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Softball showing DVC 
why they·re the top 

Maciejewski pointed to Quane and sopho-c t ' 7 o • t• st morethlrdbasemannJfanySmith.InSmtth's a S - I n I r first year on varsity and she has been hitting 

round against 
DVCteams 
by Pat Quane aad Chrls Seper 

The Lady Wildcat softball team Is off to 
another good start this year with a 17-4 
record, 8-0 In the DuPage Valley Conference. 

The only losses have come to Addison 
Trail, Sycamore and York-the Cats lost to 
York twice In a double header. 

"We need to improve on game situations, • · 
Lady Cat Coach Lee Maciejewski said. "To 
know exactly what to do In all situations. It 
has to become second nature to us. • 

For the third year In a row, the Cats 
pitching staff has been anchored by senior 

'Rankings are balonga,· 
Maciejewski said. 'How can 
you rank a team when you 
have never seen them play.' 

all-area player Kelly Matthews. Matthews 
pitched 14 of the first 16 games for the Cats, 
going 12-2. Junior Gretchen Austgen has 
been picking up where Matthews left off, 
gotng2-0. 

So far this season the Cats have been led 
by senior right fielder Melody Benson and 
junior shortstop Uz Gernand. Both have tied 
for the lead In team RBis with 15. Also, since 
entering the lineup, Junior designated hitter 
Fiona Quane leads the Lady Cats In batting 
with a . 500 average and 25 hits. 

steady through the year, even hitting a grand 
slam In the midscason. 

In the Cats tear through the DVC, the Cats 
defeated Wheaton Central twice-the first 
time they played the Tigers they were ranked 
sixth In the state. Since the loss, Central has 
not been In the top 20. 

"Ranldngs are balonga, • Maciejewski said. 
"How can you rank a team when you have 
never seen them play. • Even though the Cats 
went undefeated In the flist round of confer­
ence play-Including a 10-3 trouncing of last 
year's runner up Glenbard North­
Macfejewski doesn't think It's a goal his team 
should strive for. 

"Our goal right now Is to win conference 
and to qualify for the state tournament and to 
win 23 games which should be a school 
record,· Maciejewski said. 

As the Cats enter the final strech of the 
regular season, health will begin to come on 
their side. Austgen and junior pitcher Kristie 
Spielman have both returned to the lineup 
and senior utility player Rachel Sedlacek had 
been on a comeback untll she was re-lnjured 
In a car accident. Sedlacek has the possibility 
of returning by playoff time. 

Regtonals could be a litmus test to see how 
far the Cats could go, For the past two years., 
Lady Wildcat conference championship teams 
have fell short of the state goal In the regional 
games. Last year, after getting to the regional 
finals, the Cats were turned away by the Elgin 
Marroons due ot two errors In the field. 

Maciejewski said that he feels, however, 
that the conference championship Is more 
tmportnat than a regional one. 

Regtonals kick off May 21 and will end May 
28, with sectionals beginning June 3. State 
starts May 7. 

Two-time starter Jessica Walters has been helping the Lady Cats reach 
their goal of a third DVC title.(Bridge file photo) 

Horyn, Jardis carry girls· .state hopes 
bJ' Chris Seper 

The Lady Wildcat track combination of 
seniors Nicole Horyn and HeatherJatdls have 
been sending out a one-two first place punch 
where ever they have competed. 

Now, the distance duo w1ll get a chance to 
continue the punching at the state meet. 

Horyn, ranked In the top two In the state In 
the 800-meter run, and Jardfs, less then a 
second away from state qualtfytng time, fin­
ished the regular season at the DuPage Valley 
Conference meet last Friday and travel to the 
WheatonNorthsectionalSaturdayforachance 
at state. 

"I think she can make it, • Lady Wtldcat 
Coach Wtlbert Walters said aboutJatdts and 
the 11:59 state barrier. •If she misses the time 
she'll be pulled through by the other girls' 
times. She's there.lf they're are good running 
conditions she'll do ft. • 

Although she has been under the 2:23.7 
state time for the past three weeks, a groin 
Injury suffered by Horyn 1s still a wony of 
Walters. "I don't know how far back she Is 
from the injury. She'salreadypaststate quali­
fying time. It's going to depend on her condi­
tion. • Horyn was under state time In her first 
meet back after the Injury, that a 2:22.4 
performance at the Glenbard North Invita­
tional. 

Walters does not plan to compete in many 
other events at the Downers Grove North 
sectional. Last year's state qualifying two­
mile relay team of Horyn, Jardls and sopho­
mores Sarah Myers and Adrienne )'ule have 
broken up and Walters said that he does not 
plan to even field a team. 

"NIC()}e Horyn Is unable to run the two­
mile relay, • Walters explained. "There are not 
enough quality people to run the 800 (one leg 
of the two-mile relay). • But Walters does plan 
to give Myers and Yule the choice of thler beSt 
event at the sectional while giving freshmen 
Colleen Otto and sophomore Carrie Netzel the 
opprotuntty to team up with other teammates 
to run In a relay event. 

"This Is the toughest sectional in the state 
ofllltnois, • Walters said. "''here 1s no doubt In 

Samantha Newby Is one of several Lady Cat distance runners that scored 
big points during the regular season. (photo courtesy of Challenge) 
my mind this Is the toughest sectional. • All 
the members of the highly touted DuPage 
Valley Conference, minus Naperville's Cen­
tral and North, will be In attendance as well as 
both Downers Grove schools and Glenbard 
West. 

At the DVC meet, Horyn took second In the 
800 with a time of2:23.2 and Jardts took fifth 
In the two mile In 11:57.8. The team finished 
seventh with five points. 

· WILDCAT SPORTS 
TRIVIA 

Who holds the records in 
both the frosh/ so ph and 
varsity 800-meter run? 

(Answer on page seven) 

.DU PAGE YOUTH: 
EARN SUMMER 

CASH FAST 
Call now to get your full-time 
summer job. There are many 

clerical and maintenance 
positions open in Wheaton and 
West Chicago. Salaries range 

from $4.25-$5.25 per hour. 
Certain Guidelines are 

applical?le. 
682-7880 
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