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‘Cats Rebound After Slow Start

Go We-go Swimmers

by Richie Fikis
by Amy Turkot PR )

After a rocky start, the wildcat boys However the team showed char- this season they have swam in 2 meets,
basketball team got right on track. acter by going on to knock off The guy’s swim team is half way they have not won any. :

218 started off 14 before Driscoll on it’s home floor the fol- through their season. They have six Some of the outstanding swimmers
winning 8 games in a row. lowing night. weeks till sectionals, and a week later  ar¢ freshman Dan Tracy, sophomores

During that 8 game winning streak The home team stayed tough the ey have State. Corey Johnson and Brandon Fantozzi,
the cats won the Waubonsie Christmas whole night. In the remaining sec- Since they are in the middle of their and seniors John Adamo, and Dave
tournament, which included onds the cats were clinging to a one 2 . Flatter.

i d j season they are having some intense *
Waub'onsw, Geneva, Oswcgp, point lead when John Jovanavich gices. They are all working hard, According to head coach Marybeth
Marmion, Aurora Central Cathloic, executed a cluich steel and break =~ P2CVes: " 1Y Eaton, * Dave Flatter should qualify for
Glenbard South, and St. Francis. away basket to increase the lead to 3. but they still try to have fun. State and should also place.”

They won the championship game The cats held the lead to get back They don .t h.a\.we team goals, but b e Mg
vs. Marmion in a thrilling double over on the winning track with a 54-50 they do have individual goals that they i
time victory. victory. make up themselves. Soall goals are mers and they are Jol l s

Kevin Baldus received his second Theteam gotbackintoconference _ different, according to what the indi-  Flatier, and Jim Stanicls. | ;
consecutive all-toumament team sta-  play on Friday versus Naperville vidual wants to do. Come andsupport our Wildcat swim-

s ¥ ok their next home meet on Tues-
e North. This season they arenotexpectedto  Mers at their next home ;

The cats streak ended at 8 when they do as well as they did last year, but day January 19 against York and Elgin.
hit Naperville central and Anthony : : Sof:
Parker. The catslostanail-biter 70-38, there istoom for improvement. Sofar

Tough Expectations
by Richie Fikis
The girls won the Lady Cat Invita-

The Lady Cats are currently holding tional over Christmas break and at
a 10-5 record. Sounds pretty impres- one _ume.were ranked 2;3rd in th.e
sive, until you look at how that com- greater Ch@golandarea inthe Chi-
pares (o pre-season expectations. cago Sun-Times. i
~ When the season began, the Lady In the Wildcat tournament Kristie - -

Cats with four returning starters were Murphy was named MVP. © = ' - <
touted as the top challengers (vs. ‘The IV girls have also been win-
Naperville Center)forthe DVCcrown, ~ ning consistently. The girlsare 7-2,
Right now after a 1-4 conference start, which means a bright future for the
those title hopes are looking bleak. Lady Cats.
Yes, there have been bad times, but
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McCaskey Shows Who Big
Bear Really Is

By
David Vingren

It was a dose of reality. The fans,
press, players, and Bear coaches were
informed atapress conference thatMike
Ditka isn’t the big Bear after all. Now
werealize who the big Bear really isand
all eyes are focused upon him.

Even after the final whipping at Dal-
las summarized a 5-11 season, pro and
anti-Ditkaists couldn’t come close to
picturing the windy city withoutits most
popular figure. Through the press, sur-
veys, and call-in talk shows, approxi-
mately half of the Bear faithful expressed
their wishes in seeing Ditka’s tenure
come to a close. It was easy to wish the
man packing when in the back of your
mind you knew it wasn’t going to hap-
pen. Michael McCaskey isn’t strong
enough to make such a powerful move.

Reality sets in. On January 5, 1993,
Bear fans and all other Chicagoans gota
lesson in the world of business. The
president always has greater power than
his employees, no matter what the busi-
ness.

All showed they couldn’t accept see-
ing Ditka, a man they always viewed as
so strong and full of leadership, be in
such a helpless situation. It was an
awkward sight to see the coach with
tears in his eyes and a lump in his throat.

Iron Mike will no longer stomp the
sidelines of Soldier Field on Sunday
afternoons. There will be nomore of the
most awaited press conferences in the
city. There will be no more rugged
Ditka type competition. The definition

of Bear football seemed so empty with-

out him.
Those who had wished to see him go
quickly changed their minds. They, as

By Vicki Thomas

It’s competition time for West
Chicago’s varsity football and basket-
ball cheerleaders.

Ten cheerleaders will compete as a
small varsity in both regionals and pos-
sibly state.

Football cheerleading captain, Candi
Kairys, explained preparations for state.
Three hoursa week are dedicated strictly
to the perfection of a three and a half

everyone else, never took time to think
about how much Ditka meant to the city
and what a sad day it would be for all Bear
fans because they never thought it would
actually occur.

But, when the firing did happen, the
shock was to much for the conservative
Bear fans to absorb and everyone would
flash evil eyes at the man responsible for
this severe change.

It was there that the McCaskey bashing
would begin. It was some of the most
resentment an individual has received in
Chicago; and the mostresentment in sports
since the city of Dallas was out for Jerry
Jones head after he fired 29 year Cowboy
head coach Tom Landry.

All used to look to Ditka for all the
answers and gave him grief when things
didn’t go right. Ditka seemed to be the
man with the power to fix all the problems
and provide Bear fans with a better team.

Wrong.

We now see where the power lyes.
McCaskey has made a statement (unin-
tentionally) that he is the authority by
firing what we thought was the authority.

With this new found knowledge, every-
one now is aware of who to be keeping
their sights upon. The new coach will
hold responsibility for the team he putson
the field; but McCaskey now holds re-
sponsibility for the coach, aresponsibility
we never thought he had with Ditka.

The firing of Ditka pretty much closes
the book on the 1986 Super Bowl era.
This upcoming rebuilding process that
McCaskey has said the Bears will enter
will take a lot of time and patience, some-
thing the Chicago media and fans don’t
have much of.

It will be McCaskey who will serve as
the new punching bag for the new era.

Da (Former) Coach

by Richie Fikis

Former Chicago Bears head
coach Mike Ditka challenge
owner Michael McCaskey one
too many times.

InmymindMichael McCaskey
definitely did the right thingby
firing him,

Bearsfanshot out of handwith
Ditka They act as if he is the
greatest thing ever to come to
Chicago.

Yes, he did win a Super Bow]1,
but who coulan’t have with the
team the Bears had in 1985-
867 Hehadplayers like Walter
Payton, Jim McMahon, Mike
Singeltary, etc. Allhehadtodo
was Kick back and watch in awe
just Tike the rest of the fans.

So why all the attention?

He is getting more publicity
than our new President Bill
Clinton. There was a half hour
extension to newscasts because
of the firing, as if we didn’t
know it was coming.

Another thing that bugs me is
all the sympathy “Da Coach” is
getting. Don’t fans realize that
he ruined the '92 season? His
lack of self control and the inci-
dent with Jim Harbaugh was
what tumned the winners into
instant losers.

Also, if heknew his jobwas on
the line then why didn’t he try
to win the last 3 games?

He started Wil Fuhrer.

Maybe just another test?

Well, | think IronMike tested
the head Mike one too many
times.

Shot Clock

By Mike Campbell and Jon
Dupuis

The final game of the IHSA cham-
pionshipand the West Chicago Wild-
cats have the ball with 3:00 left in the
game and down by one point. The
coach calls a time out and makes the
plan. “hold the ball for the rest of the
time till ten seconds left then shoot!”

What! This game is turning into
who can hold the ball thie longest than
shoot! Many coaches like it if they
are upand have the ball with a minute
left and can just hold the ball forever.
But put yourself on the other end of
the ball. You are down two points
and the other team just holds the ball
the rest of the time.

The colleges have a shot clock that
is forty five seconds, that is a big

change from no shot clock at all to
forty five seconds. The pro’s got a
shot clock that is twenty five seconds,
This could help develop skills that the
basketball players could use in the
future.

‘Coach Cameron quotes “It would
give the team with lesser ability a
better chance to win”. It gives more
advantages to the shooters that are not
rushed. It’s a game, its just not what
high school basketball is all about.”

Icould see thatashot clock wouldn’t
be good in a coaches point of view
‘cause of the game being rushed too
fast. But from a fans perspective it
would give the game excitement be-
cause thatis what the fanscome to see!

Support Your Supporters

minute routine including mounts,

jumps, and chants.

Strict rules as to what can be done
in these routines are provided by the
ICCA(Illinois Cheerleaders and
Coaches Association)

Of the fifteen regionals statewide,
the cheerleaders will compete in two.
One is the thirty-first of January at

- Naperville North. It’s only apractice

for the one on February sixth at
Robinson High School in Chicago.
Here they will try to qualify for state.
Kairys said nine out of ten of the
cheerleaders are seniors who’ve com-
peted since sophmore year. As
sophmores they qualified for state and
took nine out of thirty-five. Last year
they took eight out of twenty-one.
Kairys believes they have a good
chance of qualifying for state this year.

She said,”Competing is the most im-
portant thing in cheerleading. It's our
playoffsandsectionals. It’sthe funnest
and most rewarding experience.”

Go support the people who support
you.
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