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Sports 
The Bridge I April 20, 1992 

Gernand, & Wildcats look for three 
straight DuPage Valley Conference titles. 

by Aaroll Oweu 
West Chicago has recently begun a great 

tradition of softball, and senior second 
baseman Liz Oemand Is a big part of lt. 

·u Is exciting because not everybody 
wlns a conference championship, • said 
Gemand about her team's success. •Not 
everybody wlns so many times. • She also 
hopes to add another conference champi­
onship to her string. •1 want to help my 
team win another conference champion-

' ship, • said Gemand. ·1 think we have a 
chance to do this, everyday we improve, 
that helps. • Gemand feels the teams to 
beat are Glenbard North and Naperville 
Central. •olenbard North Ia sopposed to 
be good, • said Gemand. •And I have heard 
Naperville Central has a good pitcher.• 
She feels the strength of the team Is de fen­
stve, but the offense Ia not far behind. 
•our defense Is real good, but so Is our 
hitting, • said Gemand. ·we are pretty 
good all around.· 

Gemand hopes to Improve on her hit­
ting this year. •1 want to hit better then 
last year, • said Gemand. •1 also want 
more RBis this year. • She wants to hit 
more RBI a because she knows tt helps the 
team and the pitchers out. ·u makes It 
easier on the pitchers. • She also hopes to 
improve In the field. •1 want to get better 
at going to the right,• said Gemand. •1 
love playing In the field, • said Gemand. ·1 
like working on making less errors, It Is 
good to improve. • On Improving, the sec­
ond baseman feels she has improved by 
playing a lot of ball. •playing In the sum­
mer. batting In the cage, and my coaches 
have made me better,• said the senior. 
•Practice, practice, practice.· 

·1 got started In t-ball, playing with the 
guys In Wheaton, • said Gernand about her 
start In the sport. ·1 moved here and 
played In the athletic association. • 
Gemand said she always loved baseball 
and softball • 

Liz Gernand showing her second bose stuff, fielding a ground 
ball.(photo by Gina Upscomb) 

Gemand's love of the sport has paid off. a sophomore, • said Gemand. "But know 1 
She Is a three year varsity letter winner at am more relaxed, and can concentrate 
second base, and played a brief stint with more. • Last year, Gemand was first team 
the varsity team In her freshman year. ·1 all-conference, honorable mention all­
was scared to death starting on varsity as 

area, and most Improved on her team. The 
most improved award was her second one, 
as she also won It as a sophomore. In her 
sophomore season she was also honorable 
mention all-conference. Gemand also 
hopes to be all-area this year. •J want to be 
all-area this year,• said Gernand. 

The senior believes a big reason she 
was scared was her view of Coach Lee 
Madejewskl. "I didn't understand his way 
of coaching; said Gemand. "I didn't un­
derstand he was trying to make me bet­
ter.• Now she feels Maciejewski has been 
a great Influence on her. •He's a great 
coach, I love the way he coaches, • said 
Gemand. "He's the best coach I could 
have had.· 

Destiny was In favor of the WUdcats 
and Gemand, by putting her In the second 
base position. "I was put their because of 
the need for a second baseman, • said 
Gemand. "I hoped to play short but Angle 
Webb was already there. Now I'm glad she 
was.• 

Another big Influence on the Wildcat 
standout's career has been her parents. 
"My dad played baseball In college, he 
wouldn't force- me to play, but he did 
Influence me, • said Gemand. •My mom 
watches me play. I think she enjoys it. • 
The senior says her dad Ia her biggest role 
model. •1 looked up to my dad, • said 
Gemand. "He has taught me a lot about 
second base and hitting. He ptcks me up 
when I'm down, and tells me what I could 
have done better. • She also looks up to 
Cubs second baseman Ryne Sandberg. 
"He rarely makes errors, and he has great 
composure, • said Gemand. •ue playa In 
Chicago, and he plays the same position. • 

Next year, the senior second baseman 
hopes to play In college. "I would like to 
play Division I, but I'll play wherevet I am 
wanted. I want to play softball. • 

Gemand and the rest of the Cats could 
be on their way to their fourth consecutive 
DVC crown. They are currently 6-0. 
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