

















Tough Week For Wildcats

by: Richie Fikis and Mike Fraser

The Wildcats wereexpected by many
to have the worst season in years be-
cause of the lack of senior leadership
and the presence of a primary offen-
sive weapon.

The Wildcats had only Eric Laskey
and Kevin Baldus as seniors to start
the season as they posted a 1-4 start.
Ever since this time, Dave Valenti, a
transfer point guard from Batavia, has
been the main senior addition to the
team. John Lammers a junior for-
ward, said “Valenti has become a
leader on the floor.”

Since Valenti has been playing, the
wildcats have drastically improved
their record and have moved into one
of the leading spots in the Dupage
Valley Conference.

Along with the play of the three
seniors, the play of many juniors has
also been a key to the Wildcats suc-
cess. The juniors haveobviously made
the transition to the varsity level very
well. Many of the key juniors played
football and experienced what it was
like to play in a winning environment
and it has carried on to the court.

Two years ago Gary Barnes. was
basically the whole offense for West
Chicago. Last year Eric Heinz and
Travaris Sullivan were responsible for
the scoring. This year, the wildcats
offense is more of a team oriented
plan and it'has seemed to work.

However, the team has stumbled of
late. After a freak cancellation of the
Naperville Central game due to a
power outage, the ‘Cats played this
game last Tuesday.

They got off to a good start, holding
on to a 12-8 lead at the first intermis-
sion. The main reason for this lead
was the fact that the cats held the

DVC’s premiere player, Anthony
Parker, to 0 points over the first 12
minutes of play. ;

Going into halftime, the ‘Cats felt
good down 2. They stayed within two
until late, before the Redhawks went
on a § point run.

Despite the efforts of Valenti, 15

points, Baldus, 12 points, and junior -~

John Jovanovich, 10 points, the ‘Cats
suffered a 7 point loss.

On Friday night the ‘Cats hosted the
Huskies of Naperville North..

They found themselves tied 12-12
with over four minutes to go in the
half, before the most boring display
of basketball I've ever seenin my life.

With some brilliant head coaching
instruction, the ‘Cats decided to stall
for almost four full minutes.

Everyone in the whole gym, includ-
ing me, was cheering for them to
“screw up.” That they did, and they
wouldn’t have been up at the half if it
weren’t for a steal by Valenti.
Naperville North’s coach would have
been quick to thank our teams inge-
nious decision to stall considering his -
Huskies were in foul trouble.

In the fourth , the team found them-
selves down 35-30 before Jovanovich
hit successive field goals to knot it at
33,

However, that was the last share of
the load the ‘Cats would have, losing
the game 47-41.

Jovanovich finished with 14 while
his-backcourt mate Valenti had 11
points, including 3 trey’s.

The team will play its last regular
season game Friday at Wheaton North,
before heading into regional play.

A King Size Contro-

Versy
by: Mike Cambell

The King high school boys basket-
ball team is ranked number one in the
nation. They got help from the teams
that decided to forfeit, one being
Grange Park their.games because of
the transfer rule. -Othe, coaches are
gettingangry thatstudent wanttoleave
their school to go play for King.

King High School is known for
getting good college recognition.
Marcus Liberty transferred to King in
his junior. Later he went on to the
NBA. He is now.playing for the
Denver nuggets.

These kids are transferring to play
for the number one team in the nation.

Do these people think they will goto -

the best high school basketball team
and start? They have some of the best
all-around players on their team, what
would make them think that King
would change their line up for a trans-
fer student? ‘Last week King won
another nail bitter 102-58 at Phillips.
The Jaguars next game is against
Dunbar. ;

Continuing Their Careers
by: Richie Fil;is: 5 ;

On February 3, 1993 Chris Murphy

and Julie Rodriguez signed their na-
tional letters of intent to play college
volleyball on scholarship.

Murphy was an unanimous all-con-
ference selection along with being a
setter on the Sports Performance vol-
leyball club’s team, which is based at
the Great Lakes Sports Centerin West
Chicago. She will be attending Au-
burn University starting next fall.

Rodriguez is a transfer student from
Marian Catholic High School where
she received all-conference honors of
her own. She also doubles as a mem-
ber of the sports Performance squad.
She has committed to Clemson Uni-
versity for next fall. -

Bothare currently competing in tour-
naments for the Sports Performance
Club.

Ten Worst Division T

By John Jovanovich -
10. Kansas Have no talent
9. Penn St. Big mistake going into Big Ten
8. Northwestern Have they ever won?
7. Notre Dame Irish ain't lucky
6. Depaul Kleinschmidt is the only player the have
5. Michigan Fab Five are more like the five chokes -
4. Memphis St. Hardaway is a bum ' i By
3. Georgetown Harrington can't carry the Hoyas
2. Illinois Kaufman is a hog
1. Duke Hurley and the Blue Devils spell choke to me

AIDS Can’t Take Hold of a Superstar’s Image

That Saturday was-a reminder of
containing the AIDS virus really

means. Remaining active in the pub-

liceye doesn’tmeananythingto AIDS.
It can take a carrier at-any time no
matter how healthy they may appear.
It took Arthur Ashe on the afternoon
of February 5. It is waiting to take
others.

The Sunday that followed his death,

I watched the Bulls versus Trailblaz--

ers on the NBC Sunday game. The
voice of Magic Johnson seemed as
common as the voice of any other
broadcaster. It wasn’t until after the
game when itcame tomy miind thathe
is America’s most popular figure ever

by David Vingren

to carry an AIDS related virus. I
simply had forgotten.

We look at Magic now how we
lookedat Ashe before he passed away.
We’ve forgotten that he carries a
deadly disease because he’sdistracted
us.

Magic spoke out against the White
House for their lack of funding to
fight AIDS. He’s strongly campaign-
ing to youngsters to practice safe sex
o avoid his situation.

He may not be making incredible
behind-the-back passes any more, but
he has stayed with the game he loves
through the All-Star game, Olym-
pics, and broadcaster’s seat.

The activity Magic shows distracts
us from the fact that he is carrying a
deadly virus.

Ashe was no different from Magic.

It was upsetting when USA Today
disclosed Ashe’s disease, but after

' time passed, Ashe’s great contribu-
tions to society replaced in our minds
the fact he had AIDS.

What came to our minds when the -

name Arthur Ashe came about was
his stand against aparthied, works to
fightand make people aware of AIDS,
effortstoattain civil rights and educa-
tion for blacks. ' :
Then his death hit us like a rock.
There was nothing to remind us of his

disease until his death. No foreshad-
ows of the tragedy had existed.

It was the best way though. To see
someone who has done so much in
sports and society suffer with only
more pain ahead would leave us with
a saddening picture of him. Yes, the
death was sudden; but no pain was
witnessed. Now when we remember
the name Arthur Ashe, we will con-
tinue to think of a man who made
great contributions, always held his
head high, and never showed suffer-

ing.



Top of his Field

by Richie Fikis

Years of hard work have earned
Israel Castro the top honor.
After two years of receiving medals

at fourth and sixth placesrespectively -

Israel Castro has wrestled to the top
spotat the 56th IHSA individual state
finals.

Hisfirstplace finishin the 112 weight
class at marks the first state title at
West Chicago since Mike Kraft in
1982. He did it by beating Mount
Carmel’s Jason Pero in the quarter
finals to assure a medal.

Castroreached the finalsafteratough
nearly lost match in the semiannual-
finals. After jumping out to a strong
lead, Castro found himself up 8-5
with seconds remaining. His oppo-
nent, Elijah Roberts of Rock Island,
took him down and eamed two points.

His final match wasn’t easy either.

He faced Kendrick Sanders of Elgin,
whom he had previously beaten 5-2 at
the Conant sectional a week earlier.

“T've been there (at state) the past
two years, so I really wasn’t that ner-
vous,” said Castro.

Castro was forced to go into over-
time by Sanders where he scored the
winning takedown onafireman’scarry
with ten seconds left in the overtime
to score his 3-1 victory.

“Ireally can’trememberexactly what
I was thinking,” he said of the over-
time. “I just knew I had to wrestle
hard. '

“(The state win) was a dream come
true. I’ve been waiting for this for a
long time. I was so happy.”

On Feb. 9,1993 the “Scottie Bar”
was introduced to the public.

“Because of his confidence on the
court and his concern for the kids and
community off the court.”

This was the reason Tom Morley,
owner of Morley Candies, gave for
choosing Scottie Pippen to sponsor
his new candy bar.

“Michael (Jordan, obviously) already
has enough things of his own,” was
Pippen’s explanation for why he was
chosen.

Wildcat Wrestler Israel Castro embraces Coach

Bob French after his state title victory.

Scottie Scores With Chocolate
by Raven Moore and Richie Fikis

The wrapper of the bar has a picture
of Pippen attempting a shot on the
front, with a quote on the back.

The quote reads,”Life is a commit-
ment of hard work and discipline. Set
your goals and reach them.” -Scottie
Pippen.

“These are definitely words [ live by.
I'm a true believer that hard work
comes from commitmentsaid Pippen.

Pippen has proven that he lives by
these words coming from a small Ar-
kansas town, Hamburg, andemerging
as a starting all-star in the NBA.

The“Scottie Bar” will be used mainly
for fund-raising purposes. Pippen

Raven Moore anxiously seeks an autograph from Scottie Pippen.

looks at the bar as a way to give back
to the community. He isalso sponsor-
ing the bar to show people what he’s
like without his uniform ‘on,”I want
people to see me off the court as fun
and laid back.”

The bar itself is a chocolate bar with
peanuts and fire-cooked caramel,
Pippen has a sweet-spot for the bar
himself,” Oh, I love the bar.”

Though he loves the bar, he must
restrain himself from eating it before
games. He has a pre-game rule which
reads: no sweets.

Tom Morjay presents Pj

the line.

The bar will soon be available
throughoutthe country andeven some
places overseas.

It will be mainly for fund-raising
where the sellers will earn 50% of the

- bar’s sales.

Pippen has achieved much through-
out his career. The Olympics, a start
in the all-star game, and now a candy
bar.

What’s next?

Hopefully, as Pippen stressed, a
three-peat.

“Anotherchampionship will promote
the bar.”

How swest it is.

Pippen addresses
reporters about his
new candy bar.

ipen with the first “Scottie Bar” off
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