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Baseball proving early its for real 
Quane, soph 
duo lead Cats• 
batting attack 
by Cbrt. Seper 

The Wildcat baseball team has gotten a 
bad case of the runs. 

In total, the Cats have put up 41 runs In 
the first four games as they managed tp run 
off an early 4-0 rerord, finishing with a record 
of 4-3 by the end of the first four weeks of play. 

"That's been the strong point, good contact 
hitting, aggressive hitting," Wildcat Coach 
nm Courtney said. "I'm not surprised, be­
cause I think they're good hitters. They're 
confident and they've worked hard at hitting." 
The team carried an average .373, along with 
a. 503 slugging percentage and a .482 on base 
percentage, answertng a few of the questions 
Courtney had In the early season. 

"We had some players who never before 
played in a varsity game and now they have," 
Courtney said. "They see they can be success­
ful." 

Senior second-basemen Pat Quane and 
sophomore outfielder I pitcher Scott Westman 
have led the early charge for the Cats, com­
btntng for and average of .466 after seven 
games. Even though both Quane and Westman 
shared the lead in home runs, (one each) and 

RBis (nine each), it is the sophomore upstart Other than Dean, number two pitcher 
who had the batting edge, carryinganaverage Jamie Mackert and Westman, Courtney said 
of .600. that he is sun unsure of his rotation. The 

But Courtney not only recognized the play eight-man staff carries a combined ERA of 
ofWestman. but the play of fellow sophomore 4.85. 
starter Ken Hodgen as well. "We still have to see," he said. • We've seen 

"They're real tough players, • Courtney only three starting pitcher's and the relievers 
said of his sophomore duo. "They like chal- haven't had enough tnntngs. We still need 
lenges and they are meeting the challenges." that, for everybody get a shot or two." 
Hodgen leads the team in steals, number of Afterearlydefenslvesuccess, theyouthful 
hits and runs scored. infield of the Cats has come under fire. In Its 

Westman gave the Cats win number three, first two losses of the year (22-7, 6-1) against 
beating the then state-ranked St. Charles state-ranked Waubonsie Valley, the cats al­
Saints, 11-4. lowed 18 errors, 13 in one game. Along with 

"Itwasanenjoyableexperlence,"Courtney Quane, senior Jon Wright is the only other 
said of the Saint victory. "St Charles has a varsit;y veteran tn an infield rotation of seven 
qualtt;y program. They do things right 'Ihey're players. 
always a good team year in and year out The "The errors· are a big problem,· Courtney 
players knowthatitmeans a lot to beat them. • said. "'Ihey were errors you wouldn't expect 

The 11-4 blowout of St Charles was only us to make. They're more mental than physt­
one of two double dtglt scoring days for the cal. n 

Cats. In the opener, Wheaton Christian was The Cats entered DuPage Valley Confer­
crushed tn game one of a double header 20-1. ence competition Aprll 9 against Wheaton 

Senior Shelby Dean has been nearly un- North and have played eight of the 21 ronfer­
touchable In his first two games of work. ence games so far. Courtney, although anx­
strtldng out 25 while walking five, gMng up ious to play the conference teams, said that 
seven hits and one run for a record of2-0 and there rould a be slight drop-off 1n runs pro­
an ERA of 0.64. In a 5-1 win of St. Francis duction. 
Dean struck out 17-a new school record. "It's always IJX)J'e intense, there's always 

"Looking at the season, there have been more pressure (in the DVC). You see their 
three people who have been outstanding," best pitchers only. Normally you're not going 
Courtney said. "On ene of them is Shelby to score 11 runs a game, you're not going to 
Dean. He's pitching, hitting, fielding and score in double dtgits." 
throwing. He's worked hard and it's paying TheCatsplayadoubleheaderheretomor-
off." . row against Wheaton North at 10 a.m. 

Badminton tumbles, winleSs in·the DVC 
Team hopes to · 
leave DVC 
basemeAt . 
by Bel a.cboer 

"If someone sluffs off, there'salways some­
one there to take their place. • 

This Is whatLadyCatCoachLaVoraStngle­
ton said about her Lady Wildcat girls' bad­
minton team. 

"The team's attitude is fantastic," Stngle­
ton continued. "Everyone enjoys the sport 
and wants to get better at it There's a lot of 
competition in the group." 

The ftrs part of the season has not been in 
the Lady Cats favor, with the Cats only able to 
put up one non-conference win to its credit 
The junior varsity squad has been what has 
Impressed Singleton, however, as they had 
been undefeated until a 7-0 loss to Naperville 
North Thursday, Aprll 4. 

"Both coaches are pleased with the Junior 
varsity team. • Singleton said of herself and 
assistant Usa Black-Gomez. ·we have four 
new people playing on the varsit;y team, and 
it's harder to learn the sport while competing 
at a higher level. It's going to take them some 
time to get used to it • Newcomers freshman 
Annette Prlce and sophomores Gretchen 
Haggenjos, Erin Hennessy and KrlstlnMarttn 
join underclassmen Corrie Gtlga.llon and 
Pamm Toner tn the varsit;y lineup. 

Everyrine from last year's team has re­
turned this year except number one player 
Peggy Osterman, which was a pleasant sur­
prise for Singleton because "those people 
don't have to re-learn · the basic sk111s. 

Retumtng players are lead by first-singles 
senior Carina Perez, -second-singles player 
Junior Courtney Adams. Others are senior 
Uzal.enertz, JuntorVanessaPrlce, senior Sue 
Stadjuhar and junior Jill Woodward. 

"The team's worst IJX)ment was when two 
team members came back injured from spring 
break, • Singleton added. 

Singleton hopes that everyone is in good 
health for the DuPage Valley Conference be­
cause, "the DVC has always been a tough 
conference. Abouthalfofallconferenoeschools 
are represented at the state tournament 

"My goal for this year ts to get the varslcy 
team out of the cellar," Singleton added. The 
Cat netten have ftnished eighth the past 
three years, with Stngleton hoping to beat out 
Glenbard South for the number seven posi­
tion this season. 

"I want them to continue wtnntng. • she 
said ·rm unsure about their rate of wins, but 

Junior Jeannie Newton and the rest of the Lady Wildcat badminton team 
have run Into problems eorty, but Coaches Lavora Singleton and Usa 
Black -Gomez are optimistic about the players and their upcoming 
·matches. (photo by Eric Schlotzer) 
I hope they at least Improve from last year. • 

Stngleton also said that there are no star 
players on the team yet, but according to the 
head coach, ·some people to watch are 
Courtney Adams. Martin. CarlnaPerez, 
Vanessa Prlce, Pamm Toner, and Jtll 
Woodward." 

In the team's compe­
tiUon, Glenbard East shut out the Cats 15-o 
and then lost Napervtlle North 14-1, with 
Toner picking up the lone win tn singles 
competition. 

In the 
oven 
by Cbria Seper 

Everyone, meet Ken Hodgen. 1lffany 
Smith and Scott Westman. 

For Wildcat baseball fans, Hodgen and 
Westman need no introduction. Hodgen 
leads the team in hits, steals and in runs 
scored while Westman ls tied for the lead 
in both home runs and RBis. 

Although a common last name, Smith 
has been an uncommon Lady Cat athlete 
this year. Smith started on both the girls' 
basketball and softball team and has only 
one of two home runs on the softball team 
this year-a grand slam. 

What do these three varsit;y athletes 
have tn rommon? All play a fall spring 
sport? 

Yes, but that's not it 
All play on a diamond? 
Yes, but that's not either. 
They're all sophomores? 
Exactly. 
But the trio of underclassmen are not 

the only sophs that can be seen In varsicy 
attire. Sophomore Kevin Baldus, Amy 
Barnes and Wallace Sullivan all played in 
the Wildcat basketball programs-all three 
at one point gatntng a starting spot Left 
fielder Katie Lootens starts along with 
Smith in the softball lineup while sopho­
IJX)re Jon Martin is setting his stghts to­
wards DuPage Valley Conference tltile and 
state qualtftcation tn tennis. 

Even the two most successful sports in 
the high schooL cross country and swim­
ming, haw: sophomores thatshlnetn Corrie 
Gdgallonand BrettSfgltn-bothstatequalt­
fters. 

Has this attack of the underclassmen 
on varsicycome out of nowhere? Are these 
aophomorea that good? Are varatty teams 
that deaparate? 

'"We brought them (Hodgen, Westman) 
up to the sophomore level halfway through 
their freshman year," Wildcat baseball 
Coach Thn Courtney explained. "At the 
freshman level they played great and at the 
sophomore level they played great We put 
them on summer league to see if they 
could play at the varsity level and they 
both played very well. In the optnton all of 
the four coaches that saw them. we be­
lieved they should be on the level. • 

To look at the places that the sopho­
tmres are in the starting lineup, baseball 
(two) girls' basketball (two), softball (two), 

Are varsity team's that 
desparate? 

cross country (one), one would not only 
notice usual success, but In softball and 
cross country combined, the two have had 
three DuPage Valley Conference champi­
onships in the past two year's and girls' 
basketball held the best record both over­
all and tn . conference of the four winter 
sports. 

Although this is the first time baseball 
has moved sophomores up since 1981, 
Lady Cat softball has been doing it for the 
past seven years. Wildcat Coach Lee 
Maciejewski makes it a point to bring up 
underclassmen on evety team he's had. 
Some of the noteable call-ups are past and 
present all-conference players like Melody 
Benson. Jane Ebenroth, Kelly Matthews 
and Angle Webb. . 

Although, Maciejewski makes it a nor­
mal practice ofbrtnglng at least one fresh­
man up each season, not all coaches view 
it the I8IDC way. 

"Normally, I'm not ln favor of It,· 
Courtney said. "I think generally speak­
ing. we want the kids to feel success. If 
they're good at the sophomore level they'll 
be good next year.· . 

.Aa for the players view, the Lady 
CatatandoutSmith seemed to view tt all as 
Iogtcal. 

· "I feel that if a sophomore has the 
abtltcy to play at a hJgher level they should 
be alJowal to play there,. she said. 

So far, the sophomores have meant 
victory. 

(' .,. 

• 
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Softball success continues despite injured players 
Three players 
on sidelines for 
Lady Wildcats 
by Jon Tarkot 

In the eyes of Coach Lee Maciejewski. the 
Lady WUdcats are playing good softball. 

"We've gotten off to a pretty good start.· 
said Maciejewski of the team's6-2 begtnntng. 
"We aren't making the mistakes I thought we 
would be maktng. We're playing good solid 
softball." . 

But problems oould evolve for the Lady 
Cats 1n the future. Injuries to key players 
such as junior pitcher Krtstie Spielman and 
senior designated hitter Rachel Sedleack have 
hampered the teams chances. 

"We just have to learn to play through the 
injuries to the team, • Mactejewski said. "We've 
continued to play hard. The injuries take 
away flexabtlitywithtn the team." Atone tlme, 
two out of the three pitchers, junior Gretchen · 
Austgen and Spielman along with Sedlacek. 
were sitting on the sideltones. This left junior 
Fiona as the Cat on the bench. Rachel Sedlacek is one of the injured Cats. (photo by Chris Seper) 

Despite the damage in the pitching 
deaprbnent, the one thing that has not been 
taken away is .. the . strong pitching of the 
WUdcats. Behind . all-area senior Kelly 
Matthews' ann, the Lady Cats have not al­
lowed more than three nms per game, averag-
ing close to one a cOJ;ttest. · 

MPltching is our .?tro~ point," claimed 
Maciejewskt. "It's ~crY· strong and accurate. • 
Mattews has pitcbccim all but one of the Cats 
games this year . . :: :--

Against Addison Trail, Matthews allowed 
only two hits wh1le strildng out eight batters 
1n six 1nn1ngs of scoreless work. Three days 
later against Sycamore, the WUdcats won 10-
0. A game that included a no hitter by 
Matthews and a grand-slam home run by 
sophomore Tiffany Smith. . 

As for success 1n the rest of the season, 
Mactejewskt says they'll just have to be pa­
tient "If the kids relax with the bat and on the 
bases,tt will be a good season. If we're patient 
things wUl start to happen: 

As conference play approaches, 
Mactejewskt has good expectations. "I see our 
chances of repeating very good," Maciejewski 
said. "We have the best pitching and the best 
fielding." 

Conference play started Monday against 
Wheaton Central. 

Dean is calm and cool, but successful 

WILDCAT SPORTS 
TRIVIA 

What is the latest sport at 
West Chicago and when did 

it begin? 

(Answer on page seven) 

by Patrick Quane team's regtonal win. As the rest of the tearn 
celebrated with high ftves, Dean calmly ac­

For the last four years West Chicago has , cepted his teamates' oongratulatlons without 
been able to boast of a top DVC pitcher, right­
handed power pitcher Shelby Dean. "My goal 
whtle pitching is to throw strikes and just get 
the job done,· explained Dean. 

Last year Dean did get the job done and 
was reoogntzed for his performance with an 
All-Conference Honorable mention award 
Dean had a ERA of 1.46 to go along with 4 
wins. 

Dean's pitching talents has never been 
questioned but at times he has been accused 
or being over relaxed and at 11mes even lazy. "If 
I'm in a chair then I'm relaxed, but when I'm 
on the mound I'm in my own little world. 
Maybe that's why people think I'm lazy or a 
little weird, •· said Dean. 

The Cats' top pitcher also has been ac­
cused of showing absolutely no emotion. For 
Instance, last year 1n the Cats' regional win 
over the Glenbard West Hilltoppets Dean 
came into the last 1nn1ng with the Cats with a 
three run lead and two Hilltoppers on ~· 
Dean promptly struck out the side for the 

apparent emotion. 
MYeah, I'm. calm but how many baseball 

playersdoyouseeplay 11keD1ckButkus(fonner 
Chicago Bears Linebacker).· 

Recently Dean was also listed 1n the Chi­
cago Tribune as a top Chicago area prospect 

"It's nice but tt doesn't mean anything. I'd 
much rather be an all-area team. At times we 
have the West Chicago attitude when we 
know we can beat the mediocre teams, but 
when we play anyone who's good we roll over 
and dle.Like when We played Waubonsie we 
were beat before we even stepped onto the 
O.eld, and I know we can beat them, • said 
Dean. 

Uke many baseball players Dean admits 
he is a little superstltlous."Yeah, ongameday 
when I'm pitching I wear wolnen's under­
wear, • De8n sakl. 

When asked if he thought this was 
btzarre,he responded in earnest, "No, not bi­
zarre, but deOnttely stlkyl" 

Girls· soccer comes up scoreless early 
by Aaron Oweu Dominguez. . 

Is the best offense truly a good defense? 
For the Lady Wlldcat soccer team, this 

. phrase has not been proving true. In the 
Lady Cats defense-oriented strategy, the 
Cat soccer team cannot rome Jlp with the 
other part of the game-scoring. 

•1 didn't think it would be quite this 
noticeably," Lady WUdcat Coach Steve 
Kimery told the West Chicago Press about 
the soortng problem "''ltere is a lack of 
offensive scoring. I knew without Jessica 
Andrews It would be tough." The all-area 

'I didn't think it would be this 
noticable ... There is a lac~ of 
offensive scoring.' 

star Andrews was the offensive mainstay 
for the Lady Cats last season, oollecttng 
over 90 percent of the team's goals. 

MWe're not a strong shooting team any­
way, • K1meiy continued, "but losing-her 
not only the balance and distribution but 
the soortng power is just not a threat" 

The lack of offense was appearant 1n 
the Orst three games of the season. The 
WUdcats were beaten by the Glenbard 
West Hill toppers 7-0 and Rockford Boylan 
3-0. In the Wtldcats first DuPage Valley 
Conference game of the season, the de-

. fense did the job and earned a 0-0 tie with 
the Glenbard East Rams. 

Kimery said that the lady .. Cats are 
lacking in experience, mostly due to the 
loss of Andrews, and he 1s hoping to Ond 1t 
1n players llke Yvette Alfaro and Rubt 

A newcomer to the soccer team is senior 
Swedish exchange student Jeannatte 
Gaedmark. Kimery had named Gaedmark 
to be the team's top offensive threat But 
now even Gaedmark is gone touring the 
United States with the Youth for Under­
standing program. and will be gone from 
the Lady Cat line-up for some ttme. 

The lack of soortng is attributed to 
youth 1n the offensive line. The Cats are 
starting Dana MacKenzie and Raven 

Moore-both freshmen. 
In the anchor of the defensive unit, the 

goalie position, the Cats have two goalies 
who are battling each other for playing 
time. Last year's starter, junior Chert 
Oskerka, and the Cats n~t acquisition 
to the team, junior Jenny Rose, are split-
ting time as of now. .• 

Things are looktng up for the scoring 
drought of the Lady Cats. On Thursday, 
Apnt 11, the Lady Cats had its first DVC 1n 
a 5-1 thrashing of Glenbard South. 

Junior Cybil Ruiz is one of many Lady Wildcat soccer players who are 
playing an important role in the defensive-oriented strategy of the Lady 
Cat soccer team. (photo by Eric Shlotzer) 

Senior Shelby Dean's clam and 
cool stature should not be mistaken 
for a lack of Intensity. (Bridge file 
photo) 

We're your complete 
Flower Shop 

We can help you 
celebrate all 
occasions! 

OCORSAGES 
o ·BOUQUETS 
0 GIFT IDEAS 
Tell that special 

someone 
that you care with 

flowers 
from Jacobsen's! 
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