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She-ra: Girls 'have the power' in Wildcat sports 

r&itty 
1fiitter 
by Aaron 01reDI 

The girls are the real athletes at West 
Chicago High school. 

I have been reminded that I have over­
looked some great achievements by fellow 
students at WCCHS. As I was looking for 
the facts for this article, I realized a very 
interesting thing. For the most part, the 
girls are getting the better of their compe­
tition, and the boys are just getting the 
better of themselves. 

This year, many girls' teams have been 
very successful. In the fall sports season 
girls' cross country and volleyball seemed 
to come out ahead compared to boys' cross 
country, football, and soccer. With the 
changes that come with a new coach (two 
new coaches in this case) the girls' volley­
baU team was able to scrounge up a near 
.500 record and win sbme gamesdn avery 
tough conference. On the other hand, 
football finished wtth:a rec_oro of .2-7 and 
a seventh place performante In the DVC. 
Girls' cross country had an· over-all suc­
cessful finish capping it off by .qualifying 
for sectlonals as a team, and girls' tennis 
improved on last years overall record. The 
big story was girls' swimming, who after a 
good regular season excelled to a third 
place performance in the state meet. This 
performance overshadows that of any fall 
sport, be 1t boys or girls. High expecta­
tions were placed on the boys•cross-coun­
try team after a first place DVC perfor­
mance last year. Unfortunately, the team 
did not stay healthy, and because ofthts 
could not be successful. Golf showed it 
had a few good individuals in the regular 
season, but did not perform in the state 
series. Soccer, was the exception, finish-

PRESSURE!!! 

lng third in conference, ringing orne a 
regional championship, and recording one 
of the best records for soccer in school 
history. Despite their performance, they 
did not accomplish much more then the 
year before, and will probably be remem­
bered as just another decent West Chicago 
Soccer team. Overall though the girls 
proved their dominance improving in all 
girls sports and girls swimming turning in 
the best performance of the year, probably 

Do· the coaches force 
unwilling kids into athletics? 
by Krhtln Bedow 

According to some students there has 
been a lot of pressure and harassment 
coming from a few of the coaches con­
cerning sports. There are a few students 
who claim that they are Involved in sports 
when they reaUy don't want to be, only 
because they would rather be in sports 
than have the coach "harass.lng• them. 

According toTrack/GolfCoach Wilbur 
Walters "When a student quits a sport or 
decides ·not to go out for that sport any 
more, I. wonder why. Especially when 
they are good at lt. I simply wonder why 
they don't want to do something they are 
good at and enjoyed so much before. 
Sometimes kids quit because of work, 
friends, and boyfriends. I just don't like 
to see the kids throw their opportunities 
away. When someone quits, I just hope 
they do It for their own reasons rather 
than someone else's. • 

One studentsays, "I went out thtsyear 
because I didn't want my teammates and 
the coach to hate me. I don't even want 
to be on the team this year, but it's better 
than having people mad at me. • Another 
student said, •1 tried to quit, but there 
was so much grief and pressure from my 
coach that I decided to just stay on the 
team so I would be left alone. • 

Golf/Baseball Coach, Tim Courtney 
· says that he personally has not had a 

problem with students wantlng to quit 
golf. But he has had kids decide to skip 
one year of a sport and then go out for 
that same sport a year later. "The only 
problem with that is that the kids who 

skip a year end up regretting it because 
when they come back, the kids who stayed 
on with that sport are better because they 
had a year more practice than the kid who 
decided to take a break. • 

Courtney and Walters don't feel that 
wanting a good player to continue In a 

'I went out this year because I 
didn't want my teammates 
and the coach to hate me. I 
don't even want to be on the 
team this year, but It's better 
than having people mad at 
me.' 

-Anonymous 
certain sport is harassment. "I only want 
what's best for them, and If they tell me 
that they honestly don't want to be in that 
sport any more, then l leave them alone.· 
says Walters. "I want to let the kids know 
that I think they have a lot of talent and 

·skill, so that they will consider staying 
with a sport rather than skipping a year, 
then they won't have anything to regret 
when they return. • says Courtney. _ 

Some students feel they are harassed 
by their coaches to remain on or come out 
for a sport. However, none would not 
consent their names or qoutes being 
printed in the paper due to their being 
currently involved in sports. These stu­
dents have expressed concerns about the 
pressure they receive, but were unwilling 
to back these concerns up. 

... .. 

year. 

. .. 

but 
last 

The winter was more of the same. Win­
ter sports Included boys' basketball, gtrla' 
basketball, boys' swimming, and wres­
tling. As wrestling faltered, boys' swim­
ming and boys' basketball made strides, 
girls' basketball had the most surprising, 
successful season. 

Boys' basketball finished second in con-

Boys' Basketball 
-Eric Heinz 

Girls' Basketball 
-Amy Barnes 
S . . wtmm1ng 
-Brian Levake 
Wrestling 
-Isreal Castro 

ference, ·first in the Oswego tournament, 
and had a final tally of 12-13. They had 
stars such as Erin Porter, Eric Heinz, and 
Travaris Sullivan. The boys got off to a 
great start of the season, but could not 
finish as strong with an over-time regional 
loss to Downers Grove North in the first 
round of regionals . 

Boys' swimming also had a fairly suc­
cessful season, sending two to state for 
the first time ever. The boys also finished 
with a 6-4 record, and a good performance 
in the sectional. 

Despite finishing at 13-13, the Ladycats 
surpassed preseason expectation and sur­
prised many a rival. Head coach Kim 
Wallner pointed out the highlight of the 
season. "The high point of our season was 
defeating Naperville North in the first round 
of regionals, • said Wallner. • And then 
almost beating Naperville Central the next 
round. • Amy Barnes proved to be the force 
of the team. Unanimous All-DVC, Daily 
Herald All-Area, Aurora Beacon All-Area, 
and Sun-Times All- area special mention, 
were just some of the awards she gained 
this year. 

The spring sports season looks to be 
more of the same. Boys' baseball and 
track look to improve this season but 
neither Is expected to make major waves. 
Both teams lose major stars in baseball's 
Shelby Dean,. and tracks Rick Montalvo. 
Girls' track will make their mark with a 
few individuals. The ladycat runners will 
look to three returning state qualifiers to 
anchor their team. Badminton and girls' 

_ soccer are looking forward to successful 
seasons, after returning most oflast year's 
varsity squads. 

Girls' softball will be the most antici­
pated of all spring sports. The softball 
team has established itself as the most 
successful sport at West Chicago High. 
The gtrls have won conference the last 
three years, and looks forward to their 
chimce to •break the curse· for a regional 
championship. 

It seems for the rest of the year, the 
girls will be the real athletes at WCCHS. 

Boys' Basketball 
-Erin Porter 

Girls' Basketball 
-Colleen Otto 

Swimming 
.·-David Flatter 

Wrestling 
-Carlos Ayala 
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!lliJ~G~~~ 
JB~sketlbill 
Eric Heinz 
Travaris Sullivan 

Gfurlis JBasketlbill 
Amy Barnes 

Wresfilimlg_ 
Isreal c~astro 

Juniors and Seniors. 
haYe JOur special 
prom dress macle 
in &DJ color, 
style, Iabrie 
or size. 

Juaior•s 
Dresses 

$55.00 

Seaior•s 
Dresses 

$65.00 

CaU: 
Bvette ICent 

29J·Sil7 

Batters look to pitching for great season 
by Brett SJ&Iln 

Head Baseball Coach Tim Courtney has 
high hopes for the We-go varsity team. 
Despite the loss of star pitcher Shelby 
Dean, the team still has a lot of talent. The 
pitching staff has a lot of alack to pick up, 

I 

'Summer ball helps a lot, It 
really brings out what guys 
can accomplish.' 

Tim Courtney 

but Courtney th!nks they can do the job. 
Many players played in the summer 

league and did a pretty good Job. Accord­
ing to Courtney, summer ball helps a lot. 
"It really brings out what the guys can 
accompltsh," said Courtney. "It Is espe­
cially helpful to a player who didn't play 
much last season or was on the sopho­

Jim Cabrera prepares to catch the ball. (photo by Matt Haverty) 

more t~am." Two players In particular,' \ Courtney. The graduating seniors, es­
according to Courtney, really showed 1m- pecfally Dean, will be missed, but the 
provementduringthesummer-EdCortez Wildcats should be able to stay strong 
and Ted Ftjalkowskf. He was really 1m- with many returning varsity players. 
pressed with Cortez's fnfieldtng skills and Jamie Mackert Is expected to be a strong 
Fljalkowskf's throwing on the mound. player on this year's squad , he had five 

Hitting should be one of the strong homers last year. In addition, Jim 
points of the season, accordln~ to Cabrera, Rich Fikis, Ken Hodgen, and 

Brandon McCauley all hit better than . 300 
last season or during summer league. Since 
summer league Is Just as competitive as the 
regular season, things look pretty good for 
the Cats. 

Courtney Is not really sure ofhts starting 
lineup this year. McCauley and senior Jer­
emy Veltchkoff will be competing for first 

base, and Mackert will play shortstop 
when not pitching. Jamie McDole mfght 
start at third, and Joe Wagenaar, who also 
pitches wfll probably play second base 
when not on the mound. A battle will take 
place at the catcher position, where Cabrera 
will get pressure from Ftkls. 

Hodgen has a pretty secure spot In 
center field, with Greg Juarez and Scott 
Westman also playing In the outfield. 
Courtney said Cortez will play many in­
field positions, when others playersare 
pitching. He is also a candidate to start at 

Baseball's first game-
-March 31 vs. St. Charles 
(away) 

either second or thfrd base. 
Courtney wants to find out for sure who 

his starters will be during the first few 
weeks of non-conference play. He believes 
most of the guys arc much stronger and 
have improved their play a lot from last 
season. Last season the Wildcats were 
sixth In the DVC and lost in the second 
round of regtonals. Courtney expects to 
Improve on that this season. The DVC is 
very competitive and If the team does well 
in conference, it should do weJl In post­
season play. 
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