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2 light weights; 2 good, 2 much for opponents 
Russ Gurrero and Isreal Castro lead way for Cats 

• 

by DaD VeDtrelle 
As the winter sports season 

progresses the stars of two outstand­
Ing Wtldcat wrestlers shine brightly. 
Isreal Castro and Russ Gurrero have 

themselves to improving 
their wrestling ability. This dedica­
tion has paid large dtvtdends as both 
wrestlers have mounted impressive 
records in their respective 
campaighns. 

For Russ, wrestlingat 103pounds, 
this season has been one which can 
certainly be viewed as successful. 
Currently, Gurrero boasts a well 
earned 13-0 record. Unfourtunately, 
beginning around new year, Russ 
has had some diffuculty maintaining 
his wrestling wteght. Russ missed 
the btg tournament at Hinsdale Cen­
tral, because of tllness and weight 
problems. Gurrero entering the tour­
nament with his undefeated status 
was favored to do very well in the 103 
pound weight class. This, however 
was not to be. This would only be the 
begl.hnlng of his problems. 

After recovering fully from the ill­
ness which prevented his participa­
tion in the Hinsdale tournament, Russ 
was scheduled to wrestle in a meet 
Involving Platnfteld and Napervtlle 
North. Again, being expected to do 
well, Russ was unable to participate. 
On this occasion: however. weight, 
nottllness stood in his way to partici­
pation in the meet Before the meet, 
Gurrero weighed in at well over his 
103 pound ltmtt. Russ weighed tn, 
according to head wrestling coach 
Bob French, •at one point, around 
thirteen pounds overweight • This 
problem also prompted his inability 
to compete ina meettnvolvingGeneva. 
Overall, between 1llness and the 
weight problem which has recently 
surfaced, Russ has missed eleven 
matches which has brought his prob­
able 24 and 0 record to 13-0. 

This problem with Gurrero fatltng 
to comply with the 103 pound weight 
ltmit creates more difficulty than is 
originally thought As a result of the 
substantial amount by which Gurrero 
exceeds his ideal wrestling weight not 

Isreal Castro practices his form in the Wildcat wrestling room. (Photo by Gina 
Lipscomb) 

only is he unable to wrestle at the 103 pound 
weight classi8cation, there Is not a preponderance 
of places in other classes where Gurrero could 
function as an effective competitor. If this raise In 
weight becomes permanent, Gurrero would be 
forced to move up to 112 class. This presents a 
problem because Israel castro, another udefeated 
Wildcat wrestles in that position. If Russ were to 
take a substantial leap to 119 pounds, coach 

feels that he would be unable to dominate 
that class as he did at 103 because this would not 
be his ideal wrestling weight 

Originally. the goal for Gurrero was to domi­
nate his weight class and to hopefully place in 
the top six at the state tournament Coach 
French feels that there is no reason why this is 
still not possible and he hopes for Gurrero work 
hard to regain his weight and fulftll this aspira­
tion. 

Another Wtldcat wrestler which has domi­
nated the competition on route to a 19 and 0 
record has been Israel Castro. In this strtking 19 
and 0 performance, Castro has romptled eight 
pins and 3 technical victories which occurred 
when a score of 15 to 0 was reached in Israel's 
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favor and the match was promptly stopped 
awarding hJm the victory. Stmtlar to those for 
Russ Gurrero, Israel's expectations were high 
upon embarking upon this wrestling season. 
1be coaches felt that. realttically, Israel could 
take command onus 112 pound weight class 
and place among the top six competitors In 
the state tournament. Castro is well on hts 
way to possibly surpassing this expectation. 

A major portion of the victories which 
Castro has accumulated have been as parts 
of major tournaments. The first of these was 
a tournament held at home, in West Chicago. 
In the Wtldcat Invitational, Castro assembled 
four consecutive victories on his way to a first 
place finish. Stmilarly, In the recently held 
Hinsdale Central tournament, Castro's hand 
was raised In the victory on three occasions 
once again placing ftrsl With these two 
tournament achievements under his belt, 
Castro Is expected to fair very well In the up 
coming Naperville Central tournament. 

While tournaments comprise many 
tmportane matches of the season, for Israel 
the most difficult matches which he wtll 
encounter wtll come away from the tourna­
ment circuit Coach French has anticipated 
thatthemostdlftlcultmatchesinlsrael'svery 
near future will be against two very worthy 
competitors, one of which Israel has wrestled 
previously. The first of these matches wtll 
occup against Waubonsfe Valley rtval Jeff 
Cereftce whom Israel wrestled a year ago. 
Although Castro won impressively in their 
last meeting , Cereflce has greatly improved 
and now poses a greater threat to him. The 
other match, and probably the more promi­
nent of the two Is opposite Mike Renalla of 
Napervtlle North. 1bis is a match of great 
sl.gnificance according to Coach French. He 
ercelves that a victory for Castro over Renalla 
would be a considerable •feather in his cap.· 
Coach French stated, •Jsrael hates to lose 
and if he does lose, 1t wtll only make hJm work 
harder to win next time. If he wins, tt wtll do 
the same because he'll want to win agatn.• 

It ts mther unusual a school possess 
two athletes which dominate their sports as 
do Israel Castro and Russ Gurrero. Their 
tremendous effort and dedication have led to 
undefeated records for both Russ and Israel 
respectively. The most interesting concept 
which the constant domination of their weight 
classes brings to mind is what great achieve­
ments the future holds for Wtldcat wrestlers 
Israel Castro and Russ Gurrero. 
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Doub·le 
Tro.Dles 

by Juon llammert 
Trouble. 
This seven letter word that sums up 

well the 91-92 boys basketball season so far. 
The Cats currently have a 7-8 record, and 
play Naperv1lle North and Wheaton North 
this weekend. Guard Mark Miller quit th.e 
team earlier this year, and many players say 
thhey are unhappy with coaches, playing 
time, and above all the teams record. 

More troubles come from the Sullavtn 
brothers Travarts and Wallace. 

What are these troubles? FoiWard Danis 
.Osts and guard Eric Lasky each refused to 
commermt to The Briqe on account of 
getting into trouble. 

Guard Travarts Sullavtn Is probably the 
key to any success that the Cats have, and If 
you watch him in action you can see this 15 
ppg star has detenntnatlon on his face. But 
theres something else there. Frustmtion? 

This may stem from Ts being actdemacUy 
inelfgable earlier in the season. 

Wallace, who is at about 10 ppg, has 
qUtt the team and then rejoined the team. He 
says that he usually likes playing with T, but 
• ... 1 don't like to play with him when were 
arguing, but when were not arguing, we play 
together better. • It can be assumed that those 
problems come not only from his on-court 
relationship with Travarts, but also with run­
ins with Coah Majekowsld. 

A similar situation 1s that of identical 
twins armd NBA stars Horace and Harvey 
Grant In a recent interview on \VGN'alllilb 
k.. Harvey stated that there was the family 
braggtng rights. This resulted in Harvey 
transfering to Oklahoma while Horace stayed 
at Clemson. 

On how .!hey play together, Wallace 
stated that he didn't feel anything 'spectal' 
about playing with Travarts. Players on the 
team say that they are usually friendly to one 
another, but don't think of It as anything to 
get excited about. "They don't even act like 
brothers· 

People in West Chicago have a problem 
wtth looking at a persons troubles and short­
comings. Should we, the student body just 
watch the games and let the team, Including 
the Sulltvans, play? Said one Wildcat guard ·1 
don't think it really matters.· 

One thing does seem certaln-T and 
Walare to Important to the team to lose them. 
So let the brothers play. Wa111ac~e and Travaris Sullivan show a little family rivalry in going up for the 
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The Kitty Litter 

West Chicago vs. WHO?? 
Wildcat Rivals turn out to 
be almost all of DVC 

The Chicago Bulls-Detroit Pistons, the 
Chicago Bears-Greenbay Packers, the 
West Chicago Wildcats.-?. 

Rivalry, is a big time thing In all levels 
of sports today. lt seems as if all profes­
sional sports teams have their own little 
feud with their most hated adversary. 
Take for Instance the Chicago Bears, they 
are currently In the most publicized ri­
valry wtth the Green Bay Packers. They 

are just not playing to win the game, but also 
lay clatm to the pride that the winner earns. I 
watch the Chicago/Green Bay games and 
cringe at the sight of the hits and blows the 
players put on each other. Even though the 
Bears have been the clearly superior team 
,record wise. in the last few years the games 
have always been close. The. Packers raise up 
a level and compete with the Bears no matter 
what the difference In sktlllevel Is. 

The Bulls also have a rivalry with 
the Detroit Pistons. After years of being 
second to the ·sad Boys•, the Bulls 
finally took over the number one spot in 
impressive fashion. We all remember 
when the Bulls swept the Pistons in the 
conference championship, -and we all 
saw how Detroit reacted. The refused to 
shake hands, and stared at their foes 
with hatred in their eyes. Detroit were 
truly bad sports, and I loved every 
minute of ft. That is the meaning of 
rivalry, its just not the competitiveness 
on the court, but also something extra, 
something personal. 

Who is West Chicago's rival, which 
school do we hate more than any other? 
After thinking this question over I have 
come to conclude their Is no one an­
swer. Of course, people may argue that 
Naperville Is definitely our rival, but 
that is not true. They may be our rival 
In such sports as soccer, and basket­
ball, but they are not a overall school 
rival. 

I have found that there really is not 
an overall school rival, our sports team 
kind of pick and choose who they want 
to battle. Usually, the Cats most hated 
foe fs a conference rival. According to 
some players, football loves to hate 
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Basketball 
Erin Porter 
- The Wildcat guards 

passes and all around play 
helps the cats survive In the 
rough DVC 

Wrestling 
Isreal 
~g§JlQnty one 
atch of 24 to get the Wres­

ling Cats always off to a 
ood start 

iris B-ball 
Vicki Smith 
The lady In the middle puts 
ffort In offense and defense 

Boys 
Swimming 
Brian ~ 

LeVake 
he senior Is a team leader 
nd excels In both the 

kstroke and breaststrok 

Wheaton Central. U ortunately in t e 
last few years, we can not compete with 
the football powerhouse, but West Chi­
cago always put forth a valiant effort. 
Basketball likes to play Wheaton North. 
it is in close proxtmtty to our school and 
we always have about the same sktll 
level. According. to head baseball coach 
Tim Courtney, the Napervtlles are their 
biggest rivals. "We love to beat the 
Napervllles, • said Courtney. "They hate 
to lose to us. • 

Soccer's rival is one which doesn't 
exist in conference play. For a span of 
eight years the Wildcat and St. Charles 
Saints stagged some epic battles In the 
regional championship game. Unfortu­
nately, the Saints happened to always 
come out on top, and that could be a big 
reason we hate them. With the new 
seeding system, 1t does not necessarily 
mean the Cats and Saints wtll be In the 
same regional. Some believe this will 
cause the rivalry to die down a bit, but I 
think it will sttll remain strong, 1n the 
form of regular season battles. 

Who is West Chicago's rival? Its 
simple, who ever you want it to be. JUST 
PLAY HARD. 
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