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Wrestlers experience rocky road to state meet

by Dan Ventrelle

As the winter sports season draws to its
inevitable close, reflection upon the 1991-92
West Chicago wrestling team’s successes and
failures facilitates.

Upon embarking upon their new season in
late November, coach Robert French set spe-
cific goals for his wrestlers. Among these goals
were those concerning individual wrestlers
and their possibilities of gaining entrance into
the state tournament. French said,” | hoped
we could get a handful of kids down state.”
Among this desired handful were lightweights
Israel Castroand Russ Gurrero and 145 pound
Aaron Owens. All three of these individuals
advanced to the sectional tournament and
shared measurable success at this level; how-
ever, all eventually experienced their share of
hardships.

Owens, the lone senior wrestling at the
varsity level, experienced great success
throughout the season and ventured into the
sectional tournament peaking. The dreams of
state tournament victories diminished in the
eyes of Owens and all those watching during
a quarterfinal match against Jason Kuefler.
This match would become Owen's eventual
downfall when he was beaten by Kuefler. To
the further dismay of Wildcat fans, Kuefler's
loss in the next round excluded Owens from
participation in the state tournament

At the regional meet 103 pound Russ
Gurrero finished second losing his first losing
his first match of the year. This performance,
while adequate for a chance at state was
followed by disaster. Following he sectional

success, Guerrero was noticeably absent form
practices and team gatherings. Repeated
attempts by French to reach Gurrero went
unheeded and the situation was eventually

Gina Lipscomb)

Carlos Ayala looks to the mat in his DuPage Valley Conference
Tournament match against his Glenbard South opponent. (photo by

resolved through contact with a third party. *1
got word through another kid that Russ had
quit,” said French regaurding the situation.

Numerous speculations have been make
regarding Gurrero's sudden departure from
the sport. “Alot of kids have been telling me
different reasons but nobody really knows
why he quit, * French said. French feels that
the most probable cause for Gurrero’s depar-
ture is his weight problem which has been an
issue throughout the year. Sources have told
French that Gurrero has “ballooned up” to
around 120 pounds, well above his ideal wres-
tling weight.

Isreal Castro has been the soul survivor in
the wake of this all. Castro advanced to the
state finals with a second place showing at
sectionals. Castrowas the only memberofthe
team to successfully fulfill his expectations in
achieving state tournament status. However,
this was not the case in the tournament itself.

Castro, projected to fair well in the tourna-
ment was upset early and forced to wrestle for
lesser awards. He fought back to aquire an
oportunity to finish in third place. This;
however, was not to be either. Jacob Hey of
Dixon defeated Castro placing his finishatan
unexpected fourth.

The overall performance of the team
throughout the year, French feels, has been
excellent. He feels that although it “would
have been nice” to have a larger number of
individuals, such as Owens, participate in the
state tournament that the overall performance
of the team hasbeen exceptional. French feels
that with the great youth of the present team
will develop and as youth merges with experi-
ence, Wildcat wrestling has and excellent fu-
ture.

West Chicago WiIldcats  syim team sends two to state

vs. Chicago Bears

by Aaron Owens

The Chicago Bears will play a faculty basketball team, the Jones" Jocks. The
showdown is set for March 14, at 7p.m. in the Bishop Gym.

The Bears' squad, which is known as “The Good News Bears," expected to contain
such stars as Mark Bortz, Glen Koslowski, Tom Waddle, Jim Thorton, Peter Tom
Willis, Shaun Gayle, Maurice Douglas, Anthony Morgan, Dante Jones, Ron Rivera,

'‘Good News Bears'
vs. Jones' Jocks'
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and Wendel Davis. Assistant Principal John Highland said the final roster won't be
known to just before the game.

Jones' Jocks will contain such players as District 94 Superintendent Joel Morris,
Highland, and Principle Alan Jones, among others.

The consensus is the Jocks will not be that competitive, but in their first meeting
in 1985 the Bears eeked out a one point win with a 99-98 victory. But in their last
meeting the “Monsters of the Midway" rolled all over the faculty scoring a lop sided-
victory.

Highland expects to play two games against the Bears, one serious game, and one
with antics. In addition to the game, there will be an autograph section, t-shirts
footballs, and other things for sale. The sophomore class at West- Chicago High will

. be holding a raffle, the prize a 10-speed bike. -

The tickets are $8 for adults, $5 for students, and $2 for children under 12 years
of age. Proceeds from the game will go to the Junior class to help with financial needs
for the 1992 Junior-Senior Prom.

by Liz Gernand

After a record setting year the boys’
swim team placed seventh in sectionals.

The swim team’s season was capped
with five records. The relay team of John
Adamo, Dave Flatter, John Keyzer, and
Brian Levake set a school record in the
200 freestyle relay with a time of 1:36:76.
Flatter also set a school record in the 100
butterfly with a time of 55:41. Levake set
the Individual Medley Relay record with a
time of 2:02:67.

The freshman class came up with a
successful season for the team. Corey
Johnson set freshman 200 Individual
Medley (IM) record with a time of 2:07:74.
Two freshman relay records were also bro-
ken this year. The relay team of John
Adamo, Johnson, Steve Petusky, and Tony

- Villa set freshman records in both the 200
 and 400 freestyle relays with times of

1:50:58 and 4:08:79 respectfully.
Going into the sectional meet Coach
Mary Beth Eaton said, “probably the big-

| gest (advantage) is the home crowd-more

supporters.” She was looking to Flatter in
the butterfly and Levake in the IM and
breatstroke to move on to the February 28
and 29 state meet in New Trier.

She also looked to beat both Elgin and
Streamwood because the team had close
losses to both teams during the regular
season. She said,” We hope to move up
against them.” .

Hopes for a relay victory were set on the
medley relay team of Adamo, Johnson,
Flatter, and Levake, the 200 free relay
team of Adamo, Flatter Keyzer, and Levake,
and the 400 free relay team of Bob
Dujmovic, Keyzer, Johnson, and Petusky.
Petusky was questionable for the sectional
meet because of a broken finger which
occurred while playing basketball. His
cast was to come off the Friday before
sectionals, but Eaton does not know how
the layoff will effect him.

The relay teams all finished in the top
ten. Freestyle relay team of Adamo, Keyzer,
Flatter, and Levake finished seventh. Their

finish also set a school record. The 400
freestyle relay of Dujmovic, Johnson,
Keyzer, and Petusky also placed seventh
with a time of 3:41:49. The medley relay
faired the best of the three relays finishing
insixth place. The medley relay consisted
of Adamo, Flatter, Johnson, and Levake.

The highlight of the sectional meet was
the performances of Levake in the IM (third
place and new team record) and the breast-
stroke (third place) and Flatter in the but-
terfly (fourth place and new team record)
and backstroke (ninth place and personal
best). Both will represent the Wildcat
team at the state meet in New Trier.

The team also had top ten performances
from diver Dave Valliancourt who placed
ninth which was also his personal bcst.
Johnson finished sixth in the IM which
was also a new freshman record and a
tenth place finish in the breaststroke. In
the 500 freestyle Keyzer finished tenth.

Other members of the sectional team
were swimmers Brian Stewart, Matt Tracy,
and Tony Villa, and diver Mark Sabition.
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