady,Iim Brady's 
wife and gun control suptXI't.eJ', · 
said. 

Teacher Recognition at West Chicago 
Rachel Owens 
·When somethingpositivehap­

pens in OW' school, the adminis­
ttation is not afraid to let the 
community and the student body 
know. For instance, when We­
GowontheBlueRibbonAward, 
the entire school attended an 
assembly to share in what a great 
school we all attend. 

When a student wins an 
award, their name is p1aced on 
the Marquee and it is announced 
over. the Student Announce­
ments. Allofthe-"Studentofthe 
Months" grace the hallway dis­
play case with their picture. All 
these things are designed to in­
fonn the students of We-Go's 
great accomplishments. 

Our school has had the oppor­
tunity to wolk with many great 
educators. Some of them have 
even won awards! This is a 
great honor not only for them 
but for the school. The school 
should pride themselves on a 
wonderful staff with outstand­
ing teachers. Some teachers, 
for instance the fonner math 
teacher. Mr. Carter, won a Presi­
dential Math teachers award. 

And did you know that Mrs. 
Kozlowski won a Certificate for 
participation in the High Scope 
Child Care program? Many 
teachers speak at conferences 

including Mrs. Carter (lliinois 
Association ofTeachels of En­
glish West Suburban Confer­
ence) and Ms. Strohm ( Dlinois 
Council;TeachingForiegnLan­
guage on art. music, and phi­
losophy). 

It is important to let the public 
know that these people are im­
portant to the well being of the 
school. 

How many of the students 
know about the awards that the 
teachers have won? These are 
the people that teach us to sing, 
dance, solve, sew. and print Is 
it not important for the students 
to take pride in the faculty? 
Wouldn't knowing about the 
faculty' saccomplishments help 
boost the student's moral? 

For almost 30 years students 
here have had the change to work 
with one outstanding teacher in 
particular. Ron Benner has seen 
our music department change 
drastically. 

He has developed a choral de­
partment that made a name for 
West Chicago. He not only 
taught the basic voice tech­
niques, but he gave students an 
outlet and a free place to ex­
press. He tmned a lot of people 

around and gave them a reason 
to come to school. 

Outside of school, his groups 
have performed for local clubs 
and businesses thoughout the 
community. He has brought 
Christmas spirit to many in our 
town. 

Mr. Bennez was famous not 
only in West Chicago, but state­
wide. Anyone that knows music 
knows Mr. Benner. Many sur­
rounding college music profes­
sors know him on a first name 
basis. People appreciate his work 
and show him. 

Benner has won various awards 
in his 30 years of teaching. He 
has been a Fox Valley Honors 
Choir host, President, and Trea­
surer. His groups have taken 
fJrst places at the State Music 
Contest and so have his indi­
vidual students. · In 1987, West 
Chicago was named State Music 
Champs under his direction. 

Probably hisgreatesthonorwas 
receiving the Harold Decker 
Award. This is a national Award · 
given to one secondary school or 
college teacher. He was nomi­
nated by his peers and was one of 
only two people chosen for this 
·award. 

The sad part of the story is 
that nobody knows. Students 
that worked under Mr. Benner 
have talked to the School Board 
about naming the choral room 
aftec Mr. Benner. That idea 
was shot down. 

Nothing was done to recog­
nize Mr. Benner, or a lot of 
otherteachersfortheir achieve­
ments. What would be hurt by 
calling the Choir Room the 
BennezChoir Room? Why can 
th ings only be named after ad­
ministrators. Bishop, Weyrock, 
Kamm; they were all adminis­
trators. Aren't teachers just as 
important? 

Rewards make us all work 
harder. No- one seems to do 
something for nothing. If we 
want teachers to stay, we need 
to let them know that they are 
appreciated. 

Who is to say that the teachers 
that leave are not leaving be­
cause they do not feel loved? 
More than five teachers left last 
year. Too bad they are not here 
so we could ask them why. 

F<J'about$10ayear,justabout 
any adult in America can legally 
buy a gun without regard for 
cooling-off periods or criminal 
background checks. The en­
forcement of the Brady law will 
have to be strictly enforced in 
order to make a difference in 
handgun deaths. 

This law will do nothing to 
regulateillegalgunsalreadycir­
cuJating among youths. Re­
cently a nationwide survey was 
cooducted that revealed 9% of 
high school students have shot 
at someone and tul-ha e-been 
shot . 
. Hstudents already own or have 

use of a gun they will not be 
stoRJed from usiilg it Although 
people will be unable to pur­
chase new ones, the ones they 
have will be used without this 
law threatening them. 

1be focus of this law seems to 
be on keeping a couple hundred 
Americans from obtaining a gun 
if they are criminals or if they 
are planning a mu.rdez on a mo­
mentary fit of rage. Gun control 
has got to more than a couple 
insignificant laws. 

Children and adults alike must 
be stripped of handguns if lhe 
death rate is to seriously 'de­
cline. 
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A More 
Colorful 
''What­
to-do­
with-
your-

, 

weekend'' 
Report~ 
Jl u / 

' 
By Addie Panveno 
Warning: Thisinstallmentof"What­

to-do ..• " isnotforeveryone.Itisonlyfor 
those people who have money to bum 
and who have a high tolerance for pain. 

Tattoos. 
It has been a fonn of art for centuries, 

butlatelyithas boomed up to be the latest 
fad. You see tattoos, both fake and real, 
painted across runway models and punk 
rockers. It makes one wonder if they are 
really as cool as everyone makes them 
out to be. 

Personally, I think they are. But that"s 
just me. But I'm not saying that tattoos 
are for everyone. I don't suggest with­
drawing a hundred dollars from your 
college savings to run out and ha.ve 
"MOM" tattooedacrossyourback. You 
have to remembathatit will be with you 
for the~ of your life. Unless you want 
to have it surgically removed, which is 
both costly and painful. 

I don't suggest with­
drawing a hundred dol­
lars from your college 
savings to run out 
andhave "MOM" 
tatooed across your 
back. 

But if a tattoo is well thought out, it can 
reflect a person's personality and en­
hance their beauty. 
· There are several places in the area that 
you can get tattoos, but not all will do it 
if you are undelaged. Some places will 
with parents consent, but other places 
won't stick a needle in you if you are 
under 18. 

Most all parlors having books in which ' 
you can pick your design, or you can 
bring in a picture of your own. rve seen 
tattoos copied from photographs that have 
been absolutely amazing, but it really 
depends on the ability of the tattoo artist. 

~ 

(Featutes 

By Ted Fijalkowsk 

They"re not Aspen or Steamboat 
Springs, but four area ski mountains pro­
vide for that winter wge to hit the slopes. 
Whether you are a first timer or an avid 
downhiller these hills are close enough 
for a one day outing. 

In Wisconsin, about two and a half 
hours north of Chicago, three convenient 
mountains offer miles of runs to satisfy 
recreational skiers. 

Cascade Mountain thirty miles n<Xth of 
Madison on I 90-94, boasts twenty-one 
runs, seven chair lifts, one tow rope, and 
can circulate 14,300skierspezhour. Night 
skiing, a full service equipment shop, 
and a log burning snack shop are fea­
tured. 

Devil's Head just south of the Dells on 
190-94, is by no means as ominous as it's 
name. It is a full-service resort with 
twenty-one runs, four lifts, and two two 
ropes. Cross country sling, hiking trails, 
horseback riding are also available at 
Devil's Head. 

3 

Christmas Mountain, five miles west 
of the Dells, is appropriately named be­
cause <>;fits scenic north woods setting. It 
is a fast growing reson with seven runs, 
two chair lifts and one two rope. Lodg-
ing, dinning, cross country siding and about twenty minutes from West Chi-
snow mobiling are all part of the attrac- cago in Bartlett, lllinois. Although 
lions to Christmas MolDltain. smaller than the Dells trio, you can spend 

Uft tickets for these Wisconson slopes less time in the C3f and more time on the 
range fran $19 to $31 for adults and ski eigbtfUDS wdh fourmpeuod.quadchai&' . 
rentals are$13 to $17. lift. Lifttictetsare$15to$21 (adult) and 
If two and half hours seems a bit roo ·. ·rentals from $15. Villa Olivia also has 

much of a ride, there is Villa OliVia, • • 

several inexpensive packages 1lfailable 
thro h local n<>w districts. m 1 ~ ~ ug ...-• Y ';.l{i. I • 

No need to wait for the snow to llW,·arr 
.d Jhese ski~ -~ ~..!I! tb.ei! 
mowm.-snow. ~i 

by Laura Torrey Who Is Santa? 

• 
"Santa Claus is this jolly old man with 

a red suit who brings you Chrisbnas 
presents on Chrislmas if you good. He 
has Rudolph, all of these reindeer, a wife 
andlittleelves. HealsolivesintheNorth 
Pole," says Blanca Rios. 

I hate to say this, but, Miss Rios is 
wrong about the true facts of Santa Claus. 

In America, he may fly in a sleigh and 
have Rudolph guide him, but, he has 
many other names and beliefs in differ­
entcountries: Sinter Klaas-Netherlands, 
Father Christmas- England, 
Weihnachtismann- Germany, San 
Nicola- Italy, Jultomten- Scandinavia, 
and Nikolai Chudovotis- Russ'ia, just to 
name a few. 

All of these people date back 1,700 
years ago to one man from Southwest 
Turkey, named St Nicholas. 

St Nicholas was known as a "miracle 
child." It was said that right after his birth 
he was given a bath, then he stood up, 
raised his arms, and prayed to God. 

Once Nicholas grew up, his parents 
wanted him to become a priest Nicholas 
lived near a neighboring family, who was 
po<r, had unwed daughters in their twen­
ties, and no mother. None of the daugh­
tm could wed because they didn't have 
dowries, (the money given to the hus­
band when married). 

{ 
Nicholas heard of this, so on night he 

slipped into theirroom,and gave them all 
a bag of gold. The next night, a second 
bag arrived anonymously through the 
window. 

On the third night, the father and the 
three daughtrzs hid to catch a glimpse of 
the mysterious man. Once they saw 
Nicholas, Nicholas made them swear not 
to reveal his identity. Unfortunatly, they 
did and the story survived. It all comes 
down to , " ... stockings were hung by the 
chimney with care, in h<Jlles that St Ni­
cholas soon will be there ... " 

Later on, St Nicholas became a bishop 
and he traveled to Nicea. On the way , he 
went to an inn to recieve shelter and food. 
This town was very poor, but they were 
impressed with a bishop coming so they 
gave him a pot roast. Nicholas thought it 
was strange that the poor would have a 
pot roast, so he went back in the kitchen 
to check it out The innkeeper was chop­
ping up three little boys, who were al­
ready killed and pickled in brine. 

As Nicholas walked in the kitchen, the 
three boys came back to life. This is 
when St Nicholas became the pllron 
Saint of children. 

Over the years. St. Nicholas changed 
his style. The stmes of all his miracles 
traveled on, and others decided to follow 
in his footstepS. 

Once the story reached America, many 
people caUed him Christkindle, who in 
Protestant names was the "Gift Bringer." 
Then lateritwaschangedto KrissKringle. 

A..-ound the 1800's, they changed the 
name to Santa Claus, but no one could 
figure out why. Then, in 1822, a poet 
called Professor Moore created the leg­
end of Santa Claus in the poem. ''Twas 
the Night Before Christmas." 

Moore decided to take different char­
acteristics from each of the countries 
beliefs and made them into what we 
believe today. The Germans 
Weihnachtisman gave Santa a red suit, 
Scandinavia made him slip down the 
chimney, the Russians gave the Magic 
reindeer, France originated the Stock­
ings and gifts, the Dutch thought up the 
good and the bad children, an now Santa 
Claus becametheGreatAmmcanDream, 
with making old world cultures to a whole 
new on combined. 

Now a days we are left with magi.zines, 
pictures, cards, postcards, etc. filled with 
St Nicholas memories that came to life 
with the belief of Santa Oaus. And as 
Profess<l' Moore would say, " But, I 
heard Him exclailil ere he drove out of 
sight, Merry Christtnas to all and to all a 
goodnight!" 
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Shaky Start 
for Cats 

by Raven Moore 

The Varsity boys basketball program 
has more experience than ever before, but 
in the ftrst couple games it has not shown. 

The boys finished the Oswego Thanks­
giving Tournament 2-1, but did not place 
because three out of four teams in the 
toumamentfinishedwith the same record. 
The Wildcats went into the last game with 
and 2-0 record. but could not hit key shots 
in the fourth quarter to beat host Oswego. 

"We played pretty well, but we didn't · 
stay focused," senior forward Donta 
Norwood said of the loss to Oswego. 
Experieoce should have prevailed for the 
Cats, but shot percentage was the key in 
the loss. 

The Yorkville Foxes won the tourna­
ment over West Chicago and Oswego 
because of their freethrow percentage. 

West Chicago's John Jovanovich and 
DontaNorwood made the all-tournament 

team with consistent shooting and key 
rebounds. 

The team's first conference opener was 
played at home on Friday, Decemlx>z 3 
against Glenbard North. The Cats were in 
contention for the first three quarters. 

A fourth quarter breakdown handed the 
Cats a 51-62 loss with a 0-1 record in 
conference and a 2-2 record overall. 

"We're off to a rocky start. As we 
progress in the season we will do better 
than we are predicted to do by the Daily 
Herald(S-9inconference),"Norwoodsaid 

Thekeyforthe Wildcats this season will 
be the experience of senior starters Tom 
Suess, Jovanovich, Norwood, Jesse 
Montalvo, and John Lammers. Play from 
seniors Rolando Chavez, Dave Vingren, 
juniors Eric Buenz, and Derek Porter will 
also detemine whether the 5-9 prediction 
by the Herald will prove to be true. 

Lady cats Prepare for Central 
by David Vingnm 

Editorial 

Discrimination at Wego? 
by. Wendy Woodward 

Have you ever been discriminated 
against because of your color, age, size, 
or religion? Have you ever thought of 
what the word means? In general it 
means that someone treats you differ­
ently because of your color, age, etc ... 

For example, take the November 19 
Pep Assembly, there was a mens' facility 
teambutnotawomen'steam. Mr.High­
land said that no one thought of iL 

Mrs. Kolasa said that it makes her sick 
to think that the pep club thought that the 
women wouldn't want to play. In a 
matter of about ten minutes before the 
pep assembly Kolasa and Mrs. Kostro 
found about twelve women t.ea:hers that 
wanted to play. 

Highland said,"We weren't trying to 
discriminate against anyone, in f~t we 
put the girls before the boys so that if 
anyone left early they would walk out on 
the boys." Students say that even if they 
tried to leave the hall moniun wouldn't 
let anyone anyway. 

Highland also had the concern of if 
Kim Wallner (the girls' coach) would 
approve of the girls playing at all. She 
dido 't want anyone to get hurt. and High­
land bad to respect thaL 

OneotherconcernofHighland was that 
there were twice a8 many girls on the 

• team then there were on the boys team. 

Not true. The girls varsity team has 
eleven or twelve girls on it, the boys 
varsity team has twelve boys on iL So I 
don't know where he got that idea. 

A lot of students dido 't have a response 
until after the teachers were upset about 
iL It wasn't only female ~ers either. 
Mr. Sayner said, "I thought it was hor­
rible." The women f~ility were encour­
aged, by the males, to get on the court 
because they didn't~ it was fair. 

ACta I asked some students how they 
felt about it, they said I never thought 
about it till now, it's only typical. It's . 
always been that the guys are the ftrst to 
do every thing. 

For example, the football team did very 
well last year and evezyone was excited 
about iL Guess who else had an outstand­
ing season--the girls' swimming and girls • 
volleyball teams. Did they get an assem­
bly just for their teams like football did? 
No they didn 'L Girls' swimming went to 
state and placed third overall; but where 
was their recognition? Only in the an­
nouncements. 

StudentBrookeLogansaid,"Wew<Red 
just as hard as the guys did. We put in the 
same amount of time, so we should get 
just as much crediL It should be the same 
for everyone." 

Blame isn't the focus, but something Bring on the Napervilles! Riding a 6-
2 record, West Ollcago begins pepara­
tionf<X"Thursday's big match-up at home 
against Naperville Central, the Chicago 
Tribune's 113 ranked team in the 
eliicagoland area. 

The Redhawks recently had to gather 
themselves after a 57 - 40 loss last Thurs­
day to fellow top 25 ranked Naperville "'---------.--~~~------------_J 

should be done. 

Right now. the Lad yeats possess two 
key elements they need to beat the 
Redhawks. The first one is coofidence, 
which came from a 68 - 50 victory over 
Lyons. the 13 team in the state last 
season, at the Lyons Township Thanks­
giving ToumamenL 

"[The victory] gave us confidence that 
we can compete with anybody like 
Naperville North and Naperville Cen­
tral," senior f<I'W81'd Julie Kramez said. 

The second element is momentum 
coming from a sweep of last week's 
action against Glenbard North and 
Glenbard EasL 

But to beat Central (8- 2), the Cats will 
need more than just confidence and 
momentum, they will need to play their 
style of basketball. 

"We have to out husde them," Kramer 
said. "We're quicker than they are so 
we '11 have to apply a lot of pressure." 

"We have to turn it into a full-court 
game," seni<r center Jen Ault said "We 
have to apply 94 feet of pressure." 

North which snapped Central's 27-game l r--------------. 
Dupage Valley Conference winning 
stralk. proving they are heatable. 

West Chicago may have to brush up on 
offense a bit this week in practice as they 
scored under SO points both g3mes last 
week. 

"We need towcxton being more consis­
tent on offense," Ault said "We need to 
hit open shots when we get open shots." 

"We had our big scoring game against 
Geneva (72 points)," Kramer said, '"but i 

other than that we need to wok on our L 

offense a biL" 1· 

The Cats have obtained a 6- 2 record by 
cmuing turnovers and picking up the 
tempo by applying the full-court pressure, 
just as last year. What is different this year 
is they can go much deeper on the bench, · 
so junior Robin Westrom and seniors 
Carey Netzel, Raven Moore, and Kramer 
do not have to carry the load. 

Head coach Kim Wallner can go to any 
varsity player including sophomore Mich­
elle Rapinchuk, junior Chris Nimmo, and 
seniors Ault, Darcy McLeod, Sheri 
Daleiden, Betsy Co, and Carie Milke. 

"We have a real good balance of scor­
ing," Ault said "It doesn't give the other 
team a key player to focus on." 

TUDENTS 
SUPPORT 

GUYS 

by Anthony Mennella 

When it was first said there was a Guys 
Cheerleading team, students laughed. 

They shrugged it off as if it was going 
to be a joke. 

Little did they know that this was just as 
serious as any other team sport. The guys 
on the team are having fun, but are taking 
their job seriously. 

Suprising to most is that students are 
supporting the team. 

"I think it's cool and it will be exciting 
towatch,"saidSeniorMelissaSchlenger. 

Since we are one of the only schools 
with a Guys Cheerleading team, it will be 
interesting to see whether or not if the 
guys can get the routines down. 

"It's pretty good because they have 
.strength and then it will be easier to 
perform the routine," said one studenL 

"It's the guys choice, I'm not going to 
judge them on it," said Senior Rick 
Swanson. 

The guys will only cheer at home games 
with the girl cheerleaders. 

The team only practices two times a 
week, but take their work just as serious 
as any other team sport. 

STUDENTS DO YOU KNOW WHAT 
KERMES IS? 

Well If you do not know, guess 
what? There is going to be D 6RRN 

· ICERMU on Januery 19, 1994 
after your e1111ms 12:55, so come 
ond find out what KfRMES is. 

There Ia going to ,. IUxlc•n and Amarlc.n 
(food) •ppetlzars, lola of g.mu, d1tM8, ki»Ha 
tor ula, bulluye, weddings, etc. Hmmm, tho! 
aounds good, doesn't II? 

Guys and gals, the International 
Club Is giving you a CORDIAL 
INVITATION for you to come and 
have lots of fun and relax after 
your exams. 
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