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by Jason Mummert

The West Chicago Wildcats Varsity Football Team is coming off a 9-6 Homecoming
victory vs. Glenbard South, and is now 2-2 overall.

Though there is only 9 seniors on the squad, they arestill the teams nucleas. Theclass
of'92 has five games left in their high school careers, and they are determined to do well.
Seniors Jason Spohn, Brian Reese, Roger Rollo, Hugo Miranda, Derek Scheopf, Doug
Cambell, Gerardo DelRio, Zack Hoffman, and Jim Cabrera represent the class of '92 and
want to end up as winners, Coach bruce Donash says he is proud of this years team, and
he is hopping to make the playoffs for the first time in a long time. For those of you who
are superstitious, the year West Chicago won the state championship, (1974) is also the
year the seniors were born. Perhaps this could be an omen of some sort.

We-Go needs six victories to qualify for the playoffs, that means they must go 4-1 for
the rest of the year. The seniors are a key in this run, and they are confident they can
doit. “It's possible,” said Rollo, “if we work as a team. This is one of West Chicago’s goals
for this year." Hugo Miranda also thinks they can make it, but for a different reason.
*We've done well to break down the “wall” belwemthejunlorsand seniors. Now it is not
juniors and seniors trying to make the playoffs, it's us.”

The nine senfors have worked their tails off for 4 years, and I for one believe we all

* should go out and support them. They deffinatly deserve some recognition for their hard

work. Eachofthese players has had a significant job to preform during their 4 years here,
in order to make the Wildcats the best they can be. Their accomplishments speak for
themselves. Jason Spohn picked up were he left off after winning last years most
improved player award, and isone of the best players on the squad. Roger Rollo has made
some great plays defensivly, and Donash believes he came back this year better
conditioned and physically he's stronger than last year.

Derek Scheompf has developed excellent mobility at OB, as he showed in homecoming
game, avoiding a sack. Hugo Miranda is the team captain, and an “inspirational leader,”
says Donash, and he has a winning spirit. “Brian Reese has a great attitude about
football,” said a Wildcat player. Jim Cabrera won Homecoming with his field goal, and
quoting a Wildcat defensive end, “Cabrera’s awesome this year.” Jim was named most
improved by Donash. Gerardo DelRio, one of the Wildcats top athletes, was expected to
do good things, and he's done just that. Zack Hoffman “got much better..."” and he's
bowling over offensive lineman. Doug Campbell has the will to win, and he's on a
comeback after an injary last year.

October 4th, Wego >lays against former Wildcat star Rick Eberman who now plays for
rival Wheaton North, and then plays Glenbard North on October 11th at home. So go out
to the home games, and enjoy the New Lights, and those hard working Wildcats.
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Wildcat
kickers off to
great start

by Sean Power

Despiteadisappointing 1-0 loss to the
St. Charles Saints and arecent out-break
of key injuries, West Chicago optimism
continues to rise for this season's varsity
squad.

Riding on their steadily improving
record of 11-1-1 after homecoming week-
end, the We-go kickers have good reason
tosport highhopes. “We'rereal pleased to
be in that situation,” announced Coach
Robert Owens.

The team, led by captain David Seirs,
has taken the field and proclaimed its
ability again and again with bouts of
explosive scoringand a near impenetrable
defense. Itis a season that looked good
from the start. Senior Omar Guzman
returned to West Chicago and his former
teammates after a two-year stint at West
Aurora, and his ball-control and attaking
skills have punished opposing goal keep-
ers.

Guzman, and fellow seniors Roberto
Cuiriz and Greg Jaurez, have stepped up
to fill the huge shoes vavaial Uy last years
senior superstars Richard Romero and
Gaspar Aries. Jaurez has been
instramental at fullback; settinnly g the
pace for a defense which has allowed very
fewshots ongoal. Cuirizhas been utilized
in both attacking and defensive positions.

“The defense has been consistant. That's
what's kept us going. . . Theoffense has been
sporadic,” sald Owens.

This type of play was very evident in the
Cats’ home -opening loss to rival St. Charles.
After three and a half quarters of score-less
play, the Saints were able to take the lead on
a corner kick. We-go goalie Aaron Owens
punched the ball away from the goal, only to
watch it bounce to the Saints attacker. The
St. Charles attacker quickly shot the ball
past the crowded goal mouth for the defini-
tive score.

West Chicago had many scoring opportu-
nities, including a direct free-kick late in the
fourth quarter, but was unable to capatalize.

Senior Owens said, “Everyoneon the team
played real well. 1only had four shots onme
the whole game. Unfortunately, one of them
I couldn't save.”

*l thought we played well against St.
Charles,” echoed Coach Owens, *I believe we
out played them, but they came out on top.
Maybe we will play them again.”

In conference the cats remained
undefeated in conference sportinga record of
1-0-2. After a uncharacteristic like tie with
Glenbard South, the Cats came from behind
to defeat Wheaton Central. “It was a very
spirited game,” said Senior Wildcat golie
Aaron Owens. “After we were down 4-2 after
three quarters, I did not know if we could
come back.” The Cats did come back with a
vengence scoring two goals in about 15 min-
utes, and then scoring one in sudden death
overtime while playing with only ten players.
2 days later the cats played Naperville North
to a tie, again playing overtime with only ten
players. “We tie the second best team in our
conference, when we only play with ten play-
ers,” said Coach Owens. “Imagine what we
could do if we kept our whole squad on the
field.”

Even though the cats have gone through
many hardships this season, they have man-
aged to stay focused and keep winning. They
are currently rated sixth by the Chicago
Tribune, won the BoilingBrook tournament
and are expected to place high in conference.
I expect them to continue on their winning
ways, and make more of a name for them-
selves later in the year.

Coach Owens believes,"Ifwe play together

. as a team, we will be real tough to beat.” If

you don't believe the coach, then just ask a
Wildcat Soccer opponent.
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