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West Chicago Looking
for a Renaissance

By David Vingren

West Chicago has a new threatening
look on offense that is opening eyes
around the Dupage Valley Conference.

Fullback Ken Hodgen and Tailback
Alphonso Medina are giving West Chi-
cagomore offensive options than they’ve
had in years.

“We canruntheball more effectively,”
said head coach Bruce Donash. “We
haveball control anditforcesother teams
to throw.”

The Wild Catsare controlling the score
board as well. They opened 2-0 for the

look. “I didn’t even know I was in
there,” says a low key Hodgen.

“He has great speed and stregth,” said
Donash. “He has the ability to run over
people.”

Medina isn’t running over people,
he’s running away from them.

He also picked up Athlete of the Week
for his 145-yard rushing performance
and two touchdowns at St. Francis.

Medina’s had defenses chasing him
throughout high school. He rushed for
over 1000 yards at the sophmore level as
a Wild Cat.

Some wondered if Medina would per-
form as well at the varsity level. They
didn’t wonder long.

“The line is a lot better this year,” said
Hodgen. “They open up a lot of holes.”

“They have experienced gained from
last year,” said Donash, “They’re more
mature.”

West Chicago’s first conference game
resulted in a heart breaking 13-0 loss to
Wheaton South.

“They were a very good team,” said
Donash. “We have to try to cut down on
minor mistakes. Were going to get bet-
ter.”
But, that score is a big turn around for
thisschool. The Tigershave beenknown
to usually beat the Wild Cats into the
ground by 30 or40points. Thisyear, that
changed. :

It may not get much easier for West

With the return of five varsity players,
and six newcomers, the team is rela-
tively young and inexperienced.

The team has shown steady improve-
ment over the first several conference
games. After losses to Glenbard South
and Naperville Central, the team held off
Wheaton North for a close three-game
match until they were defeated in the
final game. The Wildcatsrebounded from
this setback with a crushing win over
Glenbard North 15-0 and 15-7.

Kim Wallner, in her first year as head
coach, citestheir lack of consistency and
experience, not talent, as the source of
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Wildcats Welcome New Greaf Sexson

School of Fish

By Cheri Winkler and Heidi
Herold

Well, it’s another season of girl’s swim-
ming, but this year is different. The team
went from nine senior girls, the largest

class of the team last season, to Six senior

girls. But, the team is not worried because
they were replaced by seventeen fresh-
man swimmers.

Elevenofthe seventeen swimmerscame

in with swimming experience. Coach
Johnson states, “Sharks swim team is a
strong feeder program for the high school
team.”
Many of the new swimmers are more
advanced than previous swimmers who
have come in with no experience. Fourof
the freshman swam in varsity events in the
first meet of the season.

Assistant Coach Marybeth Eaton stated,
“Yes, we lost our biggest senior class, but
itis well replaced by the freshman class.”
She also said she is very excited about the
new swimmers and that they have come in
to carry on the tradition of the swim team.

When asked about state and how the
team will place, Johnson replied, “I don’t
make predictions about winning meets,
just about practices. It’s too early to tell,
but anything is possible.”

When Marybeth was -asked the same
question she answered, “I’'m not really

sure how the other teams are doing. I .

think that we have enough determination
and if we want it bad enough we could do
it again.”

Johnson said he was very pleased with
the level of dedication all swimmers have
given. He says the team has a good work
ethic and are a very close group. Training
has gone well so we wish them the best!

By: Heidi Herold and Cheri
Winkler

Senior Carrie Vandercreek was injured
while diving at the West Chicago Invita-
tional. She was performing a back flip,
and didn’t clear the board. She lost con-
centration and scraped her thighs, ripped
her suit, and caught her chin on the edge of
the board.

Len Penkela, diving coach, took her to
the hospital where she got five stitches in
the chin and was told she had broken
seven of her teeth. Amazingly she will be
back on the board as soon as she gets her
stitches out. There were no other diversin
that meet.

Lady Wildcat Divers are just starting,
but are hoping to make a big mark in the
records. Second year diver, Carrie
Vandercreek is the onlyexperienced diver
and the other five are beginners.

The divers are making great progress
considering they need six basic dives to
participate, whichisdifficult because most
have started from scratch. Eleven dives
are needed to compete in sectionals, Car-
rie is the only one able to meet the require-
ments so far.

State is a challenge to make, but Len
Penkelaremarks, “If Carrie has greatprac-
tices and trainings she will make it to
state.” Last season the most successful
diver was Carrie who went to sectionals.

Len says it is tough on the divers and
they need to gain control. He feels senior
HeatherFishbein has made greatimprove-
ment, and freshman Julie Vavrek has the
most potential. The other divers, senior
Debby Devorak and freshman Jamie
Llorens are working hard to meet the
requirements.
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