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Softball makes a run at third DVC crown

Eight starfers
return to fuel
3-peat quest

by Jon Turkot

Lady Wildcat softball Head Coach Lee-
Maciejewski has an optimistic outlook on the
season.

‘I'm very optimistic,” Maciejewski said.
“We have eight out of our ten starters back.
We have experience returning with enthusi-
asm

Along with all-conference players pitcher
Kelly Matthews, Melody Benson, Laurie
Davidson, and Sue Thomas; junior second
baseman Liz Gernand, who received honor-
able mention all-conference honors last year,
will once again join the Lady Cats.

To add to the list of all-conference stars,

junior pitcher/designated hitter Gretchen
Austgen, sophomore outfielder Shannon
Mason and senior first-basemen Jessica
Walters finish the Lady Cat returnees.

Both Matthews and Benson share asimilar
outlook on the season. “We have good players
at all positions,” said Matthews. “They have
a good attitude toward the season.”

*The whole team feels good," Benson said.
“We need towork hard to have alot of success.
Everyone needs to back each other up.”

According to Maciejewski, the Lady Cats
have their work cut out for them if they want
to repeat as the DuPage Valley Conference
champs for the third year in a row.

“I think we can do it," he explained. “It's
never easy. We just have to think all the time.
When you don't think, you're suspect to your
opponents.”

Maciejewski also said that weak points on
this years team are few. *“I worry about
hitting,” said Maciejewski. “But we have all
the ingredients to be a great team.

To compensate for the lack of hitting,

: Maciejewski said he will try to find holes in the

Martin brothers return to
give tennis high hopes

by Aaron Owens

The Wildcat boys' tennis team has its two
top players back in senior Kai and sophomore
brother Jon Martin. Kai will take his place at
first singles for the third year in a row—he
placed fourth in first singles in the DuPage
Valley Conference last year—and Jon will
return to second once again where he took
second in the DVC last year.

But who will fill the third singles position?

Wildcat Tennis Coach Cione Moeaki is

looking forward to a very good season from his

team. Moeaki said that the definite strength is
in their singles players. He believes that both
Jon and Kaf have a good chance at making it
to Champaign this year—the location of the
state tournament in tennis.

“With the sectional taking four singles and
four doubles players we have a real good
chance of getting someone down this year,”
Moeaki said.

The best chance may be in the senior
Martin, who after his first place finish was
eliminated in the sectional last year. Moeaki
has nothing but good things to say about his
first-singles player, who is team captain this

“Kaiis doinga great job as captain, leading
the team in warmups and training,” Meoaki
said. ’
WithJon again retaking his second singles
position and again getting a shot at the DVC
championship at the two position, the ques-
tion is, who is going to be in third singles?

Moeakd is looking toward junior Clay Turner
. to fill the spot. Moeaki believes that Tumer,
who played in both singles and doubles
competition at varsity last year, will not only
be used at third singles but possibly at first
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singles as well.

Although most of the varsity players have
left, the two doubles teams do have some
returning players. Although not as predictible
as singles, there are many players that Moeaki
said can do a great job.

Along with sophomores Pete Chadraba
and Kurt Hesterman, the two leading candi-
dates for a spot in varsity doubles. Moeaki
said there are at least eight other players
competing for spots in the doubles lineup.
Moeaki said that he’s trying many different
combinations to see who plays well with whom.

Kai Martin will again take hold of
the first singles position for the third
year in a row. (photo by Chris
Sepern)

opponent’s defense. *We're going to work on
bunting,” Maciejewski said. “We're going to
try to steal a lot bases and do a lot of aggres-
sive running.” Davidson, the number two
hitter in the lineup, played: the role of a
designated bunter last year, and may do so
again this time around.

The strength of this year's team is the trio
of pitchers the Lady Cats have. Austgen, the
all-conference star Matthews and junior Kristie
Spielman make up the bulk of the Wildcat
defense.

“It's nice to have them there, " Maciejewski
said. “They have noreason to save themselves.
I want them to give it everything they've got all
the time.”

But the key to the Lady Cat's offensive
success is, according to Maciejewski, the
team’s quickness. “We're very quick,”
Maciejewski said. “We have good speed and
good bunters. We can play for one run at a
time.”

But the loss of two key players-all-area
star Angle Webb and senior graduate Missy
Vega, leaves the team at a loss for leaders.

“They were the two players that the team
looked up to,” said Maciejewskd. “If there was
something that needed to be done (on the
field), those two could get the job done.

- *With seven seniors on the team, it's notas
critical,” Maciejewski continued. “Anybody
can stand up and get the job done. They all
can play.”

Even though the Lady Cats have been
praised for their DVC accomplishments, they
have been ridiculed for their poor regional
play, losing in the final round in each of the
last two years.

“Lastyear, the younger kids were too tight,”
Maciejewski said. “We weren't ordained to
win last year. The better team wins or the
luckier team wins.”

“Execution is the key this year,” Benson
said. “We just need to be focused.”

As for team goals, Maciejewski says he
would like to be DVC champs again. *“It would
mean more to me (than regionals),”
Maciejewski said. “To be DVC champs, you
have to win twelve or thirteen games. To be
regional champs, allyou have to win is threel”
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Boys' Basketball:
Girls' Basketball:

Wrestling:

Boys' Basketball:
Girls' Basketball:
Boys' Swimming:
Wrestling:

WINTER SPORTS
'WINNERS

Gary Barnes
Heather Jardis
Boys' Swimming: T.J. Weigand
Doug Sawyer

lost Improved

Kevin Baldus
Laurie Davidson
Luis Barros
Jason Nourie

ecialty Awards

Boys' Basketball, Best Defensive:
Girls' Basketball, Best Defensive:
Boys' Swimming, Rookie of the Year: John Adamo
Wrestling, Most takedowns:

Rick Eberman
Melody Benson

Israel Castro

: :Q;:SS ful,* Lac

ads

"So fa the season has been very suc-

essful,” Lady Cat Coach Wilbert Walters
sald. “Our major win so far is winning the
FentonInvitational.” The Lady Cats scored

years at the eight-team event.

93 points for their first ever victory in

vo-mi

 Geneva and Oswego, Jardis came in first
in the two mile, over two laps ahead of her
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