












t.. f •• I I J 

The Bridge I 
. Sports] 

December 20, 199 

Lady Cat swimmers finish third 
by Aaron Owens . 
After a champtonshJp sectional perfor­

mance, tt was obvious the West Chicago girls' 
Swim Team did not cool down come state 
competition. 

The swim team finished third 1n the state 
meet on November 23, paced by their "fantas-

Ryan after the outstanding perfonnance. 
Myersswamwelltnherbestevent, the 100 

yard backstroke. She ftntshed second In her 
heat, flntshtngtightbehtnd the ftrstseed from 
Waubonsie Valley. •1 got hung up 1n the lane 
line,· said Myers. ·sut I still made ftnals. • 

Gilgallon was the second Cat to make the 

finished 9th with a 24.84. 
In the finals, West Chicago's relays stole 

the show. The girls took first 1n the 200 
medley relay, defeating top seeded Htndsdale 
Central, 1n a little bit of a rtvaby, with a time 
of 148.68. They missed breaking the sV\te 
record by just .35 seconds off the record. 

irl swimming getting wild at the pep assembley, after their third in state performance. 
by Eric Schlotzer) - - · - -

tic four· of senior Erin Myers. jUnior Corrie finals, and was happy with her performance. 
Gilgallon, sophotmre and fresh- ' ·rm so excited, • exclaimed Gtlgallon. ·rve 

tried to swim under a minute all year, and I 

'Tomorrow we're going to win did ttat therlght time.· 
Mann:1ngswam well to ftntsh 13th 1n the 

it all' 200 medely Relay, and 18th 1n the 100 yard 
Becky Manning ____ ;;...• -----

man Becky Manning. The foursome took first 
1n two of the three relays. defeating first­
seeded Htndsdale Central in both. The girls 
started of right. working up In their first heat 
was Myers of the 200 medley relay. The Cats 
swam the second fastest time of all the heats 
to qualify for the state ftnals 1n that event. 

The swimmers then competed 1n the 200 
free relay. They responded with their fastest 
time, allowing them to take first 1n their heat 

!otmJTOw we're going to win 1t all,· said 

'I got hung up in the lane line. 
But I still made finals.' 

Erin Myers 
breaststroke. Gllgallon also oompeted in the 
100 yard butterfly, she did not qualify for the 
finals, but won the consolation heats to finish 
7th. Myers and Ryan swam the 50 yard 
freestyle sprint, whJch Is considered a high­
light event of the meet. Myers finished 4th In 
the state with a time of 24.39, and Ryan 

*They (Htndsdale) said they were going to 
be the first team ever to win all three relay 
events, • said head coach Dan Johnson. ·rm 
so proud of the girls, they swam great.· 

Ironically, the Cats defeated Htndsdale 
agatn In the next relay. They swam their best 
time In the 200 yard freestyle, for their second 
first of the night Myers finished her out­
standing perfonnance with a third place fin­
ish in the backstroke. and Gllgallon added a 
sixth 1n the same event 

After the Cats' story book performance, 
they earned many post season awards. Myers 
finished 1n the top four balloting for swimmer 
of the year. Both relay teams earned all­
american honors with their state times, and 
Myers also gained the same honor In the 
backstroke. To make the year complete, head 
coach Dan ·o,r Johnson tied with three other 
coaches for coach of the year. 

Many miles underwater; key to 
Lady Cat success · 

Buao lliranda 
It seems as though tb.;y hare been planning 

1t br years, as though it was only a ma.tt.er of 
time bebre swfm 
a trophy that represented Jong years of 
work. 

As a person wm has beenswtrnmtng since 
he was 8, Coach Dan Johnson 1mows what 1t 
takes to be a good swfrn.m!r. Acco!ding to 
Jolmson, this year's team Ml the t1ght bletxl 
of "talent, ... dedtcatlon, ... and conditioning. • 

HOW"eVer, tim champbnship dXt mt 
just come fn the hfgh schx>l ymrs. 
Erin Myers has been swimming since she was 
9, Conie sfnce 7, and Becky 
Manning and Kate Ryan sfnoe 8. 

"Most 7 year old girls don't think about 
pract1clng at that stage In their lives, • rom­

Johnson put a strong emphasis on the 

Shaib success as thelreytowfnntng 
atthestatemoet AcrordmgtoJohnson,about 
eighty percent of that are Involved In 
swtmmtng mvoM:d in the Sharks pro-

Ever since Johnson took over the swtm-
mfng program 14 ytmS ago he has been 
bu1kl1ng patiently. When the pm§am first 
startfdJohnsonmadeanexampleoutofother 
schlols. swfrnmtngclub 
arxl off-season characteristics 
of winning programs. The first tew years 
Johnson fOcused on the Sharks program to 
assure that the freshman class would have 
strongswfmmers. He had theShruks compete 
at a to 1}.Ye sense of compe­
UtDn. 

Jolmson 1s now looking one step further. 
He would like to have the Sharks compete at 
the junk>rnatlonals, which are "rmre oompett­
Uve than the high scmol state m:ets. w 

Jolmson says that the progam will miss 

the leaiershJp of the aenk>rs, but he that 
there is •agoocl nucleus coming back. • He also 
fee1s oonfklent about next year's freshman. 

. Jolmson also wanted to bcus on keeping the 
relays strong i>r I¥:Xt year. 

Most people kmwthatswimrntngdoes mt 
get that much attentt>n until they mlch 
sedionalsorstate. HOMM:r, Johnson kit this 
did not affect the periumance of the swlin­
mers. "1h:y leanm to pemrm regrudJess of 
mwmmypeople showup. They practiced on 
their own.* 

Jolmson also added that, at sectlonals ard 
state, •Friends ard Wnlly did make a dtfkr-
ence.· 

The future kx>ks promlsfng br Johnson 
and next crew. The swmuners have 
alreadyret:umed to thepoolandarepringup 
br another season. Johnson p)an, as 1t has 
always been, 1s to takett•season to season" and 

see how it works out 
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Girls look fop three, r 
DVC 
by Brett s.,ua 

The West Chicago girls' basketball pro­
gram seems to be getting better every year. 
The team will greatly miss it's five gradu­
ating seniors: Melody Benson, Jennifer 
Kramer, Dantelle Potts, Heather Jardts, 
and Laurie Davidson, from last years 
squad. However, these seniors set good 
ground work for this years team. This 
shows in their performances so far. The 
Lady Cats record as of December 11 Is 3-
3. They earned second place In the Lyons 
Township Tournament after a loss to the 
host school. During the tournament they 
pounded Joliet Catholtc 64-39, and their 
two other losses were close games. 

The teams' early experience will benefit 
them 1n conference play. We-Go is looking 
to be top three In the conference along 
with Wheaton Central and Naperville Cen­
tral. 

Saturday We·Go play Glenbard South, 
away. They are looking forward to the 
.Christmas tournament, hoping to come 
away the champions. The basketball team 
plays 24 games and are hopping to win 
conference and qualify for secttonals after 

and tries to get each indivtdual secure in 
her role. Not having a lot of hight, We-Go 
must make sure . they are sound 
rebounders. 

·we are setting rebounding goals,· said 
Wallner. ·we are working fundamentals 
The gtrls out rebounded In practice We-Go 
works a lot of transitional drills as well as 
3 on 2, 2 on l, and fast breaks. 

The girls will usually play a 1-2-2 mo­
tion offense, which the team hopes will 
help them score around 50 points a game. 
The primary go to players wtll be Murphy, 
Barnes, and Mason. Smith and Murphy, 
the teams leading rebounders will crash 
the boards. Because of We~Go's lack of 
height, they have a rebounding disadvan­
tage. 

Wallner said, ·we are working on fun­
damentals and getting better at rebound­
Ing. • The girls out rebounded Joliet Catho­
ltc in an Impressive performance. 

On defense, the· Cats will play both 
man-to-man and a 3-2 zone. The Cats 
may be seen putting on a full court press 
sometimes as well. The defense has 
changed drastically from last year as the · 
Cats stuck strictly to man. 

Amy Barnes airborne for a jump shot against Joliet Catholic. (Photo by 
Gina Upscomb) 

their first round loss to WhC(aton Central 
In regionals last year. 

Although winning conference may seem 
somewhat of a long shot this year, next 
year looks very- strong. As of now, four 
Juniors start on the -varsity team. Tiffany 
Smith is the point guard, Shannon Mason 
(off guard), Amy Barnes (small forward), 
and Christy Murphy (power forward). Se­
nior Vicki Smith plays center top finish off 
the starting five. The bench help consists 
mostly of seniors. Liz Gernand, Carolyn 
Cinquegrani, and Jorie Peterson all con­
tribute. Sophomore Julie Kramer and 
Junior Sarah Myers will be moved up to 
varsity from Junior varsity occasionally. 
With six players returning with varsity 
experience, next years team wtll be even 
better. 

This year's team Is much more offen­
sive oriented. They will look for the fast 
break, and look to score a lot ofT turn­
overs. 

•This, we hope, will relieve some of the 
defensive pressure we . experienced last 
year, • said Head Coach Kim Wallner. In 
practice Wallner runs the girls excessively, 

On the lowerlevels, Tom Rlvan coaches 
the junior varsity squad as well as being 
assistant Varsity coach. junior varsity 
has one win and one loss as of December 
11. Dave Sayner is coaching the sopho­
more team who won second place in the 
summer league and finished with a win­
ning record as freshman. Paul McLeland 
coaches the freshman and hopes to have a 
good team after last years success. 
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SEASONS GREETINGS 

FROH 

ING'GREEN' SPORTS CENTER 

FUN FOR ALL AGES!!!! 

36 lanes of automatic 
scoring 

by AMF ACCU--TRAC 

roper Bowling for the 

young 

Leagues-Adults & Jrs. 

Senior Rates: 

Wednesdays & FridaY.S 

Banquet Room 

Snack Shop: featuring 

"Weekly Specials" 

Attention: 
HIGH SCHOOLERS 

bring in this ad and your 
report card--for every ~ 
bowl a free game, 4-6 pm 
Monday-Thursday 

Bowling Green Sports 
Center 

Rte 38-Roosevelt Rd. 
West Chicago 231-240~ 

.M.·12A.M. 
-I A.M. 

4 P.M.-1 A.M. 
Sun. 4 P.M.- 1 JP.M. 

.. _________ _ 
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