























A season has ended. The awards
assembly is over and the players have
received their awards,

There is one person who deserves
more awards than could’ve possibly
been given out.

This person is head football coach
Bruce Donash.

Every individual award should be
considered an award for him,

Coach Of the Year

by : Richic Fikis

He is the person who is responsible
for this past “winning” season.

People may argue that the success
came from the players, but he is the
one who made each player more suc-
cessful. He put each player intoanew
computerized off-season weight pro-
gram, got the players involved into
summer leagues, and analyzed hours
and hours of film.

He never did this for himself, but
for the futureof each and every one of
his players.

After a loss he didn’t blame play-
ers (as Mike Ditka would), but he
took full responsibility when in truth
it was the fault of his players.

His hard work and dedication to
our football program has made him
deserving of each and every victory.
He deserved a play-off birth more

than anyon=. He didn't get it, but he
gave it everything he had.

I was recently asked on a yearbook
questionnaire, What are you going to
remember or miss the most about foot-
ball?

Answer: Coach Donash, his hard
work, enthusiasm, and respect for each
and every player. :

Brett Siglin’s high school cross
county career ended at the state meet;
but Siglin plans to continue running in
the future.

Siglin finished tenth at the state meet
on November 7 in Peoria to make him
all-state.

The senior finished a three mile
course at Detweiller Park in 15:13.

Siglin became only the second all-
state cross country runner in Wildcat
history. Rick Montalvo did it in 1990

By David Vingren

finishing fifth. Individuals who fin-
ish in the top 25 are named all-state.
Stevenson’s Pat Joyce, who was
the only individual to beat Siglin this
year before the state meet, placed
first for the second strait year.
Although Siglin finished where he
was expected to, he wasn’t satisfied.
“It was probably one of the worst
races I've run this year,” said Siglin.
“I was pretty upset afterwards. I
pictured inmy mind I would be closer

Just another day at the Races
By: Mike Aigner

Do you want to lose all of your
money or try to double it?
The horse races are the place to go.
The place that I think is fun to go to
is Hawthome Park. Hawthorne Park
is located right off Cicero Ave in
Cicero, next to Sportsmans Park.
Hawthorne isn’t the nicest or the
cleanest place to hang out, but they
still have good horses thatcan win you
money. ,
The betting procedure is the same as
any other track. You can bet for win,
place, or show which is first, second,
and third place. These bets don't pay
-off very high when a minimum bet of
twodollarsismade. Better choices for
more money are the perfectaand Daily
Double, however, you won't have the
odds with you.
A perfecta is a more complex bet-
ting procedure. Let's say you bet the 6

 get a couple of your friends and go.

and 3 horses fora perfectaanditcomes
3 and 6; you lose. But you can
box the pair so it doesn’t matter who
comes in first or second as long as
they both do. When this wins it pays
about fifty dollars onafive dollar bet.

A daily double is when you bet on
the winners of the first and second
race. But both horses have to win in
their races or you don’t win.

Some days are more crowded than
others. Sometimes there will be about
10-15 people standing in line and
other days you can just walk up to the
window.

Youhave tobe 17 years or older at
Hawthomne tobe abletobet. Itisonly
about $2 to get in and $1.50 for a

program.
Whenever you are bored you can

I'm sure you will have a good time,
even if you ¢come out losing.

in(ront. I wanted to bein thetop three.

“Nowitdoesn’t bother methatmuch.
I just think about what’s ahead.”

Ahead for Siglin is the Mideast
Championship in Kettering, Ohio on
November 21. The meet features the
top ten senior runners in Illinois and
four other states.

Siglin also plans to try out for the
Kinncy Midwest Regional in Kenosha,
Wisconsin in latlc November.

Seniors Carlos Ayala and Tate Knutson go head to head at practice.

All-State Siglin Keeps On Running

“Ijust wanttorun thebestrace Ican,’
said Siglin of his future meets. “I’'mnot
going to puta lot of pressure on myself.
That’s why I think I didn’t do so good at
state; becuase I put too much pressure
on myself.”

Siglin also is looking to bring his
cross country career into college.

“I’'m looking at a lot of eastern
schools,” said Siglin. “I would like to
getinto a good Division I school.”

Wrestling season opened up Thursday at home.
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Looking To End Regional Ji inx

by : Kevin Baldus/Richie Fikis

With a new season underway, the
Wildcat basketball team hopes to ac-
complish goals along with ending a
four year jinx.

The boys began practice on Novem-
ber 9th.

Their major goal for the season is to
improve on last years 14-14 record.
Another goal is to overcome their post
season problems that have hampered
them over the last four years (they lost
their first regional game each of these
years).

After losing Dupage County scoring
champion Eric Heinzand starting guard
Travaris Sullivan, the ‘Catsare going to
be more of a balanced team. Opposing
teams won'’t be able to key on one or
* two players as in years past.

Key returners from last year are se-
niors Kevin Baldus , Wallace Sullivan,

and Eric Lasky. Transfer student
Dave Valenti, from Batavia, is look-
ing to fill the point guard spot. Jun-
iorsJohn Lammers, DontaNorwood,
JohnJovanovich, and Tom Suess are
also looking to be very important
factors for the ‘Cats this season.

The “Cats have been preparing for
their first challenge, the Oswego
Thanksgiving Invitational, where
they hope to repeat last years cham-
pionship. They will face Yorkvillein
the opening round on Tuesday, No-
vember 24th.

They will play two more games in

: Oswego on the 26th and 27th, so

come out and show some support for
your Wildcats.

Seniors Kevin Baldus (40) and Wallace Sullivan (50) go toe to toes for a

rebound for a rebound.

Photo by Richie Fikis

LADYCATS OUT TO ATTAGCK

By: Dana Sabol

This season, the Varsity girls bas-
ketball team is determined to go all the
way in the DuPage Valley Conference.

Senior captains Shannon Mason,
Amy Barnes, Tiffany Smithand Christy
Murphy shed some light on the upcom-
ing season. These seniors are looking
to achicve the goals they’ve set for the
tcam. They arc confident this season
will be successful and memorable.

Barnes says “We are looking to win
the DuPage Valley Conference. The
four of us have been playing varsity for
2 years now. We are working on fast

breaks, and pressing defense on op-
posing teams. We hope to see more
improvement.”

“I feel that we will have the best
recordwe'veeverhad,” saysMurphy,
“we just have to stick together. Basi-
cally our team goal is to work on the
defensesince it’s the key tosuccess.™

Smith comments “I think we have
the potential to be a winning team. It
will take a lot of hard work and dedi-
cation. We can’t assume we’ll be
successful, we have to work at it,
Success as a team is our most impor-

Senior Tiffany Smith is one of four
returning starters who will make a

strong impact for the ladycats.
Photo by Richie Fikis

tant goal. I think we need to stay
confident in ourselves and our team-
mates. Playing as a team is what we
have to do to live up to our potential.”

Mason states “I really feel that this
year will be a success. We have been
working on new strategies (o get our-
selves through conference with a win-
ning record. We have to be ateam and

work from there. We have a lot of

talented players that will help us win
conference.”

Theteam mottoforthis yearis “Next
yearisnow”. The past 2 years Barnes,
Mason, Smith and Murphy have been
on Varsity, always saying at the end of
each season, “We always have next
year too”. Well there is no next year
for these seniors, so that leaves them
with one thing left to do.

The Ladycats' first tournament is
November 25, 27, and 28 at Lyons
Township. Come out and support the
Cats'. Your presence can make the
difference towards a successful sea-
son.

Fans Have Faith In Wildcats

by Kristin Bedow

Another football season has gone
by and the Wildcats have given West
Chicago a year to remember.

Friday nights were centered around
We-Go football games. The fans
packed the stands at home and away,
and the excitement on the field was
contagious.

What aided the Wildcats in their
tremendous winning streak? The fans.
This season secmed to turn out more
support than West Chicago’s bleach-
crs have seated in a long time.

Why? Perhaps the spirit of the team
and the faith the players had in them-
sclves rubbed off on the rest of us.
Whatever it was, it paid off.

The Wildcatsled We-Gotoa21-14
win over long time rival Glenbard
North, and took Wheaton North 13-
12,

Quarterback, Richic Fikis says, “I
think our victories had a lot to do with

the fan support, especially at away
games. It’s great to look in the stands
and see so many of our friends and
classmates cheering us on.”

Defensiveend Jimmy Briggsagrees.
“It definitely helped. At the Glenbard
North game we had more fans on our
side of the field, and it was at their
school.”

Coach Bruce Donash says, “There
was definitely more support through-
out the whole season this year. I
noticed that especially at away games.
That’s when you can tell you’ve really
got fan support, when the students and
parents attend away games as well as
home games. It makes our work a lot
more rewarding.”

The Wildcats did a great job this
year, so let’s hear it for a great season
of football, and a great team! Con-
gratulations guys!
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