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Question mark players to make or break baseball 
by Cbril Seper • In the case of the 25-player Wildcat base- Infielders and outfielders are plentiful for hope to be's is one question-what happens if 

. . ball team. the weight of the season will be put Courtney as is speed. Former track star, all these question marks tum negative? 
Often the weight of a season is put on the on the shoulders of these unknown newcom- senior Eddie Gonzalez, leads a host of quick •If they don't get answered we'll have a 

shoulders of the newcomer, the unkown ers-all 20 of them. outfielders like seniors Jim Gayton and Ed losing record, • Courtney said. "''hat's what 
who could make or break a season. The Wildcats will be entertng this season Pagan and sophomore Scott Westman that will don't come through.· 

with only five returning seniors, who will be may be fighting for two spots in the outfield if 
joined by two sophomores, 12 juniors, and six Dean retums to last season's spot in right 
players that have either transferred, not played field. While Quane will !:>e a facet in the infield, 
since their sophomore year or have never the rest of the three remaining spots will be 
played high school baseball-all of them new fought over by at least seven players. 
to the varsity squad. "There is a chance of three non-seniors in 

-Tite only thing I feel is, who knows?" the infield, • Courtney said. But the Cat coach 
Wildcat Baseball Coach Tim Courtney said. "I looks towards a pair of players not only due to 
see all good things and I hear all good things their Infield prowess, but their improvement 
but that means nothing until I see them on since the previous season. 
the field." •Jamie McDole looks like a player." 

Two returning starters for the Cats are Courtney said. "Last year he looked like a kid 
seniors Shelby Dean and Pat Quane. The pair who could hit but couldn't play the field. Joe 
ofhonorable mention all-conference picks are Wagenaar is bigger, stronger and more ag­
Courtney's choices to lead the team. gressive at the bat and on the mound. He may 

:li "We expect big things from them this year. be one of our pitchers. • 

Shelby Dean leaves little question in 
the -mind of Coach Tlm Courtney 
that he will be one of the top players 
In the DVC this year ... 

We expect Shelby to be one of the best pitchers One Wildcat question mark that will remain 
in the conference, if not the best. We expect unanswered is the status of Fenwick transfer 
Pat to be one of our best hitters. • Dan Boyle. The senior pitcher, who in his last 

last season, Dean closed out the year with season with Fenwick pitched 16 innings in 
a 4-5 record, with one save and an E.R.A. of two games, notching 28 strikeouts and 12 
1.46 while batting .282 with two home runs walks while giving up 12 runs, eight of them 
and 13 RBI. Quane, who hit higher in the earned for an E.R.A. of3.50, had a 2-0 record 
lineup than Dean, batted .313 with 13 runs in two complete games until breaking his 
scored. hand in early May. The status on the newest 

But for the pair of answers to Courtney's Cat prospect Is currently unkown, however, 
worries in Dean and Quane, more questions as Courtney has opted not to comment on 
are handed to the second-year Cat head coach. Boyle. 
The dilemma of who to start in the infield and Pttch1ngw1se the Cats will be starting nearly 
outfield bears heavy in Courtney's mind. from scratch-with Dean being the only re-

"1 could write two completely different turning pitcher. Along with Dean, Boyle and 
lineups with completely different he junior Jamie Mackert (summer league record 
said. "All could have a chance to start None 1-2, 4.41 E.R.A) will lead a host of newcomer 
of the 18 names would surprise me. I t1itnk we candidates that Courtney claimed could tum 
have a good group of players. Who will be the this possible weak point into a strength. 
starters? I don't know.· But between the could be's, might be's and 

Shuttlecocks away! 
Junior Seema Patel is one of many faces on this year's badminton team. Badminton season has just gotten under 
way for the spring season. The team has had three meets so far, witha· record of 1-3. (photo by Gina Upscomb) 

Boys· lose Gonzalez, .looks towards outdoor 
"I feel the loss of Gonzalez will not hurt the 

bJPatrlck Quane McNeeseinthehtghandlow55meterhurdles, team, if anything tt will hurt him,· replied 
senior Brad Doerschuk in the high Jump Thomson. Last year, Gonzalez took a trip 

The boys' track team held a 7-5 record 
dw1ng the indoor season. Now, minus a state 
qualifytng pole vaulter, the team moves into 
the outdoor season. 

The Wildcats recently took third in the 
Fenton Invitational, the best finish in Wildcat 
history, despite some absences of star 
tracksters. 

First place finishes by senior Marvin 

aided the Cats to a third place ftntsh. down to the state meet after jumping 13-6. 
"Brad 1s jumping 6-1, 6-2 consistently but Another concern for Thompson Is the 

in order for him to qualify for state he needs overall attitude of the team so far. "Our overall 
to Jump 6-5 or finish first or second in attitudefsnotreallygood, weare too relaxed; 
secttonals, • Wildcat track Coach Bob said Thomson. 
Thompson said. One of the problems for Thomson Is that 

A concern to Thompson Is, with the ex- he has a couple of people on the edge ofbeing 
ception of Doerschuk, no one fs winning suspended for absences and tardiness. 
consistently in field events. 'We really need to However, he feels that most of hts players do 
improve in all field events, • said Thompson. work hard. 

Junior Sean Cronin Is expected to hdp in At the DuPage Valley Conference meet 
the shot and discus, according to Thompson. Saturday March 16, the Cats placed sixth 
Cronin is one of the three varsity basketball with 30.3 points. The only first-place finish 
players out this year for track, the others are . was earned by senior Rick Montalvo in the two 
Juniors Rick Ebennan and Travarls Sullfvan. mile with a time of 9:51. Montalvo has now 
Both Will run sprints and Sullivan w1ll do the won a two conference championships, the 
triple and long Jump: other being in cross country. 

The Cats may have suffered a major blow A second-place ftntsh was won by 
with the loss of senior state qualifytng pole Doerschuk. who Jumped 6-2. Doerschuk's 
vaulter Eddie Gonzalez due to disciplinary jump was the same as the winner's, but he 
disagreements. had used one more attempt on the day. 

... but will numerous newcomers, like 
Fenwick transfer Dan Boyle, be able 
to answer the call for a solid team? 
(photos by Chris Seper) 

In the 
oven 
by Cbri• Seper 

Boys· v-ball 
joins sports 
graveyard 

It was a flash of light. a brtlltant tdea. 
Heck, tt was the best thing to hit West 
Chicago since the invention of swtmming. 
What ever happened to boys' volleyball? 

The new sport was seemmed assured 
to begin competing with schools like 
Wheaton and Naperville Central. But after 
.an enthusiastic year of hoping. boy's vol­
leyball has been spiked, for at least a 
while. 

"No one has come forward with any 
concentrated effort,· Athletic Director Ron 
Hansen said. 

Will West Chicago have to go without? 
Unfortunately, boys' volleyball Is just an­
other of several sports that the DuPage 
ValleyConferenceoffersthatWestChicago 
doesn't. 

For those who have stayed unaware of 
the high mortality rate of new and rarely 
used sports at West Chicago, here ts a 
sobering tour of the graveyard, a 
resting place for sports that made tt every 
place but here. 

Gymnastics: 1973-1981.11Jeoldestand 
most shameful member of the graveyard. 
A team at every other DVC school but ours 
gets a: chance to compete in an exdttng 
and different sport that even features a 
DVC meet at the end of the season. A DVC 
meet, that ts, without West Chicago. . 

Hockey: dead on arrtval. Although not 
as embarrassing as gymnastics ts to this 
school of 1400, hockey is seen in half of the 
schools in conference. Interconferenceplay 
ts coupled with competition with other 
sehools like St. Charles that also has a 
hockeyprogram. • 

Now a new tnscrtptton lies in the 
gravqrard. Boys' volleyball: dted unborn­
Although tt ts the most recent, It 1s by no 
means the first. 

Will they all dead. forever? 
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Softball makes a run·at third DVC crown 
Eight starters 
return to fuel 
3-peat quest 
by Jon Turkot 

Lady Wildcat softball Head Coach Lee . 
Maciejewski has an optimistic outlook on the 
season. 

"I'm very optimistic, • Maciejewski said. 
"We have eight out of our ten starters back. 
We have experience returnlilg with enthusi­
asm 

Along with all-conference players pitcher 
Kelly Matthews, Melody Benson, Laurie 
Davidson, and Sue Thomas: junior second 
baseman Liz Gemand, who received honor­
able mention all-conference honors last year, 
will once again join the Lady Cats. 

To add to the list of all-conference stars, 

junior pitcher I designated hitter Gretchen 
Austgen, sophomore outfielder Shannon 
Mason and senior first-basemen Jessica 
Walters finish the Lady Cat returnees. 

Both Matthews and Benson share a similar 
outlook on the season. "We have good players 
at all positions," said Matthews. "They have 
a good attitude toward the season. • 

"TTle whole team feels good, • Benson said. 
"We need to work hard to have a lot of success. 
Everyone needs to back each other up.· 

According to Maciejewski, the Lady Cats 
have their work cut out for them if they want 
to repeat as the DuPage Valley Conference 
champs for the third year in a row. 

"I think we can do it," he explained. "It's 
never easy. We just have to think all the time. 
When you don't think, you're suspect to your 
opponents.· 

Maciejewski also said that weak points on 
this years team are few. "I worry about 
hitting,• said Maciejewski. "But we have all 
the ingredients to be a great team. 

To compensate for the lack of hitting, 
Maciejewski said he will try to find holes in the 

, Martin brothers return to 
give tennis high hopes 
by Aaron Owen• 

The Wildcat boys' tennis team has Its two 
top players back in senior Kai and sophomore 
brother Jon Martin. Kai will take his place at 
first singles for the third year in a row-he 
placed fourth in first singles in the DuPage 
Valley Conference last year--&ld Jon will 
return to second once again where he took 
second in the DVC last year. 

But who will flll the third singles position? 
Wildcat Tennis Coach Clone Moeaki Is 

looking forward to a very good season from his 
team. Moeaki said that the deftnite strength Is 
in their singles players. He believes that both 
Jon and Ka1 have a good chance at making It 
to Champaign this year-the location of the 
slate tournament in tennis. 

"With the sectional taking four singles and 
four doubles players we have a real good 
chance of getting someone down this year,• 
Moeaki said. 

The best chance may be in the senior 
Martin, who after his first place ftnlsh was 
eliminated In the sectional last year. Moeakl 
has nothing but good things to say about his 
first-singles player, who Is team captain this 
year. 

·Kalis doing a great job as captain, leading 
the team in warmups and training, • Meoaki 
said. 

WithJon again retaking his second singles 
position and again gettirig a shot at the DVC 
championship at the two position, the ques­
tion Is, who Is going to be in third singles? 

Moeakl is looking toward junlorClayThmer 
to fill the spot Moeaki believes that 1\J.mer, 
who played in both singles and doubles 
competition at varsity last year, will not only 
be used at third singles but possibly at first 
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singles as well. 
Although most of the varsity players have 

left, the two doubles teams do have some 
returning players. Although not as predictlble 
as singles, there are many players thatMoeakl 
said can do a great job. 

Along with sophomores Pete Chadraba 
and Kurt Hesterman, the two leading candi­
dates for a spot In varsity. doubles. Moeakl 
said there are at least eight other players 
competing for spots in the doubles lineup. 
Moeaki said that he's trying many different 
combinations to see who playswdl with whom. 

·• ····· Coming back to this year~s girls' track 
.. t~ wU the enure r.vo~riilltd~lay team 

:,:l:~utJhe relay team.was broken apart:this 
year to streri¢teJ1}h(: team Ov'eraJ.l. 
. Th,e stat~ quiiitfter squad of senior Nioole 

: fl~rynpaepi(.lt.fteat}iet J~dts~ :sophomore 
.· .. ~ ,:¥o/eis •and~phollio!'t . Adrie~~ ··· . 
·yule •.. ~th~ugh Cf!rtai~. · ~etilbers •will 

r~j~li 
.;<·~fti~fg~b~ North: · · .. · · 

opponent's defense. "We're going to work on 
bunting,· Maciejewski said. "We're going to 
try to steal a lot bases and do a lot of aggres­
sive running.· Davidson, the number two 
hitter in the lineup, played the role of a 
designated bunter last year, and may do so 
again this time around. 

The strength of this year's team Is the trio 
of pitchers the Lady Cats have. Austgen, the 
·all-conferenoestarMatthewsandjuniorKristie 
Spielman make up the bulk of the Wildcat 
defense. 

"It's nice to have them there, • Maciejewski 
said. "''hey have no reason to save themselves. 
I want them to give it everything they've got all 
the t4fle.· 

But the key to the Lady Cat's offensive 
success Is, according to Maciejewski, the 
team's quickness. "We're very quick, • 
Maciejewski said. "We have good speed and 
good bunters. We can play for one run at a 
time." 

But the loss of two key players-all-area 
star Angie Webb and senior graduate Missy 
Vega. leaves the team at a loss for leaders. 

"1bey were the two players that the team 
looked up to," said Maciejewski. "If there was 
something that needed to be done (on the 
field), those two could get the job done. 
· ·with seven seniors on the team, It's not as 

critical,· Maciejewski continued. • Anybody 
can stand up and get the job done. They all 
can play.· 

Even though the Lady Cats have been 
praised for their DVC accomplishments, they 
have been rtdiculed for their poor regional 
play, losing in the final round In each of the 
last two years. 

"Last year, the younger kids were too tight, • 
Maciejewski said. "We weren't ordained to ' 
win last year. The better team wins or the 
luckier team Wins. • 

"Execution is the key this year, • Benson 
said. ·we just need to be focused.· 

As for team goals, Maciejewski says he 
would like to be DVC champs again. "It would 
mean more to me (than reglonals). • 
Maciejewski said. "To be DVC champs, you 
have to win twelve or thirteen games. To be 
regional champs, all you have to win is threer-

WINTER SPORTS 
AWA . WINNERS 

.6nst Valuable Player 
~oys' Basketball: Gary Barnes 

Girls' Basketball: Heather Jardis 
Boys' Swimming: T.J. Weigand 
Wrestling: Doug Sawyer 

.6ost Improved 
Jlllloys' Basketball: Kevin Baldus 

Girls' Basketball: Laurie Davidson 
Boys' Swimming: Luis Barros 
Wrestling: Jason Nourie 

Aecialty Awards 
~oys' Basketball, Best Defensive: Rick Eberman 

Girls' Basketball, Best Defensive: Melody Benson 
Boys' Swimming, Rookie of the Year: John Adamo 
Wrestling, Most takedowns: Israel Castro 

.. ···:. "So far the ~~n has.~ ·yezy sue· 
·~ssful," La4Y Cat Coach Wilbert Walters 
sa!Cl~ "Our maJor win 80 far is winning the 
Fenton InVItational, ·The Lady Cats scored 

· 9~. points for thefr. first ever vl<;tozy in 
~~ Y~t'$ at the e,tghHeam e\tent. 

. . .• i;i9.ljrl ~~: c~fur . ranked sea,md in 

(len~ and 'Q~wego, Jaid•~ came fu fiist. 
41 .~~ :~mile~ ~~r ~olaps ah~d of her 

cl~toontenct~.Atth~.~~.~atd.i~ 
grit a 9econd ln the rritJb ~htnd lio{yn/. · · 

Meyet'$ •s montng.ln boUl.the.nille'M,d · 
the 400-rileterl'\lD.~· Shef~ru~g the ~e 
In 5;48 and runnfrtgtbe 400tn 65.~. :Y9.Je 
is gettlilg .off to an agoniiitlg sta,rt due tO 

. .: lack of Practice but haS:¢artipeted tr(:n.tt~ 

·:·:·:·. ::;::::;. 

,N aPe,r1)1e Central won. t}ie meet, • , .. 
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