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Softball success continues despite injured players

Three players
on sidelines for
Lady Wildcats

by Jon Turkot

In the eyes of Coach Lee Maciejewski, the
Lady Wildcats are playing good softball.

“We've gotten off to a pretty good start,”
said Maciejewskd of the team’s 6-2 beginning,
“We aren't making the mistakes I thought we
would be making. We're playing good solid
softball.”

But problems could evolve for the Lady
Cats in the future. Injuries to key players
such as junior pitcher Kristie Spielman and
senior designated hitter Rachel Sedleack have
hampered the teams chances.

“We just have to learn to play through the
injuries to the team,” Maciejewski said. “We've
continued to play hard. The injuries take
away flexability within the team.” At one time,
two out of the three pitchers, junior Gretchen -
Austgen and Spielman along with Sedlacek,
were sitting on the sideliones. This left junior
Flona Qu € as thc only Cat on t.hc bcnch

WILDCAT SPORTS
TRIVIA

What is the latest sport at
West Chicago and when did
it begin?

(Answer on page seven)

Rachel Sedlacek is one of the injured Cats. (photo by Chris Seper)

Dean is calm and cool, but successful

by Patrick Quane

For the last four years West Chicago has ,

been able to boast of a top DVC pitcher, right-
handed power pitcher Shelby Dean. “My goal
while pitching is to throw strikes and just get
the job done,"” explained Dean.

Last year Dean did get the job done and
was recognized for his performance with an

All-Conference Honorable mention award -

Dean had a ERA of 1.46 to go along with 4
wins.

Dean’s pitching talents has never been
questioned but at times he has been accused
orbeingoverrelaxed and at times even lazy. "If
I'm in a chair then I'm relaxed, but when I'm
on the mound I'm in my own little world.
Maybe that's why people think I'm lazy or a
little weird,” said Dean.

The Cats' top pitcher also has been ac-
cused of showing absolutely no emotion. For
instance, last year in the Cats’ reglonal win
over the Glenbard West Hilltoppers Dean
came into the last inning with the Cats with a
three run lead and two Hilltoppers on base.
Dean promptly struck out the side for the

team'’s regional win. As the rest of the team
celebrated with high fives, Dean calmly ac-
cepted his teamates’ congratulations without
apparent emotion.

“Yeah, I'm calm but how many baseball
playersdoyou see play like Dick Butkus(former
Chicago Bears Linebacker).”

Recently Dean was also listed in the Chi-
cago Tribune as a top Chicago area prospect.

“It's nice but it doesn’t mean anything. I'd
much rather be an all-area team. At times we
have the West Chicago attitude when we
know we can beat the mediocre teams, but
when we play anyone who's good we roll over
and die.Like when we played Waubonsie we
were beat before we even stepped onto the
field, and I know we can beat them,” said
Dean.

Like many baseball players Dean admits
he is a little superstitious.”Yeah, on game day
when I'm pitching I wear woten's under-
wear,” Dean said.

When asked if he thought this was
bizarre,he responded in earnest,"No, not bi-
zarre, but definitely silky!”

Girls’ soccer comes up scoreless early

by Aaron Owens

Is the best offense truly a good defense?
For the Lady Wildcat soccer team, this
_phrase has not been proving true. In the
Lady Cats defense-oriented strategy, the
Cat soccer team cannot come np with the

other part of the game—scoring.

“I didn’t think it would be quite this
noticeably,” Lady Wildcat Coach Steve
Kimery told the West Chicago Press about

. the scoring problem. “There is a lack of

offensive scoring. I knew without Jessica
Andrews it would be tough.” The all-area

I didn't think it would be this
noticable...There is a lack of
offensive scoring.'

star Andrews was the offensive mainstay
for the Lady Cats last season, collecting
over 90 percent of the team's goals.

“We're not a strong shooting team any-
way,” Kimery continued, “but losing—her
not only the balance and distribution but
the scoring power is just not a threat.”

The lack of offense was appearant in
the first three games of the season. The
Wildcats were beaten by the Glenbard
West Hilltoppers 7-0 and Rockford Boylan
3-0. In the Wildcats first DuPage Valley
Conference game of the season, the de-
fense did the job and earned a 0-0 tie with
the Glenbard East Rams.

Kimery said that the lady Cats are
lacking in experience, mostly due to the
loss of Andrews, and he is hoping to find it
in players like Yvette Alfaro and Rubi

Dominguez.

Anewcomer to the soccer teamis senior
Swedish exchange student Jeannatte
Gaedmark. Kimery had named Gaedmark
to be the team's top offensive threat. But
now even Gaedmark is gone touring the
United States with the Youth for Under-
standing program, and will be gone from
the Lady Cat line-up for some time.

The lack of scoring is attributed to
youth in the offensive line. The Cats are
starting Dana MacKenzie and Raven

Moore—both freshmen.

In the anchor of the defensive unit, the
goalie position, the Cats have two goalies
who are battling each other for playing
time. Last year's starter, junior Cherl
Oskerka, and the Cats newest acquisition
to the team, junior Jenny Rose, are split-
ting time as of now.

Things are looking up for the scoring
drought of the Lady Cats. On Thursday,
April 11, the Lady Cats had its first DVC in
a 5-1 thrashing of Glenbard South.

Junior Cybil Ruiz Is one of many Lady Wildeat soccer players who are
playing an important role in the defensive-oriented strategy of the Lady
Cat soccer team. (photo by Eric Shiotzer)
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Despite the damage in the pitching
deaprtment, the one thing that has not been
taken away is_the strong pitching of the
Wildcats. Behind all-area senior Kelly
Matthews' arm, th¢ Lady Cats have not al-
lowed more than three runs per game, averag-
ing close to one a contest.

“Pitching is our stmng point,” claimed
Maciejewski. “It's very strong and accurate.”
Mattews has pltched in all but one of the Cats
games this year. :

Against Addison Trail, Matthews allowed
only two hits while striking out eight batters
in six innings of scoreless work. Three days
later against Sycamore, the Wildcats won 10-
0. A game that included a no hitter by
Matthews and a grand-slam home run by
sophomore Tiffany Smith.

As for success in the rest of the season,
Maciejewski says they'll just have to be pa-
tient. “If the kids relaxwith the bat and on the
bases, it will be a good season. Ifwe're patient
things will start to happen.”

As conference play approaches,
Maciejewski has good expectations. “I seeour
chances of repeating very good,” Maciejewski
said. “We have the best pitching and the best
fielding.”

Conference play started Monday against
Wheaton Central.

Senior Shelby Dean's clom and
cool stature should not be mistaken
for a lack of intensity. (Bridge file
photo)
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We're your complete
Flower Shop
We can help you
celebrate all
occasions!

0 CORSAGES
0 BOUQUETS

QO GIFT IDEAS

Tell that special
someone
that you care with
flowers
from Jacobsen's!

Jacobsens Flwwers

775 Mai Strect
West Chicago, I 60785
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