
































Ladycat
Softball

The Climb to the Top
by Derek Barton

With the speed of Stacy Ciombor, the power
hitting of Darcy McLeod and the execution of
the entire defense, the Ladycats Varsity Team
will attempt to regain their top seat in the
DV.C.

After finishing second in conference and
getting knocked out of regionals, varsity
pitcher Stacey Mathews says, “We’ve got to
getoff toa good start. There’sno doubt we're
gonna go far!”

'Areas the Ladycats are looking toimprove in
include bunting, defense, and overall team-
work. Centerfielder Shannon Mason said
“Our goals this season are to win the D.V.C
and regionals!”

Standing in their way, the Ladycats are plan-
ning to destroy conference rivals Glenbard
North and Naperville Central. Glenbard North
finished first in conference last year and al-
ways play the Ladycats tough.

The Ladycats are not too worried about these
teams. Why should they be with players like
Shannon Mason, Kaiti Lootens, Stacey
Mathews, Amy Bamnes, Shellie Halfpenny,
and underrated Dawn Borkowski?

Mason has been on the varsity team since her
freshman year and is a team leader. Last year,
Lootens stepped up as catcher due to the
injury of Tiffany Smith, and proved herselfto
be all conference. Mathews has vastly im-
proved her pitching, while Barnes has the
capabilities of lighting it up at the plate.
Halfpenny’s rocket arm in right field will be
an asset as well as Borkowski, a stand out at
third.

Smith said “Last year we got a lot of support
andthat’s great. The more support, the greater
the confidence.”

The Ladycats looked good in their pre-sea-
son, splitting a double header with state ranked
Elgin,

Christy Murphy said, “We’re very team
oriented, and we’ll have a lot of wins.”
Come out and support your Ladycats!

The Lady Wildcat Soccer Team has begun
another season with more hope and promise
than in the past.

“1 think this season will be better than last
season because Julio and Todo are more
familiar with the strengths and weaknesses of
the players. I personally like their coaching
style where success is seen as how mich the
player has improved throughout the season
rather than how many wins to losses,” replied
junior Dana McKenzie.

Coaches Julio Del Real, Monica Cousins,
and Assistant Antonio Del Real will begin
their second season, as a group, coaching the
girls.

The team lost eight starters from last season.
The loss includes captains and midfield play-
ers Yvette Alfaro and Jorie Petersen along
with Honorable Mention forwards Jenny Rose
and Porsche Willenbring. Along with for-
ward Angie Spalo, defender Caroline
Cinquegrani, and defensive specialist Luz
Nunez, standout goalkeeper Cherie Oskerka
who received Third Team All-State honors
last year will be missed heavily. Del Real

The Kicking Lady Cats
By Raven Moore

feels the keeper position will be the only
problem he finds in the team as a whole.

Though the blow from the loss of these
players will be felt, Coach Del Real feels the
team will be able to recover.

““This year the field players will definitely be
better than last year. The trouble will be atthe
goalkeeper position at the beginning, but as
games go on the keepers will improve,” Del
Real stated.

Junior Sam Bauer has taken over the posi-
tion. The team feels she hasdone an excellent
job thus far learning her new role.

As starters since freshman year Dana
McKenzie and Raven Moore will help fill the
lack of Varsity experience. Along with those
two, Betsy Co, Sam Bauer, and sophomores
Kim Hack and Christina Nimmo will be re-
turning Varsity players.

Lisa Coleman, Sheri Daleiden, and Mandi
Lobraico have also shown promise during the
first few games.

“It’s been hard to get used to playing with so
many newcomers, but we’ve been striving

Girls Track

Trying To Keep Pace In DVC
By: Dina Baschron

“Track is a lot of fun. You can be an individual
and part of a team,” said senior track member
Debbie Dvorak.

The girls track team consists of “32 quality
people,” said Head Coach Mr. Walters, which is
the most We-Go has seen in years.

Being inthe DVC, one of the toughest of confer-
ences, the team usually comes in seventh or even
last out of eight teams,

However, during non-conference meets, the girls
track team has been doing very well.

“Wehadagreatindoorseason,” claimed Walters,
“the team won the Fenton Classic in March.”

Intheir first “major outdoor meet” at the Kaneland
Invitational, the team received ninth out of four-
teen teams.

Outside the DVC, the team does “exceptionally
well,” yet inside, only few of the girls place.

Someof the key players have been Sarah Meyers,
Monique Cleminson, and Dee Dee Judson.

Senior Sarah Meyers, the top sprinter, 800m
runner and anchor has been working hard. She
placed third in the 800m at Fenton with a time of
2:25. Unfortunately, Meyers is now out for two
weeks recovering from a stress fracture.

Junior Monique Cleminson is the team’s top
distantrunner and according to Walters is “ steadily
improving.” At the Fenton Classic, Cleminson
placed third in the 2 mile run.

Dee Dee Judson has also been doing very well in
the shot put. During the Kaneland Invitational,
Judson took third place, and has potential to qualify
for sectionals and go on to state.

The two mile and 4x400 relays also have poten-
tial for qualifying as well as Meyers in the 800m
and Cleminson in the two mile.

SURPRISE PITCHING AND DEFENSE KEEP WEST
CHICAGO COMPETITIVE

In early March, if someone was told that
West Chicago would lose eight of their first
eleven games, they would probably agree.

If someone were told that West Chicago
would win eight of their first eleven games,
the response would be a different story.

Without projected junior ace Ted
Fijalkowski, the pitching staff was thought to
be too unexperienced.

Not so.

West Chicago’s pitching has been outstand-
ing, and junior Tim Murphy is allowing head
coach Tim Courtney to have more patience
with Fijalkowski’s return. :

Hjalkowsh was expected to be one of the
top pitchers in the Dupage Valley Confer-
mce,buthasonlypmhedfmrmnmgsdus

By David Vingren

He ran out of gas in the fourth inning after
pitching three productive innings Saturday at
Wheaton/Warrenville South.

Murphy has given up one earned run in three
complete games, his most recent against
Naperville North.

“I knew I would get a chance to start this
year, but I didn’t think I'd do this good,” said
Murphy.

His fastball has increased since his sopho-
more season and he is spotting pitches well.

Scott Westman (2-2) has been solid in his
two starts, but is lacking run support; al-
though he has done his share offensively.

He’s ripped three homeruns and is pursuing
the school record for most dingers in a season
and career.

Last year graduate Jamie Mackert holds
both records with five homeruns last season

‘ and seven in his varsity career.

Westman has six career homeruns.

“I'll getit. I'll get the record,” said the confi-
dent senior.

Third starter John Miller has shown on and off
success this season.

The junior will have to be more consistent with
the sharpness of his curve ball to be successful
in on a regular basis.

WestChicago’s defense hasimproved tremen-
dously through the firsteleven games, primarily
the infield.

Most notable is senior Ed Cortez, who was
erratic early on at short stop; but is now making
all the routine plays as well as spectacular ones.

He is hitting the ball better than expected also.

If the defense keeps up; Fijalkowski comes
back healthy; and the three, four, and five hitters
in Richie Fikis, Westman, and Ken Hogen can
produce runs, then West Chicago should be
competitive for the rest of the season.

for success,” junior Betsy Co responded op-
timistically.

Over the winter the girls played together on
anindoor team in St. Charles. This helped the
players get to know each other and learn each
other’s styles.

“I'm encouraged by the effort and commit-
ment the girls put in during the off-season,
stated Del Real.

Even though many played together for the
first time, the team received a second place
finish out of a field of eight.

The team has started out rocky so far this
season with a 0-3 record. The first game was
against Streamwood with a score of 3-1. The

_goal was scored by freshman Varsity starter
LisaColeman with the assist to Sheri Daleiden.

The Cats were shutout by Glenbard North
because of lack-luster play.

The next game was against Glenbard West
and though we lost 2-1 we performed at the
level Coach Del Real has been hoping for.

Finally last Saturday the Cats had a very
upsetting loss against Batavia. Coach Del
Real is not discouraged by the losses, but
hopes to see improvement throughout the rest
of the season.

Photo courtesy of Raven Moore

e th

by: Richie Fikis

The Wildcat baseball team has ten playem
on their side this year.

Officially, there can only be nine men on the
field, but die-hard, Wildcat enthusiast Dave
Vingren has become the tenth man.

With the Cats playing in the snow at Geneva
there was only one fellow student there to
support the team, and it was Dave, wearing
shorts.

Dave calls himself,”A die-hard fan.”

When a player hits a home-run you can hear
Dave roar the name, which has frequently
been, “All Right Westmaaaaaaaan!”

And after a hard fought victory, he waits for
a moment of silence to roar “ All right
Wiiiiildcats!”, making sure thatevery teamin
the DVC can hear him.

Vingren, isn’t new at this role, he also at-
tended every football game as part of the
“dog-pound”, sometimes with bones around
his neck.

When asked if he would attend every base-
ball game, he answered,”Damn right!”

If only we had more Dave Vingren's to
cheer on our teams.
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