














Sports 
The Bridge I May 311 1991 

Seniors say farewell as Lady Cats 3-peat 
• . watched they worked and when they weren't 

by Chri• Seper · . Kelly Matthews, Rachel Sedlacek, Sue Tho- were very diligent and worked very hard. watched they worked. They gave themselves a mas and Jessica Walters. All of whom, with At the end of the Lady Cats best DVC- goal and theygave every bit ofttme they could 
rn a way, the 2- 1 no-hit Joss to the St. the exception of Sedlacek, were on all three of conquering season yet-posting an overall 

to give everything of themselves. �  ' 
Charles Saints in the regional semi-final was the Lady Cats consecutive DuPage Valley record of 25-5, 14-0 in the DVC (the first Thepayofl'fndMdually, as well as teamwise, 
the end of the beginning for the Lady Wildcat Conference championship teams. undefeated conference champ in six years)- was there for the Lady Cats as Benson, 
softball team. "They were part of the first one , • Maciejewski had fond memories of the group. Davidson, Matthews and Thomas joined jun-

"Thes-e seniors were the beginning of what Maciejewski went on. "They were . the ones "They knew when to enjoy themselves an� ior teammates Liz Gemand and Fiona Quane 
West Chicago softball stands for, • Lady Cat three years ago who were led by seniors. They they knew when to take care of business, as they earned first -team all-conference and 
Coach Lee Maciejewski said of soon-to-be must have set a good example because when Maciejewski said. "The thing I feel fortunate Walters seco nd -team all-conference. ��:;:����Be�n�s�o�n.:_• �La�u�rl�e�D�avi�d�s�o�n�, �i�t �was�:!th�e�re time to lead they were there. They about is to have kids that when they were 

Maciejewski also hinted that this conference 

Sophomore third basemen Tiffany Smith will be one of seven starters that will try to make it four DVC titles in  a 
row for the Lady Cat softball  team. (photo courtesy of Challenge) 

Benson , Matthews are •dynamic duo·  
by Jon Turkot 

For seniors Melody Benson and Kelly 
Matthews, winning Is just a way of life. 

Both Benson and Matthews played on 
every one of the Lady WiJdcat softball 
team's three DuPage Valley Conference 
champion team. 

For Benson, itwas a "great accomplish­
ment" winning three DVC champfonshlps 
in four years of varsity play. "It was great 
because no other team has done it before,· 
said Benson. "Anybody can win one time 
but proving you can do it over and over 
again-It just means more.· 

Matthews, on the other hand, got her 
first taste of victory her sophomore year 
when the Wildcats won their first DVC 

title. when she pitched every game in the 
season. 

"My sophomore year was special be­
cause It (winning a DVC title) hadn't been 
done before, • Matthews said. "But my 
senior year was the most special because 
we went undefeated and everything. It was 
special." 

Not only have the "Dynamic Duo" won 
DVC chan1pionships, but they have also 
reached personal goals. Benson has 
steadily Improved her batting average each 
year; starting with a . 1 1 1  batting average 
as freshman to a .385 average as a senior. 
Benson also has been the top RBI pro­
ducer for the Lady Cats this year as well as 
leading the team In triples with seven. 

Matthews has also improved drasti-

Three Lady Wildcats finish 
the track season· at state · 
by Pat Quane 

The Lady Wildcat track team was able to 
boast of three state qualifiers in senior Nicole 
Horyn, senior Heather Jardis and sophomore 
Sarah Meyers. 

Horyn, who ran a ran a 2:20.3 tn sectionals, 
only thn:e seconds of second place, once 
again broke her school record in the BOO­
meter run. However, a nagging injury slowed 
Horyn down a state where she ran a 2:29.7. 

"It was a little disappointing because she 
was who expected to do well at state; Lady 
Cat Coach Wilbert Walters said. 

Jardis qualified in the two-mile run with 
an 1 1 :40, finishing sixth at the sectional and 
beating her former best time by nearly 20 
seconds. Jardis had been on the edge of 
qualffying beforethe ra<.-ewith a Ume of J 1 :59. 
At state, Jarclis r& an 1 1 :57. 

"Heather is aatlspirational leader who Is 

always working hard,· Walters said. 
Meyers, who qualified with a. 5:24.2 in th 

1600-meter run flew by her personal best o 
5:37, placing her seventh at the Downer 
Grove North sectional. Walters classifled thf 
year as a learning experience for Meyers an 
expects her to be one of the leaders next ye 
along with fellow sophomores Adrienne Yul 
and Ann Zimmer. 

As for the Cats future, it looks pretty well. 
According to Walters the team has four st 
freshman in Catalina Garcia, Peggy Kosman, 
Carrie Netzel and Colleen Otto and says thes 
girls could run in events like the high and lo 
hurdles as well as relays. 

"This is the best group of girls I've h 
since I've been here," Walters said. Also, ac 
cording to Walters, junior Samantha Newb 
and .Zimmer have improved their times In th( 
BOO and the mfle, respectively. 

cally as a pitcher winning 1 5  games as a 
sophomore to 25 games as a senior as she 
has pitched nearly every softball game for 
the last three years. 

Both complimented each others play. 
"She has the most experience on our 

team, • Matthews ¥fd about Benson. "She 
has a strong arm and she is the person to 
count on when she's batting. • 

"She's an awesome pitcher and has 
improved a lot,· Benson said, returning 
the comliment. "I know I'm most confident 
when Kelly is on the mound. I'd be afraid 
to bat against herl" 

Both players plan on attending college 
in the fall and to continue to play softball. 
"It's something! want to do, • said Matthews. 
"I think it will be a good experience for me. • 
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championship was the sweetest. 
"It was the first time we got out in front and 

stayed out In front the whole way,� he said. 
"The kids earned it. We had some close games 
and they came through with some clutch 
performances. • Maciejewski referred to games 
llke the team'sftrstmatchup agalnstGlenbanl 

· North, when they had to rebound twice to 
finally take the lead for good. Also, against 
Wheaton Central, the Tigers already were 
wearing "We beat West Chicago" t-shirts un­
derneath their jerseys ready to celebrate. The 
Lady Cats turned them back as well. 

In the total dominance of the season, 
Maciejewski saw talent, character and expe­
rience as the top three reasons for the three­
peat. 

"You don't win without talent, • Maciejewski 
said. "I don't care how good a coach you are, 
how much spirit you have or how much 
character you've got. If you don't have talent 
you're not going to win. The second thing is we 
had c.haracter. When the chips were down I 
knew we knew we could count on (each other). 
We had a lot of experience. When you're in a 
situation and you know what has to be done 
be being in that situation before, that's some­
thing that can't be measured.· 

Maciejewski also saw a change in offensive 
strategy from last season. Accorlng to 
Maciejewski ast year, the Cats depended of­
ten on the big bat of all-area player Angie 
Webb. But this season, offensive assistance 
came from eveywhere. 

But with the third straight conference 
crown, came a third straight regional disap­
pointment The Cats' bats went south as the 
Saints pitcher threw a no-hitter and allowed 
only one run off a seventh-tnntng sacrtftce fly 
by Sedlacek. "It was disappointing to lose to 
St. Charles, but it would have been disap­
pointing to lose to anybody," Maciejewski 
said. "St. Charles is no fish, they had 2 1  wins 
(2 1 - 1 3). We were pretty evenly �tched. They 
got a break and capitalized on it. · 

As far as next year goes, the Cats look to 
return five regular starters in the lineup in 
Oernand, sophomore Katie Lootens, sopho­
more Shannon Mason, Quane and sopho­
more TIJTany Smith as well as injured starters 
juniors Gretchen Austgen and Kristfe 
Spielman. 

"To have seven starters coming back is 
unique,· Maciejewski said. "I'm excited about 
the future and the kids coming back have a lot 
of talent. They'll try to pick up where the 
seniors left off and try to do the same type of 
thing. I honestly believe they can do it. · 

Along with the seven starters, Maciejewski 
inherits a juniorvarsity. SC' 'lhomore and fresh­
man team that have also won its respective 
DVC crowns. 
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