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New cooches
lead Cats

by Candi Karris

Asa dlﬂ'erent ‘school year starts ‘two
dlﬂ'erent coaches will be on the volleyball

Gotkmldwhowﬂl beworldng togetherto
try to keep the Cats strong volleyball tradi- j
“ton. :
: Topolewsld played four years of volley-

‘ballin college and this is her first coaching |
job. As for Gotkowski coaching has been

| 13 years of her life. She’s worked with

‘Sports Performance, the junior high level,

:and the JV level before. Gotkowski's big-

gest coaching accomplishment may have

‘been her job last year at Geneva High
:School, when she brought the team from a

4-10 record the year before to a 10-4
record by last season’s end.

. *The players’ attitude and effort have
been 110 percent,” says Gotkowski. “Prac-
tices have been intense and I believe each
| player has touched the ball about 2,000
| times each practice.” ’

“I'm honored and very excited,” says

Topolewski. She believes the girls have

been working hard and progressing.

“Topolewski and Gotkowski agree that they
should place in the top third of the confer-.
-ence and if they play to their potential

| “there is no telling how far they will go. “As

forregionals, itwill depend on their growth

_In the season.” Gotowski says,..

. Some of West. Chicago s strong players‘

vell bedeﬂnltely betterthlsyenr ﬂmwo‘lf
agnee ; 'We still miss. Ms. George.” :

GOLF!!

o

by Matt Haverty

Last year the Wildcat Golf team
ished 5th in the DuPage Valley Confer-
ence, their best finish in 15 years.

In 1990 the Wildcat golf team had an 8-
6 record overall, and a 3-4 record in the
DVC, this was their first winning record in
the past 12 years.

Last year, the Wildcat Golf team had
superstarJon Turkot, and Honerable Men-
tion All-Conference Chad Hanson. This
year they don’tl “It is very hard, if not
impossible to replace a guy who went down
state,” said Head Coach Tim Courtney.
“We need to replace them with everybody
playing a little bit better.” It appears that
Courtney and the Golf team have put the
loss of the two big guns behind them.

“This year | would like to finish in the
top half (of the DVC),” said Courtney, “We
have never done it, but I think we can.”

The lineup is lead by seniors Joe
Wagganer and Jamie McDole in the top
two spots. They are followed by fellow
senjors Mark Giesler and Clay Turner, in
third and fourth position. *I hope that the
juniors can score to help us out,” said
Courtney, about his teams depth.

The swinging cats did put their best
paw forward, and took the first step to-
wards their goal by defeating Fenton.
McDole led the cats with a score of 38,
followed by Joe Wagganer who shot a 40.
“Itis to hard to tell (how good the team will
be) this early in the season.”

Of corse the team hopes to keep the
momentum throughout the season, and
will need it facing a rough DVC and other
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tough teams in one heck of a schedule.

py John Prusko

This year gradua jon has hit the Wild-
cat Cross Country ‘eam, and has hit it
hard.

The two-time stat: qualifying and 1990
DVC champion boys’squad has lost four of
their top seven: 3-tinje state qualifier Rick
Montalvo, Dave Zieslzr, Oliver Korioth and
Mark Benja. “You ca1 learn to live without
one winner, but with, four you cant,” said
head coach Bob Thomson.

Not only were the boys squad hit hard,
but also the defending regional girls’ tean.
The girls lost two-time state qualifier Nicole
Horyn and, last years second runner,
Heather Jardis. Thomson said “You hate
to lose number 1 and 2, butvou can't keen

Cross Country replaces 2 superstars

similar goals. Thomson would like both
squads to finish in the upper half of the
conference, qualify for sectionals, and
qualify individuals for the state meet on
November 9 at Peoria’s Detweiler Park.

One strong point of both girls’ and boys’
teams is they both have strong top two
runners. For the girls’ team, “Zimmer and
Newby are strong up front and runners
three through seven are fairly compatible
with eachother,” said Thomson. The weak
points for both squads is the runners they
lost to graduation.

The biggest point for improvement for
the girls has to be the size of the team.
“There's only nine girls,” Thomson said.

The
Kitty Litter

by Aaron Owens

The beginning of school brings about
many things, new faces, lost freshmen, big
books and over-confidant coaches.

I believe in high school sports a confi-
dant attitude is key; but a realistic goal is
much more important. When coaches set
unrealistic goals for their teams, I think it
can only hurt their performance. I know
when I can't accomplish a goal, I become
disappointed and aggravated at myself,
and | tend to take this aggravation out on
others. When I do take it out on others I
find not only do I play bad, but the whole
team suffers as well.

In high school athletics teamwork is
what gets the job done. Unrealistic goals
also effects this aspect of sport. Again
unrealistic goals will anger a team. When
a team feels they can not live up to expec-
tations, the whole team moral declines. 1
remember a time last year when this exact
thing happened. Last, year our teamcould
not compete with Naperville North. Our
offense blamed our defense, and our de-
fense blamed the offense. The next half
our team ended up playing worse then we
did in the first half and we were defeated
convincingly. By becoming aggravated
with each other, our team not only blew
the game, but I believe our confidence for
the rest of the season.

them forever and the kids have responded
well.” Stepping up o fill their shoes are
this years top. five: Junior Ann Zimmer,
Senior Samantha Newby, sophomore
Catalina Garcia, Yvette Contraras and
Monique Clemenson.

Garcia who ran track her freshman
year is doing well as number three, and is
the biggest surprise :n helping the varsity
squad.

The boys squad is lead by Callerman,
junior Brett Siglin, se xor Elliot Popadakus,
junior Ben Steigliz, and junior Jim
Staniels. “Steiglitz is running hurt and
may be questionatle in the top five,”
Thomson said. “W¢ have no major sur-
prises, but two frest men Brian Johnston
and Phil Whirl hae stood out on the
frosh/soph level.”

Both the girls’ x\nd boys’ squad has

“SUCCESS 15 not breeding Success (LKe in
years before). There are a lot of lazy kids in
school, who do nothing. To many kids just
come to school and then go home. Our
boys teamwont be the strongest ourschool
has ever had, but we won't be weak. We
have a hard working group that may sur-
prise some people. We are not giving
anything up, but we are going to take a
step back and see how far we can go. We
are trying to be realistic, because in a
school the size of ours, it's hard to keep
consistent

“For the girls Wheaton North is
everyones pick to win the DVC, but for the
boys both Napervilles are strong," said
Thomson. But as Thomson said, “We may
surprise some people.”
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goals” and unrealistic goals. Every team
that wants to be successful must set goals
to strive for. Ibelieve a high goal is a goal
that is defiantly achievable, but is also a
challenge. The Chicago Cubs are going to
win the World Series this year. Anyone
thatknows anything aboutbaseball knows
this is a definite unrealistic statement,
there for itwould make an unrealistic goal.
Nextyear, the Chicago Cubs are going to
place in the top 4 teams of their confer-
ence, and are going to make definite
improvements defensively. This is a very
achievable goal, and a good goal because
it possess a challenge. It gives the team
something to strive for.

Coaches, | am not trying to tellyou how
to run your team. I realize how easy itis to
overestimate ability and heart of a team,
but I am just trying to give you an insight
of how an athlete feels when their is to
much asked of him. I think you will agree,
all athletes play better when they concen-
trate on the game. It is hard to concentrate
on the game whenyou have to think about
achieving some impossible, falsality a
coach calls a goal.
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