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Sports

- The Bridge / May 8, 1992

Hardball, Softball; Wildcats top spring sports

by Dan Ventrelle

Althoughrecentlyenduringaheartbreaking
loss to Naperville North, the West Chicago
Wildcats Girl's Softball Team has retained their
grand expectations for a successful season.

While the first lass of the season did puta
blemish on a previously perfect record and
signified the end of the Wildcats eight game
winning streak, it certainly did not dampen the
team's enthusiasm. Last year's conference
championship was the catalyst for confident
feelings about a repeat title, and murmurs of a
perfect season could be constantly surrounded
the team.

Last year's championship team did manage
to hold an to its perfect record longer that this
team did. In fact, their first loss was suffered
considerably later in the season, after the team
had established its hold ; B
on the front runner po

consistent statements
that the second con
secutive championship

which stranded numerous base runners in key
situations.

Coach Maciejewski was more concerned with
the havoc played by the weather upon the team's
schedule that the Naperville North result. “We
were more affected by not being able to play fora
week and a half because of the weather than we
were by the unexpected loss”, said Maciejewski.
The Coach then discounted the cliche’ that usu-
ally surrounds a team's first setback. “some
people say that you can always learn something
from losing, I'm not like that. I think we have to
play well and win consistently to contend in our
conference.” :

However, Maciejewsk did feel that the loss
“galvanized” the tam for future competition, and
vowed there would be no significant alterations in
the Wildcats next meeting with Naperville North.

In Maciejewski’s words, “We are not going to
change anything. We hit their pitching well and
wedidn't commit stupid errors, we just couldn't
win. Next time, I plan to do the same things and
hope the ball can fall our way, and we can bring
home victory.”

The Wildcats now look to the future and
refuse to dwell on their sole defeat of the season.
Withseven games, five ofthem conference games,
facing the Wildcats during the week of April 27,
the staff feels that the team can do little mare
than approach the schedule witha confidenteye
to future success, realizing that the only way to
compensate for the defeat is with consistent
victory.

The outlook for consistent victory is the
upcoming scheduled is bolstered by the talent
evidenced by the team's individual statis

These numbers are outstanding, both in the
offensive and pitching categories.

The pitchers are led by Gretchen Austgen,
whose 4-1 record leads the staff, and Kristie
spielman (3-0). Together these two Seniors pro-
videa formidable one-two punch. Complimenting
their efforts is the performance shown by Senior
relief pitcher Gina Lipscomb (1-0). Maciejewski
assesses Lipscomb's performance as “superb”.

Offensively, the statistics are equally impres-
sive. Returning All Conference infielder Liz
Gemand leads a formidable array of hitters.
Gemand's thirteen runs batted in, coming from
the third spotinMaciejewski's battingorder, have
been welcomed as both opportune and essential.
Team batting average leader Fiona Quane is
second in runs batted in with 12. Catcher, Kate
Lootens, has been a pleasent surprise for Wildcat

" glfans. She has contrib-
* uted muchmorethanan-
Hed ptﬂi asan lnjury re-
placement, and currently

boasts a .400 Batting Av-

ge. Amy Bames, a
onverted basketball
tandout and Shannon
ason, a starter on the

s, headline the rest of
ejewski’s powerful

iculated the team’s
bitions as to win as
games as possible
d enjoy themselves
while doing so, “These
 kids really believe they
jcan win, and with the
thard work and dedica-
ition that they have put
to it, I believe they can
00." The Wikicats sea-
son thus far has certainly
iven credence to
C] WSKI spoeiﬂon.

Shanon Mason eyes the ball, and Joe Wagenaar winds up for the two standout teams of the West Chicago

Spring sports season. (Baseball photo: Matt Haverty / Softball photo: Rob Rivan)
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