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Ladycats
look to
regionals

by Brett Siglin

Jean Gotkowski and Jen Topalewskl are
both first year coaches for the West Chicago
volleyball squad. Gotkowski has coached for
Sports Performance- an offseason club that
plays league volleyball. (It ranks high in the
nation.) She also coached for Geneva High
School last year. Toplewskl is a “rookie”
coach. However, she played at Virginia Tech
on scholarship as well as for Sports Perfor-
mance.

Asof Oct. 21 the varsity squad was 10 and

13 overall, 5and 7 in conference play. TheJV
squad is 9 and 12 and 1, 5 and 7 in confer-
ence. The varsity is a young team considered
in the developmental stage. They consist of
two sophomores, three juniors and five se-
niors. Only two of these players returned
fromlast year's varsity squad. However, most
of them have been in the program. In practice
each of the players touch the ball at least 500
times. Coach Gotkowski said, “The players
have a lot of team unity and there is a lot of
communication on the !loor They are also
very well disciplined”

The majority of the varsity squad played in
asummer league. A team goal was to equal or
better last year's record and that has been
achieved. “All of the players have improved,”
stated Gotkowski. She wants to keep the
team playing quick in transition with strong
outside hitters. To do this the team works on

and consistency. The team has
experimented with different types of systems
to get the best shots. A new development on
the team is to attempt tandems, in which two
players simultaneously jump up for the ball
to spike it and try to fake out the opposing

blockers.

' All of the players have
improved stated Gotowski. |
wants to keep the team
playing quick in fransition
with strong outside hitters. '

“Seniors to be recognized are Jenny Rose,
a backrow specialist and a great ball passer
who set up hard spikes; Cindy Burkes, who
plays middle on varsity and has quick reac-
tion- which is essential at the net; Lynn
Ellerbruch, an outside hitter whois becoming

consistant and developing a quick armswing; -

Kelly Roy is an up and comingoutside hitter,”
said Gotkowski. “Chris Murphy, a junior and
Cathy Carrol, a sophomore are setters, who
act like quarterbacks and have quick
armswings. These two set the tempo and
have been playing since seventh grade. Liz
Gernand,another senior, plays middle and
blocks well.”

In conference the Ladycats have been

(Photo by Steve Broido)

Senior girls standout Jaime Menola shows her forehand in practice.

Lady Cats come up
short in road to state

by Matt Haverty

Is the DVC a cream pulff confer-
ence for girls tennis? The Ladycats don't
think so.

Despite an 8-9 overall record, the
Ladycat netters finished the DVC witha 1-
6 record, and sixth place. The Cats were
shutout 5-0 on three separate occasions,
verses Naperville North, Wheaton North,
and conference champion Naperville Cen-
tral. Their lone conference win came in a
3-2 squeaker against Glenbard South.

In the DVC tournament on the
twelth of October, the Ladycats managed
to get only one point, with only first singles
player Tiina Martin getting past the first
round.

Tiina won her first round match
against Carrie Miles of Glenbard South 6-
1, 6-2. However, she went on to lose her
second and third round matches to Jenni
Svehla of Naperville Central, and Andrea
Galligan of Wheaton Central with scores of
2-6, 3-6, and 3-6, 3-6, respectively.

The sectional tournament a week
later, however, was a different story. Mar-
tin, along with first doubles players Jaime
Menola and Laura Rapinchuk, advanced
to the second round of the tournament.
Martin won her first round match against
Sycamore 6-0, 6-0, while Menola and

Rapinchuk slaughtered the first doubles
team from Wheaton Christian 6-3, 6-0.
However, both Martin; and Menola-
Rapinchuk lost their second round
matches. The second doubles team of
Sarah Myers and Carey Netzel lost a tough
match to the fourth seeded Glenbard North.
They went three sets, with scores of 6-4, 4-
6, and 3-6. At second singles, junior Jill
Westrom also lost to Glenbard North, by
the scores, 2-6, 4-6.

Despite a tough season, their were
many bright spots for the lady Wildcats.
One bright spot is definitely first singles
player Tiina Martin. Tiina is only a
sophmore this year, and sported a 17-7
record, while gaining all-conference hon-
ors in the DVC. Another bright spot is the
first doubles team of Menola and
Rapinchuk. They held a winning record of
9-8 and Menola was named honorable
mention all-conference. However, the most
promising fact about the Ladycat tennis
team {s that they will have 6 out of 7
starters back next year. “We are a young
team, and we learned a lot this year," said
head coach Sione Moeaki about the youth
of his squad.

“We did better than our record
indicates. There were some close matches
that we couldn’t pull out,” added Moeaki.

inconsistant, often terminating theirown plays
with mistakes. They are tied for fith with
Wheaton North, right now, but they can
achieve fourth by winning their last two games
versus Glenbard East and Naperville North.

' The ladycats are seeded
third in Regionals. The
Ladycats play Geneva who
are undefeated in the Little
Seven (conference) in the
first round and feel they can
beat them. '

The ladycats are seeded third in Regionals.
The Ladycats play Genevawho areundefeated
in the Little Seven in the first round and feel
they can beat them. However, they might
have trouble against St. Charles, the number
one seed in the regional, who are bigger and
have more experienced varsity players.

Sun 4PM.- 11P.M.

DANCE!T |

Saturday, Nov.9

7-10p.m. at the Ameri-
can Legion

Sponsored by the West
Chicago Youth Commis:

(proceeds will be used to help
the school by a sport team new
warm-ups for the year.) «
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