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Boys· track looks to battle depth, again In the 
by Quane . 

"The quality is here but not the depth, • 
said boys' track Coach Bob Thompson. Ac­
cording to Thompson the team ts not strong in 
numbers 1n any particular phase of track 
"yee. 

However, Thomson feels the depth prob­
lem could change with the arrival of varsity 
basketball players junior Rtck Ebberman, 
junior Travarls Sullivan and sophomore 
Wallace Sullivan. 

"They will all run sprints and maybe see 
action in the high and long jump, • Thompson 
said. ·with Ed Gonzales, Marvin McNeese 
and these three guys we could have a pretty 
strong group of sprinters 

·Historically track teams are made up of 
50% of the football team, this Is not true at 
West Chicago, "Thompson continued. • At West 
Chicago the track team is made out of a lot of 
cross countiy runners.· Three-time state 
qualifiying cross countly runner senior Rtck 
Montalvo and sophomore Brett Siglin will run 
the two-mile run. Thompson thinks that these 
two runners have a good chance of going one­
two in the DuPage Valley Conference. 

Montalvo will also run the 32QO-meter 
run, whtle BOO-meter state qualifier, senior 
Mark Benja will run the half-mile race. Junior 
Mike Callermen will also run distance races. 

As well as running hurdles senior Marvin 
Mcneese will also do some long Jumping with 
senior Brad Doerschuk who does the high 
and triple Jump. Senior Charvey Snell is the 
teams only pole vaulter at this time because 
of state qualifying vaulter, senior Ed 
knee injury where he underwent arthiscopic 
reconstruction to his right knee. 

Gonzales last year qualified for state in the 

State qualifying pole vaulter, senior Eddie Gonzales will have to concentrate 
on hurdling and sprints until his knee injury is fully healed. (photo by Chris 

I 

pole vault with a height of 13-9. Thompson expects the three state-qualifi-
·we lack the big guy who can go out and ers Benja. Gonzales and Montalvo to be the 

win first place for us in the shot and discus, • leadersoftheteamand to be positive especially 
said Thompson. Expected to be doing the shot towards the younger runners on the team. 
and discus for the Cats this year According to Thompson there are a lot of 
SeanCroninJabarMurrayandRogerRolloas people who are on the edge of going down 
well as senior Ian Jaffe. •Anyone of them state like McNeese in the hurdles. 
could improve enough to be the dominant guy "They have to realize that to go down state 
we need in these events, •said Thompson. there are no days off, • concluded Thompson. 

Barnes looks beyond high school hoops 
by Jon Turkot ·r•m still not good. I still have a little bit of main focus was scoring points. AJJ a result, 

maturing to do: Barnes was forced towatchsomeofthegames 
For West Chicago Wildcat guard Gmy LMng in Memphis, 'IW before he moved to from the bench. 

Barnes,sucoesshasnotalwaysbeeneasyfor West Chieago tn 1988, Barnes got a lot of •Jhadtochangemyattitude;Barnessatd. 
him. experience with what he described as •street •I knowwhatit takes to play with a team now. • 

·r started playing when I was 9 years old,· 
Bamessald. •Ijustwentouttotheplayground 
and started playing. • 

Although he started very ymng, Barnes 
admits that he was not always the 49 percent 
three-point shooter, 20 point per game scorer 
and possible all-conference player you see 
today. •1 wasn't always good, • he responded. 

ball. • He credits his coaches with teaching htm how 
-nte people there played different, • Barnes to play as a team. 

said. "They played hard and they played fast "These are the best coaches I've had. 
It was up-tempo and fast paced. It was a lot They've taught me what it takes to make It, • 
of fun.· Barnes said of coaches Lee Maciejewski and 

Since Barnes moved to West Chicago, he Ernie Cameron. He also claimed that they 
says the biggest change was his attitude. In (his coaches) taught htmhowto play defense, 
his first year with the Cats, Barnes said his something Barnes said is invaluable to his 

play. 
·oefense is the thing that we work on in 

pmctice, • says Barnes. "'111at's the biggest 
thing I've worked on this year.· 

According to Barnes, summer Is the time 
for htm to work on his game. Barnes spent the 
summer months in basketball communities 
such as Lake Shore Drive in Chicago, 
Maywood, Oak Park, and Woodridge. 

·u improved my game a lot,· Barnes said. 
·u taught me how to make the right decision 
at the right time. • Some of Barnes' other 
popular hangouts were right here in the West 
Chicago area. •1 spent some time in summer 
camps, • Barnes said. ·r also played in a 
summer league with the rest of the team.· 

Barnes plans to attend a junior college in 
southern Mississippi or Odessa Junior Col­
lege in Odessa, TX for two years and to go and 
play for a DMsion I college like Kentucky. 

·rve talked to Odessa on the phone, • 
Barnes said. ·ru just have to walt and see if 
they'll give me anything. • 

oven 
by Cbrla Seper 

Final exam 
proves fatal 
for Cat Pride 

The 1990 version of Wildcat Pride just 
took its final exam this paat month. It 
confinned what most onlookers expected­
it failed miserably. 

West Chicago's Bishop Gym was the 
place, and February 15 was the day. For 
never had there been a day that symbol­
ized the state of Wildcat Pride than that 
day; it was the final assembly of the year. 

The Wildcats 1991 mystique was in the 
air. The band was playing, the cheerlead­
ers were talking to their friends and ev­
eryone was slowly but surely taking their 
places for this one scene, one act comedy 
entitled School Spirit at Weat Chicago. 

It all started with the words, "Thfs is the 
final assembly of the 1990-91 school year. • 
Those words were in a way ironic-consid­
ering the assembly was over before It be­
gan. 

A quick cheer from the enthusiasts in 
the crowd (all three of them), sent 
assembly reeling into its first game-roll 
the grape. Here, the juniors showed their 
Wildcat hides by turning tail and not 
producing four people to compete. 

Next, came one of the htghltghts of the 
assembly. Senbr basketball player Vashon 
Hayes, who earned one of the few A's i>r 
school spirit on the evening. after intro­
ducing his team and predicting the 71-69 
victory over Wheaton North that night 
10llowedupwith, "You're all so dead, what's 
wrong with you. • 

Three people again clapped. 
Several events followed the already sad 

going's-on, but It was all a blur to the 
seemingly captive audience. An4 neither 
the senior cheer nor the Swing Choir was 
able to revive the comatose group. 

The ending to an assembly that was far 
fromovercamewith theplayingand singing 
of the school song. The lumbering crowd 
somehow found the energy, rose up and 
mumbled through the old ditty. Rumor 
has It that they are going to change the 
school song to the theme song from the 
winter play Foola, considering it would be 
more appropriate, but nothing has been 
confirmed. 

Question. Why didn't this assembly 
take place one day earlier so we could 
honor wrestling state-qualftlers Israel 
Castro and Doug Sawyer-two of the few 
indfvfduals to do something this winter 
season? Why wasn't T.J. Weigand, a n()W 
two-time state qualUler in swimming. 
presented?What's the old saying? Winners 
make things happen, losers let things 
happen. 

Maybe putting a couple of big-time 
winners would have made something 
happen to the small-tim-e crowd? 

What a way to end the first year of a new 
decade of Wildcat Pride. 

.. . 
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Castro,· Sawyer close out wrestling season at state 
French reflects 
on first season 
as head coach 
by Eel Bachner 

Sophomore 1 03-pounder Israel Castro and 
145-pound senior Doug Sawyer as West 
Chicago first-year wrestling Coach Bob French 
put it, ·wrestled their butts ofr at the state 
meet in Champaign on February 15 and 16. 

Castro won his first two matches, lost his 
third match to third-plaoeflnlsher Keith McCoy 
from Providence, but then wrestled back to 
place sixth 1n state. Sawyer won his first 
round match but lost his second match to 
future fifth-place ftnfsher Chad Woods form 
Morton. 

"Castro had a fantastic performance,· 
French said. "I would have liked him to take 
first, but when he lost the third match, he 
eouldn't take first any more. 

"I'm as proud of Doug as I am of Israel, • 
French continued. "It's quite an honor to be 
one out of the 24 best kids at 145 pounds in 
the state of Ill1nois. • 

"I felt great making state,· Castro said. ·u 
was one of my goals. I was looking forward to 
1t and practicing hard for n. I'm happy with 
myself.• 

. Sectlonals was the proving ground that 
decided who did and did nQt qualify for state. 
Both Castro and Sawyer placed third at the 
Wheaton North sectional-the final place that 
goes to state. French thought that 160-pound 

Senior Doug Sawyer, ssen here at the DuPage Volley Conference meet, 
won one out of two matches at the state wrestling toumament at the 
University of Illinois in Chomplgn. ~photo by Chris Seper) 
aenior Jason Nourie, who was elim1nated in at least three forfeits a meet. ftnfshed with a 
the first round, was going tO make state but, record of 1-17, 0-7 in the DuPage Valley 
according to French, •tt just didn't happen. • Conference. 1he team did ftnfsh seventh, 

"''he overall team effort was very high this however, in the eight team DVC meet. 
year, • French said of the entire year. "But the "We had kids who were on the team for a 
outcome wasn't high because there weren't week and quit but I don't know why, • French 
enough kids. • The Cats, who usually gave up went on. "The work ethic is installed fn kids-

they want the car and the clothes and they're 
not wflling to make the time to Join wrestling. 

"I don't think there are enough tough kids 
at West Chicago to hack the sport, • French · 
added. 

Graduation will take seven wrestlers off 
this year's team. Seniors John Duval, Krls 
Furr, Val Gra~k. Ian Jaffe, Nourfe, Bob 
Rasgattls and Sawyer will all be gone. 

"The team will lose some fndtvtdual talent 
but we have some kids to ftll the holes, • 
French said. "They don't have as much talent. 
as the graduating seniors, but there 1s a big 
growth spurt between a person's sophomore 
and junior years.· 

Varsity returnees along with Castro next 
yf;af will be heavyweight Dan Cadena, DVC 
runner-up at 119-pounds Mauriceo 
Hernandez, 145-pound junior Aaron Owens 
and 125-pound junior Wayne Lofton. Other 
lower-level grapplers that saw varsity action 
this year were sophomores Paul Abella and 
Carlos Ayala, freshman Rich Mannelejo and 
junior Roger Rollo. 

"The team will be real solid in the first four 
or five weights, • French continued. "The kids 
will take a few lumps at first, but eventually 
they will be better off. The experience they 
have from previous matches fs invaluable­
you can't put a value on ft. But you have to be 
will1ng to pay the price.· 

"I've paid the price by wrestling a lot and 
it's helped me a lot this year, • Castro said. "I 
wrestle all summer long at the National Camp 
and every weekend at wrestling tournaments. 
Paying the price has paid off well in high 
school. I'm taking a three week break, and 
then I'm going to start wrestling again. That's 
paying the price. • 

Three-sport star Jardis attempts tri-seasonal success 
by Cbria Seper 

For Heather JardJs, sports have been a 
bittersweet thing. 

The Lady Cat three-sport star has had 
success in both cross country and ba:.ketball 

ofJardia'goaltoqualifyforstate.Shemfssed . fulpersonalseason,itwasanuntfmelyendto lege, and not a thing taken for granted, to 
the state meet by one place and one second. a semi-successful season. losing in the first Jardis. So the Lady Cat star is prepared to 

"In cross countly, I was disappointed. I round of regtonals. make It downstate in the relay or tum to her 
just mis$00 qualtfy1ng for Rtate,• Jardis said. ·r really wanted the team to win, to go far"in cross country skills and run fn the two-mile 
"I think 1t helped. It made me do better fn regionals. I wanted the team to win regtonals." run. 
basketball." DesptteJardisha·lingasuccess· But gloom of both seasons was not the main "I will run the two-mile,• Janlis satd: I'm 

memories Jardis had. hoping the two-mile relay will qualify for state 
"No one expected West Chicago to have a and place higher than last year. If I don't run 

good cross oountJy team. It felt good that our the two-mile relay I want to qlialify in the two 
hard work paid ofl: Basketball was pretty mile. I'll have to work hard. • Although she 
good too. Everybody played harcl. • The high- admits that track 1s the mostly an fndtvtdual 
light of the girls' basketball season came sport, Jardis claimed to get more pleasure out 
when the Lady Cats took second in their own of team rewards than the indMdual gains. 
Lady Wildcat Holiday Classic. "In cross counay and basketball those are 

NowJardis looks ahead to a third seasonal even more team sports. (Cross country) is 
, ' success fn the sport she has had the most moreindMdual than basketball. In basketball 

success in-track. "I guess track fs my best everyone works together. Basketball is totally 
sport-knock on wood,· Jardis said. team. You want to do well. You feel so much 

This year tracksters Nicole Horyn, Sarah better when the whole team does well. 
Myers and Adrienne Yule will once again be "I try to set my goal so I will help the team," 
teaming up with Jardis in the two-mile relay she said. 
in hopes of qual1fying for state, a feat the "Heather is one of my most favorite people 
foursome accomplished last year:. fn all the universe, • Lady Wlldcat track Coach 

"I twas exciting to qualify," she explained. Wilbert Walters said. "She's a super young 
"No one expected anyone to qualify from West lady but not because she's a great runner. 
Chicago. It was scaty because It was so new. She's a good runner. Most of all, she has the 
Weweretotallynervous. Wedidn'tdoourbest character of a superstar. They come along 
because we were so nervous. If we make It once in a lifetime. She's caring, unbias and a 
downstate this year we'll be more prepared." beautiful person. With Heather, the team 

But running the two-mile relay is a privi- comes first. She's a team player. • 

Senior Lady Cot Heather Jardis has hod sucess In 1wo of her three sports i 

so far. Now, the all-conference star tums to her third and best sport--track. , 
Jardis hopes to again qualify for state In the two-mile relay. (photo by 
Chris Seper) 
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this year-the most two sport success of any 
Lady Cat athlete so far. Jardis earned all­
conference honors in her only year as a cross 
country runner as well as attaining sectional 
qualification. 

As a basketball player, she was named to 
the all-conference special mention squad whfle· 
leading the girls 1n scoring. At one point in the 
season, Jardis scored a career high 19 points 
against DuPage Valley ~nference opponent 
Wheaton Central. 

But in both seasons, Jardls has felt the 
sting of dfsappoffltment Sectlonals was short 

WILDCAT SPORTS 
TRIVIA 

Have their ever been any 
four-tim~ state qualifiers at 

West Chicago and who? 

(Answer on page 10) 
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