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No Men's Volleyball? 

By Derek Barton 

Junior Bill Tuma helps stop Bolingbrook offenses with quick plays like 

He bumps .... he sets ••• .he has to wait a 
couple more years before he can spike it 
For the past sevel31 years, the demand for 
amen's volleyball yet once 
again the School Board has denied the 
request to expand our athletic program. 

this. (photo by Richie Fikis) 

A New Breed of Wildcats 

By Richie Fikis 

After' losing nine of eleven starters from 

lastyear'ssquad, the Wildcatsoccezteam 

is lcding to win with some new faces. 

The young team lost some tough games 

early; however, Coach Owens is very 

optimistic. He sees the team's potential 

and realizes they just need some more 

experience. 

Kickin' to the Top 

By Laura Rapinchuk 

The 1992-93 cheezleading and pom­

pon squads began the school year by par­
ticipating in camps and competitions this 

summez to improve and pmctice their 

routines and skills. 
The cheerleading 

squads attended the LC.F. (International 

Cheerleading Foundation) camp at East­

em lllinois University August 4-7. 

Tbedayconsistedoftrainingfoccheels, 

mounts, gymnastics, and dance during the 

morning and afternoon, while the eve­

nings were left open to evaluations of 

home cheelS and ones learned at camp. 

An Extended Season 

By Richie Fikis 

The tenn "season" has trought on new 
meaning here at We-Go. 

Wildcat athletes have extended their 
seasons from nine weeks to fifty-two. 

Competing in the Dupage Valley Con­
ference, it has become crucial fCX" our 
athletes to keep up physically with the 
other schools during the off-season. 

· This will be easier in the future with the 
addition of much needed new equipment 
in the weight room. The "new" wieght 

Owens commented on the tough early Many argue that there is no excuse for 
games with optimism, by saying," All our the lack of a men's team. One reason is 

games are situations where they must that no additional equipment would have 
to be purchased. Anotlu is that the tum 

learn." out would be overwhelming, and it would 
Captains Bill Tuna, Denis Osis, Lalo promote school spirit Although these 

Arias,andScottKlowsowsldwillbehelp- may be true, the Boards decision wasn't 
ing the younger playes 1eam throughout based on them. Instead, they looked at 
the problems that could occur in the future. 

seasoo. When asked about why men's volley-
Competing in a very tough conference, ball had been turned down, Mr. Hansen 

which had six defending regional cham- commented on the schools limited bud­
pions, the Wildcats are depending greatly get. He said that the school has to pay a 
on how soon they can mature as a team. new S% tax increase, and that has a lot to 

do with it The school is spending enough 
money on improvements, such as better 
equipment and unifonns for atready ex­
isting teams, and men's volleyball would 
prevent the improvements from continu­
ing. Coaching was another issue. Fust 
you have to find someone who's quali­
fied, then you have to pay them for their 

Although they did not place in compe- time. Also, and probable the most influ­
tition, thevarsityfootbaU/basketbacherz- ential argument is that only four of the 
teadersreceivedoneoftwo"outstanding" remaining teams in our conference, the 

Wheaton schools and the Naperville 
blue ribbons. schools, offa men's volleyball. 

The poms had an equally impressive But who knows. Maybe in the near 
. performance at Aurora University's 

Badgerette Camp held from July 27-31 

wheretheypJacedfarstoutoffifteen squads 
and qualified for the Midwest Competi-

tion. 
The Midwest pnved to be difficult for 

the girls as they faced flfty other schools. 

They were proud, howevez, to be one of 

three squads in West history to 

advance to this level 
Both the cheerleaders and poms 

benefitted from the competitions and will 

continue to practice what they learned 
until the end of their seasons this spring. 

future the School board will see it worth­
while expanding our athletic department 
Mter hearing all the talking in the halls on 
whethez or not there would be men's 
volleyball, there's no doubt that it would 
be a sure school sprit booster. 

Baseball and softball playCl'S also com­
peted in summa leagues, with many play­
ers competing on tournament teams as 

room will increase the strength and speed of 11 we. 
Wildcat athletes of the future. Swimmczs maintain strength by join-

Many of the teams rely on summa league, ing the Sharks swim team, where they get 
spring leagues, and club sports during the involved in strength training workouts. 
off-season. Girls socet"J', boys soccer, and girls ten-

Both the girls and boys basketall teams . nis have yet to fonn organized off-season 
competed in a Spring league. squads: however. many players attend 

Open gym has also helped the players camps or join club-teams. 
keep their shooting touch. while the weight What about the aoss-country runners? 
room helped to maintain strength. 1 think everyone knows how hard they 

The football team used the weight room run, seeing them running constantly all 
more than ever, while getting a taste of over town. 
competition in their different passing league. 

WE-GO Golf Tees Off 

By Mike Campbell 

New faces for the cats who are looking 
forward to a "hole " new season. 

Last year the Wildcat golf team bad 
leaders like Jamie McDole and Joe 
Wagganer. Now we are depending on 
returning seniors Shawn Mulligan and 
Jon Martin to do the same. 

The cats are also depending oo Juniors 
Tim Murphy and Bob O'Donell to help 
pick up the slack. 

The team has a tough schedule this 
year, especially competing with the 
Napervilles, and Weaton NCX'th. 

Comming off a 4 and 10 record last 
year the cats are going to have their hands 
full. 

ShawnMulligandesaibes the high point 
in the season as the 18th hole, at Settlers 
Hill Golf Course where he got a hole-in­
one on a ISS yard, par 3 shot 

Thecatsshouldhaveagoodyearifthey 
keep getting production from Mulligan 
and Martin. 

The Wildcats had a good start this sea­
son, with the play of Doug Bezry and 
Mike Smith as lowez class golfers. Tun 
Mwphy will be the top golfer for the 
school next year, and with the talent he 
has now, he will be a contender for I l in 
the conference. 

These golfers will be crucial in the 
wildcat future. 

Bumpy Start For Wildcats 

By Richie Fikis 

The Wildcat girls' tennis team, coached 
by John Moeaki and newcomer assistant 
coach Lehman. started off the season with 
ups and downs. 

The biggest downfall was the first con­
ference match versusDupage Valley rival 
Wheaton-Warrenville South. Tlina Mar­
tin, fJISt singles, was the only Wildcat to 
post a victory. 

There were also many positives to start 
the season. They went on to defeat 
Glenbard South S-0 in their second con­
ference match. Theyalsowentundefeated, 
15-0, in a home quadrangular with 
Bollingbrook, Lisle, and Driscoll. 

Some of the Wildcats responsible for 
the victories were Martin, second singles 
·Adrienne Yule, and third singles (captain) 
Laura Rapinchuk. The first doubles team 
consists of Sarah Meyers and Carey Netzel, 
while the second doubles positions are 
switched frequently. 

Future success for the team will depend 
greatly on consistency with more ups than 
downs. 

( . 
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West Chicago Looking 
for a Renaissance 

By David Vingren 

West Chicago has a new threatening 
look on offense that is opening eyes 
around the Dupage Valley Conference. 

Fullback Ken Hodgen and Tailback 
Alphonso Medina are giving West Chi­
cago more offensive options than they've 
had in years. 

"We can run the ball mae effectively," 
said head coach Bruce Donash. "We 
have ball control anditforcesotherteams 
to throw." 

The Wild Catsarecontrollingthescore 
board as well. They opened 2-0 for the 
fJtSt time in over a decade and gave 
number four ranked Wheaton 
Warrenville South a scare. 

Hodgen and Medina have sc<l'edall of 
West Chicago's fust nine offensive 
touchdowns, two of them in the air from 
quarterback Richie Fikis. 

Hodgen was named West Chicago 
High School Athlete of the Week after 
the opooing Marmion game. He rushed 
for Ill yards with two touchdowns. His 
quality punts also contributed to the 
award. 

The senior's performance is hardly 
unexpected, though. He was ranked as 
one of the top five players in the DVC in 
tbc ~o Tribune's preseason out-

Wlldcats Welcome New 
School of Fish 

By Cheri Winkler and Heidi 
Herold 

Well,it'sanotberseason of girl's swim­
ming, but this year is diffe~ent. The team 
went from nine senior girls, the largest 
class of the team last ~n. to six seniOr 
girls. But, the team is not worried because 
they were replaced by seventeen fresh­
man swimmers. 
Elevenofthese~teenswimmerscame 

in with swimming experience. Coach 
Johnson states, "Sharks swim team is a 
strong feeder program for the high school 
team." 

Many of the new swimmers are more 
advanced than previous swimmers who 
have come in with no experience. Four of 
the freshman swam in varsity events in the 
first meet of the season. 

Assistant Coach Mary beth Eaton stated, 
"Yes, we lost our biggest senior class, but 
it is well replaced by the freshman class." 
She also said she is very excited about the 
new swimmers and that they have come in 
to carry on the tradition of the swim team. 

When asked about state and how the 
team will place, Johnson replied, .. I don't 
make predictions about winning meets, 
just about practices. It's too early to tell, 
but anything is possible." 

When Marybeth was asked the same 
questioo she answered, "I'm not really 
sure bow the other teams are doing. I . 
think that we have enough detennination 
and if we want it bad enough we could do 
it again." 

Johnson said he was very pleased with 
the level of dedication all swimmers have 
given. He says the team has a good work 
ethic and are a very <:lose group. Training 
bas gone well so we wish them the best! 

look. "' didn't even know I was in 
there," says a low key Hodgen. 

"He has great speed and stregth," said 
Donash. "He has the ability to run over 
people." 

Medina isn't nmning ovez people, 
be's running away from them. 

He also picked up Athlete of the Week 
for his 145-yard rushing perfonnance 
and two touchdowns at St Francis. 

Medina's had defenses chasing him 
throughout high school He rushed for 
over 1000 yards at the sophmore level as 
a WildCat 

Some wondered if Medina would per­
fonn as well at the varsity level. They 
didn't wandel' long. 

"I didn't expect to be so successful 
right away." said the junior. 

"He bas great speed to the outside," 
said Donash. 

Since this is his fll'St year on varsity, 
Medina will have to have more outstand­
ing performances bef<l'e he will get the 
recognition that Hodgen does. 

"It depends on what we do in 
conferance," said Donash about when he 
thinks Medina will be regarded as one of 
the DVC's best. "Probably not til next 
year." 

Hodgen and Medina's early success 
has much to do with the offensive line. 

''The line is a lot better this year," said 
Hodgen. "They open up a lot of holes." 

''They have experienced gained from 
last year," said Donash, 'They're more 
mature." 

West Oticago's first conference game 
resulted in a heart b'eaking 13-0 loss to 
Wheaton South. 

"They were a very good team," said 
Donash. "We have to try to cut down on 
minor mistakes. Wen going to get bet­
ter." 

But, that score is a big tum around for 
this school. The Tigers have been known 
to usually beat the Wild Cats into the 
groWld by 30 or 40points. This year, that 
changed. · 

It may not get much easirz for West 
ChicagoastheDVCisratedasoneofthe 
toughest conferences in the state. 

VARSITY VOLLEYBALL 
IS PICKING UP SPEED 

By Carolyn Mertz 

In spite of their slow start and lack of 

experience, the Lady Wildcat volleyball 

team may be a stroog f<X"Ce in the DVC 

this year. 

With the return ct. five varsity players, 

and six newcomers, the team is rela­

tively young and inexperienced. 

The team has shown steady improve­

ment over the first several confereoce 

games. Aftez losses to Glenlm'd South 

and Naperville Central, the team held off 

Wheaton North for a close three-game 

match until they were defeated in the 

final game. The WJ.ldcatsreboundedfrom 

this setback with a crushing win over 

Glen bard North 15-0 and 15-7. 

Kim Wallnrz, in her fli'St year as head 

coach, cites their lack of consistency and 

experience, not talent, as the somce of 

their difficulties in the first few DVC 

games. "I think we're capable of beating 

any team in theconfaence, "Wallnez said, 

and proved in their trouncing of Glenbard 

North. 

The team's goal is to improve on last 

year's recad of ten victories and they are 

on their way with a current record of 3-3 

intheDVC. 

Wallner's goal is for the whole program 

to take oo amoreconsistentapproach,and 

for the players to do SOOle practicing and 

playing togethrz during the off-season. 

Diving Into Another 
Great Season 

By: Heidi Herold and Cheri 
Winkler 

Senior Carrie V andelcreek was injured 
while diving a1 the West Chicago Invita­
tional. She was pezfonning a back flip, 
and didn't clear the board. She lost con­
centration and saaped her thighs, ripped 
her suit,andcaughthezchin on the edge of 
the board. 

Len Penkela, diving coach, took her to 
the hospital where she got five stitches in 
the chin and was told she had broken 
seven of her teeth. Amazingly she will be 
back on the board as soon as she gets her 
stitches out. There were no other divers in 
that meet 

Lady Wildcat Divers are just starting, 
but are hoping to make a big mart in the 
records. Second year diver, Carrie 
V andezcreek is the only experienced divrz 
and the other five are beginners. 

The divers are making great progress 
considering they need six basic dives to 
participate, which is difficult because most 
have started from scratch. Eleven dives 
are needed to compete in sectionals, Car­
rie is the only one able to meet the require­
ments so far. 

State is a challenge to make, but Len 
Penkelaremarks, "HCarriehas great prac­
tices and trainings she will make it to 
state." Last season the most successful 
diver was Carrie who went to sectionals. 

Len says it is tough on the divers and 
they need to gain control. He feels senior 
Heather Fishbein has made great improve­
ment, and freshman Julie Vavrek bas the 
most potential. The other divers, senior 
Debby Devorak and freshman Jamie 
Uorens are working hard to meet the 
requirements. 
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